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PREFACE. 



PRODUCTIONS that are the result of labor, more than of 
leniufl, lie under two great diaadyantafee :— the pleaaure of eom- 
posing is incomparably leee, and the compoaition itself la ImU la 
far less estimation. The aathor*s motive In andertaking tte 
diudgery of preparing this volume was, that such a woik seemed 
to him not only eminently needed for youth, but almost indispen- 
sable i while nothing of the kind existed within his knowledge 
It was chiefly prepared at small intervals of leisure, while travel- 
ling as General Agent of the American Sunday School Union, and 
has now been retained nearly three years, in the hope that some 
more perfect work of the kind would appear. During this time, it 
has been kept at hand for the purpose of inserting whatever seem 
ed appropriate in the current religious periodicals, miaskmaiy re- 
ports, &c. The chief sources of aid, however, have been the 
works of Calmet, Whitby, Wells, Carpenter, Brown, Wood, Paz- 
ton, and Harraer. Extracts have in some instances been taken, as 
weU as feels or thoughts ; but references seemed unnece s sary 

In most Dictionaries of the Bible, a large proportion of the mat- 
ter consists of Scripturt iMrraltve, digested under heads, or vsrlal 
d^biitioiu. It is believed that the reading of the Bible itself is now 
■o general among the classes of persons for whom this book Is la- 
tended, as to make that plan undesirable in this Instance. Tha 
object here is, in reference to Scripture names, to tkrew Ugkt tm 
ike McrtdpagBt r»ther than to torroto U finm Omea. While, tbera- 
fore, a great number of persons and places, of which nothing is 
known, except from Scripture, is omitted, mora Scripture Illuatr»- 
tlon, adapted to youth, will, it is hoped, be found here than in any 
one of the larger works above named. In regard to doetrlnal 
terms, &c. the usual course was necessarily punned.' As some of 
the articles may seem hardly comprehensible to children, it ia 
proper to remark, that the work was Intentionally graduated to the 
common level of SsfttetA aehool teaeherg; who, it Is hoped, will 
find It a convenient and useflil manual. Only by bringing the 
book to this standard, could it be made itself a teacher, which 
was the great object. It was hoped by this plan to make it useAil 
toporntto, also, in answering the numerous questions of intelligent 
chOdren who read the Bible. 

It Is now issued to serve a necessity ; and If the « Father of 
lights ** do but make It usefbl In the disseroinaflon of heavenly 
truth, the desires of the Author will be ftilly realised. 

Bafward Plau, Bottom^ 
JoM. 1, 1830. I 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE FIFTH EDITION. 



THE internal which hu elapsed since the first pablieatiAn of 
this woric, has been diligently improved to render it more worthy . 
of its fkvorable reception by the public. In addition to the worlcs 
named in the Preface, Home's Introduction, Robinson's Greek 
Lexicon, Harris's Natural History, Jones's Biblical Cyclopedia, 
Jahn's Archeology, Ingraham's Geographical Index, the Mission- 
ary Herald, Parish's Bible Gazetteer, Rees's Cyclopedia, and oth- 
or sources, have been resorted to with diligence. Important aid 
has also been derived firom various reviews. and notices of the sue- 
eessive editions, and still more from learned Ariends, who havo 
privately communicated their remarks. 

As this work, at its first publication, was the only help of the 
idnd ever printed, the Author considered it a duty to make it neu- 
tral as to those points which distinguish his sect fl-om the great 
body of orthodox Christians. Since that time, similar Dictiona- 
ries have been published, and are circulated extensively. It seem- 
ed proper, therefore, not only to the Author, but to many distin- 
guished brethren, who kindly olTered their opinion, that this work 
Bboald now be made to speak more fully our sentiments. The re- 
quisite alterations and additions have accordingly been made. 

The references to Scripture have all been carefully examined, 
by which numerous typographical errors, derived from works 
which were consulted, have been discovered and rectified. Whilo 
the i«fereBces have by this means been made correct, care hat 
been taken to make them sufilciently copious. These references 
axo regarded as forming one of the most important features in tlie 
book. If parents would make it an occasional Sabbath evening's 
exercise to read a few articles, while each young person sat with a 
Bible, and turned to the text, great interest and light would bo 
thrown over the quoted Scripture, as well as the article itself; and 
s pleaalBg opportunity would be thus affbrded for the inculcation 
of religious truth. 

The labors of preparing this work, though unexpectedly ardu- 
ous, have been exceedingly useful to the Author as a biblical stu- 
dent ; and the hope of their being use Ail to others has added 
pleasure to the task. The result of his toil is now commended to 
those whom it was intended to assist, in the belief that it will bo 
found far more valuable than any similar help they can obtain. 

Eaymird PlaUf Boston 
JVbv. 90, 1833. 
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BIBLE DICTIONARY. 



A. 



AAltON, a prince of the 
Cfmilj of Levi, born in Egypt, 
t ne year before the edict for 
destroying Hebrew male chil- 
dren, and three years before 
Moses. By djvine direction he 
was consecrated to the office 
of High Priest. After the 
schism of Korah, Numb. xvi. 
the Lord evidenced his ap- 
pointment, by the miracle of 
the budding rod and other 
signs. He <^ed in Mount Hor 
40 years after coming out of 
£^pt, i. e. A. n. 2652, aged 
1& years, and was succeeded 
by his son Eleazar. See 
Priesthood. 

ABAD'DON, literally The 
Destroyer f is " the angel of the 
bott<NBless pit, whose name 
in Hebrew is Abaddon, but 
in Greek, ApoUyon.^' Rev. 
«jc. 1 .. Writers on the proph- 
ecies greatly differ in their 
wterpretation of the above 
iMaJL Some would apply the 
flnae exclusively to Satan. 
Otbers regard it as being also 
yafipUed to Mahomet^ and to 
Ite Pope of Rome. 

AB'ANA and Pharpar, 
two rw^s of Syria, which 
Naaman the leper thought 



" belter than all the waters of 
Israel.'^ Abanais probably 
the Barraddtff which rises in 
Lebanon, and runs towards 
the south . Perhaps the Phar- 
par is the same with the 
OronteSf which, risiilg a little 
to the northeast of Damas- 
cus, passes Antioch, and, after 
a course of 200 miles to the 
north-west, loses itself in the 
Mediterranean Sea. 2 Kings 
v. 12. 

AB'BA, a Syriac word,sig- 
nifying a bdaved father. The 
word is used by our Lord in 
his agony, Mark kiv. 36, and 
by Paul, when he recounts to 
the believers of Rome and 
Galatia, their glorious priv- 
ileges ; foremost of which he 
places 'Uhe spirit of adop- 
tion, by which we cry, Abba, 
Father." Rom. viii. 16. Gal. 
iv. 6. We thus perceive, 
both in the term itself, and 
the muiner of using it, how 
endearing and eoasoling is 
the access to God, which the 
Christian enjoys. 

ABEL, literacy vomUy, the 
second son of Eve. The stety 
of his life is better told inScrip. 
ture than we can do here. The 
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reason why his offering was 
accepted rather than Cain's is 
explained, Heb. xi. 4, where 
it is said to have been because 
Abel hadfaithf that is, had 
respect to the Messiah to come 
and to the divine appoint- 
ment. It is said ,that beings 
dead he yet speaketh, i.e. 
his example and Sufferings are 
a lesson to us. 

ABEL, otherwise called 
the afield of Joshua , was near 
Bethshemesh, and was prob- 
ably so called from the mourn- 
ing of the Hebrews for those 
who were struck dead for 
looking into the ark. 1 Sam. 
vi. 18, 19. 

ABEL-MAIM, or Abel- 
beth-Maacha / a city in the 
north of the canton of Naph- 
tali, where Sheba was be- 
headed. 2 Sam. XX. 14. Eigh- 
ty years after, it was ravaged 
byBlnhad:id. 1 Kings xv. 20. 
In the days of Christ, it was 
called Abila. 

ABEL-MIZRAIM, liter- 
ally ^A« mourning of the Egyp- 
tians, so called from their 
lamentation over Joseph's 
corpse when they carried it 
to Machpelah. It is the same 
place which is called ''the 
floor of Atad.*' Gen.l. 11. 

ABEL-MEHOLAH, acity 
west of Jordan, 10 miles 
south of Bethshan, in the tribe 
of Manasseh. 1 Kings iv. 12. 
It was the birth-place of Eli- 
sha. 1 Kings xix. 16. Near 
this city Gideon defeated the 
AGdianites. 
▲BEL-SHITTIM, a town 



beyond Jordan, in the plain of 
Moab. Here 24,000 Israel- 
ites were destroyed in one 
day for falling into the sins of 
Moab. Numb. xxv. It was 
probably the mourning for 
this event that gave the name 
of Abel to the spot. 

ABI'A, second son to 
Samuel, and brother to Joel 
When the priests were divided 
into twenty.four courses, the 
8th was called after him ; or, 
as some suppose, after Abijah, 
mentioned 1 Chron. xxiv. 10. 
Luke i. 6. 

A'BIB, or NiSAV, the 
name of the first sacred, and 
seventh civil month of the 
Jewish year. It answered to 
our March and April. The 
word signifies ripe fruit, and 
was given to this month, be- 
cause in the middle of ^ it, the 
Jews generally begi^i their 
harvest. On the 14th day of 
this month, the Passover was 
eaten. Their civil year com 
menced in September; and 
therefore their jubilees, and 
other civil matters, were reg- 
ulated in that way ; see Levit. 
xxv. 8,9, 10. This change 
of beginning, as to the sacred 
year, took place at the re- 
demption of Israel from 
Egypt. Ex. xii. 2. 

ABILE'NE, a small can- 
ton in Syria, between Leba- 
non and Antilibanus. It took 
its name from the city Abila, 
which probably was the same 
with Abel-Maim. Lysanias 
was governor here in the 15th 
year of Tiberius. Luke iii. |* 
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ABIM'ELECH; the title 
of tk» \dikg» of Philistia, as 
Ptolemy was of the kings 
of Egypt, and C^sar of the 
emperors of Rome. Gen. 
zxi. and zxxvi. It was also 
the name of a very wicked 
ruler in Israel, in the time of 
the Judges, Jud. ix. ; and 
of a high priest in the time 
of David, 1 Chron. xviii. 16, 
who was the same as Ahi- 
meUehf 2 Sam. viii. 17, and 
probably thje same as Abta- 
Ouir, 1 Sam. xxii. SO. 

ABOMINATION, a thing 
hateful. Sin is called an 
abomination, because detest- 
able to God and good beings. 
Various gross practices are 
to called. Wearing the dress 
of the opposite sex, Deut. 
xxii. 5. Lying, Prov. «ii. 22^ 
False weights, Isa. Ixvi. 3. 
False doctrines, Rev. xvii. 4. 
Idols, Deut. vii. 26. Proud 
persons, Prov. xvi. 6. The 
sacrifices, ways, and even 
tboughts, of the wicked, are 
an abomination to the Lord. 
Prov. XV. 8, 9, 2^. And " he 
that turneth away his ear from 
hearing the law, even his 
prayer shall be an abomina- 
tion," because, in that case, 
evidently hypocritical, Prov, 
xxv'ii. 9. In Dan. xii. 11, and 
Ifatt. xxiv. 15, the allusion is 
to the Roman armies, which, 
as heathen, were hateful to 
the Jews. 

ABRAHAM, a wandering 
vbepherd of vast wealth and 
preeminent piety. He was 
i>om A. H. 2008, only two 



years after tlfe death df Npah, 
though there were nine gen* 
erations between them. Be- 
ing the progenitor of all the 
Jews, and the brightest ex- 
ample of justifying faith, he 
was called the ''Father of 
the faithful.'' His name, 
which was originally AbroMf 
or ** high father," was chang- 
ed, when God promised him a 
great posterity, into Abrahamf 
or " father of a multitude." 
Gen. xvii. 4, 5. His history is 
one of deep interest, and is 
given in Genesis at great 
length. 

ABYSS', a word used in 
Scripture, sometimes to mean 
hell, and sometimes the 
depths of the ocean^ and the 
waters which flow under the 
earth. 

AC'CHO, a seaport of 
Canaan, belonging to the 
tribe of Asher, but not con- 
quered by them. Jud. i. SI. 
It first became an important 
city in the reign of Ptolemy 
Philadelphus, who greatly 
enlarged and beautified the 
place, and from whom it was 
long called PtoUmaU, It 
became famous during the 
crusades, and was then call- 
ed £f^ Jean-de^Acre, The 
Christians were expelled from 
it, as their last hold in Pales- 
tine, about 1291, and it has 
since been held by the Turks. 
The French, under Napoleim, 
met a repulse here, in 1799. 
The population, in 1825, was 
about 5,000, according to 
Mr. Jowett. It is erroneousl/ 
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stated in some .works to be 
from 18 to £0,000. It is now 
called Acre. 

ACEL'DAMA, a field ly- 
ing a little south of Jerusalem, 
where potters dug their clay. 
The money which Judas 
threw back to the Jewish 
rulers, being the price of 
blood, as they called it, they 
would not put into the Lord's 
treasury, but with it purchas- 
ed this field 3 wherefore it was 
called ''Aceldama, or The 
Field of Blood," Acts i. 18, 
19. Zech. xi. 12, 13. It 
was then appropriated as a 
place to bury strangers, from 
which the burial-ground for 
this purpose is, in some cities, 
called, the PoUers' Field. 
Matt, xxvii. 8. The spot 
still is used by the Armenians 
for a grave-yard. It is now 
about 100 feet long and 70 
broad, and is called Campo 
Sancto. It is surrounded by 
a wall, and is in fact a vast 
vault arched over, into which 
bodies are lowered through 
seven apertures from above. 

ACHA'IA, in the largest 
sense, comprehended all 
Greece Prpper, now called Li' 
vadia. This seems the mean- 
ing, 2 Cor. xi. 10. Thus, 
what is AchaiUf Acts xix. 21, 
is Hellas, i. e. Greece, Acts 
zx. 2. In the strict use of the 
lerm, Achaia >vas that north- 
em part of the Peloponnesus, 
the capital of ^hich was 
Corinth. 2 Cor. i. 1. 

ANCHOR. This word sig- 
Oifies trouble, and was the 



name of a valley near Jerieho, 
given to it because of the 
tribulation produced by the 
theft of AcHAN, who was 
stoned here. Josh. vii. 24>— 26. 

ACRE. The English acre 
is 4840 square yards, the Ro- 
man 3200, and the Egyptian 
3698 J but the Hebrew acre 
appears to mean as much as 
one yoke of oxen could 
plough, in a day. Ten acres 
of vineyard yielding one bath, 
and the seed of an homer pro- 
ducing an ephah, Isa. v. 10, 
means that the land should be 
afflicted ^-ith dreadful steril- 
ity, for such a crop is scarcely 
a tenth part of the seed sown, 

ACTS OF THE Apostles, 
the history of the primitive 
church, written by Luke. It 
does hot contain a full ac- 
count of the labors of ail the 
apostles, but only of a few as 
a specimen ; chiefly those of 
Paul. The narrative com- 
mences at the ascension of 
Christ, and extends to Paul's 
arrival at Rome, on his ap- 
peal to Csesar, a period of 
about 30 years. 

ADAD-RIM'MON, a city 
in the valley of Jezreel, 
famous for a dreadful battle. 
2 Kings xxiii. 29. Zech. xii. 
11. It was afterward called 
Maximianopolis in honor of 
the emperor Maximian. 

AD'AMANT, a beautiful 
stone, of the hardest kind, 
generally called diamond. 
Sinners' hearts are compared 
to adamant. Zech. vii. It. 
See Diamond. 
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A^AR, the twelfth month 
of the Jewish sacred year, 
and the sixth of the civil ; cor- 
responding to February. The 
intercalary month added at 
the end of every third year 
was called Ve-Adar, or sec- 
ond Adar. 

ADDER, a venomous rep- 
tile, brought forth alive, and 
not hatched from eggs, as are 
most serpents. It is often 
called a viper. The term oc- 
curs five times in our transla- 
tion. In Gen. zliz. 17, the 
orig^al word is shephi- 
FHOV, thought by critics to 
be the cerastes , a viper which 
lurks in the sand, the color 
of which it resembles. In 
Ps. Iviii. 4, and xci. 13, the 
Hebrew word is pethen, an 
«p. In Ps. xl. 3, it is 
▲CHSUB, which is also ren- 
dered cup. InProv. xxiii. 32, 
the term is TZiPHOi^i,whichin 
Isa. xiv. 29, and Jer. viii. 17, 
Sic. ia tendered cockatrice, or 
basilisk f a serpent said to kill 
with its breath. Serpents, 
like most other creatttres^are 
attracted by music. Many 
authors, both ancient and 
modem, confirm this fact. 
This is called charming them ; 
and while their delight in the 
music continues, they are per- 
fectly harmless, and will, go 
after the person playing. The 
deaf adder or asp, mentioned 
Ps. Ivi. 4, probably means 
one so fiill of venom as to be in- 
sensible to sweet sounds. To 
which other allusions agree. 
See Ecc. z. 11. Jer. viii. 17. 



ADJURE. It was a euf 
tom among the Jews to ad 
Jure, which was by a form of 
execration laid on the person 
if he did not answer truly. 
It was the same as adminis- 
tering an oath is now ; so that 
though Jesus held his peace 
when merely interrogated, he 
acknowledged,when adjured, 
or put on oath, that he was 
the Son of God. Matt. xzvi. 
63. 

ADONIRAM, one of Sol* 
omon's overseers on Lebanon, 

1 Kings v. 14. He is also 
called Adoram by contraction, 

2 Sam. XX. 24, and Hadoram, 
2 Chr. X. 18. 

ADOPTION, the act of 
taking one into the family for 
a child. Pharaoh's daughter 
adopted Moses. - Mordecai 
thus received Esther. Many 
other instances oiccur in 
Scripture. The double pa- 
rentage thus created, has great- 
ly confused chronqlogers, 
and caused unlearned objec- 
tions to scripture genealogies. 
True believers in Christ, who 
rely upon the efficacious 
atonement of his precious 
blood, and the sure merit of 
his perfect righteousness, for 
the pardon of their sms and 
reconciliation to God, being 
regenerated by the Spirit, 
and freely justified by grace, 
through the redemption of 
Jesus Christ, are said to be 
brought into this state of 
adoption. 2 Cor. vi. 18. 

ADRAM'MELECH, a 
deity of the Sepharvaite8,wh«> 
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MMns to have been worship- 
ped as the god of flocks and 
herds. 

This tiras also the name of 
a son of Sennacherib, who, 
with his brother Sharezer, 
slew their father in the temple 
ofNisroch. Isa; xzzvii. 38. 

ADRAMYT'TIUM is by 
some geographers affirmed 
lo be the same with Thebes 
in Egypt. Others maintain, 
with more probability, that 
this city was in Mysxa^ op- 
posite Lesbos. The latter 
was situated at the foot of 
Mount Ida, and was founded 
by a colony from Athens. It 
was a place of much com- 
merce. Acts zzvii. 2 ; but it 
is now a poor fishing village, 
and is called Jhamiti. 

A'DRIA,, a sea now called 
the Gvlf of Venice, on the 
coast of Italy. Paul, in going 
to Rome, suffered an extreme 
tempest in this sea. Acts 
zzvii. 27. 

ADUL'LAM was once a 
noble town in the north part 
of the lot of Judah. Near it 
was the place of David's con- 
cealment. 1 Sam. zzii. 1. It 
continued to be an important 
place for several centuries 
after Christ, but is now ex- 
tinct 

ADULTERY, a general 
term for eVery species of un- 
chastily, but now generally 
restricted to the crime of vio- 
lating the bed of a married 
person. In a spiritual sense, 
It means idolatry, or the act 
of paying that homage to the 



creature, which is due <iiihf 
to the Creator. Jer. iii. 9. 

Ezek. xxiii. 37. 

ADVOCATE, a tide of 
Jesus, showing his interces- 
sion for his people. We have 
a specimen of the manner 
in which he acts as such, 
in John xvi. and xvii. 

AFFINITY, relation. For 
the degrees of affinity which 
obstructed matrimoiiy, see 
Leviticus xviii. 

AG'ATE, a gem of various 
colors and degrees of trans- 
parency. It is found in the 
form of rounded nodules, from 
the size of a pin's head to 
more than a foot in diameter, 
in the river Wolga, in Ger- 
many, in the pudding-stone 
of Siberia, in Ceylon, Scot- 
land, &,c. Those of the last- 
named country are common- 
ly called Scotch pebbles. It 
is a stone of great beauty, 
and is only cheap because 
found in abundance. It was 
the second stone in the lower 
row of the high t>riest'8 breast- 
plate. Ex. xxviii. 19. 

AGRIPTA. See Herod. 

AHASUE/RUS. Therewere 
several kings of this namer 

1. AsTYAOEs the Mede, 
don of Cyaxares. Dan. ix. 3. 

2. Cambtses, king of 
Persia, during whose reign 
the rebuilding of the temple 
was suspended. Ezra ir. 
6,7. 

3. Darius Htstaspxs, 
the husband of Esther. Est. i. 
1. He died A.M. 3519. Pri- 
deaux think8,with Severus and 
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iBaay others, that Artaxerxes 
Longimanus was the person ; 
Scaliger, Jahn, and others, 
that it was Xerxes. 

AHA'VA, a river on the 
banks of which Ezra assem- 
bled the Jews who were re- 
turning with him to their own 
land. Ezra viii. 1£. It is 
probably the country called 
Ava, 2 Kings xvii. 24, whence 
the king of Assyria drew set- 
tlers for Palestine, and where 
he colonized the Israelites. 
2 Kings xviii. 34^ and xix. 
13. 

AIR, a fluid which sur- 
rounds the earth to the height 
of about fifty miles. Air has 
a considerable weight. About 
2160 pounds weight of it 
presses on every square foot j 
and, allowing the surface of a 
human body to be 16 square 
feet, the pressure of air on it 
must amount to 32,400 pounds 
weight. But this pressure is 
not felt, because our bodies 
contain such a portion as 
serves to buoy them up. Air 
is necessary not only to the 
existence of man, but of all 
animals and plants. The 
winds keep it pure. Crea- 
tures inhabiting the water 
need air as much as land 
animals. Some of these come 
oflen to the surface to breathe, 
and those which have gills 
manufacture air for them- 
selves out of water. If there 
were no air, we could neither 
fee, hear nor speak; there 
could be neither clouds nor 
rain. Indeed, the whole 
2 



world would be destroyed, if 
the air were to be destroyed, 
or even become stagnant 

« To beat the air," 1 Cor. 
ix. 26, xiv. 9, is to speak or 
labor to no purpose. In 
Eph. ii. 2, "the power of 
the air" means those who ex- 
ercise that power, viz. evil 
spirits who are under the con- 
trol of Satan, here called 
their prince. The word 
" heaven" is used to signify 
the air. Gen. xix. 24. 2 Kings 
i.lO. 

AL'ABASTER, a nam* 
now applied to a soft, fine, 
white species of marble, or 
sulphate of lime, found near 
Thebes in Egypt,and Damas- 
cus in Syria. The word is 
derived from the name given 
by the Greeks to an urn oi* 
vessel without handles, espe- 
cially those made narrow al 
the top, so as to be easily 
stopped, and thus especially 
proper for ointments and per- 
fumes. Alabasters were of 
glass, -silver, or gold. It was 
customary at feasts among 
the great to anoint the hair 
of the guests with costly per- 
fume. Ps. xxiii. 5, and xlv. 
7. Matt. xxvi. 7. 

Al-BE'IT, an old word for 
nevertheless, or although. 

ALEXANDRIA, a cele- 
brated city in Lower Egypt j 
sitCiated between Lake Ma- 
reotis and the western branch 
of the Nile, near its mouth ; 
founded by Alexander the 
Great, b. c. 331. After th« 
destruction of Carthage, it 
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was, for ages, the chief city 
of the world, next to Rome. 
Its commerce extended to 
every part of the then known 
world. The Ptolemies made 
it tjieir royal residence, and 
each successive monarch 
labored to embellish it. 
When the Romans, at the 
death of Cleopatra, b. c. ^, 
annexed Egypt to their em- 
pire, they respected and pre- 
served the beauties of this 
city, and it continued to flour- 
ish. In a ship belonging 
to Alexandria, Paul sailed 
for Rome. Acts xxvii. 6. 
Christianity was early plant- 
ed in this place. Mark is 
said to have founded the 
church here, a. d. 60, and 
was here martyred, a. d. 68. 
Here Apollos was born. 
Acts xviii. 24. Numerous 
Jews resided here, engaged 
in trade and commerce j 
60,000 of whom were mur- 
dered, under the Emperor 
Nero. Clemens Alexandri- 
nus, Origen, Athanasius, and 
other eminent ministers, flour- 
ished here. Under the Sara- 
cens, who conquered it a. d. 
646, it soon began to decay. 
They stupidly burnt its fa- 
mous library of 700,000 vol- 
umes. The famous version 
of the O. T. called the Sep- 
tuogftn^ was made here nearly 
SOO years before Christ. It 
then contained 4000 baths 
and 400 theatres. It is now 
dwindled to a village, with 
nothing remarkable but the 
ruins of its ancient'grandeur, 



and is called by the nativat 
Skanderia. 

ALEXANDRIANS, a 
class of Jews, natives of Al- 
exandria, and so speaking 
that language. They were 
very numerous at Jerusalem. 
Acts vi. 9. 

ALL, ^very creature or 
person. Sometimes this epi- 
thet is used indefinitely, ex- 
pressing a great many, or the 
greatest part. Matt. iii. 16$ 
sometimes for every clasa 
and condition of men. 1 Tim. 
ii. 4. Titus ii. 11. 

AL'LEGORY, a similitude 
carried out to more length, 
than a metaphor. Gal.^ iv. 
24, 31 . They greatly abound 
in the Bible, and all oriental 
writings. Christians have 
oflen fallen into error by in- 
terpreting them toe closely, or 
treating plain passages as 
such. 

ALMOND, a tree bearing 
the well-known fruit so called. 
Its blossoms are white. Ecc. 
xii. 6. In size and shape it 
resembles the peach-tree. 

ALMS. Bounty to the 
poor, lyiatt. vi, 1. 

AL'MUG-TREE. It is 
thought to be the same with 
the Shittah, or Shittipi-tree. 
1 Kings X. 11. Some have 
supposed it to be the sandal 
wood, much used in the East 
for costly purposes. A spe- 
cies of this wood found in Si- 
am, Japan, &c. yields a beau* 
tiful red dye. This resem- 
blance in color to coral may 
have given it the name o/- 
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mug, which, in Rabbinic, sig- 
nifies coral, and then the 
meanings of the term would 
be coraUwood. 

AL'OES. Toumefort 
reckons fourteen kinds of the 
aloe. Some are trees, others 
shrubs or herbs. The Amer- 
ican aloe is famous for its 
fine flowers, which are of the 
lily kind ; the Asian for the 
drug^ prepared from it, famed 
fot its purg-ative qualities. It 
18 made by expressing the 
guic6 from the leaves, and 
hardening it in the sun to the 
consistence of a gum. That 
which is most nicely prepared 
is called the auccotriiu, the 
next is called hypatic, and 
the coarsest is the horse aloe. 
The fragrant wood of a spe- 
cies growing in China, Cochin 
China and Siam is so precious 
as to be worth more than its 
weight in gold. Compare Can- 



ticles iv. 14, and Prov. yii. 17. 
Aloes were anciently used 
for the embalming of dead 
bodies, and as a perfume. 
John xix. 39. Prov. yii. 17. 

ALTHA, the first letter of 
the Greek alphabet. It is 
used in connection with Ome- 
ga, which is the last letter, to 
express the eternity of Jesus 
Christ. Rev. i. 8, 11. 

ALTAR, among the Jews, 
a mound or large stone table 
where sacrifices were laid and 
offered. After the erection 
of th0 tabernacle, two altars 
were appointed, one for sac- 
rifices, the other for incense, 
and on no others were offer- 
ings lawful. The annexed 
picture represents the " altar 
of burnt offering/* as made 
by Solomon, which was thirty 
feet square, and fifteen feet 
, high. It stood not in the tab- 
I emacle, but in the court The 
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'' altar of incense*' was a 
table about two feet square 
and four feet hi^h, plated 
with gold, which stood in the 
Holy Place. Some Chris- 



tians still apply the name to 
the table where the commu- 
nion is administered; but 
Christ is the only Christian 
altar to which we bring all 
our sacrifices and services. 
Heb. ziii. 19. 

AM'ALEKITES, a nation 
dwelling between the Red 
and Dead Seas. About a.m. 
2091, Chedorlaomer ravaged 
their country, at which time 
multitudes left it. It is 
thought by some, that these 
poured themselves on Egypt, 
and were the shepherds men- 
tioned by Manetho. For 
their great wickedness, God 
utterly ruined this people by 
the hand of Saul. 1 Sam. xv. 
Afterward a remnant gathered 
again, which was finally de- 
stroyed by the Simeonites, in 
the days of Hezekiah. 1 
Chron. iv. 



ABfBASSADOR/ a legate 

or apostle. A person sent on 
behalf of another, with powers 
to act according to general 
instructions. 2 Cor. v. 20. 

AMBER, a yellow, inflam- 
mable substance, transparent 
if pure, which seems to have 
been originally in a fluid state, 
as leaves and insects are 
cflen found in it. It is ob- 
tained from Turkey, Germa- 
ny, Poland, &c., but chiefly 
from Prussia, where it is so 
abundant, that mines are reg- 
ularly worked for it. It was 
formerly cut into various or- 
naments, and ranked amour 
the precious stones. Ezek. i. 
4, and viii.2. 

AMEN, true, verily, be it 
so. Christ is called The 
Amen, because he is the God 
of truth. Rev. iii. 14. The 
promises are said to be ** Yea 
and Amen,'' in Christ, be- 
cause that by him they will 
infallibly' be all accomplish- 
ed. 2 Cor. i. 20. When 
used in devotion, it means be it 
so. When repeated in affir- 
mation, it is equivalent to our 
phrase, indeedj indeed. 

Among the Jews and early 
Christians, the whole assem- 
bly responded an audible 
Amen at the close of a public 
prayer. Jerome says that 
when the Christians said 
Amen at the close of a 
prayer, &c., the sound was 
like a clap of thunder. 

AM'ETHYST, a very rare 
gem, generally of a pur- 
ple or violet color. It is 
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ibund in Germany, Spsdn, 
and other countries, but the 
most valuable are obtained in 
Asia V and Russia. 

AMMON, or No-Ammon, 
see No. 

AMMONITES, a people 
descended from Lot through 
Ammon or Ben^Ammi, Thej 
oppressed Israel 18 years, 
and were then overcome by 
Jephthak* Jud. x. d&c. At 
various times in after ages, 
they were permitted to 
scourge the Hebrews. 2 
Chron. xx. At length Judas 
Maccabeus overcame them, 
ravaged their country, and 
burnt their cities. The poor 
remains were aflerward niin- 
gled among the Arab», and 
the name was lost from among 
nations. Amos i. 11—14. 
Zeph. ii.9— '11. 

AM'ORITES, inhabitants 
of that part of Syria which 
was given to Israel. They 
occupied the portion which 
afterwards constituted the 
lots of Reuben, Gad, Manas- 
aeh, Dan, Judah, Simeon, and 
^eijjamin. As they were the 
most powerful of the devoted 
tribes, all the Canaanites 
sometimes went under their 
tukme, Jud. vi. 10. 2 Kings 
jud. 11. 

AMOS began to prophesy 
ft little before Hosea, and 
jcontinued a while cotempo- 
raxy witli that prophet, during 
the reign of Uzzlah. His 
prophecy relates chiefly to 
Hhe ruin and restoration of 
^0 Jews. 

2* 



AMPHIP'OLIS, a dty of 
Macedonia. Acts zvii. 1. It 
is almost surrounded by the 
river Strymon, whence its 
name, which means " a city 
surrounded.'' It is now call- 
ed Emboli. 

ANAM'MELECH, an idol 
of the Sepharvaites, a tribe 
of the Samaritans. 2 Kings 
zvii. 31. 

ANANI'AS, the name of 
three persons mentioned in 
the New Testament* 

1. A professed Christian, 
who, with his wife Sapphira, 
died at the rebuke of Peter, 
for falsehood and hypocrisy. 
Acts V. 1—6. 

2. A Christian of Damascus, 
who restored Paul to sight. 
Acts iz. lO^llf 6lc, He be- 
came pastor of the church 
there, and died a martyr. 

3. The high priest, who 
presided in the council at 
Paul's examination. Acts 
xxiii. 2. 

ANATHEMA, a solemn 
curse J an accursed person or 
thing. 1 Cor. xvi. 22. See 
Maravatha. 

ANDREW, our Saviour's 
first disciple. He suffered 
martyrdom at Patras in A* 
chain. It is said he was nailed 
to a cross shaped like the 
letter X 3 hence a cross of 
this shape is called St., An- 
drew's cross. 

ANGEL, a messenger. It 
is applied to those heavenly 
a^nts which are the highest 
created intellectual beings, 
whom God makes use of as 
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Us ministers to execute the 
orders of providence ; Rev. 

xzii. 8 to Christ, wjio is the 

Mediator and Head of the 
church ; Zech. i. 12. Rev. x. 
I.-— to ministers of the gospel, 
who are the ambassadors for 
Christ; Rev. ii. 1, and iii. 1, 
7.*«-to those whom God em- 
ploys to execute his judg- 
ments 5 Rev. XV. 8, and xvi. 

1 ^to devils 5 Matt. xxv. 41. 

ICor. vi. 3. In 1 Cor. xi. 10, 
it may mean spies, who were 
sent to watch for the faults 
of Christians. 

The most common applica- 
tion of the term, is to the 
liappy spirits who have never 
fallen. When God founded 
the earth with such skill and 
goodness, they sang together 
and shouted for joy. Job 
xxxviii. 6, 7. They were 
created with eminent wisdom, 
holiness, purity^ and happi- 
ness ', but capable of change, 
and some of them fell. Their 
knowledge is great, but not 
infinite 3 they desire to look 
into the mystery of our sal- 
vation, and learn from the 
church the manifold wisdom 
of God. Nor can they search 
the hearts of men, nor know 
future things, but as particu- 
larly instructed of God. 1 
Pet. i. 12. Eph. iii. 10. Jer. 
xvii. 10. Matt. xxiv. 36, 
Their power is vast, but 
reatfhes to nothing strictly 
miraculous. Their number 
amounts to many millions. 
Fs. Ixviii. 17. Matt. xxvi. 
63. Rev* V. 11. Dan. vii. 



10. Their najneft, of " thioites. 
dominions, principalities, anA 
poiwers,'' suggest an order of 
gradation among them,thougfa 
of what kii d we cannot cer- 
tainly asceitain. Col. i. 16. 

Guardian angels are thought 
to be alluded to, Gen.xlyiii.l6. 
Ps. xxxiv. 7, xci. 11. Acts xii. 
15 ; but those passages do not 
necessarily convey this idea. 

AN'GER, a violent dis- 
pleasure and indignation ac- 
companied with ^ief. Mark 
iii. 6. It is lawfu. when direct- 
ed against sin, Eph. iv. $6 ; 
sinful when pointed agaiMt 
the person of another, and 
accompanied with a desire of 
revenge. 

ANISE, a small plant, 
somewhat like parsley, very 
common in Judea. The seed 
is carminative and fragrant. 
ANNA, a prophetess. Luke 
ii. 36. Her continuing with- 
out ceasing in the t^nple, 
means only that she never 
omitted the regular morning 
and evening services there. 

ANOINT, to pour oi) upon 
a person, as was done among 
the Jews, not only for the 
general purposes of health 
and cleanliness, but espe- 
cially when they set apart a 
person to a holy office, as of 
prophet, priest, or king; 
which being by divine ap- 
pointment, was to denote the 
person's being endued with 
the giils of the Spirit. Ex. 
xxix. 7. Lev. iv. 3. Jud. ix. 
8, &c. But Jesus Christ was 
the only one ever particularly 
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detignated by God to fill all 
the three distinct offices of 
(M'ophet, priest, and king. 
He was in a peculiar manner 
filled with the Holy Ghost, of 
which anointing with oil was 
the emblem. Christ is >em- 
phatically styled the anointed 
in Faiious parts of Scripture. 
Ps. zlv. 7. Isa. Ixi. 1. Dan. 
ix. S4. 

ANON, a word in common 
use when our translation of 
the Bible was made. It is of 
the same import as quickly. 
Mark xiii. 20. 

AN'TELOPE, see Roe. 

ANTICHRIST is a word 
of Greek origin, signifying a 
person or power, actuated by 
a spirit opposite to that of 
Christ. In the days of John, 
there were already many anti- 
christs. 1 John ii. 18, and iv. 
d. The term has been com- 
monly applied to the church 
ef Rome, which is thought to 
be described 2 Thess. ii. 4. 
Compare Daniel vii. 24, 25, 
and Rev. xvii. 1—6. Wheth^ 
cr this application of the term 
be correct or not, has little to 
do with the controversy re-^ 
specting the Catholic religion, 
as that must stand on the 
general agreement or dis- 
agreement of its doctrines 
and. practices with Scripture. 

AN'TIOCH, the capital of 
S3rria, lying on both banks of 
the Orontes, twelve miles 
from the Mediterranean, built 
bySeleucus Nicanor, b. c. 
801. It was ranked the third 
eity of the earth, being scarce- 



ly inferior to Alexandria. It 
was the royal residenee of 
the kings of Syria. Luke 
and Thecphibu were bom in 
this place. Here Paul and 
Barnabas preached, and here 
the disciples of Christ were 
first called Chrittiatu. Chry- 
sostom preached here in the 
fourth century with great suc- 
cess. This church was famous 
for ^lany hundred years. In 
A. D. 638, sixty thousand of 
its inhabitants perished in an 
earthquake. In 1188, it was 
demolished by the Saracens. 
In 1822, a tremendous earth 
quake completely destroyed 
the remains of this once 
splendid city ) and it is now 
little else than a heap of ruins. 
Its present name is Aniakia. 

There were many other 
cities called Antioch; none 
of which are mentioned in 
Scripture, but that in Pisidia, 
which is now called Ak-sher, 
and sometimes Antiochio. 
Acts xiii. 14. 

ANTIP'ATRIS, a city of 
Canaan, situated in a pleas- 
ant valley, near the moun- 
tains, in the way from Jeru- 
salem to Csesarea, about 17 
miles distant from Joppa, and 
42 from Jerusalem. Acts 
xxiii. 31. It was formerly 
called Capharsalanutflli/lBjee, 
vii. 31,) but was of liltJc note 
till enlarged and adorned by 
Herod, who named it after his 
father, Antipater. 

APOCRYPHA property 
signifies "AwWea" or **cm- 
cealed/^ and is applied to a 
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agmber of books often placed 
between the Old and New 
Testaments. They were not 
admitted by the ancient Chris- 
tians into the canon of Scrip- 
ture. None of them were 
ever received by the Jews. 
They are not found in the 
catalogue of the canonical 
books, made by Mileto, 
bishop of Carthage, in the 
second century; nor does 
Origen, in the third, or Epi- 
phanius, in the fourth, ac- 
knowledge their authenticity. 
The oldest $yriac version of 
the Bible does not contain 
these books. Few of them 
were allowed to be canon- 
ical, until the ninth and tenth 
centuries, when the ignorance, 
both of the people and of the 
clergy, was most deplorable. 
The popish council of Trent 
voted them ^o be authentic, 
and they are still retained by 
Papists. Some of these hooks, 
si}ch as Maccabees etnd £c- 
clesiasticus, contain useful his- 
tory and wholesome advice, 
but others are puerile and 
fabulous. There are also 
many apocryphal books of 
the New Testament. 

AFOLLO'NIA, a city of 
Macedonia, now uniniportant, 
and called Polina, Acts 
zvii. 1. 

AFOLLTON, literally the 
" destroyei-." See Abaddon. 
APOSTLE, minister, or 
messenger. The term im- 
plies selection, commission, 
qualification, nussion,accoun- 
labUity and recompense. 



The title is specially given to 
those whom Christ chose to 
be witnesses and inspired 
teachers of his life, doctrine 
and resurrection. It is also 
applied to Christ Jesus, who 
was sent from heaven to as- 
sume our nature, and to effect 
the great work of man's re- 
demption, by his merits and 
death. Heb. iii. 1. 

AP'PII-FORUM, a place 
in the south-west of Italy, 
about fifty miles from Rome, 
where Paul was met by his 
Christian friends. Acts xxviii. 
15. It is now called Fossa 
Nuova. 

APPLE-TREE. The ap- 
ple is a species of fruit not 
common in Palestine, though 
found there. The tree so 
called in Scripture is proba- 
bly the citron, which is large, 
ever-green, and fragrant, and 
afiprds a delightful shade. 
Sol. Song, viii. 5. Prov. xxv. 
U. 

The Apple of Sodom is 
a fruit resembling the apple, 
containing, when green, an 
acid,milky juice ; but in winter, 
when dried, becomes a yellow- 
ish ofiensive dust. 

ARABIA, a large country 
of Asia, lying partly on the 
east, but chiefly southward, of 
Canaan. Its greatest length 
from east to west is about 
1620 miles; and its greatest 
breadth from north to south 
about 1350. It has the Indian 
Ocean on the south, the Red 
Sea and Isthmus of Suez on 
the west, Canaan and Syria 
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on the north-west and north, 
the mountains of Chaldea and 
the Persian Gulf on the east. 
It is ordinarily divided in- 
to three parts. (1.) Arabia 
PetrcBa, or the rocky y on the 
north-west, and which is now 
called Hejiaz. In the south- 
west part of it now stand the 
famed cities of Mecca and 
Medina, so much visited by 
Mahometan pilgrims. This 
division contained the land of 
Edom, Kadesh Barnea, Pa- 
ran, Gushan, &c. The peo- 
ple of this part are called 
"Men of the east." Gen. 
XXV. 6, Jud. vi. 3. (2.) 
Arabia Desertaf which lay 
eastward of Canaan, and 
comprehended the land of Uz, 
of Ammon,Moab, Midian, with 
the country of the Itureans, 
Hagarenes, &c. In this part 
was Mount Sinai. The in- 
habitants have in all ages 
dwelt in tents, and led a wan- 
dering life. They are at 
present called Bedouias. (3.) 
Arabia. Felix, or the happy, 
on the south of the two for- 
mer, between the Persian 
Gulf and Red Sea. Scarcely 
any part of Arabia is well 
watered ; but Arabia Felix is 
the most so, and is famed for 
its opium, myrrh, cassia, and 
other drags, as well as for 
fine spices and fruits. 

The Arabians are, in gen- 
eral, the descendants of Ish- 
mael. The descendants of 
Abraham by-Keturah, as well 
as those of Lot and Esau, 
dwelt also in this land, and 



either mixed with, or mp- 
planted the inhabitants. The 
Arabic language is one of the 
roost ancient in the world, and 
is remarkable for its copious- 
ness. The ancient Arabie 
was without points. The 
present Arabic characters are 
modem. 

Of all natidns, says Galmet, 
the Arabs have spread most 
over the world, and, in all their 
wanderings, they have, more 
than any other nation, preserv- 
ed their language, manners, 
and peculiar customs. Ther 
are cunning, ingenious, poeti- 
cal, superstitious, vindictive, 
sanguinary, and thievish. In 
character and customs they 
have scarcely varied since the 
days of the patriarchs. Chris- 
tianity was early extended 
over this country, and we 
read of m^tyrs, councils, ^c. 
in Arabia. 

AR'ARAT, a mountain in 
the country of the same name, 
on which rested Noah's ark. 
Part of the province which 
was formerly so called, lies 
in Turcomania, and the rest 
is in Persia. It has Georgia 
on the north. Media on the 
east, Assyria on the"^ south, 
and Lesser Asia on the west. 
Here the rivers Euphrates, 
Tigris, Araxes, and Phasis, 
have their source. Here 
stand the famed mountains 
Taurus and Antitaurus, Ni- 
phates, Gordian, Ace. Mount 
Ararat, upon which Noah's 
ark rested, was probably the 
Ar-dagh or finger-mountain, io 



,y Google 



ARE 



22 



ARR 



Annenia, standing in a large 
plain, 36 miles east from Eri- 
yan, rising in a conical shape 
to the height of about 12,000 
feet above the level of the sea, 
and visible nearly 200 miles 
distant. Its top is inaccessi- 
ble, on account of the snow 
which perpetually covers it. 
The middle part is haunted by 
tigers 3 some poor Eocks and 
small monasteries are at the 
foot. 

ARCHANGEL, the chief 
angel. The Jews supposed 
that there are seven of them, 
greater in power than the rest, 
and that the guardianship of 
particular nations is commit- 
ted to them. Michael was 
considered the patron of the 
Jews. Dan. x. 13, 21. The 
name is never used in ^he 
plural, and some learned men 
are decidedly of opinion that 
it means Jesus Christ. 1 
Thes9. iv. 16. 

ARCTU'RUS, a star of 
the first magnitude in the con- 
stellation of Bootes, near the 
north pole. It becomes visi- 
ble in September, and sets in 
March. Job ix. 9. The " sons 
o/Arcturus" are probably the 
inferior stars adjacent. Job 
axxviii, 32. 

AREOP'AGUS, the high 
court of Athens, called Mars- 
hill, because it was held on 
that eminence. It first con- 
sisted of 9 judges, afterward 
of 30, and finally, about the 
days of Paul, of 600. Their 
jurisdiction at that period ex- 
tended to religious as well as 



civil affairs. There are still 
to be seen vestiges of their 
seats, cut in the rock. Paul,, 
when cited before them on a 
charge of setting forth strange 
gods, preached so ably, that 
he was dismissed, and IMony- 
sius, one of the judges, and 
some others, became converts. 
Acts xvii. 

ARIMATHE'A, a city of 
Judea, generally considered 
to be the same with Ramla, 
a pleasant town between Je- 
rusalem and Joppa. It is, 
however, more probably the 
city of RamaJi, in Mount 
Ephraim, called Ramaihaimf 
I Sam. i. 1, 19, and by Jose- 
phus Rcumatha. Matt.xxvii.57. 

ARK, the vessel built by 
Noah for the preserva.tion of 
his family, &c. during the 
deluge. It is computed, from 
the measurement recorded in 
Genesis, to have been of the 
burden of more than 81,000 
tons.. Allowing 18 inches to 
the eubit, the length was 450 
feet, the width 75, and the 
height 45. This size amply 
sufficed for all the creatures 
to be saved within it and 
their food. Only such animals 
as could not live in water or 
mud, or on the floating rubbish, 
were taken into the ark. It 
had three decks or stories, di- 
vided into numerous stalls or 
apartments, beside the hold, 
where water and provisions 
were stowed. CeQmet reckons 
only 160 species of quadrupeds; 
of birds there are more in num- 
ber, but smaller; of neptilet 
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most species can live in the 
water^and so were not taken in- 
to the ark. The window or win- 
dows were, by divine appoint- 
ment,in the roof only. The in- 
mates were therefore saved the 
misery of seeing the dreadful 
scenes which wete around 
them, and from being induced 
to receive any person in. Gen. 
vi. and vii. 

ARK OF THE COVE- 
NANT, a chest nearly four 
feet in length, of which a 
good idea may be formed 
from the picture, p. 23. It 
contained the original stone 
tables of the law, Aaron's rbd 
(hat budded, the pot of manna, 
and, in aAer times, a copy of 
the five books of Moses. 
These seem at one time to 
have been kept before the ark, 
1 Kipgs viii. 9, and at another 
within it. Hebrews ix. 4. 
During the captivity, these 
precious articles seem to have 
been lost, except the stone 
tables. The lid of the ark 
was called the, mercy-seat, 
ever which rested the Shechina 
like a visible cloud, in the man- 
ner represeated in the picture. 

An ark similar to this was 
made for the second temple 3 
but it was destitute of the sa- 
cred contents above mention- 
ed, and of the Shechina. 

ARMAGED'DON. This 
word is of doubtful import. 
It is thought by Grotius to 
mean the Mount of meeting, 
and to sigpufy the place where 
Constantine,with a Christian 
Mmy of 9&;000 mes, conquer- 



ed Maxentius with an army of 
188/XX) heathen, which victo- 
ry was so signal "and entire, 
that the church was wholly 
freed from Maxentius' tyran- 
ny. Rev. XVI. 16. 

ARME'NIA, a country 
north of Mesopotamia, was 
reduced to a Persian province 
by Cyrus. After the days of 
Alexander, it became free, but 
wsLs conquered by the Romans 
about half a century before 
Christ, and subsequently fell 
to the Saracens. It now 
forms part of the Turkish em- 
pire. Isa. xxxvii. 38. 
, ARMOR. (1.) A coat of 
mail. Rom. xiii. 12. Not 



being proof against musket 
balls, i\ has been disused 
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•bee the invention of gun- 
powder. The figure in the 
picture is that given by Cal- 
met as illustrating the armor 
of Goliath; and whether accu- 
rate or not as to him, is a sat- 
isfactory representation of a 
coat of mail. The figure 
behind is his armor bear- 
er carrying his shield. (2.) 
Weapons of war. Those for- 
merly used were sword, spear, 
bow and arrow, sling, javelin, 
&c. 

ARMY, a body of soldiers. 
Jewish armies ■ were not com- 
posed of Regular troops kept 
for war, but were collected as 
occasion required, received no 
pay, and found their own arms 
and provisions. The size of 
some of the armies mentioned 
in scripture is surprising, but 
profane history speaks of some 
stiH f^rebter. The proclama- 
tion mentioned Deut. xx. 5. 
was always made before the 
Jews gave battle. 

ARTAX£RX'£S, the name 
of a race of Persian kings, as 
Ptolemy was of the Egyptian. 
The kingwho married Esther, 
Est. ii. and commissioned Ez- 
ra and Nehemiah to repair 
the holy city, was probably 
Artaxerxes Lonoimanus, 
who died B. c. 425, after a 
mild reign of 39 years. He who 
is mentioned Ez. iv. 7, is the 
Sherdis of Herodotus. 

ASA, a good king of Judah, 
who ascended the throne about 
A.M. 3049. Respectable chro- 
nolog^sts reckon that it was in 
his days that the Argonauts 
3 



made the voyage up the Hel- 
lespont. See under SitAymo. 

ASAPH, a Lcvite and fa- 
mous musician in the time of 
David. Twelve psalms bear 
his name, but it is not gen- 
erally thought he composed 
them. Probably he set them 
to music, or some of his de- 
scendants did, and called them 
by his name. 

ASHDOD, a fortified city 
of the Philistines, lying in the 
lot of Judah, and called \>y the 
Greeks Azotus. 1 Sam. v. 
Acts viii. 40. 

ASHIMA, the god of the 
Hamathites, who settled in Sa- 
maria. It is not certain what 
was the shape under which he 
was worshipped ; probably the 
ape. 2 Kings xvii. 30. 
ASH'TAROTH, Asktoreth, 
or Attarte, a famed goddess 
of the Zidonians. The moon, 
or queen of heaven, was wor- 
shipped under this name. 
Cicero calls her the fourth 
Venus of Syria. Perhaps she 
is the jEstar, or Eosire, of the 
Saxons, from whom the term 
Easter is derived. She is va- 
riously represented ; some- 
times in a long, sometimes in 
a short habit; sometimes as 
holding a long staff, with a 
cross at the top 3 sometimes 
she is crowned with rays ; at 
other times, with the horns of 
a bull; which, according to 
Sanchoniathon, were emblems 
of the new moon. 
ASH'TARpTH-KAR' 
NAIM, a city belonging td 
(he half-tribe of Manasseh, 
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eastward of Jordan^ about six 
miles from Edrei, where Che- 
dorlaomor smote the gigantic 
RephaimS; and where was the 
rcsideuce of Og; king of Ba- 
iilian. Gen. xiv. 5. 

ASIA. (1.) One of the four 
conlinents. (2.) Asia Minor,* 
lying between the Propontis 
aud Euxine, on the north 3 and 
the Mediterranean on the 
south ; peopled by the ofT- 
spriiig- of Japheth. Peter, (1 
Cpis. i. 1,) speaking of Asia 
in connection with Ponlus, 
Cappadocia, &,c., probably 
means Proconsular Asia, 
which included Phrygia, My- 
sia, Caria, and Lydia, and 
comprised the seven churches 
to which John wrote. Asia 
Minor was anciently parcelled 
out into many small sovereign- 
ties, which first became sub- 
ject to Persia; then to the 
Greeks, under Alexander'; and 
then to the Romans. Prom 
the Romans it was wrested by 
the Saracens. The ancient 
capital was Mysia,but the Ro- 
mans made Ephesus the seat 
of their government, which 
they administered first by a 
preetor, and afterward by' a 
proconsul. The Saracens 
were afler 30(Kyears supplant- 

* * Asia ii^ the New Testament 
is a.i» lys taken for Asia Minor." 
Whitbt. 

" Asia, one of the largest divis- 
ions of the Old World, is, not raen- 
tioned in the Old Testament. In 
the New Testament, it is always 
taken for Jitia MmoTf as it in- 
ekulei Piooonsttlar Asiab" 

' Hoank'8 Intaob. 



ed by the Turks, imder ^ 
cruel bondage this fine coun- 
try has been reduced almost 
to a desert. A revolution 
commenced a. d. 1821, which, 
through the intervention of 
European powers, has ter- 
minated in rendering Greece 
somewhat independent. 

This is thought k»y some tr> 
be the country called Isles 
of the SeUf in Old Testament 
prophec.es. Isaiah xlii. 4. 
Flourishing churches were 
planted here by the apostles, 
some of which remain till this 
day, but in a deplorable con- 
dition. 

A^^KELON, a noble sea- 
port of the Philistines, between 
Gaza and Ashdod. It was 
the birthplace of Herod tlie 
Great. In the time ofihe 
crusades, it became an im- 
portant post, and was greatly 
improved as well as fortified 
by Richard I. of England. Ii 
is now a wretched village,, 
called SccUona, or Scaltm, 

ASS, a well-known animal 
of the horse kind, which was 
the principal beast of burden 
among the Jews. 

The wild ass U a far more 
stately and fleet animal than 
the domestic. It is called by 
the Greeks Onager. They 
were pnce common in Pales- 
tine and Syria, dec. They 
inhabit the mountains of Tar* 
tary, whence they migrate in 
great herds, at the approach 
of winter, into Persia and In- 
dia. Ancient princes rode oa 
asses decorated pompovsljb 
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Oar Saviour assumed the 
style of royalty by riding on 
an ass, but in great meekness, 
and with no pomp but the 
spontaneous effusions of the 
pibople, 

ASSOS, a city of Mysia 
opposite Adramyttium. Acts, 
zx. id. 

ASSURil i^iJEf a firm con- 
fidence. When Christians pos- 
sess a strong and steadfast be- 
lief Of God's grace in his Son 
Jesus, and wholly confide in 
him for salvation, it is called 
the ' ** full assurance of faith.'' 
Heb. Z.22. '' The full assur- 
ance of hope" is an undoubt- 
ing expectation of future bless- 
edness. Hebrews vi. 11. All 
Christians do not enjoy the 
grace, of assurance, but all are 
<;ommanded to obtain it. 2 
Cor. xiii. 6. Heb. vi. 11. 1 
Thcss. V. SI. Some. have cer- 
tainly enjoyed it. Job. xix. 
25. Ps. zvii. 15, 2 Tim. i. 12. 
The only proof of its genaine- 
ness is a holy life. - 1 John ii. 
Sj and iii. 14. 

ASSYRIA, an ancient 
kingdom, the boundaries of 
which varied greatly in dif- 
ferent ages ; but which is 
generally described as having 
Armenia on the north, Persia 
on the east and south, and the 
Tigris on the west. It was 
founded by NmuSf who began 
his reign, according to Usher, 
A. M. 27Sr7, during the period' 
that Deborah judged Israel. 
Its chief city was Nineveh. 
Under Tiglath Pileaer'f and 
kU immediate successors^iSa/- 



maneseTf Sennacherib, E$ar- 
haddon, fic^c, it was a power- 
ful kingdom, 1 Ghron. v. 26, 
bwt vas afterward annexed to 
Persia. It is now a desolate 
country, and infested with 
robbers. Its present name is 
CurdiaUm. 

ASTROL'OGERS, per- 
sons who pretended to fore- 
tell events by the stars. 

ATH'ENS, a very cele- 
brated city of Greece, built 
more than 1200 years before 
the birth of Christ. Cicero 
says its inhabitants perfected 
all learning and eloquence, 
and that from them humanity, 
learning, religion and laws 
were dispersed throuerb the 
whole world ; but he adds, 
" they only knew what was 
right, for they would not oo 
it." Pltttarcb says they were 
suspicious and vain-glorious. 
See what Paul says. Acts 
xvii. 16—22. It produced 
Solon, Socrates, Aristides, 
Demosthenes, &c., besides 
many renowned generals. 

ATONEMENT. The sat- 
isfaction made by Christ to 
divine justice, by his obe- 
dience and sufferings. The 
word thus rendered is more 
commonly translated recon- 
cUiaHon. It is by faith that 
man, convinced of sin, looks 
to the merits and death of 
Jesus Christ, and, through the 
operation of the Holy Spirit, 
obtains pardon, peace, and 
holiness. ,Rom. v. 10. 

AZO'TUS, a city in the 
tribe of Dan. Acts viii. 40. It 



,y Google 



BAA 



28 



BAB 



wai formerly Abhdoo of the 
Philistines, where the ark of 
God triumphed over Dagon. 
1 Sam. V. 2. 



B. 

BA'AL, or Bel, signifies 
lardf and perhaps, in the ear- 
liest ages, was a name applied 
to the true God. Afterward 
the sun seems to have been 
worshipped under this tiUe. 
It was a very common name 
of the male idols among east- 
em nations, as Ashtaroth, or 
AstarU, was of their female 
deities. The Moabites, Phoe- 
nicians, Assyrians, Chaldeans, 
and ire<|uent]y the Hebrews, 
had their Baal, which, from 
his place of worship, or sup- 
posed office, had often distin- 
guishing epithets annexed j as. 
Baal-berith, Baal-peor, Baal- 
zebub, &c. Often this name 
Baal was a part of the names 
of persons and cities, perhaps 
to signify that the most of 
them were dedicated to his 
service. This the pious He- 
brews sometimes turned into 
Bosheth,which signifies shame; 
thus Jerubbaal is turned into 
Jeirubosheth, Judg. vi. 32. 2 
Sam. vi. 21 ; Eshbaal into Jsh- 
bosheth; MeribaaJ into Me- 
phibosheth. Baal is oft named 
Baalim, in the plural, because 
there were many Baals ; or, at 
least, many images of him. 
Every sort of abominations 



was committed on the festl* 

vals of this idol, and of Ash* 
taroth, his mate. In his tem- 
ples was kept a perpetual fire } 
and altars were erected to him 
in groves, high places, and on 
the tops of houses. Jer. xxxii. 
35. 2 Kings zvu. 16. The 
origin of this idolatry is very 
ancient. The Moabites begun 
their worship of Baal before 
the days of Moses. The He- 
brews began theirs in his time. 
Num. zxii. 41. Psalm cvi. 28. 
They relapsed into thai idol- 
atry after the death of Joshua, 
and under the judges Ehud, 
Gideon, and Jepbthak Jn&g, 
ii. 13. iii. 7. vi. 25. z. 6. 
Human sacrifices were ofifer- 
ed on some occasions. Jer. 
zix. 5. Samuel seems to have 
quite aboKshed the worship 
of this idol from' Israel. 1 
Sam. yii. 4. But Ahab and 
Jezebel,above 200 years aftei^ 
ward, revived it in all its abom- 
inations ; 450 priests were ap- 
pointed to attend his service, 
and nearly as many for Asb- 
taroth. It was often revived 
in succeeding generations, tiU 
after the captivity, and the 
establishment of synagogues, 
since which the Jews have 
not been addicted to idolatry 
Greek and Roman authors 
«ve thci name Jupiter Beltu 
to the Bel worshipped at Bab- 
ylon, and^ which may have 
meant the planet Jupiter. 

BABEL. In the year of 
the worid 1758, that is, 102 
years after the flood, mankind 
being all of one language and 
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religion, they agreea to erect 
a tower of prodigious extent 
and height. Their design 
was not to secure themselves 
agfldnst a second deluge, or 
they would have built their 
tower on a high mountain; 
but to get themselves a fa- 
mous character, and to pre- 
vent their dispersion by the 
erection of a monument which 
should be visible from a great 
distance. No quarries beinf 
found in that alluvial soil, 
they made bricks for -stone, 
and used slime for mortar. 
Their haughty and rebellious 
attempt displeased the Lord 3 
and after they had worked, it 
is said, twenty-two years, he 
confounded their language. 
This effectually stopped the 
building, procured it the name 
of Eabtlj or Confugiony and 
obliged the offspring of Noah 
to disperse themselves, and 
replenish the world. 

BABOfLON, the name of 
the capita] city of Chaldea, 
and which is often given to 
the whole empire. Isa. zii. 
9—11. It was a city of as- 
tonisliing magpificence, built 
perfectly square, vrith the 
streets running at right angles. 
The Euphrates ran through 
tho midst, from north to south. 
Tlje statue of Jupiter Belus, 
in the great temple here, is^ 
thought to have been the st 
that Nebuchadnezzar erer 
in the plain of Dura, h 1 
iii. The famous ^'hanging 

rins,'' as they are termed, 
not hanff literally but 
3* 



were a succession of terraees 
raised on afches of increasing 
height, till they reached the 
level of the top of the city 
-wall, which was 360 feet high. 
Nimrod founded this city; 
Belus enlarged it ; and Neb- 
uchadnezzar perfected and 
beautified it. During the 
reign of this monarch, Judea 
was annexed to the territory 
of Babylon, and all the nobles 
and chief men withdrawn 
thence, and settled , in Baby- 
Ionia. ' This occurred about 
A. H. 34/20 f and is called in 
Jewish history the Babylonish 
Captivity. Babylon was after- 
ward captured and ravaged 
by Cyrus, a. m . 3468 ; and was 
subsequently still more injured 
by Darius and Xerxes. In 
the time of our Saviour, it 
had been wholly abandoned. 
Tfie course of the Euphrates, 
is now changed, and the spot 
on which Babylon stood can- 
not be found ! See Isa. xiii. 
xiv. xxi. xlvi. and zlvii. Jer. 
1. The striking accomplish- 
ment of prophecy in the con- 
quest, decline, and. desolation 
of Babylon, is shown in a very 
interesting manner, by Rolling 
in his Ancient History, Vol. 
II. 

A chief cause of the total 
ruin of Babylon, was the 
building of Seleticic^f 45 mi\e9 
southward, on the banks of 
I he Tigris. This city vi^ati 
sometimes called Nevo BaJ^ 
Ion. It became the capital of 
Babylonia, and in time utterly 
supplanted the old city. Hera 
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tbe famous Babylonisti Tal- 
mud* was compiled. It 
dwindled into insignificance 
about the days of our Saviour, 
and finally fell into ruins. 
The present city of Bag dap 
stands upon its site. It was 
founded a. d. 762, by the Sar- 
acens, and continued to be 
the seat of their caliphs, for 
500 years. ^It then experi- 
enced various changes, till 
A.D. 1638, when it fell into the 
hands of the Turks, who still 
retain it. Though greatly 
xedttced from the splendor 
and size it had, when under 
the Saracens, it still en- 
joys a great trade, especially 
to Persia ; and a popular 
tion of 20,000 inhabitants. 
The Greeks and Catholics 
have convents here. 

Babtlov the Great, 
is. a symbolical term, used in 
the New Testament, chiefly 
in the Revelations 3 generally 
considered to mean Rome, 
1 Pet.^v. 13, or the popish 
church and kingdom, Rev. 
zvi. zvii. and xviii. 

BACA, the inulberry-tree .3 
a valley so called, P4. Izsxiv. 
7, where this tree abounded 
which grows in dry places. 
The LXX render it the vol- 
ley of weeping, and the Latin 
Vulgate tiu valley 0/ tears. It 
does not seem to mean any 

* The Jews have two TalmndR ; 
one of JtnuaUm, the other of 
Babj/Umf lo called from the places 
where thev were written. These 
are eomptlations of their 



particular valley, bat uij 
rough, tedious, desert place. 
Those who, " passing the val- 
ley of Baca, make it a well,^' 
meaneither those who, in com- 
ing up to the annual festivals, 
esteem the saddest part of 
their journey pleasant, in their 
longing for the courts of the 
Lord, or who, to facilitate fu- 
ture travellers, dig wells or 
pools to be filled by the rains. 

BACKSLIDER, one who 
gradually falls back from his 
religious ardor and engage- 
ments. When this beoomcss 
total, it is called ajtoetasy. 
Prov. xiv. 14. Jer. viii. 6. 
For a full and searching ex- 
hibition of the scriptural symp- 
toms, causes and remedy of 
backsliding, see the Back' 
uUdeTj by Mr. Fuller. 

BADGER, the name of a 
well-known animal, wiiich is 
mentioned many times in the 
Old Testament. The word 
literally means kyaciTUhf or 
tfioUt color. The probabili- 
ty is, that the badger is not 
meant in any of the passages 
where the word is found. Its 
skin is not suitable for cover- 
ing a tent, nor for making 
9hoet, Ezek. xvi. 10. It in- 
habits cold countries, and is 
not found in Arabia. The 
great probability is, that, as 
Rosenmuller and others con- 
tend, the seal is meant. £z. 
xxvi. 14. Numb. iv. 6*— 25. 

BA'LAAM, an ancient 
prophet, who became very 
wicked, and practised incan- 
tations.' Numb. xzii. zxiii. 
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jodv. He counselled Moab 
to seduce Israel to sin, that 
they might bring that curse 
on themselves which he <sould 
not inflict. Numb. xzzi. 16. 
To be pnzious to get gam, 
even by wickedness, is caUed 
''the way of Balaam.'' 2 
Pet. ii. 15. Allowing of un- 
cleanness, is called " the doc- 
trine of Balaam/' Bev<H. 14. 

BALM, a resin or balsam, 
extracted from the balm-tree, 
which grows in various parts 
of Arabia and Canaan. The 
estimation in which it was 
held as a medical drug, is not 
only apparent from Scripture, 
but Pliny, Strabo, Diodorus 
Siculus, Tacitus, Justin, Soli- 
nus, and others, celebrate its 
/irtues as such. That of 
Gilead was reckoned the best. 
The Arabs sold of it to the 
Egyptians, and the Jews to 
the Tynans. Gen. xxzvir. 25. 
Ezck. xzvii. 17. Its specific 
gfravity is lighter than water. 
The taste is bitter. It is no 
longer cultivated in Pales- 
tine. But so lately as 1766, 
Mariti saw it growing in the 
plain of Jericho, and describes 
the process of obtaining the 
balsam. 

^AND, Uterally "a cord/' 
any tie ; also, a company of 
soldiers } when applied to the 
Roman divisions, it means the 
thirtieth part of a legion. 

BAPTISM. 1. A Chris- 
tian ordinance, in which is re- 
presented the washing away of 
pur guilt and renovation of our 
;life, through a crucified, bu- 



ried and risen Saviour. Rom. 
vi. 3, 4, 11, 

2. The entire engrofting of 
the apostles and others in 
the primitive church, by the 
divine Spirit, wUthJlUd the 
place where they were, and by 
which' they received miracu- 
lous endowments. This spe- 
cies of baptism is not now 
enjoyed by Christians, as is 
evinced by their not poisesi- 
ing the powers which always 
accompanied it. 

3. Overwhehning afflictions 
or trials. Matt, jx, 22. Lake 
xii.50. 

'' Baptism for the dead,'' 
that is, a submission to this 
rite in behalf of the dead, was 
practised, it is thought, by the 
Marcionites,* in the dajrs «f 
the apostles. This sect de- 
nied the resurrection of the 
body, and Paul is thought to 
turn his argum^it against 
them by hb question, 1 Qor. 
XV. 29. 

BAPTIZE. 1. To im- 
merse. 2. To wash, cleanse, 
or purify by immersion. The 
word has been incorporated 
into our language by the trans- 
lators of the Bible, the Greek 
word being retained, with aa 
English termination. Had the 
word been translated into 
plain English, there would 
now perhaps be no controver- 



* Foliowerv of MAacioir, a 
Chriitian teacher of the second 
century, whOjbeifv dbsppointed 
in his hopes of eccIeBiastieal pre- 
ferment at Rome, united with 
Ceido in establishing a new sect. 
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S: on the mode of bapUsm. 
att. xxviii. 19. John iv. 2. 
Acts ii. 41. viii. 12. ix. 18. 
X. 47, &c. 

BARBARIAN, literally '<a 
stranger ;^^ a term used by the 
Greeks, Romans, and Jews, 
respeetiyely, to designate all 
those belonging to other na- 
tions. It contains no implica- 
tion (as used in Scripture) of 
savage Mature or manners in 
those to whom it is applied. 
Acts xxviii. 4. 

BARLEY, a well-known 
grain, now used principally 
for malt liquor, but anciently 
for cattle, and to make coarse 
bread. 1 Kings iv. 28, 2 Kings 
iv. 22. John vi. 8—10. It i» 
still used very generally for 
the latter purposes in Wales. 

BARTHOLOMEW, lite- 
wJly "the son of Ptolemy j" 
one of the twelve. Matt. x. 3. 
It is thought he preached the 
gospel in the Indies. He is 
probably the same with Na- 
thaniel. John i. 46, and xxi. 2. 

BA'SHAN, or BATAiTiEA, 
one of the most fruitful coun- 
tries in the world, lying chief- 
ly within the lot of Manasseh, 
eastward of Jordan, ^umb. 
zxxii. 33. Besides villages, it 
contained sixty fenced cities. 
It was peculiarly famous for 
its rich pasture, excellent 
flpcks and herds, and stately 
oaks.* Ezek, xxxix. 18. 

BATH, a Hebrew measure 
containing one tenth part of a 
homer, i.e. 7 or 8 gall. It seems 
to be the same as the Epha. 

BDEL'LIUM is usuaUy 



considered to be a fragrant 
gum produced in the East. 
Bochart considers it to be the 
pearl; Reland calls it crys' 
tal. Gen. ii. 12. Numb. xi. 7. 

BEASTS were divided, by 
the ceremonial law, intd clean 
and unclean. The former 
were all those which had the 
hoof parted in the middle and 
chewed the cud. Lev. xi. 34, 
This distinction, it is thought, 
prevailed even before the 
flood. The clear fat of all 
beasts was forbidden as food, 
as was the blood in all cases, 
on pain of death. For this 
last reason, animals which 
had died of themselves, or 
been strangled,were not eaten, 
nor those which had been torn 
by impfure beasts. Lev. xi. 

BED means, when used in 
reference to wealthy persons 
in eastern nations, a divan 
extending across one end of 
a room, used as a sofa by 
day and a bed by night. The 
poor have a light matress, or 
more generally- a mere mat j 
and very often sleep on the 
ground itself. 

BEEL'ZEBUB, the prince 
of flies, or god of Ekroti^ 
worshipped as having power 
over all hurtful insects. The 
name is applied in the New 
Testament to Satan. Matt. 
X. 25. xii. 24. Luke xi. 16— 
19. 

BEER'SHEBA, a city in 
the southern extremity of Ca- 
naan, as Dan was in the 
northern. Hence the expres- 
sion " from Dan to Beershe- 
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ba/' ¥rbich^fteii oecms in the 
JBible, meant the whole land. 

BEETLE, a genus of in- 
sects, of which there are many 
species. The Egyptians paid 
it divine honors, and wc still 
find its image on their obe- 
lisks. It is mentioned oi\|v in 
Lev. xi. 22. 

BE'HEMOTH. Sacred 
critics are not agreed whether 
this is the elephant or hip- 
popotamus ; the probability 
seems to lean toward the for- 
mer. Elephants are so often 
exhibited through the country, 
that it is needless to describe 
them here. 

BEIROOT, or Batrout, 
is a place which, though not 
mentioned in Scripture, de- 
serves a place bere, from its 
having become the chief seat 
of the American mission to the 
Holy Land. It is a seaport 
on the Mediterranean, 14 
miles north-east of Sidon, and 
137 miles north from Jerusa- 
lem 5 and has 8,000 inhabit- 
ants. The Roman Catholics 
have long^ mainteuned a mis- 
sion here, as they have also in 
many other parts of this coun- 

BELIAL, literally ". a toick- 
edj headstrong man." An ap- 
pellation of Satan. 

BELIEVE, to have a firm 
trust and confidence in the 
truth of a report. To believe 
the gospel, is to have a full 
persuasion of the divine au- 
thority of its doctrines, and a 
determined resolution, by the 
grace of God, to obey its pre- 



cepts;— to receive, and nljr 
upon Christ for life and talvm 
tion. John i. 12. Rom. ix. 33. 
A bare assent to gospel tmthi 
is sometimes called belief. 
Acts viii. 13. 

BELSH AZ'ZAR, a protfl- 
gate king of Babylon, ^ho 
reigned 17 years, and was 
killed by some soldiers of Da- 
rius, on the night of his guilty 
feast. Dan. v. His kingdom 
thenceforth passed over to 
the Medes and Persians. 

BERE'A, a city of Mace- 
donia, very populous in the 
days of Paul. Acts xvii. It 
now bears the name of Ve- 
ria, 

BERNI'CE, the daughter 
of Agiuppa the Great. She 
was first betrothed to Mark, 
son of Alexander, governor 
of the Jews at Alexandria. 
She however married her own 
uncle, Herod, king of ChaU 
cis. After his death, she mar- 
riedPoL|:MON,kingofPontu8, 
but abandoned him, and, re- 
turning to Agrippa her broth- 
er, lived wiUi nim in incest. 
They sat with pomp to hear 
Paul preach. ^ Acts xxv. 

BERnfL, a precious stone, 
resembling in many points the 
emerald. Its size varies ex- 
ceedingly,some beingnot larg- 
er than a hair, while some have 
been found a foot long, and 3 
or 4 inches in diameter. The 
ordinary siae is about that of 
a large pea. The color is a i 
fine blue, often bordering oa 
green. In its perfect state, it 
is about as hard as the garnet. 
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Found chiefly in the East In- 
dies and South America. 

BESTEAD; an obsolete 
word for conditioned or dis- 
posed. Isa. viii. 21. 

BETHANY, a village two 
miles east from Jerusalem^ on 
the road to Jericho. 

BETHEL, literally « the 
lunue of OodJ' The place 
which was so named by Ja- 
cob, Genesis xxviii. 19, was 
where Abram had pitched his 
tent. Gen. zii. 8. Jacob after- 
ward resided here. Gen. xzxv. 
6. It afterward became the 
site of an important city. 
Though it was called Luz 
when Abram dwelt there, Mo- 
ses called it Bethel, hecaase 
in his day it was only known 
by that name. It was altout 
10 miles north of Jerusalem. 

BEl*HES'DA, a pool on 
the east of Jerusalem. The 
name signifies '' a house of 
mercy /' so called because a 
public bath was here erected, 
or because God graciously be- 
stowed healing virtue on the 
pool. As it lay near the tem- 
ple, the sacrifices might be 
washed in it ; but it did not 
thence derive its virtue. John 
V.9. 

BETH'HORON, a city 12 
miles north-west from Jeru- 
salem. 
BETH'LEHEM, ''the house 
of breadf^* a city pf Judah, 
about six miles South of Jeru- 
salem. It is also called Eph- 
rmiah and Ephrath, its inhab- 
itants Ephrathites, from its 
founder. It was considerable 



only for giving birth to Ibzan, 
Elimelech, Boaz, David, and 
chiefly to the Messiah. Mic. 
V. 2. It is said now to con> 
tain more than 1000 inhabit- 
ants, the most of whom are 
nominal Christians. Its pres- 
ent name is Beett-la-hm. 

BETH'PAGE, ''a place of 
fS*i^ a ranall village belong- 
ing to the priests. It was hard 
by Bethany, and nearly two 
miles east of Jerusalem.' Here 
our Saviour obtained the ass 
for his lowly triumph. Matt, 
zxi. 1. 

BETHSA'IDA, lileradly. 
"a place of fishing;*^ a city of 
Galilee, on the west coast of 
the sea of Tiberias. It was 
the residence of Philip, An- 
drew, and Peter. John i. 44. 
It haid a wo pronounced a- 
gainst it by Christ, and was 
one of the first places ravaged 
by the Romans. Matt. xi. 21. 
It :8 now called Batsida. 
Some think there was another 
place of this name, on the op- 
posite coast, near the entrance 
of the Jordan. 

BETH'SHEAN, a city 
west of the Jordan, known in 
ancient geography as ScythO' 
polls— hMi now called Bysan^ 
and containing only 70 or 80 
houses. 

BETROTH, to contract 
marriage. It was often done 
by parents for young children 
without their consent, eind 
sometimes precede<) the nup* 
tials many years. 

BEWITCH', to practise 
sorcery upon, to mislead by 
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delusive pretences. Gal.iii.l. 

See SORCJERER. 

BEWRAY', to betray, to 
expose, or make visible. 

BIBLE. This wo/d, which 
does not occur in Scripture, 
means literally The Book. 
An excellent article on this 
word is found in JBttck's 
Theological Dictionary. See 
Scripture. 

BIRDS were created on 
the fifth' day. Like all . other 
creatures, they are wonderful- 
ly adapted to their mode of 
life. Such as chiefly fly /have 
very' larg^e wings. Such as 
wade in the mud, have long 
legs bare of feathers. Such 
as swim, have webbed feet. 
Such as bore trees for insects, 
have strong round bills. Such 
as live on prey, have crooked 
bills, to tear flesh. Such as rise 
high in the air, have eyescapa- 
ble of seeing the smallest worm 
from a great height. Such 
as grope for their food in the 
mud, where it cannot be seen, 
have flat bills with the nerves 
running down to the very end, 
so that they have as delicate 
a sense of feeling there, as we 
have in our fin^erp, Many 
other proofs of the wisdom 
and goodness of God are 
found, in the study of omithol^ 
ogy, as this subject is called. 
Birds are classed by natural*- 
ists by referring to their bills, 
feet, &c. Under the Jewish 
dispensation, they were divid- 
ed into clean and unclean. 
It may be observed in gener- 
al^ that such as fed on grain 



or seeds, were clean, iHuk 
such as ate flesh, fish, or car- 
rion, were prohibited. The 
following is a list of the un- 
clean : £e rest were allowed 
to be eaten. The modem 
names are given on the au- 
thority of the editor of Cal- 
met's Dictionary. 

Birds of the Air. 



Eagle, 

Ossifrage, 

Ogpray, 

Vulture, 

Kite, 

Raven, 



Eaffle. 

Vuftore. 

Black Easlo 

Hawk. 

Kite. 

Raveo. 



Birds of the Land. 
Owl, Oitrich. 

Night Hawk, Nirht Owl. 
Cuckoo, fiaMaf. 

Hawk, Ancient Ibis 



Birds of 
Little Owl, 
Gonnorant, 
Great Owl, 
Swan, 
Feliclan, 
Gier Eagle^ 
Stork, 
Heron, 
Lapwing, 



the Watet. 
Sea Gull. 
Cormorant. 
ItkisAniea. 
Wikl Goose 
Pelican. 
Alcyone 
Btinfk. 
Longneck. 
Hoopoe. 



Bat, 



Unique. 
Bat. 



BIRTHRIGHT, the par- 
ticular privileges enjoyed in 
most countries by the first-born 
son. In eastern countries, 
especially where polygamy 
exists, the pririle^s are im- 
portant. In patnarchal s^a 
they were still greater, givmg 
a sort of dominion and priest- 
hood to the possessor. 

BISHOP, a shepherd, or 
overseer. In the New Tci- 
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taj&ent, the word meai^s a 
spiritaal overseer, having the 
charge of souls, to instruct and 
guide them by the word. It 
seems to be synonymous with 
Mlder, or Presbyter, Acts 
XX. compare the 17th and 20th 
verses. Titus i. &— 7. IPet. 
V. 1, 2. The word is applied 
to Christ himself. 1 Pet. ii. 25. 
BrrHYN'IA, a provmce on 
the south of the Suxine Sea, 
west of Pontus and Galatia, 
north of Asia. Proper, and 
east of the Propontis, suppos- 
ed to have been settled by 
Thracians. It was formerly 
called Mygdoma. It was 
famed in . the time of the Ar- 
gonautic expedition,* which 
might be during the reign 
of Rehoboam, if not earlier. 
The metropolis was Nicome- 
dia, a city famous not only 
under the kings ofBithynia, 
but also under the emperors 
of Rome, particularly Diocle- 
tian, who had a palace there, 
the destruction of which by 
fire occasioned the tenth gen- 
eral persecution of Christians. 
Its oUier important cities were 
^rusa, Libyssa and Therma. 
Chalcedon, an ancient city in 
this country, situated on the 

* Tho Argonautic expedition is 
an era in ancient hiitory rondeired 
hnportant by the frequency of ref- 
erence made to it by early writers. 
Sirlaaac Newton labored to as- 
certain the exact date of it. and 
thence to rectify and settle aU an- 
cient chronology. A sufficient ac- 
eount of this voyage may be found 
in GjUtM* Mdfir^ ef Oreeeej or 
•By AcyelopMiia, under the word 



Bosphorus, which divided En- 
rope from Asia, was famous 
for the council whicE met in 
it, and condenmed the Euty 
chian heresy. At Nice, ano- 
ther of its distinguished cities, 
one of the most celebrated ot 
all Christian councils, was 
held, ▲. D. 325. At a very 
early period, Christianity was 
here planted, and a number of 
Jews and others believed. 1 
Pet. i. 1. Pliny, who describ- 
ed the character of Chris- 
tians, was governor here about 
A. D. 106. Historians trace a 
church here for 1000 years 
after Christ. Indeed, there are 
still a few Christians in the 
place. It is now called Beck- 
sangUf and sometimes Bur- 
sia. 

BIT'TERN, a fowl of the 
heron kind. It is common in 
fenny countries, skulks among 
the xeeds and sedges 3 and 
ordfnarily stands wi& its neck 
and beak straight upward. It 
suffers people to come very 
near it ; and if unable to es- 
cape, will strike at them. It 
flies mostly in the dusk of the 
evening, and makes a plain- 
tive noise among the reeds. 
Nineveh and Babylon became 
a possession for the bittern, 
when the spot was partly 
turned into a fen or pool of 
water. Isa. xiv. 23, and xxxi. 
11. Zeph. ii. 14. 

BLASPHEME, to reproach 
and revile God, by denying 
or ridiculing his perfections, 
word, or ordinances, and by 
ascribing to hitn any (hing 
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ba^e or ^mful. Tit. ii. 5. Rev. 
ziii. 6. What the unpardon- 
able blasphemy' against the 
Holy Ghost is, has been much 
controverted. The occasion 
of Christ's mentioning^ it, Matt, 
zii. 21 — 31, has induced many 
to think that it consists only 
in ascribing his miracles to 
diabolical influence ; but when 
we consider, also^ Heb. vi. 4, 
5, and z. 26-^30, it appears 
that an obstinate and mali- 
cious rejection of Christ, and 
salvation through him, not<< 
withstanding' strong convic- 
tions of the Holy Ghost, i» an 
unpardonable sin. 

BLESS, to m^e happy, 
which, vproperly, in the act of 
God alone, the author of etery 
blessing. God blesses, es- 
pecially, by the rich provision 
which he has made in his glo- 
rious plan Of redemption, in 
the supplies of his grace, and 
by the gifts of his Holy Spirit, 
whereby man is ensJ>Ied to 
serve him acceptably in this 
world, and to receive a meet- 
ness for that eternal inherit- 
ance in heaven, where he Will 
be perfectly happy in the en- 
joyment of God forever. This 
word is often used in an infe- 
rior sense, and fnan is said to 
bless God, when, with a grate- 
ful heart, he praises' him for 
Senefits received, and lives to 
his glory. He may be said to 
bless his fellow creatures, when 
he wishes them every good, 
and uses his- best endeavors 
to promote their happiness. 

BOANER'GES, sons of 
4, 



thunder. The sons of Zeb* 
edee are called so becauM 
vehement in their feelings, and 
powerful in their preaching* 
Mark iii. 17. 

BODY, the material part of 
man. The term is used in 
Scripture to denote an organ- 
ized system of any kind. Hence 
we read of the body of sin, 
which is to be put off when 
baptized into the death of 
Christ. This circumstance is 
to be remembered in order 
to understand much of the 
figurative language of Paul 
relative to Christian' ezpe* 
rience and sanctifieation. It 
signifies, also, the church of 
God, which is the mystical 
body of Christ. 1 Cor. z. 17. 
Col. i. 18. In the Lord^s sup- 
per, the bread is called th« 
body of Christ, that is) the rep- 
resentation of his body, and 
is received as a memorial of 
his sufferings, and the pledge 
of all the benefits purchased 
by his death. 

BOLL^ED, a word which 
occurs but once in the Bible,' 
viz. Ex. ix. 51, '* The flax was 
boiled,'' which seems to mean 
that it was nearly ripe, aiid 
the round seed- vessels fully 
developed. 

BONNET, a covefring for 
the head of the Hebrew 
priests, made of linen, some- 
what in the form of a turban. 
That of the high priest was 
adorned with gold and fronted 
with the plate uscribed ** Ho* 
Liirsss TO THS Lord." Eju 
zzviii. 40. 
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BOOK, a volume written 
Of printed. The different 
parts of Scripture are 
called books. They 
were at first written 
and circulated sepa- 
rately, somewhat as 
tracts are now. For- 
merly plates of lead and 
copper, the bark of 
trees, thin bricks, stone, 
and WQod, were used a 
iowri^eupon. Hesiod's > 
works were written on ' 
lead 'y God's law on stone ; and 
the laws of Solon on planks. 
When these last were used, 
they were ^nerally covered 
with a thin coat of wax, for 
ease both in writing and in 
blotting out, which explains 
the expression of David when 
Ije prays that his sins may be 
blotted out as a cloud, i. e. the 
record of them. Palm leaves, 
being more convenient as to 
bulk and portableness, were 
afterward made into books,^ 
and are still so used in In- 
dia. Then the thin inner 
bark of trees, especially the 
elm; hence the Latin word 
lihtr (the inner bark of a tree) 
means also a book. After- 
wards the Papyrus J of " pa- 
per reed,'^ was used. Isaiah 
xix. 7. ParcAmen^ was after- 
ward invented in Pergamos. 
Books of these two last sub- 
stances were rolled on sticks 
like cloth, and hence the 
word volume^ from the Latin 
word volvOf to roll. It was 
held and read in the manner 



here shown. A Wok thai 
rolled might have several seab^ 



so that a person might break 
one and read till he came to 
another, whereas if one of 
our books had several seals, 
all would be broken if one 
were. This peculiarity in an 
cient volumes explains Rev. v. 
Paper f such as we now ase,was 
invented about nine hundred 
years ago, and printing was 
invented about four hundred 
years ago. See Paper. 

BOOK OF Life signifies 
God's recognition of his peo- 
ple, and hid Secure remem- 
brance of them, and is an al-* 
lusion to the registers kept in 
cities of the names of all the 
regular citizens. Phil. iv. 3^ 
Honorable persons, not citi- 
zens, were sometimes entered 
here, which was giving the 
freedom of the city. Vaga- 
bonds and disorderly persons 
had their names erased. Rev. 
iii. 5. 

BOOTH, a shelter general 
ly made of forked poles driven 
into the ground, covered with- 
green boughs. Lev . zziii. 4SL 
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During^ the feast of taberna- 
cles, the Jews resorted to the 
country, and set lip booths. 
Neh. viii. 14. 

BORDER, a fringe or tas- 
sel made of wool, and worn by 
the Jews on their outer gar- 
ments, in order that they might 
be distinguished from the Gen- 
tiles, and be constantly re- 
minded of their laws. Mark 
vi. 56. See Phylacteries. 



BOSSES, the thick, itioBg 
and sometimes pointed part 
of a shield or buckler. Job 
XV. 26. 

BOTTLE. Anciently, bot- 
tles were made of leather, as 
glass was unknown. Tbeskiu 
of a goat, pulled off whole, 
and the places where the leg* 
were being tied up, formed 
a convenient bottle, as shown 
by the engraving. As they 



g^eW tender by using, new 
wine, which had not done 
fermenting, could not be safe- 
ly put in them. Matt. ix. 17. 
pavid in distress compares 
himself to a bottle in the 
^oke, dried up and withered. 
Ps. cxix. 83. 

BOWELS, a word used 
formerly very much as we 



now use the word heart; i. e. 
to represent tenderness, mer- 
cy, &c. 1 Kings iii. 26, &c. 

BOZRAH was a city sit. 
uated' to the eastward of 
Bashan. 

BRASS, a word of frequent 
occurrence in the Bible. As 
it is well known that this com- 
pound metal was first made 
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lb Germany, only six or seven 
hundred years ago, it seems 
much more proper to trans- 
late the Hebrew word nehest, 
copper. Iron and copper were 
known before the flood. 

BREAD is a word used in 
Scripture for food in generaJ. 
Gen. iii. 19. Ex. ii. 20. Bread 
was made in vsurious ways. 
See Oven. As it was gener- 
ally made by the Jews in thin 
cakeS; it was not cut but bro- 
ken, which gave rise to the 
phrase, ** breaking of bread," 
to signify eating. See Shew- 

BREAP. 

BREAST-PLATE, a part 
of the high priest's holy ap- 
parel. It was about 10 inch- 
es square, and consisted of 
2 gems, set in gold, each gem 
representing a tribe of Israel. 
They were set in four rows. 
In the uppermost were a sar- 
dius, topaz, and carbuncle, 
for Reuben, Simeon, and Le- 
vi } in the second, an emerald, 
sapphire^ and diamond, for 
Judah, Dan, and Naphtali; 
in the third, a ligtire, an a^ate, 
and amethyst, for Gad, Ash- 
er, and Issachar ; in the low- 
est, a beryl, onyx, and jasper, 
for Zebulon, Joseph, and Ben- 
jamin. The reaider will jSnd 
these st9nes described under 
their respective names. This 
breast-plate was fastened to 
the embroidered ephod of the 
high priest, so as to hang upon 
his bosom, and was worn only 
on appointed occasions. It 
was called a ** memorial," be- 
eaoM it taught the priest to 



bear his people on his heait 
before God, and reminded the 
people of the blessing of the 
ministry. 

BRIG'ANDINE, an ancient 
kind of mail, worn in battle, 
to secure the soldiers from 
sword cuts. Jer. xlvi. 4. 

BROTHER is a term used 
in Scripture for several kinds 
of relations. Lot, who was 
Abraham's nephew, was called 
brother. So in many other 
instances. 

BULRUSH. SeePAPKH. 

BURNT-OFFERING. A 
" whole bumt-offeringf" was a 
sacrifice in which the victim 
wfis wholly consumed on the 
altar. A "burnt-offering'* 
was the fat of the intestmes 
and kidneys, and the fat tail 
of sheep, burnt after being 
sprinkled with salt. The ri^t 
fore quarter was the portion 
of the priest, and the rest was 
given back to the offerer, who 
commonJy xite it as a feast, 
and invited widows, orphans, 
Levites, &c^ to partake. 

BURY. The Hebrews 
were care^ to bury even 
their enemies. 1 Kings xi. 
15. Ezek. xxxix. 14. The 
troublesome pollution of dead 
bodies required it. To be 
deprived of burial, or cast 
into an unclean place, they 
reckoned a terrible calamity. 
.When one died, if his frienda 
were able, he was eml|;>a]med, 
and, after a proper time, car- 
ried , out to his grave ; on a 
bier, ji \M»nr, or qn a stately 
bed, li iich. Dead bodies 
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«mre airayed in clothes ; but 
firom the resurrection of Laz- 
Bxva, and other evidence, it 
appears they were not buried 
in coffins, as is the manner 
with us. 

To be " buried noith Christ 
m baptiam** imports our mor- 
tification of siUy by virtue of 
fellowship with him in his 
death, represented in our bap- 
tism. The apostle would say, 
that just as Christ closed his 
mortal existence, and waa 
laid in the tomb, soon to rise 
from thence, and enter on a 
new and glorified state, so 
the baptismal burial of the 
believer is an emblem of his 
renouncing the great purpose 
of his past life, and coming 
forth into a new and moro 
exalted state of being. Rom. 
vi.4. Col.ii. 12. 



c. 

CAB, or Kab, a Hebrew 
measure, containing- the 18th 
part of an ephah,^qual to our 
quart. 2 Kings vi. S5. In 
giving the capacity of He- 
brew measures, authors . are 
followed who seem most rea- 
sonable ; but it is a subject on 
which, at this distance of 
time, rests great uncertainty. 

CiESAR, a name whjch, 
after becoming dignified in 
the person of JiUius Coesar, 
was^ the appdlatioh of his suc- 
cessors on the throne. The 
4* 



emperors mentioned or aU 
luded to by this title in tiM 
New Testament, are AvgvS" 
Tus, Luke ii. 1 ; TiBSBiVf^ 
Luke iii. 1, and xx. 22—25 ) 
Claudius, AcU xi. 28 3 and 
NxRO, AcU XXV. 8. The 
re^er will do well to look out 
these passages, and where the 
distinctive title is not found 
in the text^ to write it in the 
margin of his Bible. It is r»> 
markable that CaJsIQVUl, 
who succeeded Tiberius, ia 
not mentioned. 

Ci^SARE'A is on the 
coast of the Mediterranean, 
about sixty miles from Jeru« 
saJem. Anciently it was a 
small town, called Stratonieef 
or the Tcwtr of BtraJlo, and 
had an inconvenient, exposed 
harbor. Herod the Great built 
a noble breakwater, enlarged 
and beautified the place, and 
called it CcBtarea, in honor 
of the emperor, his patron. 
EusebiuSf the historian, was 
bom here. Here Comelioa 
lived. Acts x. 1 j here Agrip- 
pa was smitten of worms $ 
and here Agabus foretold 
Paul's imprisonment. Acts 
xxi. 10, 11. This is the Cses- 
arca mentioned also in the fol- 
lowing places : Acts viii. 40. 
ix. 30. xii. 19. xxi. 8. xxiii. 
23, 33. XXV. 4, 13. It is now 
wholly deserted and desolate ; 
and its ruins have long been 
resorted to for building mate- 
rials required at Accho. The 
present name of the place is 
Kaisaria. 
C^SARE'A PKILIPTI 
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stood between Sidon and Da- 
mucas, near the sources of 
Uie Jordan. It is thought by 
many geographers to be ihe 
city ealled LaUhj or Don, in 
the Old Testament. It was 
enlarged and embellished by 
Philip the Tet^arch $ and 
hence its double name>--he 
choosing to honor Tiberius 
CKsar and himself. It was 
the residence of the woman 
healed of the issue of blood. 
Matt. ix. 20. It is now an in- 
considerable village, called 
Baniaa. 

C A L' AMUS, an exceeding- 
ly fragrant reed or cane, com- 
mon in the East, and growing 
to the height of two or three 
feet, its essence constituted 
ioneofthe ingredients of the 
l^oly anointing oil. Ex. xxx. 
g3. Ezek. xxvii. 19. 

CALLING. (1.) Any law- 
ful emplo3rment. « 1 Cor vii. 
20. (2.) The general in vita- 
lion to repentance, by the 
ministry, by providence, or by 
the motions of the Holy Spir- 
it on the consciences of men, 
whereby they are warned of 
jlheir danger, and taught the 
need of^ a Saviour. Isa. xxii. 
12. Matt. xxii. 14. <3.) That 
qiorc particular invitation by 
the preaching of the word, 
and eifectual operation of the 
Holy Spirit, whereby sinners 
know, believe, and obey the 
gospel. Rom. xi. 29. 

CALVARY, or Golgo- 
tha, " the Place of Skulls." 
A small hill nn the north side 
of Mount Zion, so called 



either from its bemg iatht 
shape of a man's head, or be* 
cause it was a place of exe- 
cution, which, among the Ro* 
mans as well as Jews, was 
oflen done by beheading. 
Jud. ix. 5. Matt. xiv. 10. 
The empress Helena built a 
noble church on this spot, 
which still exists. 

CAMEL, an animal be* 
longing to the same genus as 
the dromedary, lama and pa- 
cos. Ills a native of Asia, 
lives between forty and fifty 
years, subsists on poor avd 
scanty herbage, endures as* 
tonishing labors and intense 
heat, can go for many days 
without water, and is extreme- 
ly docile and patient. Of the 
coarse part of its hair saci» 
cloth is made. Rev. vi. 12, 
and very coarse raiment, such 
as was worn by John Baptist, 
and is now worn by the Der- 
vishes of the East. Of the 
finest parts, beautiful shawls, 
&;c. are made. It is the great 
dependence of the Arabs, for 
food, clothing and labor. No 
other animal eould at all sup- 
ply its place-. Job, ailer his 
affliction, had six thousand 
camels. 

CAMP. In the camp of 
the Hebrews in the desert, 
the tabernacle was placed in 
the midst. Moses, Aaron, 
and their families, had their 
tents on the east of it, which 
was considered the front. On 
the south pitched the Kohath- 
ites ; on the west, the Ger- 
sbcMutes; on the north, the 
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Mtrarites. Thus it was en- 
compajted by the Levites. 
Beyond the tents of Moses 
and the priests on the east, 
was the camp of Judah, to 
which belonged Issachar and 
ZebtUon; on the sooth, of 
Reuben, to which belonged 
Simeon and Gad; on the 
west, of Ephraim, with Ma- 
nasseh and Benjamin ; on the 
north, of Dan, with Asher and 
Naphtali. Before commenc- 
ing a march) which was only 
when the cloud moved from 
over the tabernacle, the peo- 
ple had three warnings by the 
silver trumpets ; one, to pack 
up baggage ; a second, to as- 
semble to the standards ; and 
a third, to begin the march. 
The camp of Judah march- 
ed first; the tabernacle was 
then taken down; and the 
Gershonites and Merarites, 
laying the various materials 
on wagons, followed. Next 
the camp of Reuben marched ; 
the Kohathites followed with 
the more sacred furniture of 
Ihe tabernacle on their shoul- 
ders. Next followed the camp 
of Ephraim; and that of Dan 
brought up the rear. Numb, 
i. ii. iv. X. 

CAMPHIRE, a white,tran8- 
Jncent, vegetable product, of 
a highly fragrant odor, and 
aromatic taste. It is procured 
from two species of trees, one 
of which grows in Japan ; the 
other, from which the best and 
largest portion of the drug is 
obtained, grows wild in Bor- 
oep and Sumatra. Thew 



trees are o the laurel tpeciety 
but of astonishine magnitude, 
some attaining, it is said, a 
height of two hundred feet, 
and proportiooably thick. 
The blossoms difiuse a power- 
ful and delicious fragrance, 
and are much used to adorn 
baths and dwellings. Turk- 
ish and Egyptian ladies use 
the powder of the dried leaves 
to give a red tinge to their 
naUs, a practice of great an- 
tiquity. 

CA'NA. There were two 
places of this name without 
Galilee, one in the tribe of 
Asher, Josh. xix. 28, the other 
in Ephraim, xvi. 8. xvii. 9, 
and one within Galilee, about 
four miles north of Nazareth, 
whence Christ went down to 
Capernaum. John ii. 12. iv. 
46. The latter still esists, 
though a small village, of only 
60 houses. Half of the in- 
habitants are Christians of 
the Oriental Greek church. 

CA'NAAN, the Scripture 
name of what is now called 
Palestine, or the Holt 
Land. Its name was derived 
from Canaan, whose posterity 
settled here, and remained for 
about seven hundred years. 
Becoming enormously cor- 
rupt, they were devoted to 
destruction, and their land 
given to Israel. Its conquest 
is recorded in the book of 
Joshua, &.C. af\er which it was 
called "The land of Israel." 
Its boundaries, as generally 
laid down, are Lebanon oa 
the north, Arabia on the eatt, 
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Idumea on the south, and the 
se^ on the west. Under Da- 
vid and Solomon, its extent 
was greatly increased, by the 
conquest of Ammon, Moab, 
Edom, &c. 1 Kings iv. 1^1— 
94. It was a most beautiful 
and fertile country, and the 
Jews multiplied in it to an as- 
tonishing degree. 
^ Under Rehoboam, a dread- 
ful rending asunder of the 
kingdom took place, which 
made Judah and Benjamin 
one kingdom, and the remain- 
ing ten tribes anotlier. 1 
Kings xii. Jerusalem con- 
tinued the metropolis of Ju- 
dah and Benjamin ; and this 
kingdom adhered to the true 
God, and his proper worship. 
Samaria became the metrop- 
olis of Israel, and that peo- 
ple worshipped golden calves 
at Bethel and Dan. These 
separajte kingdoms were often 
at war, to their unspeakable 
detriment, and were often de- 
vastated by foreign enemies. 
At last, about 721 years be- 
fore Christ, the kingdom of 
Israel was entirely overthrown 
by Shalmaneser, king of As- 
syria, after it had stood about 
two hundred and fifty-four 
years, and has never since 
been restored. Judah surviv- 
ed as a kingdom' about one 
hundred and thirty years 
longer, and was then, B. C. 
690, entirely conquered by 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babyion, who carried away 
with him the most important 
pf the people. 



After a captivity of seventy 
years, they returned gradual- 
ly J their temple and city, 
which had laid in ruins, were 
rebuilt, and they enjoyed 
peace as a province of Per- 
sia. When . that monarchy 
was overthrown by Alexan- 
der, Judea (as the whole of 
Canaan was then called) sub- 
mitted to the conqueror. Af- 
ter Alexander's death, this 
country was sometimes sub- 
ject to Syria, and sometimes 
to Egypt, and for a time as- 
serted and n^aintained its in- 
dependence, under John Hjnr- 
canus and his successors. It, 
however,was forced afterward 
to submit to the victorious 
Romans, who divided it into 
provinces, and set over them 
such rulers as they pleased. 
These provinces, at the time 
of Christ, were Judea f 8ama 
ria and Galilee. There was 
also a province on the north, 
called PercBOf and one on the 
south, called Idumeaf which 
were considered as belonging 
to Palestine. It contbucd 
thus, in possession of much 
■peace and prosperity, till the 
spirit of revolt dcew on it the 
vengeance of the Romans, 
who, under Titus, destroyed 
Jerusalem, and terminated 
wholly the existence of the 
Jews as a nation. 

Since that period, Israel- 
ites have been found in al- 
most every commercial part 
of the world, and not a few 
have ever continued on the 
soil of their forefathers i but 
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their once beautifii] ]and has 
been constantly sufTeriog^ un- 
der the horrors of servitude 
and frequent wars. The Sar- 
acens, crusaders, Mamelukes/ 
and Turks, have ruled it in 
succession 5 and under these 
last masters, who have pos- 
sessed it simce the year 1317, 
its sterility and desolation 
have constantly increased. Its 
once noble cities are now poor 
villages, and most of its former 
villages ate utterly extinct. 

The territory is now divided 
into two districts, viz. AcKE, 
comprising the seaboard, and 
Damascus, embracing the 
remainder; each of \iiiich 
is governed by a pachUf or 
bashaw. The population is 
now very mixed, consisting 
of Turks, (who hold all the 
chief offices,)Syrians, Bedouin 
Arabs, Jews, Copts, Druses, 
and Christians. The last are, 
generally, Roman Catholics, 
Greeks and Armenians. 
Many monks reside here, 
and most of the chief towns 
have convents. 
CANE. See Calamus. 
CANTICLES. See Song 
OF doLOMoir. 

CAPER'NAUM, a princi- 
pal city of Galilee. It stood 
on the western shore of the 
Bea of Tiberias, in the border 
of Zebulon and Naphtali, not 
far from Bethsaida. It re- 
ceived its name from a clear 
fountam adjacent; Here 
Christ resided and taught, and 
here Matthew was called. It 
if vow called TaJhume. 



CAPHTOR is thought by 
Boehart to be the same as 
Cappadceia ; but by Calmet, 
to be Crete. Deut. ii. 23. 

CAPPADO'CIA, a prov- 
ince in the north-eastern part 
of Asia Minor, peopled by 
the descendants of Togarmah, 
and once forming part of the 
kingdom of Lydia. It was 
famous for horses, mules and 
flocks; and traded in these 
with the Tyrians. Ezek. xxvii. 
14. According to Herodotus, 
it submitted to the Medes, and 
then to the Persians, parts' of 
whose worship the inhabitants 
incorporated with their own 
idolatry. It afterward formed 
part of the vast Roman em pi re. 
Christianity was introduced 
here in the days of the apos- 
tles, Adts ii. 9, and continues 
to this day.- At the village 
of Dacoraj in this province, 
was bom Eunomius tiie Arian. 
Some of its early pastors were 
very distinguished for piety 
and learning. 

CAPTIVITY, the state of 
a person who is at the com- 
mand of another. God often 
punished the vices and infidel- 
ity of his people by the difier- 
ent captivities into which they 
were permitted to fall. The 
most remarkable instances 
are the Ass3rrian captivity, 
2 Kings xviii. 9r—12', and the 
Babylonish captivity, Jer. xxv. 
12. - It is generally believed, 
that t|iere was 00 return from 
the former captivity, and that 
th^ ten tribes never came back 
again afler their dispersion. 
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Christ ."/«rf captivity cap- 
tivef" Eph. iv. 8 5 that is, our 
Lord, by his victory over 
dealb; Satan and sin, con- 
quered 9Jid triumphed over 
all our spiritual enemies and 
oppressors. Ps. Ixviii. 18. 
Rom. vti. 23. £ Tim. ii. 26. 

CAR'BUNCLE, a precious 
fttone of great beauty, next in' 
value to th6 diamond. It is 
rarely found, and (as yet) only 
in the East Indies. It is of a 
bright red color, shining in the 
dark, commonly of the size 
of a small pea. Esek. xxviii. 
13. 

C AR'CHEMISH, 2 Chron. 
XXXV. 20y a city of Mesopota- 
mia, thought to be the same 
as the ancient Circesium, the 
modem name of which is Ker- 
kish, 

CARE, anxious thought, or 
extraordinary, cautious con- 
cern. Man's care is lawful 
when he endeavors to please 
God, mourns for his sins, and 
regulates his conduct by the 
word of God 5 when he is con- 
cerned about the welfare of 
others, and solicitous for the 
salvation of their souls; or 
when he mode]:ately takes 
thought for the things of this 
present life, resigning himscslf, 
at the same time, to the vdll 
of God. 2 Cor. vii.ll, 12. But 
it is unlawful when he is care- 
ful about forbidden things, and 
maked '^ provision for the flesh 
to fulfil the lusU thereof 3'' or 
when he has a perplexing care 
about lawful things, to the 
neglect of the worship of God, 



and distrust of his providenfee. 
Phil. iv.6. 

CARMEL, though general- 
ly spoken of as a single moun- 
tain, is a range of hills, end- 
ing in a promontory, which 
forms the bay of Acre. The 
district was famed for fine tim- 
ber and pasturage. 2 Kings 
xix. 123. The cave is still 
shown, in which it is said Eli- 
jah resided. There was an- 
other Carmel in the lot of Ju- 
dah. Josh. xv. 50. 2 Sam. 
iii. 3. It is now called El 
Kirmel, 

CARNAL. (l.J Things 
belonging to the flesn ; world- 
ly things, such as silver and 
gold, and things needful for 
sustaining the body. Romans 
XV. 27. 1 Cor. ix. 11. (2.) 
Sensual, or governed by sen- 
sual appetites. In this sense 
it is applied to such as are in 
a natural, unregenerated state, 
who are enemies to Grod, and 

fiven to sensual pleasures, 
ohn iii. 6. Rom. viii. 7. The 
ceremonial law is called car- 
nal, because it consisted of 
such rites, ceremonies, ordi- 
nances, as only related to the 
body and the purifying of 
the flesh, but did not reach the 
soul. Heb. ix. 10. 

CARPUS, the inend and 
host of Paul« when he was at 
Troas. 2 Tim. iv. 13. He is 
thought to have been one of 
the seventy disciples, 

CASTOR AHD POLLUX, 
the fabled sons of Jupiter. 
They were probably heroef 
who cleared the sea of pi 
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and came, in alter 
times, to be worshipped as 
deities. The vessel Paul 
sailed in, Acts xxviii., had 
their figures carved at the 
prow. 

CAUL, a cap, or bag. The 
word is applied to a membrane 
which encloses the heart, Hos. 
xiii. 8, and sometimes to the 
head-dress of females. Isa. 
iii. 18. 

CEDAR, a tree of great 
size and beauty in warm lati- 
tudes, and much celebrated in 
the Scriptures. It is an ever- 
green, of slow growth, and the 
timber it produces does not 
decay when .preserved from 
damp. A few yet remain on 
Lebanon. They were former- 
ly found there in great abun- 
dance. 

CE'DRON,or Ke'dron, a 
small brook, rising near Jeru- 
salem, passing through the 
valley of Jehoshaphat, and is- 
suing in the Sea of Sodom. 
As IS the case with most 
streams in that country, it is 
a rapid torrent afler rains, but 
dry, or nearly so, in the midst 
of summer. 2 Sam. xv. 23. 
Jer. xxxu 40. John xviii. 1. 

CEN'CHREA, a port of 
Cdrinth, Acts xviii. 18, situat- 
ed on the eastern side of the 
isthmos. 

CENSER, a pan or urn, in 
which incense was burned. 
It was made in various forms. 
That here represented was 
most common. Where the 
twenty-four elders are said 
to have golden vials full of 



odors, Rev. v. 8, it 



mean censers, not such vials 
as we now use. 

CENTURION, ^ officer 
who had the command over a 
hundred soldiers. 

CESARE'A. See Cjes- 

AREA. 

CHAL'CEDONY, a pre- 
cious stone resembling the 
agate. There are several va- 
rieties of this gem. (1.) A 
pale gray or bluish stone, 
found in Saxony, Hungary, 
Iceland, Scotland, and Asiat- 
ic Russia. It seems to have 
been originally obtained frem 
Chalcedon in Bithynia,whence 
it derives its name. Rev. xxi. 
17. (2.) A species in which 
a red hue prevails, and which 
is commonly called Cornelian. 
It is found in various coun- 
tries, but chiefly in Arabia, and 
Surat and Cambay in India. 
(3.) There are some with white 
and red ahemate stripes,which 
are called onyx stones. 

The names given by mod- 
ern lapidaries to many jewels, 
are so different from their an- 
cient appellations, that it is 
impossible to be certain; in 
all cases, as to those which 
> are mentioned in Scripture. 
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CHALDEA, a country in 
Aria, eastward of the north 
partof Judea. Its capital was 
Babylon. It was bounded by 
Mesopotamia on the north, 
and Arabia the Desert on the 
west, the Persian Gulf, and 
part of Arabia Felix, on the 
south. The soil is fertile 5 
but rain seldom falls, some- 
limes scarcely any for eight 
months. This deficiency is 
supplied by the annual inun- 
dations of the Tigris and Eu- 
phrates^ The inhabitants la- 
boriously water the lauds 
which lie too high to be over- 
flowed. Its ancient name was * 
Shincar^ because the Lord, by 
the confusion of tongues, did, 
as it were, shdke the inhabit- 
ants out of it, to people the 
rest of the world. It is now 
called Kaldar. 

CHALDEANS. (1.) The 
inhabitants of Chaldea j and 
(2.) A sect of philosophers 
whose employment was to inr 
terpret dreams, and foretell 
future events. 

CHAMOIS, a goat. The 
exact species which is so 
called in the Scriptures, can- 
not now be ascertained. Deut. 
xiv. 5. 

CHAPITER, an ornament- 
al finish to the top of a pillar. 
2 Kings XXV. 17, &c. 

CHARGER, a large dish, 
or, as we should now call it, 
ft tabier, or waiter. Numb, 
vii. 17. 

CHARITY, a principle of 
love to God, and benevolence 
•o nieii, which inclines the pos- 



sessor io glorify God, and %^ 
do good to others. Its disfin* 
guishing characteristics may 
be seen, 1 Cor. xiii. l^e word 
is never used in Scripture to 
mean alms-giving, or an in- 
discriminate regard for other 
denominations, but always 
means love. 

CHARRAN. See Haras. 

CHAS'TISEMENT, the 
correction of an offender, 
either by word or deed. The 
'' chastisement of our peace," 
&c. Isa. liii. 5, signifies that 
punishment which was laid 
upon Christ by God's jus- 
tice, and by which our peace, 
that is, our reconciliation to 
God, was to be procured. 

CHEERFULNESS, glad- 
ness of heart ; gayety,or live- 
liness of disposition ; freedom 
from dejection, or gloomy 
thoughts ; also contentment in 
present circumstances. 

CHE'MOSH, a Moabitish 
idol, supposed by some to be 
the sun, but others have 
thought it was the same as 
Bacchus. 

CHER'ETHITES, PhUis- 
tines who were made guar^ 
to the king, and executioners. 
See Pelethites. 

CHERUB, the singular of 
Cherubim, a word which is of 
doubtful derivation, but seena- 
ing to mean knowledge. It is 
thought by some that the 
Egyptian sphinxes were imi- 
tations of the Hebrew cherubs. 
Grotius, Bochart, and Spen 
cer, suppose they resembled 
an ox or a calf. Others de 
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fcribe then) as represented in 
a foim compounded of a man, 
an eagle, an ox, and a lion. 
Heb. ix, 5. God's riding on 
CkertUnm, means his usmg 
them in the dispensations of 
providence. Ps. xvifi. 10. His 
dwelling hetvsten the Cheru- 
bim, means the presence of 
the Shechinah, or glory over 
the mercy-seat of the ark. 
Ps. Ixxx. 1. 

CHIOS, an island of Greece, 
famous once for its Malmsey 
wine, and more recently for 
its literature. The place was 
almost ruined, and great num- 
bers of its inhabitants were 
massacred by tlie Turks, in 
the late revolution. Its mod- 
ern name is Sdo. Acts xx. 15. 

CHISLEU, the Jews' third 
civil month.. See Month. 

CHITTIM, a country con- 
cerning the place of which 
there has been much dispute. 
The probability seems to be, 
that it means the islands of 
the Mediterranean, especially 
those of Greece. Josephus 
understands by it the island 
of Cyprus. Fmmb. xxiv. 24. 

CHIUN, the name of an 
idol, worshipped once by Is- 
rael. It is thought to be Sa- 
turn. Amos V. 26. 

CHORA'ZIN, a city near 
Capernaum. It is now called 
Teil-Qui. Matt. xi. 21. 

CHRIST, " the anointed." 
The practice of anointing 
priests and kings has been 
common in all . ages of the 
world. Our Saviour was 
9iiipluUicalIy <'the Anointed 



One,'' and as auch, in his tw 
natures, human anddivine,pe^ 
fected a piriestly work, which 
saves unto the uttermost aU 
that come unto God by him. 
Heb. vii. 25. He never wm 
externally anointed, or other 
wise introduced v>^o the oat^ 
ward priesthood. His unc- 
tion was that of th^- Holy 
Ghost, of which all outward, 
rites were but symbols. At 
the last day, he will judge the 
world. AcU xvii. 31. 2 Tim. 
iy. 1. 

CHRONICLES. Two 
books of Scriptures are •• 
called, the writer of which 19 
not now known. Thoy ar^ 
evidently compiled imder thv 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
from copious registers and 
documents, which, being unin- 
spired, have not been preserv* 
ed. The fibst book traces 
the Israelites from Adam 
to David. The sxcokd re- 
lates the progress and disso- 
lution of the kingdom of Ju- 
dah, and the return of the 
Jews from the Babylonish 
captivity. The period em- 
braced in the two books ia 
about 3468 years. 

CHRYS/OLITE was prob- 
ably the ancient name of the 
gem now called topax. The 
stone now cailed chrysolite is 
sc.dom found larger than a 
pin's head. It was the tenth 
in the breast-plate of Aaron^ 
and bore the name of Zeb- 
ulon. Rev. xyi- 20. 

CHRYSO'PRASUS,* pre- 
cious' sicne of a grass gTMH 
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«olor, found chiefly in Silesia. 
Rev. XXI. 20. 

CHURCH. The word so 
rendered was anciently used 
to signify any public organ- 
ized meeting of citizens. It 
is thought by many, that the 
place of sacred meeting is 
so called;, in 1 Cor. xi. 18, S2, 
xiv. 34. As the word is used 
in the New Testament, it has 
for the most part two significa- 
tions. (1.) The whole of the 
elect in heaven and earth, 
which is Christ's spouse, or 
body, and is what we call the 
inuUibU church, because we 
cannot now know with cer- 
tainty who belong to it— or 
the catholic, or universal 
church, because it embraces 
the truly pious in all the earth. 
Matt. xvi. 18. 1 Cor. vi. 4. 
Col. i. 16. (2.) A particular 
body of men, who are wont to 
meet together in one place, to 
profess, worship, and serve 
the Lord Christ. Such were 
the churches of Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Jerusalem, Rome, 
Slc, Acts viii. 1. Col. iv. 
16. Rev. i. 4. Thus we rdad 
also of churches in particular 
houses. Rom. xvi. 5. Col. 
ir. 16. The followers of 
Christ, who are here in a state 
of spiritual warfare against the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, 
are called, by theologians, the 
church mUitant ; but those in 
heaven, whose conquest over 
sin and death is complete, and 
who arc rewarded with eter- 
nal blessedness, are dtyled the 
cfanrch triumpfiant. 



CILICIA, a province ob 
the north-eastern extremity of 
the Mediterranean Sea/amous 
on account of Cicero, who 
was its proconsul. In Tarsus, 
its metropolis, Paul was bom. 
It produces superior safiron in 
great quantities, and is now 
called Caramania. 

CINNAMON, a species of 
laurel. What is sold in the 
shops under this name, is the 
bark. It was one of the in- 
gredients of the holy oil. 

CIRCUMCISE, to cut off 
the foreskin, according to the 
commandment given to Abra- 
ham, as a sigp of that cove- 
nant which God had entered 
into with him, that out of his 
loins should proceed the Mes- 
siah. To be spiritually cir- 
cumcised, or to be the spiritual 
seed of Abraham, is to have 
the thing signified by thai 
ceremony, and to perform aU 
those duties which circum- 
cision was designed to en- 
force—namely, to believe in 
the Messiah, to put off the 
old man, and to serve hini as 
new creatures, which is sign; - 
fied by our acceptance of the 
ordinances of the gospel, and ' 
submission to them. Phil, 
iii. 3. 

CITIZEN, in the Old and 
New Testament, generally 
means, not merely an inhab- 
itant or dweller in a city, but 
one admitted to its corporate 
privileges. Citizenship waa 
sometimes derived from hirth^ 
(the parents of a child convey- 
ing it to him,) and sometimes 
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obtained by purchase ; bolh 
of which sources are alluded 
to in Acts xxii. 28. 

CLAUDIUS. SeeCiESAR. 

CLEAN, pure, free from 
defilement. Grain is clean 
when freed from the chaff. 
Isa. XXX. 24. Clean beasts 
and birds were those which 
God judged it proper for his 
people to eat. See Birds, 
and Beasts. 

Under the New Testament, 
to the pure all things are pure ; 
that is, all food is clean if we 
eat it with thankfulness and 
prayer. Cleanness of teeth, 
in the Old Testament, means 
the want of any thing to 
eat. 

CLEMENT, a Christian 
mentioned PhiK iv. 3. It is 
supposed that he is the same 
with the Clemens RonuxnuSf 
famous in church history as 
the chief uninspired writer of 
the first century. Many pro- 
ductions are attributed to him, 
only one of which, a letter to 
the Corinthians, is universajly 
acknowledged to be genuine. 
CLE'OPHAS, probably the 
game with Alpheus, is said to 
have been the brotlier of Jo- 
seph, our Lord's reputed 
father. He was the husband 
of ]^ary, sister of the blessed 
Virgin, and was the father of 
Simon, and James the Less, 
and of Jude, and Joseph, or 
Joses, the cousin of Christ. 

CLOTHES. See Rai- 
ment. 

COALS, A pot of coals 
was used at our Saviour's 



trial for the men to wans 
themselves, who had boen ex- 
posed to the night air and dew 
in apprehending Christ. In 
the day time, fire was rarely 
necessary in the Holy LaatL 
The disciples were to pray 
that their flight might not be 
in the winter, not so much on 
account of the cold, as of the 
swelling of the streams and 
torrents, especially in the 
mountains. Matt. xxiv. 20. 

COCKATRICE, a serpent 
of greaf venom ; probably the 
Coln-a de Capello. The egga 
of serpents ai^ sometimet 
found J and when eaten in 
mistake for those of birds, 
have proved fatal. The pro- 
phecy, Isaiah xi. 6—8, seems 
to have been obscurely known 
to the ancient Hindoos. Their 
g^d Krishnu is represented 
as playing on a flute with such 
charming melody that before 
him stand, in one peaceful 
group, a young ox, a tiger, 
and a serpent. 

COCKLE, a pernicious 
weed. The word occurs only 
in Job xxxi. 40, where it is 
rendered by the Chaldee par- 
aphrase noxious herbs. Mi- 
chaelis calls it aconite, a 
poisonous plant. Bishop Stock 
and Mr. Good translate it 
mghtsliade. The original 
word imports not only a nox- 
ious weed, but one of Vk fetid 
snieU. 

COGItATIONS, medita, 
tions, contemplations, pur- 
poses. Dan. vii. 28. 

COLLOPS, slices or lumps} 



,y Google 



CON 



02 



CON 



I of fat on the ribs, &c. 
Job zv. 27. 

COLOS'SE; a city of 
Phrygia, near Laodicea. Paul 
sent (^e Christians here an 
inspired Epistle. The city 
was destroyed by an earth- 
quake in the tenth year of 
&ero ; Uhat is, a. b. 63. The 
moderir name of this place is 
Konos. 

COMFORTER, a tiUe 

S'ven by our iiaviour to the 
oly Spirit. John xiv. 16. 

COMMUNION, the con- 
cord of doctrines or o|)inions 
in several persons. The act 
of receiving the Lord's Sup- 
per, that sign of our fellow- 
ship with Christ. 1 Cor. x. 
16. The communion of saints 
is that fellowship which the 
saihts have with Christ by 
fkiihf and among themselves 
by love. 1 John i. 3. Acts 
iv. 32, 34, 35. 

COMPASS ; the instrument 
so balled, used now by navi- 
gators, was wholly unknown 
to the ancients. The expres- 
sion, ''fetch a compass," 
Acts zxviii. 13, means to go 
round, and not directly to a 
place. The carpenter's com- 
pass is mentioned Isa. xliv. 

CONCISION, a term used 
ill reference to persons who 
would cut asunder, or make 
schisms in, the church of 
Christ. Phil. iii. 2. Rev. 
i 9. 

CONCUBINE, a term used 
In Scripture to signify a lawful 
triiie, bat of ati inferior grade. 



She difieYcd from a proper 
wife, in the solemnity of mar> 
riage, having no dowry ,,and 
not sharing the government 
of the family, 

CONDEMNATION; tb6 
act of passing sentence aga Ast 
a person, by which he is 
doomed to punishment >— the 
punishment itself. Among 
the Greeks, condemnation was 
signified by a black stone, 
and acquittal by giving a 
white stone, to which an allu- 
sion is made in Rev. ii. 17. 

CONEY, a small animal 
which seems, from the allu- 
sions to it in Scripture, to 
have been common in Pales- 
tine. As the name is now ob- 
solete, it has liecome a mat 
ter of dispute what animal, 
now known to us, is meant. 
Bruce is confident it is the 
ashkokOj found in Ethiopia, 
Arabia, Palestine, and parts 
adjacent. Its size is rather 
less than that of a cat. It has 
neither tail nor voice, and 
chews the cud. It is remark- 
ably inofiTensive and timid, 
feeding only on roots and 
fruits, &c. but escapes its en- 
emies by running into holes 
inaccessible to larger animals. 
Bochart, Pennant, and other 
authors of high authority, con- 
sider the jerboa to be the co- 
ney of Scripture. This ani- 
mal is about the size of a rab- 
bit, and has a long tail. Its 
form and common posture are 
shown by the engraving, whleh 
supersedes the necesdty of a 
particular description. The 
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Arabs call it movntain rat, 
and esteem its flesh a great 
delicacy. 



The editor of Calmet in- 
clines to regard the ashkoko 
as the coney of Scripture, 
Lev. x\, 5. Psalm civ. 18. 
Prov. XXX. 24, 26, &c. and 
the jerboa as the mouse 
mentioned Lev.xi.29. 1 Sam. 
vi. 5f &c. 

CONFESS, openly to ac- 
knowledge. Jesus Christ will 
confess his people at the last 
da}-, and publicly own them 
his children and faithful ser- 
vants. Luke xii. 8. They 
confess him before men, when, 
notwithstanding all danger 
and opposition, they openly 
profess and adhere to his 
truth, observe his ordinances, 
fmd walk in his way. Matt. x. 
^2. To confess God, is to 
praise and thank him. Heb. 
siii. 15. To confess sin, is 
5* 



candidly to acknowledge our 
guilt before God, who can 
pardon or punish us ; or to 
our neighbor, whom we have 
offended, or who can give at 
proper instruction and com- 
fort. Ps. xxxii. 6. James v. 
16. Matt, iii.6. 

CONSCIENCE, that pow- 
er of our mind, which com- 
pares the qualities and actions 
of ourselves or others with 
the law of Gpd, and decides 
en the good or evil tendency 
of an action according to tlM 
degree of light. Rom. ii. 15. 
A conscience is called good, 
when, being sprinkled with Je- 
sus' blood, it clearly discerns 
the will of God, and urges 
obedience to his law, from 
gospel motives. 1 Tim. i. 5. It 
is called << pure," and " purg- 
ed from dead works," when, 
by the application of Jesus' 
blood, it is freed from the sen- 
tence of death due to sin, de- 
livered from the slavery of in- 
dwelling corruption, and, by 
the instruction of the Holy 
Ghost, is rendered clear in its 
views, holy in its aims, and a 
vigorous opposer of every 
thing sinful. 1 Tim. iii. 9. 
Heb. ix. 14. X. 2, 22. 

CONTEMN, to despise, to 
reject with disdain, as the 
wicked do God, Ps. x. 13, 
and his law, Ps. cvii. 11. 

CONVERSATION, dis- 
course. It is compionly used 
in Scripture, to mean deport 
ment, or the general tenpr of 
a person's life. . I^p|). iv. 22. 
1 Pet. iii. 16. 
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CONVERSION, a turning 
from one manner of life, or 
set of principles, to another. 
Acts: zv. 3. In the Gospels, 
the ivord is used to signify 
the «ntire change which re- 
ligion produces in the dispo- 
sition, principles, and beha- 
vior. Without this change we 
cannot enter heaven. Matt, 
xviii. d. 

CONVICT, or Con tin ce, 
to persuade one of the truth 
of any thing. Acts xviii. 28. 
The Holy Spirit does this, 
when it applies the law to 
the conscience, and produces 
genuine repentance. 

CO'OS, a small island in 
the Mediterranean Sea, near 
the south-west point of Asia 
Minor. Hippocrates^ the fa- 
mous physician, and ApelleSj 
the eminent painter, were na- 
tives of this island. It is now 
called Stancore. 

COPPER, a metal known 
and wrought before the flood. 
Where the word brass occurs, 
it should be rendered copper. 

COR, a Hebrew measure, 
equal to about six bushels. 
Some computations make it 
much more. 

COR'AL, a hard, creta- 
eeous, marine production, re- 
sembling a plant. It is of 
various colors, white, black, 
and red j the latter is the sort 
usually called coral, and is 
the most valuable. It was 
anciently held in high esteem. 
The word occurs only in Job 
lonriii. 18, and Ezek. xxvii. 16. 

CORBAN, a gift lo reli- 



gious purposes. Mark vii. II, 
IS. The Pharisees, in the 
days of Christ, taught that a 
man might escape all obliga- 
tion to support his indigent 
p€Lrents,by saying of his prop • 
erty, " Be it corban." In this 
case, if he did not give his 
property at that time to the 
temple, he was bound to do so 
at bis death, though his pa- 
rents should thus be left desti- 
tute. Thus did they " make 
void the law*' of honoring 
their father and their mother, 
" through their traditions.'' 
Mark vii. 13. 

CORIANDER, a strongly 
aromatic plant, bearing a sinall 
round seed, fragrant to the 
smell, and of an agreeable 
taste. Ex. xvi. 31. Numb. 
xi.7. 

COR'INTH, one of the 
richest cities o{ Greece, and 
capital of Achaia. Its com 
modions haven, and advanta 
geous location, gave it a 
va^t commerce, and immense 
wealth. During a war with 
Rome, L. Mummius burnt it 
to the ground, a. m. 3827. It 
was afterward rebuilt under 
the auspices of Julius Ceesar. 
It fell into the hands of the 
Turks, under Mahomet II. 
Paul preached here nearly 
two years. Acts xviii. 1. It 
is now called Corinto. 

PORINTHIANS. The two 
epistles under this name were 
written by Paul to the Chris- 
tians at Corinth, where he had 
preached with g^eat success. 
Acts xviii. False tcach^ 
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had led thenr into gnst errors, 
^pfapek be here exposet and 
dmounce!!. 

COR'MORANT, A water 
fot^ly abont the size of a 
Jocose. It lives oh fish, which 
it eatefaes with astonishing 
MU, It is of shy and solitary 
habrts. Zeph. ii. 14. 

CORN, the generic name, 
in Scripture, for gram of all 
kinds. Parched com still con- 
stltotes an important and not 
onpfleadant part of the food of 
the Arabs of Palestine, &c. 
See TfiREsaiNo. 

COUNCIL, a tribonal fre- 
mently mentioned in the New 
Testament. The Gfreat Coun- 
cil, so called, did not consist 
of the 72 elders who were 
originally appointed to assist 
Moses in the civil administra- 
tion of the government, but 
was instituted in the time of 
the Maccabees.* It consisted 
of chief priests, elders, (who 
were perhaps the heads of 
tribei^ or families,) and scribes, 
amounting in the whole to 7!2 
persons, and is called by Jew- 
ish writers, the Sanhedrim. 
This council possessed exten- 



* The Maccabees were a race 
of princes who onited in their 
fiunily the regal and pontifleal of- 
ficesl They were men of dis- 
tingttiBbod prudence and valcur, 
who, having delivered Israel from 
the yoke of Assyria, governed 
honorably for 126 yoars^ when 
(about 56 yean b. c.) their coun- 
try was conquered by Ponipey, 
and made tributary, to Borne. 
fThey are frequently called in his- 
tatftb^JUtmuMmfrima, 



sive antliority, taking topA* 
zance not only of refigioug 
matters, bat of appeals from 
inferior courts of justice, and 
of the general affairs of the 
kingdom. After Jndea be- 
came a Roman province, the 
cottBcil was deprived of the 
power of inflicting capital 
punishments, for which reasoL 
they delivered ova Saviour to 
Pilate, demandiiM^ his death. 
The stoning of Stephen was 
in consequence not of a decree 
of the council, but of a riot. 
Acts vii. 57, 58. This is the 
tribunal mentioned Matt. v. tl, 
and xzvii. 1. John zi.47, ite. 

COURSIS. See Asia. 

COURT, an enclosed space 
near or within a house. That 
round the tabernacle was 
formed of pillars, and curtains 
hung by cords. The method 
of iMiildtiag private houses in 
the form of a hollow square, 
made the court in Uie inside. 
See Templx. 

COVENANT, an agree- 
ment to some particular Ufing*. 
The promise to Noah that 
the waters should no more 
destroy the earth, is caltetl 
a covenant. Gen. ix. 9 — ^17. 
God ^so made a covenant 
with Abraham, that he should 
have a numerous seed, &c 
Gen. xvi. 2—9. The lft# 
given on Mount Sinai, was 
another covenant. Deut. iv. 
13. The covenant of redeiAp- 
tion, and salvation by gmce, 
is copied a n««> and Bttter 
covenant, Heb. tin. 6, 8, hi 
respect lo its dtspensatieiit. fM 
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of manifestation ; its 
being ratified by the actual 
guflerings and blood of Christy 
and freed from former cere- 
monies 5 its containing a more 
full revelation of religion, and 
being attended with a larger 
measure of the giils and graces 
of the Spirit, while it is never 
to wax old, or be abolished. 

COVETOUSNESS, an ea- 
ger, unreasonable desire of 
gain 5 a longing afler the goods 
of another .^ It is called iddl- 
atry, Col. iii. 5, because the 
covetous man places that de- 
light and confidence in riches, 
which are due oaly to God. 
This sin is expressly forbid- 
den in the tenth command- 
ment. 

CRACKNELS, a sort of 
seed-cakes, or buns. 1 Kings 
xiy. 3. 

CRETE, an island at the 
mouUi of the iEgean Sea, be- 
tween Rhodes and Pelopon- 
nesus. Acts xxvii. 7. Jupiter 
\b said to have been brought 
up here, and also buried. It 
was the seat of legislature to 
;all Greece. There were once 
100 cities on the island. The 
inhabitants were exceedingly 
addicted to lying. Tit. i. 12. 
The gospel converted many 
persons here. Tit. i. 5. It is 
now called Candia. 

CRISPING-PINS, curling 
irons for the hair. Isa. iii. 22. 

CROSS, a sort of gibbet, 
consisting of two pieces of 
wood placed across each 
other, in the form of ^ or X* 
That of our Saviour is said to 



have been of the former kind. 
It was a common punish- 
ment among the Syrianf, 
Egyptians, Persian8,Africani, 
Greeks and Romans. With 
the Jews, it was not used at 
all ; hanging on a tree being 
an execution of a different 
kind. It was therefore no in- 
considerable proof of the di- 
vine Pro^dence, so to order 
matters as that Jesus should 
suffer this death, according to 
prophecy. It was exceedmg- 
ly painful and lingering. First, 
the criminal was scourged 
with cords, often with bones 
at their end. Next he bore 
bis cross, or part of, it, tp the 
place of execution. Crucified 
persons were sometimes bound 
to the cross with cords, as St. 
Andrew probably was; but 
more commonly, nails were 
driven through Uie hands and 
feet. Sometimes persons were 
crucified with their beads 
downwards. In this manner, 
it is said, Peter desired to be 
crucified, not thinking himself 
worthy to die like his Master. 
An inscription, representing 
the cause of the punishment, 
was ordinarily written on a 
tablet at th^. top of the cross. 
It is often said that the crimi- 
nal was fastened to the cross 
before it was raised. This 
was probably the case when^ 
cords were used. But the jar 
of forcibly settling the cross in 
the ground wonld have broken 
off a body fastened with nails. 
A piece of wood usually jutted 
out under t))jB feiB^, pr a larg^ 
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fMg was imertett half waj up 
thfe crwSf to serve as a sort of 
seat. It is observable; how 
the mscription on the cross of 
Christ; instead of charging him 
with a crime, plainly hinted 
bis innocence - and Messiah* 
skip} nor could the heathen 
governor be prevailed on to 
alter it. I'be word is used 
metaphorically for the whole 
of Christ's sufferings, but es" 
pectaHy tliose on the tree or 
cross. Heb. zii. 2. 

CROWN^an atttre,or dress 
for the head. Those used in 
the gameS; were made of pars- 
ley, pine; flowers, &,t. Those 
for kings, of gold adorned with 
gems. Metaphorically, that is 
a crown^ which gives glory or 
dignity. ,Thus Jehovah was 
a crown of glory to Judah. 
Isa. Ixii. 3. Christ is said to 
have a '* crqwn of gold,'' and 
** many crowns," meaning his 
inefiable graiideur and sove- 
reignty. ReV. xix. 12, &c. 
Converts are thus a eroien to 
ministers. Phil.iv. 1. 1 Thess. 
ii. 19. See also Prov. xii. 4. 
xvii. 6, and xxvii. 24. 

CRUCIFY; to put to death 
by the cross. A Roman mode 
of executing slaves, but con- 
itidered a very infamous death 
for soldiers or citizens. Fig' 
urativel^f it means to sub- 
due our evil propensities. 

CRUSE; a small vessel for 
holding liquids. The cemraon 
forms are given in the cut ; 
one being covered with wicker 
work; the other with a hairy 
skin. Eastern travellors are 



nlwnys provided irMi thMi 
1 Sam. xxvi. 11. 




CRYSTAL, a hard, trans- 
parent, and colorless fossil, of 
a regularly angular form. 'Hie 
word translated crystal in 
Ezek. i. 22, is rendered /rr»/ff 
in Gen. xxxi. 40, Job xxxvii. 
10, and Jer. xxxvi. 30, and ice 
in Job vi. 1^, xxxviif. 29, and 
Ps. cxivii. 17. There are three 
kinds of pure crystal, besides 
various sorts mixed with other 
diflerent substances. Crystal 
was anciently reckoned very 
valuable. Jobxxviii. 17. PKny 
mentions a crystal vase, worth 
about fiOOO dpllars. Nero 
furiously broke two sttch cups, 
to chastise his subjeets by im- 
poverishing them. It is now 
of far less esteem. The fir- 
mament above the chemhiros, 
the sea of glass before the 
throne of God; the river of 
life, and the light of the new* 
Jerusalem, are compared fo 
crystal, for their purity, clear- 
ness and splendor. Ezek. I. 
22. Rev. iv. 6. xxii. I. 

CUBIT, an arm; or a meas- 
ure equal to eightieen inches. 
It rose from measuring with 
the arm from the elb^w M the 
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end of the hand. The sacred 
cubit was nearly 22 inches in 
length. Ezek. xliii. 13. 

CUCUMBER, a vegetable 
plentiful in hot climates, and 
much used for food. That of 
Egypt is like ours, but two or 
three tiAies the size, and much 
superior in quality and wholes 
someness. 

CUMMir^, a small plant, 
very common in^Judea. Its 
seeds, being agreeably aro- 
matic and pungent , were used 
as a spice. It is now^ raised 
for this purpose in consider- 
able quantities in Malta. The 
faypocrisy of the Pharisees, in 
rigidly paying the tenth of 
this unimportant product, to 
raligious uses, and yet neg- 
lecting the solemn duties of 
mercy, &c. ir very striking. 
Matt, xziii. 23^ 

CUSH. (1.) The eldest 
eon of Hanij and father of 
Nimrod. Gen. x. 8. (2.) A 
'Country on the Araxes, after- 
wards inhabited by the Scyth- 
ians. Hab.iii.7. (3.) Another 
name for Ethiopia. Isa. xi. 11. 
(4. ) A country in Arabia Pe- 
trea, bordering on Egypt, of 
(lyhich Zipporah was a native. 

CUSTOM. (1.) The com- 
mon usage. Luke iv. 16. 
John xviii. 19. (2.) Duty or 
tax paid to government. Rom. 
iciii. 7. (3.) A natural disease 
of women. Qen. xxzi. 35. 

CYMBAL, an instrument 
of loud music, used with 
others, but giving no melody 
of itself. To speak with 
tongues, if not done out of 



love to souls, was bat a ponp 
ous and useless act ef self- 
praise. 1 Cor. xiii. 1. 

CYPRESS, a beautiful, 
lofty, evergreen tree The 
wood is heavy, strong, and 
almost incorruptible. The 
blossoms are delightfully fra- 
grant. 

CYPRUS, a populous island 
in the Mediterranean Sea : so 
called from the Cypress trees, 
with which it abounded. It was 
peopled by the descendants 
of Cbittim. The chief deity 
was Venus, worshipped under 
the name ofCypris, or Cypria, 
A famous temple of hers stood 
on Mount Olympus. Asbes* 
tos, emeralds, and amethysts, 
are found here. BarnaboM 
was bom, and, according to 
tradition, suffered martyrdom 
in Cyprus. It now contains a 
population of about 60,000, 
mostly Greeks. 

CYRE'NE, a country west 
of Egypt, and the birthplace 
of CaUimacfut3 the poet, 
Eratosthenes . the historian, 
and SifnoTif who bore the 
Saviour's cross. Many Jews 
from hence were at the Pen- 
tecost, and were converted 
Under Peter's sermon. Acts 
ii. The region is now under 
the Turkish power, and has 
become almost a desert. It 
is now called Caihoan. 

CYRENIANS, inhabitants 
of Oyrene, who had a syna- 
gogue at Jerusalem ; as had 
those of many other nations. 
It is said there were 480 syn- 
agogues in Jerusalem. 
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CYBUS, son ofCambyses, 
kinr of Persia^y the daughter 
of Ahasuenxs, king of Media. 
He inherited the crowns both 
of Media and Persia, having 
married the only daughter of 
I>arias. He died at the age of 
70, aAer having reigned 30 
years. Dan. vii. 5. Isa. zlvi. 
11. The first three chapters 
of Ezra describe. his measures 
to restore Jerusalem. 



D. 

DAGON, a chief idoi of the 
Philistines; probably the same 
as NebOf Lsa. xlvi. 1. Though 
so signally disgraced at Ash- 
dod, the worship of it was not 
abandoned till a. m. 3840, 
when the Jewish leader Jona- 
than burnt it and its temple. 
The ima^ represented the 
body of a fish, with the head 
and arms of a man. The 
figures of this god are not all 
exactly alike, though all com- 
bine the human form with that 
of a fish. The picture of this 
idol, on next page, is taken 
from a drawing, by Gentil, 
given in Calmet's Dictionary. 
Dagon is thought, by some, to 
be the same as the VisHiru of 
the Hindoos. Near Rangoon, 
in Burmah, is the Shoe Da- 
gifuttf atgUt temple oi Dagon, 

DALMANU'TH A, a prov- 
ince on the east side of the 
Sea of Tiberias, either the 
same as Magdala, or near it. 
\ viii. 10. 



DALMA'TIA, a district ot 
the Gulf of Venice, visited by 
Titus. 2 Tim. It. 9. 

DAMASCUS, once a most 
noble city in the north of Pal 
estine, and one of the mos) 
ancient on earth. Gen. xir. 
15. It is now under the gov* 
emment of the pacha of E- 
gypt; and contains 80,000 
inhabitants, or, according to 
a modem traveller^ 200,000. 
Mr. Connor estimates the 
Jews in Damascus dt 2,500, 
and the nominal Christians at 
20,000, '^mcludin^ Gfeeks, 
Latins, Catholics, Maronites, 
Armenians, and Nestorians.^' 
It is computed that 50,000 
Mahometan pilgrims annually 
pass through this city from the 
north, on their way to Mecca, 
Superior swords are made 
herC; and a species of silk, 
called, from the place, </ama«A:. 
We have roses and plums 
which were introduced from 
thence, and bear the same 
name. The Greek patriarch 
of Antioch resides there. It 
is now called Dameschk, or 
Scham, 

DAMNATION, exclusion 
from divine mere}' ^ that con- 
demnation to eternal punish 
ment which is the awful con 
dition of the wicked in a' fu- 
ture state. Matt, xxiii. 33. 
The word was formerly used 
more commonly than now, 
and often meant only condem- 
nation. It should be so ren- 
dered, Rpm. xiii. 2, and xiv. 
23. 1 Cor. xi. 29. 

DAN, one of Jacob's sons j 
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«ad Uie name of a city in the 
«Streme nortbera part of Pal* 
ettin^, called fonnerly Laish. 
«FroiQ Dan to Beef sheba/' 
vbiob is the southernmost citj, 
meMt the whole country. 

DANIEL, a Hebrew proph- 
et, conlemporary- with Eze- 
Jciel, but living longer than he. 
He wa9 of the royal fam- 
ily, aiid, though carried cap- 
tive to Babylon, rose to wis- 
dom and honor. In the book 
which bears his name, he fore- 
tells not only the coming of 
Alesaiah, as other prophets, 
but the very time of his birth. 
Under the emblem of a great 
ioiage of four materials, ^d 
of four beasts, he predicts the 
successive rise and fall of the 
f^uf great monarchies of Bab- 
ylon, Persia, Greece, and 
Kome J after which, the king- 
dom of Christ, like the stone 
frofls the mountain, shall fill the 
earth and continue for ever. 

DAIU'US, (called in XenO- 
phon Ctaxar'es, and by the 
LXX, Aktaserxxs,) kingof 
the Jdedes, was brother to the 
mother of Cyras. Wh^n he 
conquered Babylon, he con- 
stituted a senate to govern 
it^ of which Daniel was one. 

DARVUS CpDOMANUS 
was originally poor and ob- 
scure ; but for his valor was 
made governor of Armenia by 
the king of Persia. He coii- 
irived the murder of his sove- 
feign, and by the intrigue of 
Bagoas, the chief eunuch, 
aseended the throne. He was 
80on after conquered andde- 
6 



prived of his ill-gotten thi Qn«, 
by Alexander the Great. 

DARI'US HYSTAS'PES 
was, according to Archbishop 
Usher, Ahasuenu, the bus* 
band of Esther. 

DATES, the fruit of the 
Palm-tree. See Palm. 

DAVID, the i^ost eminent 
king of Israel, and one of 
the most distinguished persons 
mentioned in the Qld Tes- 
tament, both for his piety, 
talents, dignity, and success. 
He wrote nearly all the 
Psalms. Christ, being a lineal 
descendant, is called '' the 
Son of David." When it m 
said of him, while yet a youth 
among the folds, that, he was 
a man ''after God's own 
heart," it means that God 
chose him to be king over Is- 
rael, and would qualify him 
for Uiat purpose. 

DAY, a divisio^ of time, 
which signifies, (1.) That 
space which intervenes be- 
tween the rising and setting 
of the sun. (2.) The period 
of a revolution of the earth on 
its axis, comprising 24 hours. 
The commencement of this 
period has been different a- 
mong different nations. The 
Hebrews began in the even- 
ing. Lev. xxiii. 32. The 
Persians and Greeks begin. at 
sunrise } the Arabians at noon; 
and ourselves and most mod- 
em nations at midnight. {3.) 
A period in which any par- 
ticular event is to ooeur. John 
viii. 66. lThess.v.«. (4.) 
A season of merciful «|f0f- 
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tuiiity. Luke zuc. 47. (5.) 
The time of a man's life. Job 
ill. 8. Ps. xxxvii. 13. (6.) 
A prophetic year. Ezek. iv. 
6,6, Dan. ix. 24. Rev. xi. 
3. (7.) Moral li^ht, the knowl- 
edge and practice of religion. 
1 Tbess. V.5. (8.) Heaven. 
Rom. jciii^ 13. 

DEACON is a Word de- 
rived from the Greek, and sig- 
nifying servant. The cause 
and manner of the appoint- 
ment of deacons are clearly 
recorded, Actsvi. 1— 6. Paul 
specifies their duty as consist- 
ing In " serving tables/* Phil. i. 
1. The qualifications requir- 
ed for this office are laid 
down, 1 Tirii. iii. 8—12. If 
married, they wefe to have 
but one wife ; in opposition to 
the polygamy then common ; 
and the wife must be '' grave, 
not slanderous, sober, faithful 
in all tilings.'' It is thought 
that there were in the primi- 
tive churches females chos- 
en to be deaconesses^ who, 
asCalmet says, ** assisted fe- 
males to dress and undress at 
baptism, visited those of their 
own sex in sickness, and when 
imprisoned for their faith, &c. 
They were always persons of 
advanced age, and were ap- 
pointed to the office by the 
imposition of hands." It is 
thought such sisters are allud- 
ed to, 1 Tim. V. 9—18 ; and 
that Phoebe was such an one. 
Rom. zvi. 1. 

DEAD SEA, the same with 
the Lake AsphaltUes, in the 
ioiMli-«a8t part of Canaan. 



The valley oT Siddim, whieh 
was near Sodom, makes part 
of this sea. Gen. xiv. 3. Its 
waters are clear when taken 
up in a glass, but very bitter, 
much more salt than commov 
sea water, and of greater spe^ 
cific gravity, so that a maa 
may sWim in it with grea« 
ease. The air round the lake 
seems loaded with sulphure- 
ous and bituminous vapors, 
which prevent vegetation, and 
give that deadly aspect, which 
all travellers remark. The 
mountains on each side are 
about 8 miles apart, but the 
expanse of water in that part 
does not exceed 6 in breadth. 
Its extreme length is about 16 
miles, and its greatest breadth 
nearly sixteen. This lake re- 
ceives the river Jordan, the 
river Amon, and the brook 
Kidron, besides other rivulets, 
and has no vis ble communi- 
cation with the sea. 

DEATH. (1.) The extinc- 
tion of life, or separation of 
the soul from the body. (2.) 
A separation of soul and body 
from God's favor in this life, 
which is the state of all the unre- 
generate, and is called fptrif- 
ual death. (3^ Perpetual 
exclusion from Grod's heaven- 
ly presence and glor}-, whieh 
is called " the second death." 

DEBTOR, one that owes 
any thing to another. As the 
creditor has a right to exact 
payment from . the debtor, so 
God bath a right to inflict 
punishment on the guilty 
Thus men are debtors to Goo 
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by trespassing- against htm ; 
and to their nei^bors whom 
tiiey injure, wrong, or offend. 
** Debtor to the whole law/' 
Oal. V. 3, means obliged to 
keep the whole law of Moses, 
an the eondition of eternal life, 
and so virtuall^^ disclaiming 
all pardon by Christ. The 
apostle Paul says be was' a 
debtor "both to the Greeks 
and to the Barbarians 3" that 
is, bound by his office to preach 
the gospel to all nations. 

DECAP'OLIS, a country 
on the Sea of Tiberias. Matt. 
IV. 25. Mark v. 20. lU name 
is Greek, and means "the ten 
eiHesJ*^ Some eminent authors 
consider it to be apart of Pe- 
rcea. Concerning its limits, 
and the names of its 10 cities, 
geographers are by no means 
agreed. 

DEDICATION, the solemn 
act of setting apart any per- 
aon or thing to a religious use. 
The Feast of Dedication, ob* 
aerved by the Jews for eight 
days, was to commemorate 
the restoration of the temple 
at Jerusalem, under Judas 
Maccabeus, after it bad been 
destroyed by Anttochns Epiph- 



DEEP signifies, (1.) Hell. 
Lukeviii.Sl. (2.) The grave 
or place of the dead, called 
depths of the earth. Rom. x. 
7. (3.) The deep parts of the 
tea. Fs. cvii.26. (4.) The 
orUnnal chaos. Gen. i. 2. 

DEGREES, a tiUe prefixed 
to 16 Psalms, (from 120 to 
134^) and is not certainly un- 



derstood. Perhaps the Kror^ 
rendered degrees means some 
thing else. 

DELUGE. See Flood. 

DESERT. Some deserts 
were entirely barren, Isa 
ziii. 21 ; others had fine pas- 
tures. Ex. iii. 1. Almost 
every town had a desert be- 
longing to it, similar to our 
common: SeeWiLDERNXSft 
DEUTERONOMY, the 
fifth book of Moses — so called 
from its Greek name, which 
signifies repetition of the law. 
That part of this book which 
mentions the death of Moses 
was added by inspired pea- 
men afterward. The period 
of time comprised in this 
book is less than two months. 
It not only recapitulates, but 
explains the law, and forcibly 
UTffes the people to obedience. 

DEVIL, literally a Wander- 
er, a fallen angel, or infernal 
spirit. Satan is, by way of 
eminence, called <A€ devil ftxtd 
the god o/thie world, firom hit 
power and influence. John 
xii. 31 . 2 Cor. iv. 4. He hat 
various titles given him in 
Scripture, expressive of hit 
character: Satan, Job ii. 63 
Beelzebub, Matt. xii. 24 ; Be- 
lial, 2 Cor.vL 16 J Lucifer, Isa. 
ziv. 12 3 Dragon, Rev. xii. 7 5 
Adversary, 1 Pet. v. 8 j Prince 
of darkness, Eph. vi. 12$ 
ApoHyon, or destroyer, Rev. 
ix. 11 ; Angel of the bottom* 
less pit. He is represented at 
a sinner from the beginnin|^y 
1 John iii. 8 ; a liar, John vin. 
443 a deceiver, Rev. xx. 10 1 
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an aoenser; Rev. xii, 10 ) and 
a murderer, John viii. 44. 

DEVILISH, infernally 
wicked. This strong epithet 
occurs only in Jam. iii. 15, 
where it forms a grand and 
awful climax. Envy and 
strife are there said to be 
** earthly, sensual, devilish,'' 
and to produce " confusion, 
and every evil work." How 
little do the promoters of con- 
tention consider this ! 

DEW. The dew in Pales- 
tine, and some other Oriental 
countries, is very heavy, wet- 
ting the ground like a smart 
shower. It sustains vegeta- 
tion, in some districts, .where 
rain seldom or never falls. 
Gen. zxvii. 28. 

DIAMOND is the hardest 
substance in nature, and one 
of its rarest productions. It 
is generally ealled in Scrip- 
tare Adamant, which see. 
Diamond is the purest carbon 
known, and will barn like 
charcoal if exposed to great 
heat. The value of this and 
all other precious stones is 
estimated by caraU, A ciEU-at 
is four grains. The larger a 
diamond is, the greater, in< 
proportion, is its value. One 
is mentioiied belonging to Rus- 
sia, worth IX tons of gold ! Dia- 
monds of a very small size, not 
exceeding one fifth of a carat, 
are the most abundant. These 
are reduced to a powder, 
which is of the g^atest im- 
portance to lapidaries, as with- 
out it, larger diamonds, and 
•d»r hard.gem$, eould not be 



eut or polished. With tUi 
powder, rock crystal is eut 
into leaves, and cut and pol- 
ished for spectacles and other 
optical instruments. In the 
natural state, diamonds are 
not brilliant, being covered 
with an earthy crust. Dia- 
monds were fonnerly obtain- 
ed chiefly from India, where 
the principal mines were in 
Golconda, Visapoor, and Bor- 
neo. They are now prin- 
cipally derived from Brazil. 

DIA'NA, a celebrated god- 
dess, supposed to pceside over 
hunting and highways,and rep- 
resented as a young huntress, 
with a crescent on her head, 
the pedestal ornamented with 
heads of stags, dogs, &c. She 
was especially renowned and 
worshipped at Epbesus. Acts 
xix. 24*---5d. She was one of 
the twelve superior deities, 
and was called by the several 
names of Hebe, Trivia, He- 
cate, Diana, and Lneina. In 
heaven, she was the moouy 6r 
queen of heaven, and pertops 
the same with Meni, the num- 
berer, or goddess ^of months. 
Jer. vii. 18, and xliv. 17. 

piONYS'IUS, the Ai^p- 
agite, or judge in the covtft 
of Areopagus. In his youth, 
it is said, he was bred in aH 
the learning of Athens, and 
went; afterwards to Egypt to 
perfect himself in astronomy. 
Being at On when our Saviottf 
died, and observing the mira* 
culous darkness, he cried out, 
** Either tHe God of nature 
suffers himself, or sympathins 
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w?th one that mSen*" He 
was eonverted at Athens by 
Paxil, and it is said became 
Mi evangelist, and was burnt 
as a martyr in his own city, 

A. D. 95. 

DIP, to immerse. The 
people of the East eat with 
their fingers instead of knives 
an^ spoons, and therefore dip 
thiur hand in the dish. John 
zii.26. 

DISCIPLE, a learner, or 
follower of another. John is. 
28. It signifies, in the New 
Testament, a follower of 
Christ, &e. or a convert to 
his jrospel. John xz. 18. Acts 



DIVINATION, an art much 
practised ameng heathen. So 
aiaftd is it in the sight of God 
to resort to witches, magi- 
cians, or divinera,^ that the 
offence was made punishable 
with death. Deut.xviii. The 
means by which diviners pre- 
tended to discover hidden 
things, and foretell destiny, 
were various i such as observ- 
ing the (light of birds, exam- 
ining the entrails of beasts, 
casting lots, &c. These signs 
were called omens* The 
word " divine," in Gen. xliv. 
5, 16, seems to mean a natu- 
ral sagacity in searching out 
and bringing to light hidden 
transactions. 

DOCTRINE, knowledge 
or learning ; the leading mat- 
ter in a duconrse ; the truths 
of the gospel in general. 
Tit. ii. 10. It signifies a tenet 

$t opinioo. Matt. xvi. 12 $ di- 
6* 



vine institutions. Matt xv. 9j 
instraction, information, and 
confirmation in the truths o« 
the gospel, 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
It is distressing that Chris* 
tians take so little pains to 
acquire do<;trinal knowledge, 
without which much of their 
practice is vain, and the 
teachings of the divine word 
useless. 

DOG, a well-known ani 
mal, which, when properly 
domesticated and trained, n 
highly useful and intelligent. 
lAider the law, the dog was 
not to be eaten, and the Jewf 
held him in great contempt. 
Hence, when David and Me* 
phibosheth would use the 
most humbling terms, they 
compared themselves to '' a 
dead dog." 1 Sam. xxiv. 14. 
2 Sam. ix. 8. Isaiah com- 
pares the false teachers of his 
day to dogs. Isa.1vi. 10, 11. 
It must have been a hard say- 
ing, to the feith of the poor 
woman, who applied to Christ 
for help, that it was not 
proper to ''give children's 
bread to dogs." Matt. xv. 
26. To call a person a dog, 
is still, in the Eait, expressive 
of the highest contempt. 

DOVES' DUNG. It is 
doubtful whether this article, 
mentioned 2 Kings vi. 26, was 
really pigeons' dung used for 
manure, as Josepbus and 
Theodoret think, or what the 
Arabians call ehick-feoi, % 
kind of tare or eieer, resem- 
bling doves' dung when parch* 
ed. Some of the rabbiM 
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affirm Ihat it was the gnAa 
taken from the crops of pigeons 
which, during the siege, filled 
themselves in the neighbdr- 
■Bg fields. 

DRAGON signifies either 
a large fish, as ibB whale, or 
a crocodile, or great serpent. 
Id some places, it evidently 
means the deadly poisonous 
lizard called Gecko by the 
East Indians. 

DREAM. Dream$ proceed 
from business, constitution^ 
habit, outward sensations of 
the body, &c. By super- 
natural dreams, God of old 
informed men of his mind. 
These were not the same as 
visiotu. The former happen- 
ed during sleep, Gen. zx. 3, 
and xzxi. 11 ; the latter when 
the person was wide shvake. 
Ezek. i. 1. Acts ii. 17. 

DRINK, to swallow liquids. 
As the allotments of God's 
providence were often repre- 
sented among the Jews by a 
cupf so to receive good or evil 
at the hand of God, is repre- 
sented by drinking its con- 
tents. Jobnzviii.il. To ea^ 
ihejiesh and drink the blood 
of' Christ, is to imbibe, that is, 
cordially to receive and obey 
his precepts, John vi. 63 ; to 
become one with him, in prin- 
ciple, feeling, and action. John 
vi. 34. As a cordial desire 
and love of divine truth, is 
oflea represented as ikirating, 
so drinking h used to ezpress 
the actual reception of the 
gospel and its benefits. John 
»u.37. 



DRINK-OFFERING, a 

libation of wine, appointed to 
aeeompaay certain sacrificed 
under the ceremonial larar, 
which was poured out apon 
or around the altar. Numb, 
z^viii. 7. 

DROMEDARY, a fleet ani- 
mal, so called from the Greek 
word draikOf I run. It is 
smaller and more slender than 
a camel, but can carry a man 
a hundred miles in a day. It is 
go vetoed by a bridle connect- 
ed with a ring fixed in itsi nose, 
which illustrates the ezpression 
in 2 Kings ziz. 28, meaning 
that Sennacherib should go 
back tamely and swiftly. 

DRUSIL'LA, the third 
daughter of Agrippa, was 
married fo AzixuSf king of 
the Emessenians, whom she 
abandoned, that she migiit 
marry Clandiw Felix j by 
whom she had a son nartted 
Agrippa. She was one of the 
most beautiftti women of her 
age, but exceedingly licen- 
tious. Acts xxiv. 24. 

DRY-SHOD, without wet 
feet. Isa. xi. 15. 

DUKE, a term signifymg, in 
Scripture, merely a leader or 
chief, and by no means indi- 
cating a rank like that which 
the term now imports in Eii" 
rope. 

DULCIMER, a musical is^ 
strument, used to make up a 
full chorus. It is thouekt by 
some to have resembled tk« 
present Scotch bagpipe. Dan, 
iii. 5. 

DUMAH, a country i 
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^ete ntwr or in Arabia Pe- 
inga., so caDed from a son of 
Isfamael. Isa. xxi. 11. 

DURE, to last, continae, 
endure. Prov. viii. 18. 

DUSf. To ioipe of the 
dust from one^s feetf vtas a 
6ign of renouncing all connec- 
tion with those towards whom 
the action was directed, Matt. 
Y. 14 ; to f^roto dust into the 
air, was an expression pf con- 
tempt and malice, Acts xxii. 
23 3 to thr&w dust on the head, 
of grief and mourning, Rev. 
xviii. 19. 

DWELL, to abide, or live 
in a place. God is said to 
dwell in the heavens, and also 
with him that is of a contnte 
spirit. Christ dwells in the 
heart by faith, justifying the 
believing soul by his merit, 
renewing it by his grace, pu- 
rifying it by his Spirit, teach- 
ing it by his wisdom, keeping 
it by his power, and, by his 
communion and compassion, 
sharing with it in all its trou- 
bles, and supporting it und^r 
all its trials. The Holy 
Ghost dwells in the soul by 
his gracious operations, work- 
ing faith, love, and otlier 
graces therein. 

The word of Grod May be 
said to dtoell in a person, 
when it is diligently studied, 
fiqnly believed, and carefully 
practised. Col. iii. 16. The 
pious are said to dwell in 
God, by having the most tnti- 
jonate union and communion 
with him in Christ. 1 John 



E. 

EAGLE, the noblest of tlie 
feathered tribe. Its size if 
about that of a turkey; but 
it has much longer wings. It 
has a beak strong and hooked, 
and is a very courageous and 
ravenous bird. It sees or 
smells dead carcasses at a pro- 
digious distance, and is said 
to break the bones of iti 
prey, to come at the marrow. 
Every year it moults, and be* 
comes almost naked and baldi 
and then ** renews its youth,^' 
by producing a set of oeiT 
feathers. Ps. ciii. 5. Eaglet 
are extremely tender of £eir 
youpg, and take them on their 
wings when weak and fearful 
Ex. xix. 4. They fly high and 
quick, Jer. iv. 13, have their 
nests in rocks, Jer. xHx. 16, 
and live to a hundred yewrs. 
Several species of the eagle 
seem to be mentioned in 
Scripture 3 but at this distahee 
of time, they cannot be easily 
distinguished. The golden and 
common eagle rarely, if ever, 
eat carrion, which the vulture 
prefers. Not only all eagles, 
but the whole species, com- 
prising the hawk, kite, &e. 
were unclean to the Jews, and 
are seldom eaten now. 

EARmean^ sometimes, ill 
Scripture, the same as t6 
till, or plough, as, " ear the 
ground." 1 Sam. viii. 12. Isa. 
XXX. 24. A valley "neithtfr 
eared nor so wu/'" means an^ 
not ploughed or r*wn D^tiC 
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zzi.4. '' Earing time and har- 
vest," means the time of plant- 
ing and reaping.' Ex. xxxiv. 
21. 

EARNEST, a pledge; a 
small part of the price of a 
thing, paid in hand, to confirm 
an agreement. It is applied 
to signify the assurance which 
the spirit of adoption gives 
believers of their inheritance 
in heaven. '' So the earnest 
pf the Spirit," 2 Cor. i. 22, is 
a proof that the bargain will 
be made good; and *' the first 
fruits of the Spirit," Rom. viii. 
123, or the graces wmnight in 
Mie soul by the Spirii, are 
3ome pledges of that fulness 
pf jpy, and perfection of holi- 
ness, of which believers shall 
partake in heaven. 

EAST. The Hebrews, in 
speaking of the different part^r 
of the heavens, always sup- 
pose the face looking toward 
the east. Hence, before means 
^astr-behind, west— jJie right 
band, soutb><r3Jid the leA 
band, north. 

EASTER, a word improp- 
erly put for passover. On 
this day some Christians com- 
memorate our Saviour's resur- 
rection. Different churches 
pbserve different days. 

FATING. See Table. 

i^BONY, ao Ipdi^ wood, 
black, hafd, hPAvy, easily 
polished, and anciently very 
Taluable' Ez. xxvii. 1^. 

ECCLESIAST^S. literal- 
ly 9L,.prtacher. It is the n^me 
of one of the sacred books 
written by Solomon^ in which , 



is most forcibly shown tbe 
vanity of life, the propriety of 
enjoying it temperately and 
in the fear of God, the neces- 
sity of patience under una- 
voidable ills, and that we 
must do all the good in oar 
power, and seek the heavenly 
kingdom. 

EDAR, tower of, the place 
to which Jacob removed afte> 
the death of Rachel. Gren. 
XXXV. 21. It is called also 
the tower oftfujlocka, Micah 
iv. 8. , It was a place of fine 
pasturage, about a mile from 
Bethlehem, supposed to be the 
very spot on which the shep- 
herds received the announce- 
ment of the birth of Christ. 
It is \6Ty remarkable^ that 
the Targum pf Jonathan calls 
it ^* the place >yhere King 
Messiah shall bp revealed in 
the end of days." • 

EDEN probably stpod on 
the Euphrates, not far north 
of the Persian Gulf. I)ere if 
still the most fertile and pleasr 
ant part of the Turkish emr 
pire, though now pisefably 
ci^ltivated. 

EDIFICATipPf , a buUd, 
ing up. Saints are edified or 
built up when they gr,ow ij^ 
holy knowledge and practice. 
I Cor. viii. 1. To' edify ouvf 
selves, we must read, watch, 
pray, hear, meditate, aju) 
obey positive institutions To 
edify others^ there must be 
love, good example, faithful 
exhortation, and benevolent 
endeavor. 

EDOM was called Cm^, 
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5beaUs6 be was hairy; and 
Edofiiy either because his hair 
and complexion were red, or, 
more probably, because he 
' sold his birthright for a mess 
of red pottage. He was bom 
A. M. 2173. 

EDOM, the country of the 
Edomites. It lay on the south 
and south-east of the inherit- 
ance of Judah, and extended 
to the Elanitic Gulf of the Red 
Sea. It was very mountain- 
ous, including mounts Seir 
and Hor. Its principal cities 
were Selah, Bozrah, Elath, 
and Ezion-geber. 

ED0MIT£S, descendanU 
of Edom. They possessed 
themselves of the territory 
driginally - occupied by the 
HeriteSj who are supposed to 
have finally blended with their 
conquerors. Inveterate foes 
to Israel, they were rendered 
tributary by David, but re- 
volted under J^horam, and 
rendered themselves indepen- 
dent. 2 Chron. xxi. 8-7IO. 
See l0UM£A. 

EGYPT is bounded by the 
Mediterranean Sea on the 
north ; Abyssinia on the southj 
and on the east and west by 
mountains, running parallel 
with the Nile. It was ancient- 
ly called Chemia, or the land 
of Ham ; and the present 
Copts call it Chemif perhaps 
because Ham resided here. 
The Hebrews call itMizraim ; 
and the Arabs to this day 
call it Mesr, from Mizraim, 
the son of Hain, who peopled 
U. Tba arts and sciences 



were very early etdtiyated 
here, and maintained a great- 
er degree of perfection, for 
some ages, than was found in 
any other nation. Pythago« 
ras, Plato, &c. travelled here 
to complete their studies. But 
the people worshipped beasts, 
fowls, onions, beans, and 
monsters of their own imagi- 
nation. " Thie world by wis- 
dom knew not God." 1 Cor. 
i. 21. The name Egypt was 
given it by the Greeks, and 
signifies either the land of the 
Copts, a name which the an- 
cient inhabitants gave to them- 
selves ; or the land 0/ black' 
nesSf because the soil and 
water are of a blackish color. 
It was divided into two dis- 
tricts — Upper Egypt, or The- 
bais; and Lcwer Egypt, or 
the Delta. The river Nile 
runs through it northward, and 
yearly waters it, so that rain 
is scarcely requisite ; and in- 
deed seldom happens in tap- 
per Egypt. The heat of sum- 
mer is excessive, but fruits 
abound. Lower Egypt pro- 
duces the most excellent 
dates, almonds, figs, lemons, 
oranges, olives, &c. t)ate 
trees abound ; and some vit 
lages are.surroiinded by sudi 
numbers, as to seem embosom- 
ed in a forest. These form a 
great source of subsistence. 
The threat to cut them down, 
Jer. xlvi. 22, 23, was, there- 
fore, exceedingly terrible, and 
involved utter ruin. The 
horses are very famoiu. The 
river abounds with iSsh, croco- 
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diles, and hippopotami. The 
practice of charming snakes, 
so as to carry them about safe- 
ly, still prevails here. Ps. 
Iviii. 4, 5. Jer. yiii. 17. 

The pyramids of Fgypt are 
3000 years old, and stand 
south-west of Grand Cairo. 
The largest is dOO feet high, 
and covers a space of more 
than eleven acres. The ob- 
ject pf building them is not 
known. If, as is probable, 
they were iptended by the 
monarchs who built them, as 
eternal monuments of their 
greatness, it a0brds us a 
striking lesson of the vanity of 
posthumous fame, for the very 
names of the builders have 
long been forgotten. 

Egypt was anciently ex- 
tremely fertile j but as the Nile 
has, by yearly additions, rais- 
ed the surface of the earth 
considerably, it now overflows 
to a less height, and brings 
worse mud silong with it ^and 
as the inhabitants have be- 
come, under Turkish oppres- 
sion, less industrious and thrif- 
ty ,it is now but moderately fer- 
tile, and in time may become 
barren. Prophecy has been 
strikingly verified in the his- 
tory of Egypt. It was fore- 
told that their perfidy to 
Israe) in violating alliances, 
should be punished by their 
Ibecoming a |nean people, who 
should no more have a prince 
of their own to govern them. 
Ez. zxix. XXX. and xxxi. 13. 
Soon after the day of that 
feer, Persia annexed Egypt 



to its empire. Afterwafds^ 
they were successively tribu 
tary to the Greeks, Romans, 
Saracens, and Mamelukes. 
The French overran this coun- 
try in 1798, apparently intend- 
ing to keep it,and open through 
ft a new channel for the East 
India trade. They were soon 
obliged to relinquish it, the 
Egyptians being aided by the 
Ottoman Porte and by the 
British. It is now a province 
of Turkey, governed by a 
bashaw or pacha. Consider- 
able light is likely to be cast 
oil the history of this inter- 
esting country, by the discov- 
ery by M. Champollion, of a 
mode of deciphering hie- 
roglyphics. The information 
already obtained strikingly 
corroborates the Scripture 
history. The population is 
about two millions, a con- 
siderable portion o^fwhom are 
Christians and Jews. Thes« 
Christians are called Copts^ 
or Coptic Christians, Thej 
reside chiefly m Upper Egypt 
and speak commonly the Ara 
bip language^ hf^ve a patriarch 
who resides at Cairo ; use 9 
liturgy, qnd baptize their chil 
drei^ by immersion in luke- 
warm water. They are iUbno- 
phy8ite§, i. e. believe ihat 
Christ had only one nature, 
viz., the divine, and was hur 
man in appearance only. 

The RivsR OF Egypt, 
Josh. XV. 47, does not me^ 
the Nile, but the SihoTf or the 
brdok BezoTf which runs into 
the Mediterranean op $iif 
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•ontliem boundary of Pales- 
tine, issuing near Gaza« 

ELAM is the country call- 
ed in Greek and Roman clas- 
sics £ltmai9< Gen. xiv. 1. 
Dan. viii. 2< See Persia. 

ELDER, a person advanced 
ID age. Elderly men being 
always chosen in early ages 
to beftr role, the term at length 
became a title of office. Our 
word senator has the same 
origin. The Hebrew elders 
were the chiefs of the princi- 
ple families; or persons of al- 
lowed unsdom and prudence. 
There seem to have been gen- 
erally seventy of them. Ex. 
xxiv. l<»-9. These, with Moses 
and Aaron> made exactly six 
from each tribe. After the 
captivity, there Were elders in 
every city. Ezra x. 14. The 
term, as used in the New Tes- 
tament, is the proper title of 
office, to denote Christian pas- 
tors, or presbjrters. Acts xx. 
17, 28. Tit. i. 6—7. 1 Pet. v. 

ELECTION^ choice. The 
word is always used in the 
New Testament, in relation 
to that gracious purpose of 
God, by which a portion of 
the human family is destined 
to salvation. Rom. viii. 9. 
Election is (1.) Sovereign, 
Aom. ix. 11---16 ) (S.) Per- 
sonal, Matt. XX. S3) 2 Tim. 
ii. 19 'f {S,) Eternal, Eph. i. 
4 3 2Thes9.ii.l3; (4.) Irre- 
vocable, Rom. viii. S3 ; 2 
Tim. ii. 19 ; (5.) It is unto 
holiness, lThess.v.9; (6.) 
b all of gNtce. Rom. xi. 6. 



That thfr doctrine is plainit 
one of divine revelation, u 
proved by a fair interpretation 
of the following passages, to- 
gether with those just quoted 
terms and phrases. Rom. viii. 
28—^. £ph.i.3— 5. 2Thes«. 
ii.13. IThess. i.4. All Chris- 
tian denominations admit that 
some of the human family wHl 
possess and enjoy the glories 
of the heavenly world. Btrt 
this c^mnol be, except God 
permit or design it. If this 
design exist in the divine 
mind, it always did exist ; for 
he forms no new designs, and 
is incapable of change. If it 
always did exist in his mind, 
it is an eternal purpose. That 
purpose is election. This doc- 
trine necessarily follows from 
that of God's infinite knowl. 
edge. If he certainly knew 
how things would be from 
etehiity, it was because he bad 
so arranged them. If any 
thing-was left at random, (hen 
how that wookl be he did not 
knowy and so was not omnis' 
dent. As free moral agents, 
we are under the law and ^os- 
pel, and we need not pry into 
this mystery, but do as we are 
bid by command, and cfncour- 
aged by promise. God saves 
unto the uttermost aU who 
come to him through Christ. 

ELEMENTS, the con.^ 
stitnent parts of compound 
bodies. Fire, air, earth, and 
water, used to be called ele- 
ments; but it is now ascer 
tained that all these are com- 
pounds. The earth, in its va- 
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rioos' kinds of original matter, 
shall be melted with fervent 
heat at Christ's second com- 
ing. 2 Pet. ill. 10. Elements 
also signifjE the. alphabet of 
letters, and syllables formed 
of them ; and the phrase is 
thence used to signify the ru- 
diments, or first principles of 
a science. Col. ii. 8. Heb. 
V. 12. The ** rudiments of 
this world/' which ore not to , 
be used in the gospel-church, * 
are ceremonial laws and hur : 
man customs, ^wfaich are not 
proper for suoh as enjoy the 
clear instmetions of the gos- 
pel. Col. ii. 20^-4{2. 

ELM is a word which oc- 
curs but^ once in our transla- 
tion of the Bible, viz. Hos. iv. 
13 J and the oiriginal word 
Alahy there used, is in all other 
places rendered oak. 

ELUL. See Month. 

To EMBALM dead bodies, 
is to fill them with odoriferous 
end drying drugs. The em- 
balming of dead bodies ap- 
pears to have had its origin, 
as well as to have attained its 
highest perfection, amoipg the 
Egyptians ; but whether their 
want of access to the earth to 
bury their dead, during the 
overflow of the Nile, or a re- 
gard to civil honor, or a fancy 
that the freshness of the body 
tended to detain the soul in 
it, chiefly prompted ■ them 
thereto, we know not. When 
a, person died, the corpse t^as 
carried to the coflin-maker, 
that he. might prepare a fit 
coflia, with its upper side rep* 



resenting the bodyehelosecl 
and great men had their eof* 
fins painted or embellished 
according to their quality. 
The corpse was next carried 
to the embalmer, and the price 
of embalming settled with h^m. 
The highest was about 1300 
dollars ; the second about 440, 
and the lowest but a mere tri- 
fle. The corpse being ex- 
tended on a table, the inwards 
and brains were all drawn 
out, and the parts filled with 
myrrh, cassia and oth^ 
spices, frankincense excepted. 
The whole body was then 
anointed with oil of cedar, 
myrrii.' cinnamon, &c. for 
thirty days. It was next pot 
into salt about forty days. 
Gen. i. 3. Afterwards it was 
wrapped in linen, sometimes, 
it is said, to the extent of 
above one thousand yards, 
dipped in the oil of myrrh, 
and rubbed with a certain 
gum. It was then delivered 
to the relations, who put it . 
into the coffin, and either kept 
it in their own house or in a 
tomb. Great quantities of 
these bodies remain, some of 
which are several thousand 
years old. They are called 
mumndes. Several have been 
exhibited in this country. 

The poor had oil of cedar 
iniiised to destroy the intes- 
tines, and tlie body wrapped 
in nitre. Some of the poorest 
did but cleanse tl>e inside, by 
injecting a certain liquor, and 
then laid the body seventy 
days m nitrp., to dry tt. Jacob 
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» doobt 
in the Maimer 
«r the EgypUaw, as they 
4ied in that eoontry. Geoi 
1. 2, 3, 26. The Jews em- 
Mmed dead bodies) btit 
probably in a very difierent 
and Sess efieetual mode than 
that of the Egyptians. When 
•or Saviour was ertieified, the 
aeeessity of his hasty burial 
obliged them only to wrap his 
body in linen, with a hondred 
pounds of myrrh, aloes, and 
like spiees, bestowed by Nieo- 
demus ; but Mary and other 
holy women, had piepeied 
ointment and spiees, for fur- 
ther embalming it Matt, 
zzvii. <59. Luke zxiii. 66. 
John xiz. 39, 40. The use of a 
large quantity of spiees, on 
such occasions^ was thought to 
do an honor to the deceased. 

EMERALD, one of the 
most beautiful and valuable 
of gems, of a green oolor, 
seldom eicceedtpg the size of 
It pea. It is derived from 
India and South America. 

EHERODS, a disease, the 
eharaeter of which is not ex- 
actly known. Most commen- 
tators' consider it to be what 
is now called ffiles, Deut. 
xxviii. 27. 1 Sam. v. 12. 

EMMANUEL, or Imm ah- 
UKL, a Hebrew word, which 
signifies ** Ooduri^us." Matt, 
i. 28. It is applied to the 
Messiah, in whom the two na- 
tures, divine and human; were 
united. Isa. vii. 14, and vHi. 8. 

EM'MAUS probably stood 
seven miles N. of Jerusalem. 
7 



ENCHANTER. See Iv. 
OBAHTBR and Skbpbitt. 

ENON, literally Ae piatt 
of watertf was the place 
where John baptized. Its 
situation is not accurately 
known, but probably was in 
Galilee. 

ENVY, a poinfbl vexation 
of mind at another's enjoy- 
ment. It produces malice and 
persecution. Acts xiii. 45. It 
m hateful to God, and always 
destroys the peace of such 
as indulge it. Phil. i. 15. 
Prov. xiv. 30. It is one of 
the most diabolical feelings 
which can be cherished } and 
yet is one of the most com* 
mon sins of men. Those who 
trust their outward morality, 
little consider this and othef 
vices, which render them 
odious in the sight of God. 

EP'APHRAS, the same as 
Epaphroditus, a fnend of 
Paul. Col. i. 7. 

E'PHA,a Hebrew measure, 
containing somewhat more 
than half a bushel. 

EPHESIANS, afl epistle 
of Paul, addressed to the 
Christians of Ephesus. It is 
eminently valuable for its mi- 
nute instructions and solemn 
admonitions. It was written 
from Rome about a. D. 61. 

EPH^ESUS, one of the 
most famous cities of Asia, 
said to have been built by 
Ephesus, an Amazon lady, as 
early as the days of David. 
It was situated on the river 
Cayster, about forty miles 
south of Smyrna, and was 
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eliiefly tamed -for a magnifi- 
cent temple of Diana. This 
18 said to have been 4^ feet 
longc, and 220 broad. Its 
roof was supported by 127 
pillars, 70 feet high, 27 of 
which were curiously carved, 
and the rest polished. It was 
burnt by the infamous Eros- 
tratus, on the very day Soc- 
rates was poisoned, viz. 400 
years before Christ. After- 
ward, it was rebuilt with in- 
creased splendor, at the com- 
mon expense of all the Gre- 
cian states. Before the time 
of Alexander, Ephesus had 
kings of its own. After it 
fell into the hands of the Ro- 
mans, the inhabitants revolt- 
ed to Mithridates, king of 
Pontus, and on that account 
were cruelly pillaged by Syl- 
la, the Roman general. It 
was destroyed by an earth- 
<luake,.x.D. 19, but soon re- 
built. Christianity was plant- 
ed here by Paul, about a. d. 
54, when he reasoned ^vith 
the Jews in their synagogues 
for three months, Acts xviii. 
xix. — :xxi. He returned next 
year, and preached to the 
Gentiles with wonderful suc- 
cess, Acts xix.. stayuig three 
years. Acts xx. 31. It suffer- 
ed exceedingly in its various 
sieges and captures, by the 
Saracens, Tartars, and Turks, 
and has gradually sunk to 
nothing. Tourne/ort found at 
Ephesus but thirty or forty 
houses. Chandler found not 
so many individuals. Now, 
BO human being lives at Ephe- 



sus ! Hy-scUttck, which mmy 
be considered another name 
for Ephesus, does not stand 
on the same place, and con- 
tains only a . few wretched 
Turkish huts. The candle- 
stick has been removed out 
of its place ! ** How doth the 
city sit solitary that was fjU 
of people I'' The apostle John 
spent most of his life, and 
closed it here. 

EPHOD, ao ornamental 
uppee garment, which made a 
part of the official dress of 
the Hebrew priest. That of 
the common priest was made 
of linen, and that of the high 
priest was richly embroider- 
ed, and contained . the sacred 
bremtjtlatt^ It was without 
sleeves, and eonsisted of two 
parts, one banging before, the 
other behind.' See Brxast- 

PLATB. 

EPHRAIM. (1.) The 
younger son ef Joseph, bom 
2293, and head of a tribe in 
Israel, which, at the time of 
their deliverance out of E^ 
gy pt, amounted to 40,500 per- 
sons. {%.) The lot of Ephraim, 
lying in the heart of the Holy 
Land. (3.)* The maurUairu 
of EpkraiMf highly fertile, 
except where they approach 
the Jordan in rocky preci- 
pices. A spur of this range ap- 
proaches Jericho, the passes 
of which have ever been in- 
fested by robbers. (4.) There 
was a forest of Ephraimf 
where Absalom's army was 
routed. 2 Sam. xviii. &— 17. 
(5.) From the day« of Jerc 



,y Google 



EPl 



76 



ESP 



houa til) the ten tribes were 
carried away captive by ^al- 
maneser, the whole land, not 
included under Judah, was 
often called Ephraim. Jer. 
Kxxi. 6. (6.) The city of 
Ephraim, where Christ retir- 
ed with his disciples not long 
before he suffered. John xi.54. 

EPICU'REANS, philoso- 
phers who adopted the^ doc- 
trine of Ejneurus, who 'flour- 
ished at Athens, Bbout a. h. 
3700. They denied that God 
governs the worid, or in the 
least condescends to interfere 
with creatures below. They 
denied also the immortality of 
the soul, and the existence of 
angels. They maintained that 
the world was not formed by 
God, not with any design, but 
by the fortuitous concourse 
of fctoms. They maintained 
that Jiappiness consisted in 
pleasure.; but some of them 
placed this pleasure in the 
tranquillity and joy of the 
mind, arising from the prac- 
tice of moraJ virtue, which is 
thought, by some, to have 
been the true principle of Epi- 
curus } others understood him 
in a grosser sense, and placed^ 
all their happiness in sensual* 
pleasure. 

EPISTLE, or Letter. 
Twenty-one of the books of 
the 'New Testament^are eoW- 
Gd epistle*. The first fourteen 
were written by Paul 5 the 
other seven were written, one 
by James, two by Peter, three 
by John, and one by Jade. 
The messages to the Aeven 



churches of Asia recorded ia 
the book of Revelation, are 
called epistles. Rev. ii. and 
iii. Tounderstand the epistles, 
we must consider the time, OC' 
casixm, design, and partiet 
addressed. 

ERASTUS, a disciple of 
Paul, and chamberlain, that 
is, treasurer, of the city of Cor- 
inth. He resigned his office, 
and became an assistant to 
Timothy. Rom: xvi. 23. 

ESA'IAS, the same as 
Isaiah, which see. 

ESAR'HADDON', the 
third son of Sennacherib, who 
sacceeded his father about the 
22d year of the reign of Hez- 
ekis^. In him the kingdoms 
of Assyria and Babylon be- 
came united ; after which he 
invaded Judah, and carried 
Manasseh away in chains ; 
which was the occasion of the 
repentance and reformation 
of that wicked prince. 2 Kiqgs 
xxi. He reigned over Assyria 
39 years, and over Babylon 
13, and died 668 years before 
the birth of Christ. 

ESAU. See Eoom. 

EStoRAE'LON, a noble 
plain, about 15 miles scpiare; 
near Mount Carlnel, famous 
in all ages for the great bat- 
tle fought upon it. It was 
once exceedingly populous, 
but is now almost a desert. 

ESPOUSALS, the act or 
ceremony of marriage. Jer. ii. 
2. Espousing sometimes meant 
in Scripture only betrothing, 
or making a matrimonial en- 
gagement. See Betroth. 
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ESTHER, the name of a 
queen of PenU, and also of 
one of the historical books of 
the Old Testament. Her his- 
tory is recorded in that inspir- 
ed narrati ve,writtea,probably, 
by Mordecai. The king, her 
husband, was, as some think, 
ArtaxerxeaLongimanus ; but 
was more probably Dariut 
Hytiaspes. 

ETERNITy,strictIy speak- 
ing, is duration without begin- 
ning or end. God alone is 
therefore truly eternal. See 
Etxrlastiho. 
. ETHIOPIA is sometimes 
called, in the Old Testament, 
Cuth, from the oldest son of 
Ham, whose posterity settled 
the country on the south-west 
of the Red Sea. Acts Viiu 
27. It bordered on Egypt, 
and was once a most powerful 
kingdom, with many noted 
cities. It is now called Aln/g^ 
sinia. 

EUNUCH, the name given 
to certain officers who served 
in the inner courts and cham- 
bers of kings. 

EUPHRA'TES, the most 
famous river in Western Asia. 
From its source ip the moun- 
t^ns of Armenia, its course is 
westward 3 aAer which, at the 
foot of Mount Taurus, it bends 
southward,receives the Melas, 
nuis along the east side of Sy- 
ria, and, aAer having watered 
Ghaldea, proceeds south, and 
joms the Tigris, just above 
where the ancient Paro^ice is 
supposed to have stood. A- 
bout 60 miles, farther south, 



the united riven duehuft 
themselves into the PersiaB 
Gulf. Like the Nile, it is sub- 
ject to an annual overflow, by 
which it imparts great fertility 
to its valley. On its banks 
stood Babylon. Now called 
Epherat of Phrat. Bussorah, 
about fifty miles from its 
mouth, is sow a place of some 
importance. 

EUROC'LYDON, a vio- 
lent and dangerous north-east 
wind, common in the Medi- 
terranean about the beginning 
of winter. Acto zxvii. 14- It 
is called by sailors a X10- 

tMTMfer. 

EVANGELIST, a bringer 
of good news. It was ap- 
plied first to the inspired 
historians of the gospel of Je- 
sus Christ, and, also, in the 
primitive church, to those who 
went from place to place, to 
preach the glad tidings of tho 
ever blessed gospel. Tha 
term is now used to signify a 
minister who travels, and is 
not settled with any particu- 
lar people. 

EVEN, EvsNiHO. The 
Jews had two evenings. The 
first was the after part of the 
day ; tlye second was the hour 
or two immediately after dark. 
Where the word occurs in Ex. 
xii. 6, Numb. ix. 3, and laviii. 
4, &.C. it reads in tl|e original 
** between the evenings,'^ and 
means the ttoilighL This was 
the time the passover was to 
be sacrificed. Deut. xni. 6. 

EVERLASTING, endur- 
ing forever } eternal, God it 
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•ver|astng,EKod. xr, 18; and 
the coveaanl of f^race, Heb. 
xiii. SO ; and the fntore bless- 
edness of the righteous, Luke 
zri. 9 3 2 Cor. iv. 17 ; and the 
punishment of the wieked, 
Matt. XXV. 46. 

Our finite minds eannot em- 
brace the thought of everlast- 
ing dnration. Millions of milr 
lions of years, multiplied' to 
the furthest |>owers of ieompu- 
tation, nxe as nothing to eter- 
nity. Any period we can 
compute will as certainly 
come to an end as a single 
day, and then the space be- 
yond is not diminished! O 
*^ who can dwell in everlast- 
ing burnings V^ 

EVIL, an action contrary 
to the law of God ; any wrong 
done by one man to another. 
Matt. v. 39. It is put for 
the afflictions or punishments 
which God sends, Job ii. 10 } 
for sin and its sufferings, 
Matt. vi. 15. To have an 
evil eye, Prov.. zxiii. 6, is to 
be covetous, and grudge the 
grace that is dispensed to 
others. Evil days, Eccl. xii. 
1, signify the time of old age, 
which is calamitous in itself, 
and often saddened with the 
lemembrauce of youthful fol- 
fics. To '' put fs^r away the 
et)il day," Amos vi. 3, means 
to drive away the thoughts of 
approaching judgment and 
death. Satan is called the 
evil one, or evil spirit ; he is 
the author of sin ; he perpet- 
nally works wickedness, and 
I trooble. John xvii. 15. 



Acts XIX. It. AncetfUsMis 
a season of much 
danger, and trouble. 
V. IS. 

EVIL SPEAKING,! 
ing defamatory falsehoods, or 
reproachfully and uaneeessa* 
rily speaking of real faults. 
It is a deplorably prevalent 
vice, even among those who 
pride themselves on their mo- 
rality. It is scarcely, if at all, 
less smful to listen with pleas- 
ure to sueh cobversatioa. 1 
Cor. V. 11. and vi. 10. 

EXACTEK. An officer 
whose business it was to col- 
lect fines levied by the courts, 
and sometimes also to gather 
taxes. 

EXAMINE. See Sblf- 

XXAMIHATION. 

EXCLUDE, to shut oat. 
The word excommmnieeiU, 
which is now common, is not 
found in our translation, 
though the expression ** caet 
out," in John ix. 34, might be 
so rendered. Exclusion from 
a church is an awful eenswe 
which Christ empowers his 
visible ' people to inflict on 
members who are incorrigible, 
or who have committed scan- 
dalous offences. Excluded per- 
sons forfeit, (1.) The fellow- 
ship of the church, Matt, xviii. 
17; (2.) The common society 
of the members, except so far 
as civil relations- require it, 2 
Thess. iii. 6; 14 ; Rom. xvi. 
17 5 (3.) The inward privi- 
leges of the professed people 
of God. The design of ex- 
clusion is, (1.) To purge the 
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•hiirekj {ft.) To warn other 
memben; (3.) To reclaim 



EXHORT, to urge others 
to the performance of known 
daty. It is a Christian re- 
quirement; Heb. iii. 13, and 
waft the constant practice of 
Christ and die apostles. Luke 
iii. 18. Acts xt. 23. Some 
may be useful in this way who 
are not called to the ministry. 
Rom. zii. 8. 

EXODlfS, the second 
book of Moses, so calted 
from its name in the Greek 
version, which signifies de- 
parture ; because it relates to 
the history of the departure of 
the Israelites from Egypt. It 
|s a narrative of the transac- 
tions of about 145 years, from 
the death of Joseph, a. m. 
2369, to the erection of the 
tabernacle, in 2514. It de- 
scribes the history of Moses, 
the plagues of Egypt, the 
journey of Israel, the dispen- 
sation of the law, the construc- 
tion of the tabernacle, and 
the entrance into Canaan. 

EX'ORCIST, one who 
drives away evil spirits, or 
casts out devils. Our Sa- 
viour, when he sent out his 
disciples to preach the gos- 
pel, gave them power over 
junclean spirits, to cast them 
put, Matt. z. 1 3 by which gift 
they gained repute among the 
people, and gave proof that 
they were sent of God. But 
those Jewish exorcists, men- 
tioned Acts xix. 13, were im- 
postors, deludinjp ijie people 



by imposture, witefaenft •» 
diabolical agency. 

EXPIATION, atonement. 
The "great day" of ezina^ 
tion was the 10th of the 
month Tlzri. The ceremony 
is described Lev. xvi. When 
expiation is made, the guilt is 
removed, and the obhgation 
to punishment is can^Ued. 
See Propitiation. 

EYELIPS were painted 
by ancient Jewish females, 
and stin are in Arabia, &e. 
This is what Jezebel did, 2 
Kings iz. 30. The edge of 
the lids, between the hair imd 
the eye-ball, ii made black, ta 
increase the size and vivacity 
of the eye. Jer. iv; 30> may 
refer to this custom or to the 
streaking of the hce by 
pricking a dark pow^ 
through the skin, as sailors 
now do on their arms. This 
practice remains in Arabia, 
and various other countries. 

E2EKIEL, one of the 
greater prophets ; he was the 
son of Buzi, a descendant of 
Aaron, and of course belong- 
ing to the priesthood. Qeing 
carried away by Nebuehad- 
jiezzar among the captives, 
he settled on the banks of the 
Chebar, in Mesopotamia, and 
was there favored with his 
extraordinary revelations. Ho 
seems to have exercised his 
prophetic office about twenty 
years. 

The Book o/Ezekul is sim- 
ilar to that of Jeremiah in its 
scope, but very different in 
siyifi, being more pointed aM 
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It pradieto the dread- 
iU ealanities to be miBcted 
OB Judea and Jenvalem, for 
idolatry aad wickedness ; the 
judgments that would be seat 
upon the false prophets, who 
deluded the people with vain 
hopes, and winked at their 
mas ; the punishments which 
should befall Ammoa, Edom, 
Pluhstia, Tjre and Egypt; 
the restoration of Israel and 
Judah; and the blessedness 
of the gospel church under 
the Mesnah. 

EZRA, a captive . JFew, of 
the sacerdotal fiixnily, who, by 
wisdom and inte^ty, rose 
to eminence m the Persian 
court. By authority of his 
sovereign, he assembled a 
large colony of his country- 
men, and went to repair Jeru- 
salem, and rebuild the tem- 
ple. To' Ezra is ascribed the 
important work of coUectnig 
the different inspired books, 
arranging, combining, and 
correcting them, and so form- 
ing the complete canon of the 
Old Testainent. 

The Book of Ezra was 
doubtless written by him. It 
consists of two principal divis- 
ions : the first gives the nar- 
rative of the return of the 
Jews from Babylonia; and 
the second describes the great 
reformation of religion which 
took place among Uie people. 
It materially elucidates the 
prophecies of Haggai and 
Zeebariah. Comjf>are Ezra 
▼. with Hag. i. 12, and Zecb. 
ti. 14. 



F. 

FAITH, a dependence «■ 
the truth of an assertion. 
Divine faith is a firm belief 
upon the authority of divine 
revelation. It is thus we are 
persuaded to beKeve all truths 
relating to Qod, revealed to 
us in the Scriptures. Justify- 
ing, or saving faith, is a grace 
wrought in the soul by the 
Spirit of Ood, whereby we re- 
ceive Christ, as he is revealed 
in the gospel, to be oar Proph- 
et, Priest and King ; trust ia 
him ; and rely upon his righte- 
ousness atone ibr salvation. 
This faith beg^ets a sincere obe- 
dience in life and conversation. 
^' Faith which worketh by 
love/' Gal. v. 6, is faith wMcb 
shows itself by producing in 
us love to God and to our 
neighbor. Faith is put for a 
belief and profession of the 
gospel, Rom. i. 8. 

FALL, to drop down, to 
be ruined, to apostatize. By 
way of eminence, man's first 
disobedience, and consequent 
degradation, is called tfu 
FtUt. By it our whole race 
has lost the image of God, 
and, being totally destitute of 
any natural tendencies to holi- 
ness, vre** are estranged irora 
the womb.'^ Ps. H. 5, and 
Iviii. S. Isa. Iviii. 8. Frcmi 
this awful condition, and its 
consequences, we are deli^r- 
ed by " the second Adam.'* 

FAN, an instrument fat. 
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wparating chaff from grain, 
formerly made in the shape of 
a wooden shovel, with a long* 
handle. The shape and man- 
ner of using^ it afe shown in 
the picture of a threshing 
floor. With this the grain 
was tossed in the air when the 
wind blew, so that the . chaff 
was driven away. As it fell 
round the place, it was cus- 
tomary to sweep it together 
and bum it. See Matt. iii. 12. 

FARTHING, a coin used 
by the Romans. Our transla- 
tors give this English to 
both Awapiov {asaarion) and 
KaipavmSf {quadranteSf) but 
these were different. The 
first was a tenth part of a Ro- 
man penny, or about two 
cents. Matt. z. 29. The lat- 
ter was equal to two piiles, 
and is about a fourth part of 
our cent. Mark zii, 43. 

FAST, a solemn forbear- 
ance from food, accompanied 
by huiniliation before God, 
prayer, and the refbrmation 
of life. Our Saviour did not 
appoint any fast days, but 
gave reasons why, after his 
death, his clisciples should 
fast. Afflictions and perplex- 
ities soon became coqimon to 
Christians, and then they fast- 
ed. 2 Cor. vi. 5. 

FASTING, though much 
neglected by modem Chris- 
tians, is a duty of great impor- 
tance, and should not be over^ 
looked among our means of 
growth in grace. It should 
consist, (1.) In total or partial 
abstinence from food ^nd 9II 



oth^r animal indulgeneei, at 
far as bodily health and vigor 
of mind will permit ; (2. ) In hu* 
mUiation and confession of sin) 
(3.) In prayer; (4.) In liberal- 
ity to good objects. Matt, 
iz. 16. 1 Cor. vii. 6. 

FATHER, he that has a 
child. It is a title given to 
the first ancestor, as Rom. iv. 
16 ; to the inventor and mas- 
ter of any art or science ; or 
the founder of a particular 
profession. Gen. iv. 20, 2!§ j 
to him wiio is affected with 
the miseries of the poor, and 
endeavors to provide for their 
wants. Job zziz. 16. God 
declares himself to be" ihe 
Father o/the/aihtrUM." Ps. 
Izviii.'S. God is eminently 
the Father, Creator, Preserv- 
er and Protector of all 'his 
creatures, but principally of 
those who know and serve 
him. Deut. zzzii. 6. Rom. 
viii. 15, 16. The devil is 
called the father of the wick- 
ed. John viii. 44. In church 
history, the term is applied to 
the Christian writers of the 
first centuries. It is custom- 
ary to give this epithet to aged 
and eminent saints, 2 Kings 
ii. 12, and to the minister under 
whom we are convefte4y 1 
Cor. iv. Id 'y 1 Tim. i. 13. 

FATLING, a young ani- 
mal fed for slaughter. Isa. 
zi. 6. Matt. zzii. 4. 

FEAR, apprehension of 
danger. Guilt produces that 
solicitude and dread which if 
csWed slavish /eat. ActszKiv. 
25. That holy feeling of lh« 
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nm fi w ed heart toward Qod, 
vrhicli produces a reverent sub- 
mission to bis providence, and 
i«ady obedience to all his com- 
mtoida/is/lial/ear, Heb.v.7. 

F£AST, a season of joy 
and thanksgiving appointed 
of God to commemorate great 
events, to give rest and confir- 
mation to the pious, to pro- 
mote and sanctify social af- 
fections, and to prefigure the 
blessings of the gospd. 

The following enumeration 
is prepared with great care, 
and should be familiar to 
every reader of Scripture. 

Thk Fxast of the Pass- 
OTXR lasted eight days, be- 
ginning on the Idth of the 
month Nisan. Ex. zii. 14. See 
Passover. 

The Feast of Pente- 
cost came fifty days after the 
Passover. See Pentecost. 

The Feast of Taberna- 
cles continued for a week, 
and was to commemorate the 
dwciliug of the Israelites in 
tents. It is sometimes called 
^bB/€aH o/ingaiherings. Ex. 
xxiiL 16, and xxziv. 2S. The 
Ibllowiag are the principal 
eeremonies. (1.) During >be 
entire week of its continuance, 
the people dwelt in booths or 
tents, erected in the fields or 
stnets, or on the flat, terrace- 
like roofs of their houses. (3.) 
Extraordinary offerings were 
made. See Numb. zxix. (3.) 
Daring the feast, branches 
■ of pafan, olive, citron, myr- 
tle, and willow, were car- 
ried IB the bands, singing 



**HoUmuLf** i. e. Smtt nemt 
or, Sooty I beseech tiut. Ps. 
cxviii. 25. It was meant as 
a prayer for the coming of 
the Messiah. Thus was Jesus 
conducted into Jerusalem, by 
the multitude, who believed 
him to he the promised Sa- 
viour. (4.) The libation of 
water upon and around the 
altar,which was an emblem of 
the efiuston of the Holy Spirit. 
To this Christ alluded, when, 
in the last day of the feast, he 
cried, '^ If any man thirst, let 
him come unto me and drink/' 
During the whole festival, 
music, feasting, rejoicings, and 
illuminations, gladdened the 
city. 

The Day of Atonement 
was kept on the 10th day of 
Tizri, or September. On this 
day only , in the whole year,was 
the high priest permitted to 
enter &e most holy place, and 
then not without due prepare^ 
tion, on the pain of deatii. 
Lev. xvi. 1^—17. 
. The Feast or Wbbks^ 
Ex. xzxiv. 22, occurred seven 
weeks after the second day 
of the Passover. It is the sane 
as the feast of Pentecost. 

The Feast of Trum- 
pets was held on the first and 
second days of the montii 
Tizri, which was the com- 
mencement of the civil year. 
The name is derived from the 
blowing of trumpets in the 
temple with more than usual 
solemnity. 

The Feast of Lots, or 
PoEiM, was inuoduced in 
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after timeS; and waa celebrat- 
ed in Febraary. On this oc- 
casion the entire book of Es- 
ther is always read in • the 
synagogues. 

The Feast of the Ded- 
ication of the second tem- 
ple (mentioned in John x. 
22) was instituted aAer the 
days of Malachi, in commem-' 
oration of the cleansing of 
the temple and altar, after 
their profanation by Anti- 
ochus. 1 Maccab. iv. d2— 59. 
It commenced on the Sdtb of 
Cideu, or December. 

The preceding |ire the chief 
mmual festivals of Old Testa- 
ment times. Modern Jews 
have added various others, 
iduch this wodt need not no- 
tice. The following were the 
extraordinary festivals of di- 
vine appointment. 

The Sabsatical Year. 
Every seventh year, the land 
was to lie fallow, while ite 
spontaneous produce was 
shared in common by the 
servants of the family, the 
poor, the stranger, and the 
cattle. It was the year of re- 
lease from personal slavery, 
Ex. xxi. 2, and from peconi- 
aiy debts, Deut. xv. 1, 2. In 
order to guard against famine 
on this and the ensuing year, 
(which would also be par- 
tially deficient, in consequence 
of the entireiest of the seventh 
year,) God promised a triple 
produce for the sixth year. 
Lev. XXV. 21, 22. The breach 
of this command was among 
Ibe ehief national sins which 



caused the captivity. Leir. 
xxvi. 33, 34. Jer. xxv. 9. t 
Chron. xxxvi. 21. 

The Jubilee was a more 
solemn feast, held every 
seventh sabbatical year, that 
is, once in fifty years. See 
Jubilee. 

Feasts of Charity, or 
Love FEASTS,were entertain- 
ments of the Christian church 
in the first ^s, which tended 
to relieve the poor and pro- 
mote union. The Lord's sup- 
per was generally administer- 
ed at the close. They, how- 
ever, became occasions of 
evil, and were discontinued. 
' FELIX was deputy-gov- 
ernor of Judea. He enticed 
Drusilla to divorce Azizus, 
king of Emesa, and then took 
her as his own wife. He de- 
feated about 4000 outlaws, 
headed by an Egyptian un- 
postor, who had posted them- 
selves in the mount of Olives. 
Acts xxi. 38. During the ad- 
ministration of Felix, Jndea 
was in a constant turmoil, 
being infested with robbers 
and assassins, and overrun 
with impostors ' pretending to 
be the Messiah. It was this 
prince that trembled at the 
words of Paul, Acts xxiv. 25. 
He was a bad man, and gov- 
erned with great injustice and 
cruelty. In a. d. 60, he was 
recalled to Rome, and Festus 
was sent in his room. The 
Jews followed him, and com 
plained to the government of 
his extortion and violenee. 
He would have been punished 
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with d«alh,.had not his broth- 
er Pallas, by his credit at 
'coUity preserved his life. Acts 
jcxiii. and xxiv. 

FELLOWSHIP, or Com- 
munion, is a term of great 
impojrtaDce in the Scriptures. 
There is a fellowship to which 
the people of Christ are admit- 
ted with God the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ, 
the blood of Jesus cleansing 
them from all sin. 1 John i. 
3, 6, &c. There is also a fel- 
lowship which they have with 
one another, in the spiritual 
blessings which the gospel 
brings to the guilty; and in 
temporal things, which takes 
place when the disciples of 
Christ communicate jointly of 
their worldly substance to the 
support of the poor. Acts ii. 
4&. The church connection 
is called a fellowship, and is 
opposed to having connection 
witl^ the unfruitful works of 
darkness. Eph. v. 11. 

FERRET, a species of 
weasel. The word so render- 
ed, Lev. xi. 30, qpeans '* the 
trier/' on which account some 
take it for the frog. It seems 
on the whole to be the gecko j 
or noisy lizard. 

FESTUS succeeded Felix 
ill the government of Judea. 
He sent Paul, whom Felix had 
left bound at Caesarea, tp 
Rome, to be tried by Ceesar, 
to whom he appealed. Acts 
xxv. Festus was very diligent 
m his efforts to put an end to 
the disturbances and robberies 
which had become •• frequent 



in Judea, m the reign of FeGs, 
but took no trouble to invest!* 
gate the claims of Christian- 
ity 3 and when Paul spoke ef 
its mysteries, he thought thai 
much learning had made him 
mad. Acts xxvi. He died 
about A. D. 62. 

FIG-TREK, a well-known 
tree, which flourishes in warm 
countries. It attains a good 
degpree of perfection in the 
most southern of the Unit- 
ed States, The fruit, which 
grows from the trunk and 
large branches, and not from 
the exterior twigs, as in 
most trees, is nutritious and 
medicinal. It was very com- 
mon in Palestine, and is so now 
in every pari of the Levant, 
whence it is exported, in a 
dried stale, to every part of 
the world. The leaves of the 
tree are very large, oi» whioh 
account Adam and Eve made 
aprons of them. The tree it- 
self is large, and some have 
been mentioned which woul4 
shelter three hundred men. 1 
Kings iv. 25. John i. 49. 
Christ blasted a fig-tree on 
which he found no fruit, 
** though the time of figs 
was not yet,'^ — ^that is, the 
time of gathering figs had not 
quite arrived. The tree was, 
therefore, evidently barren, 
and had not already been 
stripped. Matt. xxi. 19. It is 
remarkable that his curse was 
only the establishment of its 
previous sterility. Its leaves 
withered, so that no fuUire 
traveller should meet a lik« 
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diMppofattineBt. Being: on 
dM public road, no man's 
property was injured. It was 
an aw/ul lesson to that de* 
generate nation, of whose hyp- 
ocritical exterior and worth- 
less pretensions it was a strik- 
ing: emblem, and to fruitless 
professors in all ages. The 
g^oodness of God is remark- 
ably appaient in this tree. It 
flourishes in rocky, barren 
places, where scarcely any 
thing else will grow; and a 
single tree will sometimes pro- 
duce 280 pounds of figs. So 
valuable was this tree in the 
land of Canaan, that to have 
it killed, or even to have it 
foil of its annual fruit, was 
reckoned a dreadful calamity. 
Joel i. 6, 7. Hab.iii. 17. 

FIGURE, shape, resem- 
blance. Idols are called fig- 
ures, because they are made 
after the likeness of some 
original form. Acts vii. 43. 
Adam, Isaac, &c., and some 
ancient ceremonies, were fig- 
ures or types, as they shadow- 
ed forth Jesus Christ. Rom.v. 
14. Heb.xi.l9,andix.9. Bap. 
tism is called a figure ; its 
washing in water shadows 
forth the washing of our souls 
in the blood of Christ. 

FILLET. (1.) Aband for 
the hair. (2.) An astragal, or 
architectural ornament. Ex. 
zxxvi. 38, and xxxviii. 28. 

FIR, a very tall, straight, 
evergreen tree, of dense foli- 
age, and abounding with a 
gum called rosin. Its fruit 
■om«wkat fesembles burrs of 



the pine-tree. The wood ww 
anciently used for spears, mo?* 
sical instruments, buildings 
and furniture of bouses and 
ships^ It was the chosen 
abode of the stork. Ps. civ. 
17 Je^us Christ is compared 
to a green fir-tree. Hos. xiv. 
8. His people are likened to 
fir-trees. Isaiah xli. 19, and 
Iv. 13, and Ix. 13. 

!F1RE, the state of combus* 
tion: flame, 2 Pet. iii. 7 3 Rev< 
ix. 17: suffering of the ut* 
most severity, J«de7. The 
word is often used to denote 
the dreadful torment of hell. 
To <' salt withjire* means to 
prove or purify by suffering, 
as mfstals are purified in the 
furnace. Mark ix. 49. 

FIRKIN, a Greek measure, 
equal, it is thought, to four 
gallons and a half; that is, 
about a fourth part of a bath. 
There is no certainty as to its 
size. John ii. 6. 

FIRMAMENT, the expanse 
of heaven, the sky. The 
lower region of the firmament 
separates, as is said. Gen. i. 
6> 7, the waters of the clouds 
above from the waters of the 
earth beneath. Job xxxvii 
18. 

FIRST-FRUITS, offerings 
of the earliest ripe grain, firuit, 
&c., which were made before 
the harvest was fully gathered. 
Neither the time nor quantity 
is prescribed. Every person 
was to offer for himself. 

FISH, a general name, in 
Scripture, for aquatic animak. 
Fisbffs were created oo the 
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iMi My, \ff the word of God's 
pfiver. aomo. are of mon- 
f trous 9isc, and tome are too 
SfBall to lie ieen without pow- 
erful glssses. Their element 
\k9A ever preveated an accu- 
rate knowledge of their num- 
\tet, stroetiire or mannerg. 
Liimieus reckons several hun- 
dred different speeies; and 
doubtless many exist in the 
yasc extent and proAindity of 
the ocean, which have never 
come under human observa- 
tion. Even when drawn from 
their watery abode, and the 
form esamiifed and described, 
their migrations, pursuits, and 
pleasures, remain concealed 
in most cases. The sea not 
affording vegetable food in 
the profusion that is seen 
OB land, the natives of the 
deep subsist by preying on 
e«eh other. Were it not for 
this arrangement, the vast re- 
gions of water would have 
been a dreary vacuum in the 
system of nature. The fecun- 
dity and longevity of fishes 
are adapted to this order of 
things. A single «od will pro- 
duce, in a season, nine mil- 
lions of eggs 'f a flounder above 
one million, and a mackerel 
five hundred thousand. Large 
fish live on small ones, and 
these find food in the surplus 
spawn of such as have been 
named. Tbils myriads of 
creatures partake of the pleas- 
ure of existence, in an ele- 
ment which would otherwise 
h»T» been a silent waste. 
Under, the Hebrew law, 
8 



none were called cleao, and 
allowed to be eaten, but such 
as had Jmi and «ea£e)r, so thai 
lobsters, oysters, Jac. were 
prohibited. 

FITCHES, or Vxtches, 
a sort of tare, growing to the 
height of IS or 19 inches. 
The seeds are fragrant and 
pungent, and were used ill 
bread and cakes by the Jews. 
Isa. xxviii. 26, S7, 6^t. 

FLAO, a tall rush, common 
on the banks of tb<e Nilej 
grateful to cattle as food, and 
made into ropes, &€-. by th<e 
Egyptians. Gen. xli. 2, 18. 
Job viii. 11. 

FLAGON, a vessel or erase 
usiifldly intended for wine, and 
eontainiag abotit a pint. 2 
Sam. vi. 19. See Crvsx. 
The word seems sometimes to 
mean a cake or pressed lamp 
of raisins. 2 Sam. vi. 19« 

FLAX, awell-knoivn plant, 
of which linen is made. E- 
gypt carried on a great trade 
in linen, Ezek. xxvii. 7. 
Wrought into garments, it 
was the only raiment of the 
priests, and the principal arti- 
cle of dress of all the people. 
It was famous in all countries 
for it8/rKa««r; but this was 
because the art of spinning 
was then in so rode a state, 
for that which is now taken 
from the best mommies seems 
to us very coarse.' The de- 
struction of flax, in one of the 
plagues of Mosos, must have 
been a great calamity. Ex. 
ix. 31. It is still, according to 
NoRDEif , one of their prinei- 
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pal articles of export. When 
it is said the flax had " boiled/' 
it means that the seed vessels 
had begun to assume a round- 
ish form. See Lamp. 

FLAY, to strip off the skin 5 
a punishment Used in ^ome 
countries upon great offend- 
ers, by which they were slow- 
ly killed, with the utmost suf- 
fering. Mic. iii. 3. . Some of 
the early Christians were mar- 
tyred in this manner. 

FLESH, that soft part of 
any animal, which lies between 
the skin and the bone. The 
word is used in Scripture for 
living men, and animals in 
general, Gen. vi. 13; for the 
whole nature of .man, a& it 
Cometh into the world infected 
with sin, Rom. vii. 6. viii. 8 ; 
for all that in religion which 
is outward, and to be seen 
with the eye, as moral works 
or ceremonies of the law, 
Rom. iv. 1, Gal. iii. 3 5 for the 
natural corruptions, which act 
in (Opposition Uy the Spirit in 
regenerated persmis. Rom. 
vii. 18, 25. Gal. v. 17, 24. 
Ulesh also signifies the human 
nature of Christ, whereby 
bis divine nature was vailed, 
even as the mercy-seat and 
the most holy place were by 
the vail. Heb. x. 20. It is 
also taken for the outward 
appearance. John viii. 15. 
** A he&rt of flesh" denotes a 
tender, tractable temper and 
disposition of soul. 

FLOOD, an inundation or 
Collection of waters. The Red 
Sea is so caUed^Ps. Ixvi. 6, 



and heavy rains. Matt. vii. 95, 
and by a figure, great afflic 
tions, Ps. Ixix. 15, violent ef- 
forts of the enemies of the 
church. Isa. lix. 19, &c.' 

In most instances where 
this word occurs, it means that 
awful deluge which once 
destroyed the earth, as de- 
scribed in Genesis* Noah, 
with his family, and the va- 
rious animals which God 
brought to him, wpre preserv- 
ed in the ark, which was their 
habitation for about a year. 
This memorable event is com- 
puted to have occurred a. m. 
1656. Persons and things ex- 
isting previous to it are called 
antediluvian. Of this event, 
most heathen nations have, to 
this day, some tradition, and 
many abcient Gentile writers 
allude to it. Scarcely any 
ancient fact is so authenticat- 
ed by profane history, by tra- 
dition,^ and by commemora- 
tive rites, as the- flood. The 
present state of the earth 
furnishes evidence of its hav- 
ing occurred. Trees, teeth, 
bones, sea-shells, &c. Sec. are 
often found on the tops of 
mountains, or buried in the 
earth, in. the hardest strata, in 
solid rocks, in beds of Jnul, 
and in the bottoms of mines. 

FLOOR, the bottom of a 
room. 1 Kings vi. 15. The 
place where com was thresh- 
ed out. Hos. 4X. 1. Judg. 
vi. 37. See Threshing- 
Floor. 

FLOTES, flat-bottomed 
vessels; su«h as are now call- 



,y Google 



FOO 



87 



FOO 



ed wows or barges; or a col- 
lection of trees, fastened to- 
gether by ropes, to be drawn 
along by water, in the manner 
we make a raft. 1 Kings 
V.9. 

FLUTE, a sweet, soft 
wind-instrument, of very an- 
cient date. We find it used 
in the time of David, 1 Kings 
i. 40, and at Nebucbadnezzars 
concert. Dan. iii. 5^ 

FLY, an insect of which 
there are many kinds^ some 
having two, and some four 
wings. Sonnini says, that in 
Egypt no insects are so trou- 
blesome as flies, which are 
there extremely rapacious and 
bold, stinging the tenderest 
parts of the body, ^d creating 
almost unsupportable pain. 
A single fly will throw an en- 
tire herd of cattle into con- 
sternation. Isa. vii. 18. Ac- 
cording to the custom of idol- 
atrous countries, to worsliip 
what was hurtful, the Egyp- 
tians paid superstitious hom- 
age to several sorts of flies, 
so that nothing could be more 
striking than the plague of 
them by Moses. Beelzebub, 
or the god o/Jlies, was wor- 
shipped by the Philistines, 
Amorites, See. because he 
was supposed to defend his 
votaries from these distress- 
ing insects. 

FOOD, among the ancient 
Jews, was exceedingly plain. 
Gen. xviii. 6,7. The articles 
destined for the king^s table 
were very simple. 2 Sam. xvi. 
\, and xvii. 28, 29. Bread 



was the most commoii food. 
Milk and honey were dain- 
ties. Flesh was a liuniiy. 
They were accuj^tomed to eat 
under the shade of a tree. 
Gen. xviii. 8. They would 
not eat indifierently with all 
persons, deeming it deroga- 
tory and polluting in many 
'cases. Gen^xliii. 32. Joha 
iv. 9. Matt. ix. IL In gen- 
erd, each had his separate 
table. Thus Elhanah gave 
his two wives their portion 
apart. Sam. i. 4, 5. Special 
respect was paid to guests by 
giving them a great plenty for 
their portion. Joseph sent Ben- 
jamin fve times as much as 
either of (he rest, and Sam- 
uel set a quarter of a calf be- 
fore Saul. Generally, the an* 
cient Jews sat cross-legged 
round a mat, as is now custom- 
ary in the East, but in later 
times more luxurious postures 
were adopted. They ate with 
their fingers, knives and forks 
being a modern invention. 
Their times of meals were 
sunrise, a little before noon, 
and five in the afternoon. 
Their ordinary beverage was 
water. 

FOOL, an idiot, or a very 
weak man ; one who foresees 
not evils, to prevent them, and 
neglects the season of obtain- . 
ing what is good. In the Ian- . 
guage of Scripture, a sinner , 
one who makes something in 
this world his highest aim, 
and spends his chief time and 
labor about it, to the neglect 
, of infinitely b^gher interests. 
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Thoie who upbraid their 
brethren as fwAa are in dan- 
ger of hell. Matt. v. 22. 
Whatever is without good 
reason, and does not secure 
men's true and eternal ad- 
vantage, is foolish ; and hence 
we read of foolish talking, 
foolish lusts, foolish questions, 
&c. Eph. V. 4. 1 Tim. vi. 9. 
Tit. iii. 9. 

FOOT, that on which any 
aikimal or thing stands, or is 
supported; a measure of 12 
inches. In old times, it was 
eustomary to wash the feet of 
strangers after a journey, be- 
cause they either walked bare- 
foot, or wore only sandals. 
Gen. xviit 4. xix. 2. zxiv. 32. 
Widows maintained by the 
church, were to be^ such as 
oed washed the feet of the 
saints ; that is, had been ready 
to do the meanest services for 
the servants of God. 1 Tim. 
v. 10. Ottr blessed Saviour 
washed the feet of his apos- 
tle^; and though there is not 
sufficient reason f6r regarding 
this as a positive institution, 
like the Lord's sopper, yet it 
most plainly and movingly 
shows that Christians are to be 
very affectionate, and ready 
to perform the most humble 
services for one another. 

PORESHIP, the bow, or 
forward part of a ship. Acts 
zxvii. 30^. 

FORGIVE, to pardon an 
offence. To Corgive si^, is 
the prerogative of God only. 
Isa. zliii. 25. When the Phar- 
IseeSy who denied the divin- 



ity of Christ, heard him for- 
giving sins, they said, -"This 
man blasphemeth.'' Matt, 
ix. 3. That Christ ex«reised 
this power, proves hiiA to be 
divine. Acts v. 31. 

FORNICATION means, 
(1.) Criminal intercourse be- 
tween unmarried persons, 1 
Cor. vii. 2 ; (2.) Adultery, 
Matt. V. 32j (3.) Idolatry, 
2 Chr. xxi. 11 5 (4.) Heresy, 
Rev. xix. 2. 

FOX. There is reason to 
think that the word skuol 
means ti Jackal, and not a fox $ 
and that the true fox is not 
mentioned in all the Scrip- 
ture. The fox does not 
prey on carrion; nor are 
our foxes fond of grapes, as 
jackals are known to be. 
Cant. ii. 15. Samson might 
have caught jackals by scores^ 
but the fox is scarcely ever 
fotmd in Jadea, and is not a 
gregarious animal. Barbar- 
ous nations of the East ravage 
the country they conquer, 
leaving the habitations deso- 
late, and the dead bodies un- 
buried. These carcasses the 
jackals devour. David al- 
ludes to this, Ps. Ixiii. 10, 
when he says his enemies 
" shall be a portion for foxes." 
Jackals abound in Asia Minor 
and the. neighboring countries. 
They choose hilly places, 
boldly approach travellers, 
and -at night enter villages, 
always going in troops, Tl)9 
jackal is n^ so large as a 
wolf, bi)t rather larger than a 
fox,and lives on small anima)S| 
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grapes, vegetables, and* car- 
casses. The general resem- 
blance of the for and jackal 
may have caused the sacred 
writers to use the ierm. skuolf 
(foXf) as comprehending sim- 
ilar animals. Scaliger and 
Olearius, as quoted by Bo- 
thart, expressly call the jack- 
fU a for ; and Sandys says, 
'' the jackals are in my opin- 
ion no other ths^ foxes.'' 
Ksempfer says, the jackal 
may not improperly be called 
the "wol/'/ox," 

FRANK'INCENSE,a 
gum, anciently burnt in- tem- 
ples, and now used in medi- 
cine. It distils from incisions 
made in the tree during the 
beat of the summer, and when 
placed on live coals, sends 
up a dense fipagrant smoke. 
Some frankincense is brought 
from the E^t Indies ; but it 
is not equal to that of Arabia 
or Syria. The form of the 
frankinceQsertree is like a 
pear-tree.^ Frankincense is 
still used in Popish ceremo- 
nies, as well as by heathens. 
Ex. XXX. 34. Luke i. 10. 
&ev. viii. 4, 

FRAY, to chase away with 
fear. Deut. xxviii. 26. 

FROG. There are two 
species of frog, one of which 
lives in the water and the 
other on the land. The former 
was made the plague of £- 
ffypt. Ex. viii. As the frog 
in Egypt was the emblem of 
Osiris, it was held sacred by 
tbe people; and this plague 
ia one of the many instances 
8* 



in- which Jehovah punishes 
men by means of the very 
things which they improperly 
regard. This is still more ap- 
parent when we consider that 
the Nile, in vrhich they were 
produced, was supposed by 
the Egyptians to be peculi^- 
ly sacred, and deserving of 
religious veneration. Though 
the frog is not venomous, such 
legions of them penetrating 
every place, and filling their 
food and beds, rendered ' life 
intolerable. When it is said, 
Ps. Ixxviii. 45, "He sent 
frogs and destroyed them," 
it probably means that the 
stench of them, when killed, 
infected the air, and created 
pestilence. Had Ood sent 
lions, tigers, and crocodiles, 
instead of frogs, lice, flies, 
&c. the cause would have 
seemed so adequate to the 
effect, that his hand in the 
punishment might have been 
overlooked. Because frogs 
show themselves most active- 
ly afler a rain, some have 
foolishly imagined that they 
are produced by rain, or de- 
scend with it. 

FRONTLET, or Tele- 
PHiir, a brow-band, or fillet 
worn on the forehead. The 
Jews,regarding the command, 
Deut. vi. 8, 9, as intended 
literally, or being disposed to 
adopt the pagan custom of 
wearing amulets and tcUiS" 
mans, wore these on their 
foreheads. See Phtlac« 

TERY. ^ 

FRUIT, production, con8« 
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<< Fruit of eattle/' 
if their ywmg, " Fruit of the 
body/' signifieg chiklren. 
Deut. xviii. 4. << Fruit of the 
lijM/' is the sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving^. Heb. iciii. 
16. '< Fruits meet lor re- 
pentance/' are such a holy 
life and conyertation as mani- 
fest t^e reality of i epentanee. 
Matt. iii. 8. << Ffuits of the 
Spirit/' meaa love both to 
God and our nei^bors, and 
those gracious hi^its wroog^ 
by the Spirit in the soul $ as 
joy, peace, long-suffering^, 
gentleness, goodness, iadth, 
meekness, and temperance. 
Gai. V. 22, 23. ** Fruits of 
righteousness/' Phil. i. 11, 
are such good works and holy 
actions as spring from a gra- 
cious frame of heart Frmt 
is taken for a charitable con- 
tribution, which is the fruit or 
«ffect of faith and love. Bom. 
zv. 28. Fruit, when spoken, 
of good men, means the fruits 
or works of righteousness and 
holiness; but in regard ^to 
wicked men, it designates the 
effects of sip, immorality, and' 
irickedness. See our Sa- 
viour's doctrine.' Matt vii. 
16. 

FULL, fidaess. (1.) De- 
airing no more of a thing, Isa. 
i. 11 3 (2.) Perfect, that which 
wants nothing, 2 John viii. ; 
{S.) Being puffisd up with a 
conceit of our own sufficiency 
fWd worth, so as to feel no 
jneed of Christ '< Wo unto 
^ou that are full." Luke vi. 
|K& To be <^4uU of years/' 



is io hove lived to oM tag^ 
Gen. zxv. 8. ''The fnhieas 
of time," is the' time' when 
Messiah appeared, which was 
appointed by God, prdmised 
to thd fathers, foretold by the 
prophets, expected by toe 
Jews themselves, and earnest- 
ly longed for by all who look- 
ed for redemption; the ful- 
ness of this time is when it 
was folly come. Gal. iv. 4. 
The ''foiness of G<od" is 
such a measure of perfection 
as God hath appointed to 
every one of the elect through 
Christ Eph. iii. 19. "That 
he might be filled wilh all the 
folhess of God," is sharing in 
the most ample manner in the 
unsearchable riches of Christ 

FURLONG, the eighth part 
of a mile—^orty rods, poles, 
or perches. Luke zxiv. 13. 
John xi. 18. 

FUBY, tempestuous rage. 
When it is ascribed to Grod, 
it means not that he is dis- 
composed, but that his dispen- 
sations will resemble what 
men would do in a fory if t)iey 
had power. How awifiil must 
be the condition of those on 
whom it is poured out ! 



G. 

GAB/BATHA, a word pf 
Chaldee' or Syriac origi^i, 
which means the pavement, a 
4arge court or apartq^^f, 
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nsed as Pilate's oomt-rooiD'. 
Jphn xix. 13. 

GABRIEL, the name of 
the archangel, nKntioned 
Luke i. 11, 26, who appeared 
at difierent times to Dfuiiel, 
Zacharias, &,c. Daa. x. xii. 
It is doubtful if there be more 
than one archang^el, as the 
word never occurs in the 
plural. Some learned men 
think that the term is applied 
to Chrisu 

GAD, (K) The son of Ja- 
cob, by Zilpah, Gen. xxx ; 
(2.) A tribe in Israel, derived 
from this patriarch, Num. 
xxvi. 15—18 J (3.) The name 
of the province or canton oc- 
cupied by the tribe of Gad, 
1 Sam. xiii. 7 ; (4.) A prophet 
who lived in the days of Da- 
vid, of whose reign he wrote 
a history, as did also Nathan 
the prophet} neither of which 
seem to have been inspired, 
or at least were not preserved 
for our use. 1 Chr. xxix. 29. 

GAD'ARA, the capital o^ 
Persea, in Coelo-Syria, stood 
about four miles eastward of 
the Sea of Tiberias. Gieat 
numbers of swihe were kept 
here, which was directly c«i- 
trary to the Mosaic law. 
When Christ, in healing two 
possessed persons, suffered 
the devils to enter their herd 
of swine, and drown them, in- 
stead of being humbled by 
their punishment, th^y be- 
sought the Saviour to leave 
their country. About forty 
years after, the city was biimt 
by the Romans* Matthew 



(chap. viii. 28,) eallt thb the 
country, of the Gergestm*, 
becanse Gergesa was the 
name of the country where 
Gadara stood, or was a eity 
near to Gadara^ and Christ 
healed the possessed men tm 
the^order between the two, or 
in a place common to both. 
Mark v. 1. It is now called 
KadwTj and sometimes Ooin* 
Kxaa. 

GALATIA, an extensive 
province of Asia Minor, north 
of Lycaonia. It was called 
Galatia, or Gaullo-Grsecia, 
from the Gaols, to whom Ni- 
come4es, king of Bilhynia, 
gave it as a reward for their 
having assisted him in his 
wars against his brother. Its 
chief city was Ancyra, now 
called Angora, About 176 
years before Christ, it was 
reduced to a Roman province. 
The gospel was planted here 
by Paul, who wrote an epis^ 
tie to. these chnrchefc AcCs 
xvi. Dejotarus, for whom 
Cicero interceded, in an orar 
tion still extant, was king of 
this country. About a*. o'. 
266, it was overrun by the 
GoUis ; and afterward became 
a province of Turkey. It is 
ikoyr called Natolia, 

GAL'BANUM, an odo- 
riferous gum, suppoeed by 
Linnaeus- to be obtamed by 
incision from the ftrtda gal* 
bardferaf which grows in A^ 
rabia, Syria, Africa, &e. H 
constituted an ■ ingredient in' 
the holy anointing oiK Ex. 
xn.34. 
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GALILEE, the northern 
part of Canaan, comprehend- 
iag Issachar, Zebolun, Naph- 
tali, and Asher. The upper 
part was called Galilee of the 
OentileSj from its containing 
inany Gentile inhabitants out 
of the neig^bo^ng nations ; as 
the Phoenicians, Syrians, &c. 
This' mixture Qf population 
corrupted the dialect ; hence 
Peter was detected by his 
speech. Mark xiv,. 70. Our 
Saviour and most of the dis- 
ciples were educated here; 
and here were most of the 
miracles wrought. On this 
account, Jesus. and his follow- 
ers were often called Gali- 
leans. Luke xxiii. 6. Acts 
ii. 7. 

Galilee^ Sea of. See 
Oennesareth. 

GALL, a general name for 
whatever is very bitter, nau- 
seous, or poisonous. Several 
different words, of the original 
Scriptures, are translated by 
this terra. In Job xvi.'lS, it 
means the animal secretion ^o 
called. In Matt, xxvii. 34, 
it seems synonymous with 
inyrrh. The word occurs me- 
taphorically, meaning gr^at 
troubles, Jer. viii. 14 ; ex- 
ceeding toickedness, Amos vi. 
IS } abominable depramty of 
heart, Acts viii. 33. 

GALLIO was brother to 
Seneca, the famous moralist, 
and adopted son -of Lucius 
Junius Gallio, aftjer whom he 
was named. Under Claudius, 
he became gpvemor of Acbaia. 
He acted as a judge very 



mildly and properly, when a 
rabble, under the iniSuenee of 
^osthenes, accused Paul; but 
he dreadfully erred in not in- 
quiring into the nature of 
Christianity, and accepting its 
salvation. Actsxviii. 17. Dur- 
ing the reign of the furious 
Nero, he was put to death. 

GAMA'LIEL, the distin- 
guished Pharisee under whom 
Paul studied law, grandson of 
Hillel, the famous teacher. 

GAM'MADIMS, inhabit- 
ants ofsGammade, or Gamale, 
which was probaibly a prov- 
ince of Phoenicia. Ezek. 
xxvii. 11. The term' so ren- 
dered is thought by some not 
to mean a nation, but simply 
the brave. 

GARMENT. It was the 
custom when great men of the 
East g^ve a feast, to make a 
present to each guest of a robe 
to wear on that occasion ; and 
sometimes the silver or gold 
cup), out of which they drank, 
was also added. This ex- 
plains! Matt. xxii. 11 — 13, 
which might otherwise seem 
severe. The ^an acted con- 
temptuously, and insultingly, 
and merited his doom ; as do 
all who reject the robe of 
Christ's righteousness. Prin- 
ces, especially great kings 
and priests, generally wore 
white garments; such were 
also worn on the occasions of 
great joy and gladness. E^cl. 
ix. 8. In mourning, men. gen* 
erally wore sackcloth or hair- 
cloth. Prophets, when their 
messages were terrible, and 
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the times dark, oft wore a 
moiiming dress of coarse stuff 
or skin. 2 Kings i. 7, 8. Matt, 
iii. 4. False prophets, in or- 
der to deceive the people, 
clothed themselves after the 
same manner. Zecb. xiii. 4. 
It was common to lay up 
stores of raiment, as the fash- 
ion of dress does not alter in 
the East. Hence the Saviour 
warns men of the folly of lay- 
ing up treasures which the 
moth may consume. Matt, 
vi. 19. Luke zii.: 33. Jam. 
V. 2. _ 

Wliat is'said in Matt. ix. 16, 
" No man putteth a piece of 
new cloth into an old gar- 
ment,'' &c. is explained by 
the parallel text, Luke v. 36, 
" No man putteth a piece of 
a new garment upon an old," 
that is, DO man cuts up a new 
coat to mend an old one. 
See Raiment. 

GATE, the entrance to a 
residence or fortified place. 
A large room was built over 
tlie gate on the wall of the 
icity, used as a council, cham- 
ber, and court of justice, or 
town hall. We have a re- 
markable example of the mode 
of procedure, in the fourth 
chapter of Ruth. It was here 
that Absalom made his sedi- 
tious speeches. 2 Sam. xv. 
jtfordecai sat at the king's 
gate, not as a poor mendicant, 
but as a judge ', and therefore 
Haman said, '^ All this avail- 
eth me nothing, so long as I 
see Mordecai ^e Jew sitting 
vat the king's gate." Esth. v. 



13. Peace and wnr were pro* 
claimed from the gate; and 
hence, << the gates of hell," is 
a proper expression for the 
power and influence of hell, 
which shall not prevail against 
the charch. Matt. xvi. 18. 

GATH, a city of Philistia, 
the capital of the people. call* 
ed GiUUes. It stood 14 
miles south of Joppa, and was 
one of the most ancient cities 
in the world. It still exists, 
though now a place of small 
consequence. Its present 
name is Jebna, 

Several other places appear 
to have gone under this name: 
one in Galilee, where Jonah 
was bom. Josh. xix. 13, 2 
Kings xiv. 25; one in the 
tribe of Dan; and another in 
Manasseh. Josh. xxi. 24. 

GAZA, (1.) A city of 
the Ephraimites, 1 Cbroa. vU. 
28, now called Raxzn, (2.) 
A city between Palestmd ana 
Egypt, and about two miles 
awl a half from the Mediterra- 
nean Sea. It was anciently 
a city of the Philistines, but 
included in tl^e tribe of Judah, 
who conquered it after the 
death of Joshua. Jud. i. 18. 
The Philistines retook it, and 
kept possession of it till the 
reign, of David. Samson car- 
ried the gates of it to the top 
of a high hill on the road to- 
wards Hebron : afterward he 
was imprisoned, and died 
here. Jud. xvi. During the 
reign of David, it was recon- 
quered by the Jews, and re- 
mained subject to them maay 
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y^ars. Daring the wars of 
Alexander, it was laid waste ', 
and a new town of the same 
name being laid out not far 
distant, it fell into decay, and 
became desolate, according 
to the prediction, Zeph. ii. 4. 
The old town is referred to 
in Acts viii. 26^ as " Gaza 
which is desert." 

GENEALOGY, a list of 
ancestors 3 an account or his- 
tory of the rise, progress and 
present state of any person 
or family, showing the regu- 
lar descent. The exactness 
of the Jews in this respect, 
was ordered, that it might be 
«;ertainly known, of what tribe 
and family the Messiah was 
born. After the birth of 
Christ, such circumspection 
was unnecessary ; and if per- 
sisted in, could only indicate 
an unchristian pride of an- 
cestry"; as will appear from 
the words of the apostle Paul, 
lTim.i.,4. Tit. iii. 9. The 
difference in the genealogies 
of Christ, as given by Mat- 
thew and Luke, arose from 
one giving the line of Joseph, 
the other of Mary. 

GENERATION signifies, 
in Scripture, (1.) Posterity, 
offspring. Gen. x. 1. (2.) 
Line of descent. The^' book 
of the generation of Jesus 
Christ," is a history of his 
lineage, life, and death. Matt, 
i. 1. (3.) The persons exist- 
ing at any particular period. 
Matt. i. 17. "This gjenera- 
lion shall not pass away till 
all these things be fulfilled," 



Matt. xxiv. 34, means either 
that the people living in th9 
time of Christ, should not be 
all dead, when Jerusalem, and 
the Jewish nation, would be 
ruined by the Romans; or, that 
the Jewish nation should not 
pass away till his second com- 
ing. We certainly see them 
subsisting at this day, a dis- 
tinct and separate generation. 
In Christ's time, the Jews 
were a faithless, perverse and 
untoward generation. Mark 
ix. 19. Acts ii. 40. The 
samts are " a chosen gene- 
ration," i.e. literally an elected 
race. 1 Pet. i. 2, and ii. 9. 

GENESIS, the name of 
the first book of the Holy 
Scriptures. This title is de- 
rived from a Greek word, 
which signifies generation, or 
beginning. The book con- 
tains an account of the be- 
ginning or creation of the 
world, and setties foreVer that 
question which heathen sages 
could never decide— Whence 
sprung this earth, and its in- 
habitants ? The disclosure of 
this grand truth, that the Au- 
thor of all things is one, glori- 
ous, supreme, and self-exist- 
ent Beiiig, establishes the 
grand principle and founda- 
tion of all religion aud moral- 
ity, and is the source of com- 
fort and hope to the human 
family. 

This book comprises a pe- 
riod of 2369 years; and beside 
the history of the creation, it 
contains an account of man's, 
original innocence; his fall) 
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tbo propagation of mancind ; 
the rise of religion ; the cor- 
ruption of the world 5 the de- 
luge 3 the repeoplingand divis- 
ion of the earth ; the history 
of the first patriarchs 3 and the 
settlement of Israel in Egypt. 
It was written by Moses 3 
probably during his exile in 
the land of Midian. 

GENNES'ARETH, a fine 
lak^, sixteen miles long^ and 
five or six broad. Its waters 
are exceedingly sweet and 
pure, and abound with £sh. 
The northern coast is ^aidto 
be covered with basaltes, la- 
va, and other volcanic pro- 
ductions. Its edges are not 
marshy, but form sandy beach- 
es, from which fine hills rise, 
covered once with the beauty 
of cultivation, but now silent 
and drear. It is very subject, 
from the character of the sur- 
rounding hills, to sudden gusts 
of wind 3 and when these come 
from the south, and oppose 
the current of the Jordan, its 
surface is very rough, as was 
the case when Christ walked 
on the water to his disciples. 
Matt. xiy. Si4r—%. It is the 
same as the Sea of Tiberias, 
John xxi. 1, and Sea of Gali- 
lee, Matt. iv. 18, and xiv. 34. 

GENTILE, a term applied 
by the Jews to all who were 
not of their religion 3 one ig- 
norant of the true God 3 a hea- 
then or pSLgan, sometimes 
called a Greek. Bom. i. 14. 
1 Cor. i. 22, &c. Paul is 
commonly called the apostle 
of the Gentites, 1 Tim. ii. 7, 



as be was principally sent 10 
preach Christ to them 3 where- 
as Peter and the other apos- 
tles preached generally to the 
Jews, and were therefore call* 
ed the apostles of the circam- 
cision. Gal. ii. 7. That the 
ancient aad .godly Jews de- 
sired the conversion of the 
Gentiles, appears from the 
prayer which Solomon ad- 
dresses to Grod after the dedi- 
cation of the temple. 1 Kings 
viii. 41--43. The Psalmisl 
says that the Lord shall give 
the Gentiles to the Messiah 
for an inheritance. Ps. ii. 8. 
And the Christian church is 
now composed almost wholly 
of Gentiles. 

Court of the Gekti^ss 
See T£MPL£. 

GENTLENESS, though 
little admired by the world, 
compared with enterprise, 
bravery, &c. is, in the sight of 
God, an important virtue. 
Jam. iii. 17. It stands oppos- 
ed to harshness, bluntuess, ar 
romance, oppression, and bit 
temess. When applied to 
God, gentleness^ means his 
gracious condescension and 
favor. Ps. xviii. 35. 

GE'RAH, the least of Jew- 
ish money, being the twentieth 
part of a Shekel. Ex.xxx \3. 

GER'IZIM, a fine moun- 
tain in the tribeship of £- 
phraim, on which the Samari- 
tan temple was built, because 
the Jews would not allow the 
Samaritans to help them to 
build their temple. 2 Kings 
xvii. Ezra iv. It was begun 
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B. c. 406 years. About the 
time it was finished, two re- 
markable events occur in 
profane history — ^Xeitophon 
brought home the Greeks that 
followed Cyrus ; and Socra- 
tes was put to death by the 
Athenians. This temple was 
destroyed by Hyrcanus^ a 
Jewish prince, 1^ years be- 
fore Christ. The Samaritans 
have continued to esteem the 
spot sacred, even to this day, 
often going there to worship 
God. John iv. 20. It is about 
one thousand feet high. 

GERSHONITES, a branch 
of the priestly race, descended 
from Gershortj the eldest son 
of Levi. It was their busi- 
ness to carry the vails and 
curtains of the tabernacle. 
Numb. iii. 21 — ^25, and iv. 
S4r-28. On settling in Ca- 
naan, thirteen cities were as- 
signed them. Joshl xzi. 16— 
38. 

GETHSEM'ANE, a retir- 
ed garden at the foot of the 
Mount of Olives. Luke xxii. 
40. The remains of its stone 
wall are yet seen, and eight 
ancient olive trees. Matt. 
xxvi. 

GIANT, a man of extraor- 
dinary stature or might. That 
there were races of men in 
ancient times who far exceed- 
ed thfe present size of man, 
seems at least highly proba- 
ble. Gen. vi. 4. Numb. xiii. 
S3. In the days of David, 
there was a family of ^ants, 
of whom GoI;ath was one. 2 
Bam. xzi. After this, we read 



no more of giants in Casaan. 
Not only in Scripture, but 
in the writings of Homer, 
Herodotus, Pliny, Plutarch, 
Virgil, &c. we read of giants 
in stature. 

GIBEAH, a city of Benja- 
min, situated on a fine, hill 
four miles north of Jerusalem, 
Josh. XV. 67. It was for a 
while the royal residence of 
Saul. 

GIBBON, a city five miles 
north of Jerusalem, the in- 
habitants of which deceived 
Joshua by sending a deputa- 
tion to him to make a treaty 
of peace, whose dress, &c. in- 
dicated that they had come 
from a very great distance, 
and consequently did not be- 
long to any of the nations 
which God had commanded 
them to destroy, and whose 
country they were to occupy. 
The covenant was kept by the 
Hebrews, though thus falsely 
obtained ; and instead of 
being destroyed, they were 
made, to serve as '/ hewers of 
wood and drawers of water." 
Josh. ix. and x. 

GFER-EA'GLE, an Egyp- 
tian species of vulture,remark- 
able for affection to its young. 
It may be found described 
in Bruce under the name 

GIFT, that which is given 
without pay. It is applied in 
an eminent manner to Jesus 
Christ, God's '* unspeakable 
gift." Our Lord says to the 
woman of Samaria, " If thou 
knewest the gift of God, vis. 
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fiim that saith to tbee, Give 
me to drink," &c. John iv. 
10. When Ciirist ascended 
up on high, he received gifts 
for the rebelHous. Ps. Ixviii. 
18. Of these he poured down 
on the day of Pentecost, and 
gave some apostles, prophets, 
&c. Faith is the gift of God, 
Eph ii. 8 5 and as the wages 
of sin is death, so the ** gift 
of God is eternal life." Rom. 
vi. 23. Every good and per- 
fect gift comes from God. 
Jam. i. 17. " The gifts and 
calling of God are without re- 
pentance 3" that is, what he 
hath given, according to his 
divine and eternal purpose, 
ca^mot be reversed. 

GIL'BOA, aridge of moun- 
tains in the north of Palestine. 
Some of the peaks rise 1000 
feet above the level of the 
soa. 1 Sam. xxviii. 4. 

GILEAD, a mountainous 
district extending from Leba- 
non to Moab, eastward of thb 
river Jordan, famous for balm, 
Jer. viii. 22, and for pasture. 
Songs iv. 1, The northern 
part of this range was called 
Bashan. 

GILGAL. (1.) A city near 
Jericho, where was an altar. 1 
Sam. xi. 16. Idols were wor- 
shipped here in after times. 
Hos. iv. 15. (2.) A city near 
Antipatris, Josh. rii. 23. There 
remained a village on this 
spot, called GalgulU, for sev- 
eqal hundred years after 
Christ. 

GIRDLE, any thing bound 
round the waists It is still 



necessary in the East, be« 
cause of the long, loose rai- 
ment worn by both sexefl^ 
Girdles were sometimes ex* 
cessively costly. All classes 
strove to obtain those of value. 
Girdles of leather were wora 
in token of humility, as by 
Elijah, 2 Kings i. 8 ; and John 
the Baptist, Matt. iii. 4. Gir- 
dles of sackcloth were marks 
of homiliation, worn in times 
of mourning. Isa. iii. 24. To 
have the loins girded, Luke 
xii. 3d, is to be always pre- 
pared for any service thai 
God may require, and be likor 
servants who are ready to 
obey their masters' commands. 

GIT'TITH. See Psalm. 

GLASS is not mentioned 
in the Old Testament, not 
being known in those times. 
According to Pliny and Taci- 
tus, the Phoenicians were the 
inventors of glass 3 but De Pan 
regards their narrative as fab' 
ulous. It was probably not 
made in Rome previous to 
the reign of Tiberius. Speci- 
mens of glass have been dis" 
covered among the ruins of 
Herculaneum, (destroyed in 
the first century of the Chris- 
tian era,) but they might have 
been imported from the East. 
Mirrors were, in early times, 
made of plates of metal high- 
ly polished. Ex. xxxviii. 8, 
The Ethiopians anciently pre-^ 
served their dead bodies m 
large glasses. The invention 
of burning-glasses is com- 
monly ascribed to ArchiviedeSf 
of Sicily, who lived b. c. 2QQv 
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Window glass was not made 
in England till a. D. 674. The 
word of God is compared to 
a glass, because it represents 
to us our real character, as a 
fflass does the face. James 
I. 23, 25. This is one great 
internal evidence of the truth 
of revelation. 

GLEAN, to colleftt scatter- 
ed stalks of grain, bunches of 
grapes, &c. The Jews were 
forbidden to glean their own 
fields, or fruit-trees, but were 
required to leave the remnant 
for the poor. Lev. xix. 10. 
Deut. xxiv. 2L 

GLEDE, a ravenous bird, 
thought by Bochart to be, the 
black vulture. Deut. xiv. 13. 
Isa. xxxiv. 15. 

GLORIFY, to pay divine 
honor 3 to make glorious ; to 
exalt to dignity. God glori- 
fies his people by adorning 
them with gifts and graces 
in this world, and by bring- 
ing them to the full pos- 
session of glory and blessed- 
ness in heaven. We are said 
to glorify God, when we as- 
cribe to him the glory of every 
excellency, whether of nature 
or of grace, Rev. iv. 11 ; when 
we believe God's promises, 
and waiit for the performance, 
Rom/ iv. 20 3 when we pub- 
licly acknowledge true reli- 
|jion, or any truth of God, that 
is generally opposed, Luke 
zziii. 47 3 when we suffer for 
God, 1 Pet. iv. 1€ 5 when we 
give thanks for benefits or 
deliverances, Luke xvii. 18 3 
when, as on the Ss^bath, we 



deyote ourselves only to tlM 
service of God, Isa; Iviii. t3| 
and when we love, praise, aid- 
mire, and esteem Christ above' 
all. 

God the Father is glorifited 
in Christ the Mediator, by his 
obedience unto death, where- 
by the work of man's redemp- 
tion was consummated, and 
the justice, wisdom, mercy 
and holitiess of God made' 
manifest. 

God glorified Christ, By 
manifestly owning him to be 
his Son 3 by sustaining his hu- 
man nature in his temptations 
and sufferings 3 and by ena- 
bling him to triumph over his 
people's enemies in his resur- 
rection, ascension, and exalta- 
tion to his Father's right hand. 
John xvii. 1. 

GLORY. (1.) The on- 
speakable blessedness of the 
saints in heaven. Cohiii.4. 
(2.) Worldly splendor and 
greatness. " The heavens de- 
clare the glory of God 3" that 
is,manifest his infinite wisdom, 
power, and ' goodness, and 
ought to excite our gratitude, 
love, adoration, and praise. 
The miracl^es which our Sa- 
viour wrought manifested his 
glorj-, or his divine power. 
John iii. II. 

GNAT, a small winged in- 
sect, very common in warm 
countries. This and other in- 
sects being apt to get into 
wine, &;c. it is customary to 
pass liquors through a strainer. 
The word c:^ in Matt. ^ii. 24, 
should be out, "Ye strain 
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ovtagnat.^' The Greek word 
iivXi^offves 'does not mean to 
make an effort to swallow, but 
totter. It should be remem- 
bered that by the Jewish law, 
both gnajts and camels were 
unclean. 

GOAD, a rod with an iron 
point, used formerly in driving 
cattle. ''The words of the 
wise are as goads/' because 
they stimulate men to dili- 
gence in good things. See 
Pbicks. 



GOAT, a weU-known an- 
imal, of which there are 9ev- 
eral varieties. The kind most 
common in Palestine* is not 
very unlike those of the Unit- 
ed States, but has longer 
hair, which is manufactured 
into cloth. There is a spe- 
cies called Rock Goatf men- 
tioned in several passages of 
Scripture, and which, being 
of a singular form, is repre^ 
seated in the annexed engrav* 
ing. It is the same which 



Pliny and Gesner ciadled the 
Ibex; and Buffon, &c. describe 
as the Bouquetin. Among the 
Germans, its familiar name 
is Stein-bock J or buck of the 
rock. It is common in all 
the mountains of Europe and 



Northern Asia. Its size is 
less than the common wild ' 
goat. The horns are of ex- 
traordinary size, bending back 
over the animal's body, some- 
times to the length of three 
feet. Like other goats, it ig 
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;p«cu)iarly adapted for climb- 
ingf and delights in the most 
nig^ged mountains, staying at 
great elevation. Job xxxix. 
1. Ps. civ. 8. 1 Sam. xxiv. 2. 

The goat was worshipped 
by the Egyptians, Greeks and 
Romans, who represented the 
god Pan, their satyrs and 
other idols, in the form of 
goats. The word seir'im, 
rendered " devils," Lev. xvii. 
21, is literally hairy one*, or 
goats. The same word is 
translated satyrs , Isa. xiii. 21. 
We read in Maimonides, that 
the Zabian idolater^ worship- 
ped daemons, under the form 
of goats, imagining them to 
appear in that form ; whence 
they called them seirim. 

The tresses of the spouse. 
Cant. iv. 1, and vi. 4, are com- 
pared to goat's hair, which 
obviously refers to the deli- 
cate, silken hair, of the East- 
ern goats. From such goat's 
hair ar6 made the Angola 
shawls. 

The g^at was eminently 
useful to the Hebrews, on ac- 
count of the delicacy of its 
flesh, the excellence of its 
fleece, the richness and abun- 
dance of its milk, the cheap- 
ness of its food, the value of 
its skin for bottles, &c. Flocks 
of goats, therefore, formed an 
important part of the wealth 
of all great men. 

GOD, the Supreme, Al- 
mighty, and Eternal One, of 
whom are all things. How- 
ever ignorant mankind may 
have been of the true char- 



acter of Grod, all men, io all 
ages, have, in one degree or 
another, acknowledged his 
existence. 

The names applied to the 
Godhead in Scripture are va- 
rious, and have each their 
respective significations, ap- 
plicable to the characters in 
which God has been pleased 
to reveal hin^lf. The words 
Jehovah Elohim occur more 
than once in Genesis as the 
name of the Godhead. '' And 
the Lord God (Jehovah Elo- 
him) said. Behold, the man is 
become like one of us." Gen, 
iii. 22. One of us unavoida- 
bly implies a plurality of per- 
sons. We may, in a general 
Hfay, infer the power, good- 
ness, and some other attributes 
of God, from the works of na- 
ture 3 but from the Scriptures 
only can we obtain any just 
ideas of his character and at- 
tributes. The Hebrews en- 
deavor to avoid the use of 
the word God, substituting for 
it Lordf Most Highf &lc, 

GODHEAD means the na- 
ture or essence of God. Col. 
ii. 9. Rom. i. 20. Acts xvii. 
29. 

GODLINESS, the whole 
revelation of God. Thus 
Paul says, " Great is the mys- 
tery of godliness." 1 Tim. iii. 
16. It sometimes means the 
imitation of God, by a holy 
life. 1 Tim. ii. 2. 2 Pet. iii. 
11. 

GODLY, that which pro- 
ceeds from or resembles God 5 
thus godly sorrow is the sor- 
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BOW which God only can pro« 
duce,andworketh repentance. 
2 Cor. vii. 10. Godly fectr is 
that fear of God which is the 
beginning of wisdom, Heb. 
iii. 28 3 and a godly man is 
he who loves God from a 
grateful sense of much for- 
giveness. Ps. zii. 1. 

GOG and Maooo are terms 
usually joined together in 
Scripture, on which critics 
have expended much unsatis- 
factory labor. The probabil- 
ity seems to be that the north- 
em barbarians are meant, or 
soine of the tribes compre- 
hended under the general term 
ScTTHiANS, whose irruptions 
icto civilized Europe and A- 
sia were so dreadful. Ez. 
zzxviii. and zxxix. Rev. xx. 8. 

GOLD, the most precious 
metal i seldom found in a 
state of ore, but i^. a native 
state} though even native goI4 
has almost always some mix- 
ture of other metals. Native 
gold is found in pure masses, 
from the smallest grains 4ip to 
the magnitude of 12 or 15 
ounces,and occasionally much 
larger. A mass found in South 
America,wei^hing 1,32 ounces, 
is deposited m the royal cab- 
inet at Madrid. It is found 
mingled with the sand of many 
rivers, especially in Africa, 
South America and India. 
Arabia had formerly its gold 
mines. " The gold of Sheba," 
Ps. Ixxii. 15, is in the Septua- 
gint and Arabic versions, the 
gold ofAraMa. North Caro- 
liva, in the United States, is 
9* 



becomung famotts for its gold 
mines. Gold is often found 
bcd<led in stones of various 
kinds, and even in the earth 
at the depth of one hundred 
and fifty fathoms. It is the 
most ductile of all metals 3 an 
ounce of it, not larger than a 
common bullet, having been 
drawn into a wire two hundred 
and forty miles long \ It is 
incapable of oxidization in a 
common fire; but the heat 
produced by a galvanic dis- 
charge can be made sufficient 
to convert the whole of the 
metal into a purple oxide. If 
exposed to the focus of a 
strong burning-glass, it flies 
off in small particles. |t re- 
quires less heat to n|e}tgold 
than iron. 

GOUGOTHA. See Cal- 
vary. 

GOLI' ATH, a famo^s giant 
of Gath, whose height was 
eleven feet four inches. His 
brazen helmet weighed about 
15 pounds avoirdupois; his 
target, or collar affixed be- 
tween his shoulders to defend 
his neck, about 30 3 his spear 
was 26 feet long, and its bead 
weighed 38 pounds 3 his sword 
4 3 his greaves on his legs 30 3 
and his coat of mail 156 3 and 
so the whole arpior, 273 pounds 
weight. 

GOTHER, the wood of 
which the ark ly^s built 3 which 
kind it was, is not agreed. 
As it is scarcely probable that 
a structure so large was 
made wholly of any one spe- 
cies of wood, it is possible th^ 
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word may m^an Hghtf or du- 
r&Me wood. ' Vast quantifies 
tjif cypress grew in the district 
where the ark was built. It 
occurs only in Gen. vi. t4. 

GOSHEN. There are two 
districts so called in Scrip- 
, ture, which it is very impor- 
tant should not be confounded. 
(1.) That portion of Egypt 
allotted to the Hebrews, and 
jHentioned so often in the 
books of Genesis and Exodus. 
(2.) A district of the Holy 
Land, included in the lot of 
Judah, and mentioned Josh. 
X. 41, and xi. 16, &c. 

GOSPEL, good news; a 
revelation of the grace of God 
to fallen man, through a Me- 
diator ; and a means, which, 
by the Spirit, saves men from 
perdition. The term is found 
in ancient Greek writers. Plu- 
tarch, in his life of Pompey, 
says, "The messenger arrived 
at Pontus, bringing the gos- 
pel," u e. the joyful intelli- 
gence. The word is also 
used to mean the narirative of 
ou|r Saviour's life, death, and 
resurrection; and sometimieis 
for the doctrines contained in 
that narrative. 

The . books of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John ire com- 
monly called Oospels. They 
:ihow, as has been said, the 
way of salvation. In some 
parts of the New Testament, 
there are brief summaries of 
the gospel doctrine— as John 
iii. 14, 16, 16. They ex- 
hibit a morality incomparably 
superior to that of all other 



books ; m forbidding not only 
acts of sin, but the first risingi ' 
of evil xlesires in the heart 5 
by inculcating the mild, pas- 
sive and lovely virtues, in- 
stead of that high-spirited and 
proud temper, which the 
world admires ; by requiring 
the foigiveness of enemies, 
and the lov^ of them that hate 
us 5 by excluding from onr 
: alms, devotions, and 6ther 
virtues, all love of fame 5 by 
laying down two great princi- 
ples of morality, love to God 
and love to men 3 and by de- 
ducing thence every other 
duty ; by exhibiting a perfect 
exemplification of all these 
excellencies in Christ; and 
by adding those awful sanc- 
tions which relate to an eter- 
nal world. 

The number of mankind 
living in nations enlightened 
by the gospel, is probably 

THREE HUMORED MILLIONS, 

only. Of these, one half are 
Roman Catholics, and thirty 
millions are Greeks, whose 
churches are scarcely less 
corrupt than the Roman Ca- 
tholic. See Scripture. 

GOURD. What plant it 
was, s6 called, that sheltered 
Jonah, cannot now be ascer- 
tained. The statement of the 
various opinions of critics 
would not be useful. It suf- 
fices us to know it was a 
shady plant. 

The WiLt> Gourd, 2 Kings 
iv. 39, Celcius supposes to 
be the colocynth, a species of 
cucumber, growing wild,ex- 
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^'slvely bitter and a most 
vfaleut purgative. 
• GRACE. (1.) Free and un- 
cleserved favor. Divine grace 
fs \hefrte and tmde8ervea\o\e 
of God, which is the spring and 
source of all the benefits we 
receive from him, especially 
redemption through Jesus 
Christ. Rom.xi.6. (2.) Grace 
is taken for a lively sense of 
this favor, or the love and 
fear of God dwelling in the 
heart, 2 Cor. i. 12 5 and (3.) for 
the doctrine of the gospel, 
which proceeds from the grace 
of God. 2Cor. vi. 1. 

GRAPE. This delicious 
fruit obtained great perfection 
in Palestine. It is too well 
known to need description. 
The proverb, " The fathers 
have eaten sour grapes, and 
the children's teeth are set on 
edge," was a wicked com- 
plaint, prevalent among the 
Jews in the time of Jeremiah, 
that they suffered without 
being guilty. Jer. xxxi. 29 5 
Ezek. xviii. 2. 

Wild Grapes were either 
a vile species of the fruit call- 
ed in Latin labrutcet ; or, as 
Hasselquist believes, the nigJu 
shade, called by the Arabs 
tool/* s grapes f " which grows 
much in vineyards, is very 
pernicious to them, and is a 
vine." The prophet could 
not havfe found a plant more 
opposite to the "true vine" 
than this.' 

GRASS. This word in 
our translation generally 
means herbage, or all shrubs 



not mcluded under the tem 
tree. It is particularly to be 
so understood in Gen. i. 11 ; 
Matt. vi. 30 5 Isa. xxxv. 7$ 
Rev. vili. 7, &c. 

GRASSHOPPER, a well- 
known species of locust, very 
destructive to vegetation. 
Amos vii. 1. The law allow- 
ed them to be eaten. Ley. 
xi. 22. When it is said the 
grasshopper shall prove a 
burden, Eccl. xii. {>, it meant 
that so feeble and languid it 
extreme old age, that the 
smallest annoyance or bur- 
den is distressing. 

GREAVES, that part of a 
coat of mail which defended 
the feet. 1 Sam. xvii. 16. 

GREECE, in Hebrew Ja- 
van, Isa. Ixvi. 19 ; a country 
in the south-east of Europe. 
Largely taken, it contained 
the Peloponnesus, or Morea, 
Achaia, Tbessaly, Macedo- 
nia and Epirus ; but more 
strictly, it contained only 
the three former. It is about 
400 miJes from south to 
north, and 356 from east to 
west. Its present divisions 
are, Macedonia, Albania, Li- 
vadia, the Morea, the Archi- 
pelago, and Candia. It was 
probably peopled soon aAer 
the flood. Few countries are 
more favored by nature, at 
to its soil, climate and pro- 
ductions. Many of the most 
famous statesmen, orators 
and generals of antiquity had 
their birth here. Thi; arts 
and sciences in Greece at- 
tained a great eminenee. 
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as did also poetry and elo- 
qaence. 

GREET. See Salute. 

GRIND, to bruise, or break 
small, as meal is bruised in a 
loill. Anciently they had 
only hand-mills for grinding 
their meal. The stones were 
about the size of a common 

Srindstone. Women and 
fives, such as Samson was 
at Gaza, and the Hebrews at 



Babylon, were usaaUy tbs 
grinders. Jud. xvi. 21 ; Lam. 
V. 13. They sat on each side 
of the mill, one turning the 
handle half way round, and 
the other then taking hold and 
finishing the revolutioii. jtfatt. 
xxiv. 41. A clear apprehen- 
sion of the form of the mill 
and method of operating it 
may be obtained from the 
picture. It does not appear 



tb^t there were any public 
mills or bakers, except for the 
king. Each family had a mill 
for itself, which, being so ne- 
cessary, could not lawfully be 
taken in pledge or for a debt. 
Dcut. XXIV. 6. As it was cus- 
tomary to i^ind every even- 
ing, the desolation of a city 
is called "taking away the 
•ound of the mill stones.'^ Jer. 
zxv. 10. Christ's falling on 



men, and '' grinding them to 
powder," denotes their utter 
destruction for their contempt 
and rejection of him. 

GRIZZLED, colored with 
various shades ; brindled. 
When applied to horses, it 
perhaps means horses spotted, 
like dogs, with large patches 
of various colors Zech. vi. 8. 

GUEST, one bibben to p%|r* 
take of our hospitality: For- 



,y Google 



HAG 



105 



HAP 



nierly it was common ij give 
raiment as 'Wcll as a repast. 
The loose, flowing robes, fitted 
any person, and were hung in 
the entry for guests to put on as 
they entered the hall of ban- 
queting. The man who liad 
not ou a wedding garment was 
therefore wholly to blame, and 
offered a great insult by vio- 
lating the rules of decorum., 

GUTTER, a trough, &c. 
The gutter through which Je- 
rusalem might be entered, 
was probably a common^ sew- 
er, or culvert, 2 Sam. v. 8. 



H. 

HAB'AKKUK prophesied 
daring the reigns of Manas- 
seh and Josiah, and was co- 
temporary with Jeremiah. 
Usher supposes that his life 
extended to the reign of Je- 
hoiakin. He /predicts the 
chastisement of the Jews by 
the ChaldcaiiS, and the su'jse- 
qu^nt overthrow of the Chal- 
deans themselves; and en- 
courages the pious to rely 
upon God for making good 
Ills promises to their posterity. 

HABER^'GEON, a breast- 
plate worn by soldiers in for- 
mer times. Ex. xxviii. 32. 
The name seems to be given 
• to a sort of lance, or harpoon. 
Neh. iv. 16 ; Job xH. 26. 

HAGGAI, the first of the 
three prophets who flourished 
after the Jewish captivity, 



was bom in Chaldea, jand be* 
gan his public work of pro- 
phesying about seventeen 
years afler the return from 
Babjlon.' He, together with 
Zechariah, excited and en- 
couraged the Jews to finish 
the temple, assuring them 
that Messiah should appear in 
the flesh, teach in the courts 
of the new temple, and ren- 
der it more glorious than the 
first. Ezra v. i. ^j Haggai 
i. and ii. 

HAIL, an obsolete saluta- 
tion, importing a cordial wish 
for the welfare of the persons 
addressed. 

HALE or Haul, to drag 
violently Luke xii. 58. 

HALLELU'JAH, a He- 
brew word signifying Praise 
the Lord, frequently met wi^ 
in the Psalms and Revela- 
tion of John. 

HALLOW, to reverence 
as holy. . Matt. vi. 10. 

HALT, to limp, to falter. 
To halt between two opinions 
is to stagger in mind, or vi- 
brate between contrary im- 
pressions. 1 Kings xviii. 2L 

HAM, (literally black,) the 
sen of Noah, had four sons, 
viz. Cush, Mizraim, Phut, and 
Canaan. His posterity {>eo- 
pled Africa, and part of the 
west of Asia. They have 
been generally wicked and 
miserable, and few of them 
have hitherto enjoyed the 
light of the gospel. From hin^ 
the land of Egypt was called 
Cheniia, or the land of Ham 

HAPLY, possibly, per- 
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haps, peradventure. Mai-k 
». 13 ; Acts V. 39. 

HARAN, (1.) The eldest 
brother of Abraham, whose 
daug^htej", Sarah, became A- 
braham's wife. (2.) A town, 
probably called after this per- 
son, standing on a small river 
of the same name,which flowed 
into the Euphrates, through 
the north-western part of Mes- 
opotan^ia. Near this town 
occurjred the celebrated de- 
feat, by the Parthians, of the 
Roman army under Crassus, 
who was slain, with 20,000 of 
his men, b. c. 53. The place 
still retains its ancient name, 
and is peopled by a few 
Arabs. 

HARNESS, properly the 
fUTnittire of a horiie^ Jer. xlvi. 
4) but it means more fre- 
quently a coat of mail, or set 
of defensive armor. 1 Kings 
xxii. 34. The children of Is- 
rael went up out of Israel 
hamessedf that is, equipped 
for battle. 

HARP, an instrument com- 
posed of a hollow base, with 
twp )[>rptnchefl, to which were 
fastened three, six, or nine 
stHngs. That kind ipvented 
by Jubal, the descendant of 
Cain, and used by the an- 
cients, is now disused. From 
Isaiah's saying that l^is bow- 
els squuded in mourning as 
a harp, and from other evi- 
dences, it would seem that its 
soufid was grave and pl^n- 
tive. It was capable, how- 
ever, of producing the most 
mijestic sounds, suited to the 



high praises of God. 2 Sam. 
vi. 5. From the fact that Da- 
vid danced while he played 
the harp before the ark, that 
which he then used must have 
been light, like a lyre, or gui- 
tar. During the captivity in 
Babylon, the Levitipal sing- 
ers hung their hiarps, as use- 
less, on the willpw trees on the 
banks of the Euphrates and 
other rivers in Chaldea. Ps. 
cxxxvii. 2. The Greeks and 
Romans derived the harp from 
the Eastern, barbarians. The 
modern harp is one of the 
noblest of instruments, and is 
vastly superior in power and 
compass to those in ancient 
use. 

HART, a stag, or male 
deer. Ps. xlii. 1 5 Isa. xxxv. 
6. See Hind. 

HARVEST, the time of 
gathering the fruits of the 
earth. In Canaan it began in 
March, and was finished about 
the middle of May. Any time 
of gainful labor is called har- 
vest; hence, a "sleeper in 
harvest causeth shame*' to 
himself and friends. Prov. x. 
5. A people ripened by sin 
for destruction, are likened to 
9. harvest ready for the sicUe 
of God's vengeance. Isa. 
xviii. 6 5 Joel iii. 13 j R«v. 
xiv. Id. A remarkable time 
of success of the gospel is 
called harvest. Matt. ix. 37, 
38 ; John iv. 36. The day of 
judgment is likened to a har* 
vest 3 then all things shall be 
ripe for a dissolution Matt, 
jtiii. 
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HAWK, a general name 
f<Mr several rapacious birds, of 
the falcon family. Deut. xiy. 
6. It Iras consecrated by 
the Greeks, to Apollo. It is 
migratory. Job zxxiz. 26. 

HAY. There is no hay^ 
made in the East ; so that this 
word, in both places where it 
octfurs, viz. Prov. xxvii. 25, 
Isa. XV. 16, is improper, and 
means the Jirst springing 
shfHJts of grass. 

HEAR, to receive sounds 
by the ear. To hear the word 
of God, means (1.) a mere 
listening without laying to 
heart, Matt. xiii. 19) (2.) to 
yield a willing assent, with a 
firm purpose to believe and 
obey it. John viii. 47r God 
ts said to hear prayer when 
he grants our requests. 

HEART, the seat of the 
affe<?tions and passions. God 
only knows it: Jer. xvii. 10. 
The Lord Jesus Christ, who 
demonstrated his Godhead on 
many occasions, by searching 
the heart, declares ' that from 
the heart of man proceeds 
every evil. Matt. xv. 18. As 
the great evil which corrupts 
and defiles the heart is uhbe- 
lief, so the only purifier of 
the heart mentioned in the 
Scripture is faith. ^ Acts xv. 
9. " With the heart man be- 
jieveth unto righteousness;^' 
that is, sincere and saving 
faith engages the affections. 
Rom. x. 10. This is called 
the ** righteousness of faith." 
Rom. iv. 13. 

HEATH, a lowly shrub. 



growing in desert places; 
whence such barren spots ar« 
called in Enffland heaths, 
whether that plant be found 
on them or not. It bears no 
fruit, is worthless as fodder, 
and is reckoned by i*lioy 
among the ** unhappy plants.'* 
Men who trust in man, And 
not in God, are ''like the 
heath in the desert," which 
vainly strikes its roots into a 
•oil not capable of giving it 
vigor. Jer. xvii. 6. I'o this 
lonely, unpleasant plant, per- 
sons are compared who flv 
their country or homes, and 
endure hardships in secluded 
place's. Jer. xlviii. 6. 

HEATHEN, a term w^ich, 
like the word GeniUe, wai 
applied by the Jews to all 
who were riot Hebrews. It 
is now confined to those who 
worship false gods, and iii- 
cludes all thqse who Are 
not Jews, Mahommedans, or 
Christian^. More than two 
thirds of the hnman race be- 
long to this class ! The coun- 
tries which are yet pagan are 
all that part of Africa which 
lies between the tropic of 
Cancer and (he Cape of (jrood 
Hope, the aborigines of 
North and South Amervia, 
China, Burmah, Hindostanf 
Tartary) Japan, and many 
islands in the Indian and. 
other oceans. "They are 
called Pagans, from the 
Greek word nayij (paga), a 
fountain; or rural place j or 
from the Latin word pagamu, 
a countryman, or rustic, be- 
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cause Chrigtianity was first 
taught and planted in cities, 
while the ignorant cpuntry 
people adhered longer to their 
old superstitions. It is a 
strong argument in favor of 
Christianity, that it seeks not 
concealraei^t, to work on ig- 
norance, but comes forth to 
the day, and challenges learn- 
ing and power. Its early 
conquests were in the chief 
cities of the eairth, where edu- 
cation was most enjoyed 3 
and in all ages, learning and 
science have been its band' 
maids. See Gentile. 

HEAVEN. The Jews 
spoke ofUiree heavens; — (1.) 
the atmosphere," or lower re- 
gion of the air, in which birds 
and vapors fly. Job xxxv. 
11; Matt. xvi. 1. (2.) The 
expanse above, in which the 
stars arc disposed, and which 
they seem to have thought 
was a solid concave. Matt. 
xxiv. 29. (3.) The habitation 
of God, where his power and 
glory are more immediately 
and fully manifested, and 
where good angels and pure 
departed souls pay their con- 
tinual adoration ; the resi- 
dence or abode of the blessed ; 
the sacred mansion of light, 
and joy, and glory, where the 
body will be revived to a 
glorious life, and the soul live 
in constant communipn with 
God in Christ. 2 Cor. xii. 2. 
The " kingdom of heaven" 
often means, in the New Tes- 
tament, the reign of Christ on 
earthier gospel dispensation. 



HEAVE-OFFERING was 
the name given to portions of 
anin>als, grain, meal, fruiUi. 
&.C. brought by the people for 
the use of the priests and Le- 
vites, and which were firgt 
heaved or waved before God 
as an offering, and acknowl? 
edgment to him. Num. xv. 20. 

HEBREWS. Some learn- 
ed men suppose this name to 
be derived from Heber, an 
ancestor of Abraham. It is 
more probable that they re- 
ceived it from their coming 
from beyond the river, as the 
word means to pass i/ver. The 
Hebrew nation began in A- 
braham. In Isaac and Ja- 
cob it continued small ; but 
when the children of the lat' 
ter settled in Egypt, they 
grew to a great multitode. 
Being brought forth undei 
Moses, (then numbering abooil 
three millions,) they wandered 
40 years in the desert, and 
were settled in Canaan undet 
Joshua. They were goverox 
ed,in the name of Jehovah, 
by judges, till the time of 
Saul. This is what Josepbijs 
calls a Theocracy. It became 
a great kingdom under David,, 
and still more so under Solo- 
mon, but under Rehoboam 
was split into the kingdoms of 
Jvdah and Israel. At lengthy 
for their sins, they were scat- 
tered an4 ceurried captive. 
Under Zerubbabel some colo- 
nies returned, rebuilt the tem- 
ple, commonly called the sec- 
ond temple, and set up a 
kifligdom, which tainted 14^ 
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yean, tinder the auspices bf 
Persia. They then fell to 
Alexander, then to Egypt, 
then to Syria, then became 
independent under the Mac- 
cabees, and then submitted to 
the Romans. They, however, 
continued a separate nation 
until A. D. 72, when, under 
Titus^the cit^ was destroyed^ 
and they were finally scattered* 
They have been severely per- 
secuted in every subsequent 
age of the world, and in every 
nation whither they went. 
During the prevalence of the 
crusades,^ thousands were 
murdered by the Christian 
armies on their march to 
rescue Canaan from'the Turks, 
and thousands of them de- 
stroyed their own children lest 
Ihey should fall into the cru- 
saders' hands. In almost 
every century, false Messiahs 
have appeared, whose sedi- 
tious operations have caused 
tiie death of vast numbers. 
Even a brief account of their 
sufferings and degradations 
would fill volumes. In Spain 
and Portugal, where their 
treatment has been exceed- 
ingly severe, a great number 
of papists, even monks and 
bishops, are Jews in disguise, 
and secretly train their children 
in the Hebrew faith. Jews are 
still found in most parts of the 
earth, though every where de- 
graded and oppressed either 
by custom or law. Their 
number itow amounts to 3 or 
4 millions. About 1 mil- 
jon are in the Turkish em- 
10 



pire, which now embraces thi 
Holy Land. In Europe the? 
are numerous, especially in 
Poland, where there art 
flOO,000 5 viz. Gallicia, 9O,00d5 
Prussian Poland, chiefly in 
Warsaw, Thorn, Paren and 
Lissa, 110,000; Russian Po- 
land, chiefly in Wilna, Kauen, 
Grodno, Pinck and Mohilow, 
where they have a university, 
300,000; 

As to the rest of Europe, 
there are in Hungary, chiefly 
at Bresburgh, Newratz and 
Miskolz, 76,000 ; in Germany, 
chiefly at Frankfort on tM 
Maine, Prague,Furth and Ber 
lin, <200>000 ; in Holland, 
20,000; in England, U,000i 
in France, 60,000. 

They are also numerous 
in the Barbary Slates and the 
Levant. In the United States 
there are not more than* 3000. 
Most Jews are traders and 
brokers ; few, if any, choose 
to cultivate the soih l^he an- 
cient distinction of tribei 
seems wholly lost, but thejr 
are now divided into, jsecti. 
Of these, the principal, at the 
present time, are the Rabbin- 
ical and the Karaite. See 
Sect. 

An " Hebrew of the He- 
brews,'' is one, both of whose 
parents are Hebrews. Phil, 
iii. 5. Sometimes only those 
Jews were called Hebrew* 
who spoke the Hebrew lan- 
guage, in contradistinction to 
the Jews, who spoke the 
Greek. Acts vi. 1. . • 

When the Epistle to txs 
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HcBRSWS was writtea is nn- 
certain. Perhaps Paul wrote 
it towards tlie close of his first 
imprisonment at Rome. It 
ranks among ihe most impor- 
tant portions of the Holy Ora- 
cles, and contains, among 
other things, proof of the di- 
vinity, humanity, atonement 
and priesthobd of Christ ; the 
real object and meaning of 
the Mosaic ritual ; and numer- 
oiu admirable practical ob- 
servations and encourage- 
ments. See Jerusalem. 

HE^BRON, called original- 
ly Arba, or KiRJATH-ARBA, 
because Arba, the noted ^ant, 
was king of it. It was built 
on a ^11, not long after the 
flood. Numb. xiii. 22; and 
stood 22 miles south of Jeni- 
saiem. Here Anak and his 
father and sons dwelt; but 
Caleb, receiving it for his in- 
heritance, expelled these gi- 
ants, and csdled it Hebron, 
after one of his sons. Josh, 
ziv. 13, 14. It was made a 
city of refuge, and given to 
the priests. DaVid reigned 
l^re seven years over Judah, 
before he was crowned over 
all Israel. 2 Sam. ii. 11, and 
V. 8. Here Absalom first set 
up for king. 2 Sam. zv. It 
is now little else than a heap 
of ruins, compared to its for- 
mer extent and beauty. The 
number of bouses is estimated 
at 400. It was visited by 
Mr. Fisk in 1824, who informs 
OS thai its present name is 
Haled Rahman. 

HEDGE, 



encloses or defends. 1 Chroo. 
iv. 13; Job i. 10. TroubUt 
are called hedges, as they ar- 
rest our career of sin. Lam; 
iii. 7 ; Job xix. 8. The way 
of the slothful is a hedge of 
thorns, i. e. he always sees 
difficulties, or 'always entaa- 
gles himself in troufaie. ■ 

HEIR, one who is to sae- 
ceed to an estate. Christians 
are heirs of God both by birth 
and by will ; an important 
and delightful consideration-. 
Rom. iv. 14. The term ut- 
terly precludes the idea of ouf 
meriting or earning our heav" 
enly portion. 

HELIOPOUS. See Onv 

HELL, the place of pun- 
ishment for the wicked afler 
this life ; also the grave, or 
state of the dead. By the 
" gates of hell," Mat). xk\, 18, 
is meant the power and poli- 
cy of the devil and his mstni- 
ments. The expression is de 
rived from the fact that courts 
of legislation and justice were 
often held in rooms at or over 
the gates of walled cities. It 
is therefore equivalent to say-' 
ing the counsels of hell. 

HELMET, a cap of metal 
or strong leather for protect- 
ing a soldier's head, 1 Sam. 
xvii. 5. Salvation is God'» 
helmet; the hope of it render- 
ing God's people courageous 
in their spiritual . warfare. 
Eph. vi. 17. 1 Thes. v. 8. 

HEMLOCK. The plant so 
called in Scripture, seems to 
mean the water-hemiock, Deut. 
zziz. 18, Hos. Z.4; and set 
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die stately tree which b^n 
this name. 

HERESY, an opinion con- 
trary to the fundamental prin- 
ciples of religion^ maintained 
with obstinacy and a refusal 
to admit conviction. Chris- 
tianity was called a sect, or 
heresy, b}' Tertullus and the 
profane Jews. Acts xxiv. 5, 
14. 

HERMON, the most ele- 
vated summit in the range of 
the Anti-Libanus -, 8950 feet 
above the level of the sea. 
The Sidonians catted it Siri- 
on; and the Amorites, Shetnr. 
Deut. iii. 9^ Its dews are co- 
pious and refreshing. Psal. 
cxzxiii. 3. The snow lies on 
it during mo0 of the summer, 
and was formerly carried to 
Tyre, as ice js brought into 
our cities, and sold m sum- 
mer as a luxury. 

HER'OD. Four persons 
of this name a^re mentioned in 
the New Testament 

1. Herod the Great, 
the son of Antipater, was 
born about b. c.)70. His fa- 
ther is said by some to have 
been a Jew; by others, an 
Idumean proselyte. He van- 
quished, and extirpated the 
family of the Maccabees about 
B. c. 37. His character was 
exceedingly ferocious and 
sensual. His frequent mur- 
ders and ungovernable tern* 
per rendered him miserable ; 
and to occupy his thoughts, as 
well as to -ingratiate himself 
vntik thCx Jews, he rebuilt their 
fMnple, and rendered it ex- 



ceedingly stately aad gloii- 
oos. He also built other im- 
portant edifices, and institut- 
ed various public sporti. 
When the wise men from the 
East made inquiry in Jerusa^ 
lem for the new-born King of 
the Jews, he desired them to 
bring him back word where 
and how he might find him, 
being resolved to murder him, 
while but an infant. Being 
disappointed, he oidered to 
be destroyed every child in 
and about Bethlehem, uoder 
two years old, that he might 
make sure of murdering the 
Messiah among them. He 
died in a miserable manner, 
a year or two aAer this atro- 
cious action. 

2. Herod Ahtipas, sob 
pf Herod the Great, had the 
tetrarchy of Galilee and Pe> 
rea, by the last will of his 
father. He divorced his first 
wife, and took Herodias, the 
wife of Philip, who still lived. 
For reproving this incestuous 
miuriage, John was imprison- 
ed and beheaded. Matt. xiv. 
5—12. This was be to whom 
Pilate sent our Saviour, and 
by whom he was mocked and 
arrayed in a gorgeous robe. 
Luke xxiii. 8---11. He was 
utkU to Herod Agrippa, and 
great uncle io that Agrippa 
who, by Paul's discourse, was 
''almost persuaded to be a 
Christian.'' 

3. Herod Agrippa, the 
son of Aristobulus, grandson 
of Herod the Great, was ap- 
pointed by Caligula tik the go 
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verament of Abilene. About 
A. D. 44, or perhaps 49, be 
caused the n^urder of James 
the son of Zebe^ec. Observ- 
ing the Jews pleased with this, 
he apprehended Peter, inr 
tending to murder him also, 
for their further gratification. 
But Providence defeated his 
designs, by cutting him off in 
a miserable manner at Cesa- 
rea, where he was flattered 
by the multitude crying out 
that he spoke like a god. 
Acts xii. and xxiii. 35. He 
reigned seven or ten years, 
and was the father of Agrip- 
pa, Bemice, Drusilla, and 
Marianme. 

4. Herod Agrippa H. 
son of the preceding, is men- 
Uoned in the New Testament 
only by the naone of Agrip- 
PA. He was bom a. d. 20. 
Festus brought Paul before 
him, who almost persuaded 
him to be a Christian. Acts 
^v. and zxvi. AiVer the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, be 
went to Rome, where he died 
at the age of 70. 

HERODIANS a sect a- 
piong the Jews, so named 
from Herod the Great. ^ It is 
thought, by some, thatbe was 
regarded by them as the 
promised Messiah. 

HER'ON, a bird of die 
erane species. It is only men- 
tioned Lev. xi. 19, and Deut. 
xiv. 18. 

. HIIVDEKEL, the Tigris, 
» noble river rising in the 
mountains of Armenia, and 
in the Persian Gulf. 



On it once stood the grea 
cities Nineveh, Ctesi^on, 
and Selucia ', and at present, 
the cities of Bagdad, Mosul, 
Diarbckir, &c. Gen. ii. 14; 
Daji. X. 4. 

HIERAP'OLIS, a city 
near Colosse, early blessed 
with gospel light. Col. i?. 
13. It was destroyed by aa 
earthquake, in the times of 
the apostles. The ruins are 
still visible, and the place is 
called by the Turks Pambuk 
JfCcUasi. 

HIGH PLACES, hills on 
which were groves, altars, dce^ 
for wof^ip. Gen. xxii. At 
first Jehovah was there wo?* 
shipped, then idols. When 
the temple was built, they 
were -strictly forbidden, but 
seem never to. have been 
wholly ^abolished. 2 Kings 
XV. 3, 4 ; xvi. 3, 4, &c. 

HIN, a liquid measure, 
containing about three of our 
quarts, It was the sixth part 
of an ephah. 

HIND, a female deer; no- 
ted for elegance of form and 
affection to its mate. Prov. 
v. 19. Like other deer, it is 
very swifl and sure-footed. 
Ps. xviii. 33. 

HINNOM, a valley, or ra- 
ther ravine,onthe south side of 
Jerusalem, closed in on one 
side by the steep side of 
Mount Zion, and on the other 
by a line of cliffs less elevated. 
From some point in these 
cliffs, tradition relates that 
Judas sought his desperate 
end The position of the 
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Irees, which in various places 
overhang the brow of the 
cliff, accords with 4he com- 
non opinion that, when be 
hong himself, the rope break- 
ing, he fell, and his bowels thus 
were made to gash out. This 
▼alley was once selected for 
its shade and privacy for the 
worship of Moloch. See 

TOPHKT. 

HOLY ; pious, religious, 
Mark vi. 2Q; sacred, divine, 
Luke i. 72 ; hallowed, conse- 
crated to divine use. Matt. vii. 
6; Luke ii. 23; pure, fi'ee 
from the pollution of sin, Eph. 
i. 4 ; Col. i. 22*. It is applied 
to the Trinity— to\the Father, 
Lev. xijc.2; Ps. cxlv. 17; to 
the Son, Ps. zvi. 10 ; Luke i. 
35, iv. 34 ; Acts iii. 14 ; and 
it is the common epithet of 
the third Person of the ^ori- 
ooB Trinity. It is applied also 
to angels. Matt, zxv, 31 ; and 
to persons and things dedi- 
cated to God, Ex. xxk. 35 ; 
xxxi. 14. The saints are call- 
ed holy by separation and 
choice, 1 Pet. ii. 9 ; by the 
imputation of Christ's holiness 
or righteousness to them,. 
Ezek. xvi. 14 ; 2 Cor. v. 21 ; 
by partaking of a holy prin- 
ciple of grace, whereby the 
soul is renewed in holiness 
by degrees, till it attain a per- 
fection of it. Heb. xii. 23. 

HOLY GHOST, the third 
Person of the holy Trinity. 
T^ proofs of his essential 
divinity are, (1.) He is ex- 
fweuly called God, Acts v. 
3,4. (2.) Attributes peculiar 
10* 



to Jehovah are ascribed !• 
him, as eternity, Heb. ix. 14 1 
ommUciente, 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11$ 
omampretelttcef Ps. cxxxix. 7. 
(3.) Works which only God 
can perform,, are ascribed to 
him, Ps. Itii. 6 ; Job xxvi. 13; 
Luke i. 35 ; 2 Pet. i. 21 ; John 
xvi. 13; Rom. xv. 16. (4.) 
The same divine worship is 
paid to him as to the Father 
and the Son, Matt, xxviii. 19 ; 
2 Cor. xiii. 14 ; 2 Thess. iii. 5. 
(5.) In the Greek a masculine 
article is joined to his name, 
Pneuha, which is naturally 
of the neuter gender. (6.) 
Things affirmed of God in 
some passages of Scripture 
are in others attributed to the 
Holy Ghost. Among many 
others compare 1 Cor; iii. 16, 
with vi. 19, and 2 Tim. iii. 16, 
with 2 Pet. i. 21. (7.) Bap- 
tism is administered in his 
nanie, and the apostolic bene- 
diction. When he is spoken 
of as pven or sent by the Fa- 
ther or the Son, it is to be 
understood of his particular 
station or agency in the plan 
of redemption. 

By him sinners are con- 
tietm, John xvi. 9; enlight' 
enedf Epb. i. 17, 18 ; regene* 
rated, John iii. 5, 6 ; sanctified, 
1 Pet. i. 2. 

Baptism of the Holy Ghost, 
which was enjoyed in the 
apostolic age, and is describ- 
ed Acts ii. 1—4, was attended 
with the gift of tongues and 
power of working miracles. 

HOMER, a Hebrew meas- 
ure of twenty.four bushels. 
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tkougkt to be the same as the 
Cw. Ezek. xlv. 14. 

JSONEY was produced in 
great quantities in the land of 
Palestine, and was an article 
of exportation. Ezek. zxvii. 
17. It was often called '' a 
land flowing with milk and 
honey.'' Beside the bees 
raised in yards, multitudes 
were wild, and laid up their 
stores in hollow trees and 
fissures of rocks. Matt. iii. 
4$ I>eut..xxxii. 13. Camp- 
bell, in his Trarda in Africa, 
says, '< The bees have a habit 
of plastering their honey on 
the surface of rocks in cliffs 3 
vhichy for its protection, they 
cover with a layer of dark- 
colored wa]c, not easily dis- 
tinguished from the rock it- 
self. By making an incision 
in this outer coat, and apply- 
ing his mouth, a person could 
suck out plenty.'' This ex- 
plains Deut. xxxii. 13. The 
ancients used honey as we 
do sugar, and prized it high- 
ly ; hence it is an image of 
l^easure. Ps^cxix^lOSjCant. 
iv. 11, 6fJi. 

A swe0t sirup, procured 
from ripe dates, seems to have 
borne this name.. , The word 
rendered ** honey,", in 2 Chr. 
xxxi. 5, properly signifies. 
dates. Josephus mentions 
palm honey. Bochart, Cel- 
sius, and Geddes, consider 
the honey mentioned Gen. 
jdiii. 11, to be of this sort. 

HOPE, a prospect, real or 
unaginary, which w» think of 
vith pleaittie, an4 are desir- 



ous of obtaining. The en^* 
tion itself is also called hope. 
The Christian's hope of eter- 
nal happiness and glory in 
heaven, is founded on tho 
merits, the blood, the grace, 
the promises and spirit of 
Christ, and the unchangeable 
truth and almighty power of 
God. Religious hope is dis- 
tinguished from carnal pre- 
sumption by its inseparable 
effect, a cleansing efficacy by 
the assistance o7 the Holy 
Spirit. 1 John iii. 3. Jesus 
Christ is styled " the hope of 
Israel," Acts xxviii. 20, as 
he was promised by God, his 
manner of coming foretold by 
the prophets, and the event 
expected by the people of Is- 
rael. ^ He is called ''our 
hope," 1 Tim. i. 1,^ because 
he is the only foundation 'op 
which to build our hope of 
any real good here, or of 
heaven hereafter. It is some- 
times taken for that eternal 
salvation, which is the object 
orrend of our hope. Tit. ii. 
13. 

HORN, a word used in 
Scripture as the symbol of 
strength, Deut. xxxiii. 17; Jer 
xlviii. 25 ; Hab. iii. 4. Hence 
kingdoms are represented as 
boms. The iv>o horns of the 
ram in Daniel's vision are the 
kingdoms of Media and Per- 
sia. The one horn ' of the 
following goat is the king- 
dom of Greece, under Alexan- 
der, which at his death was 
divided into four parts, pre- 
dicted Dan. viii. 8. The 
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writers say that tome pastea 
into Africa. 

HORONAIM, a city of 
Moab, perhaps the same as 
Beth-horon. It is thought 
to be' th^ city which is called 
by Ptolemy Avara, 9hd by 
Josephus Orona. 

HORSE, an animal rare 
among the early Jews, bat 
common in Egypt, &c. The 
passage in 1 Kings z. 28, in- 
stead of ''horses and linen 
yam,'' should read, as it is 
uterally, horses in strings^ 
which was and is now the 
mode of transporting them 
for sale. As Orientals sup- 
posed the sun to drive along 
the sky in a chariot with 
horse8,they consecrated to him 
the finest steeds. Israel was 
once infected with this idola- 
try. 2 Kings xxxiii. 11. 

HORSE-LEECH, a Wack 
worm that lives in water, and 
is now called only leech. It 
occurs only in Prov. xxx. 15. 

HOSANNA, an exclama- 
tion of praise, or invocation 
of blessing. It was a com- 
mon Word with the Jews, and 
seems to mean literally, aavt 
now. The multitude who ut- 
tered this cry before Christ, 
probably indicated by it their 
desire and hope that he would 
now, as their Messiah, raise 
up their nation from its fallen 
state. Matt. xxi. 9—15. 

HQSEA, the first of the 
Minor prophets, as arranged 
in our Bibles. These twelve 
books are called minor proplk- 
etS; not from their infaioritti^ 
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bat from their brewty. He 
lived a long time, and prophe- 
sied under four kings, viz, 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and 
Hezekiah. The Book of Ho- 
8XA, which seems to be bm a 
part of the author^s ppedic'> 
tions, is of a sententious and 
sometimes obscure style, but 
always energetic. 

HOSPITALITY, love or 
kindness expressed by enter- 
taining persons kindly. Rom. 
zii. 13; 1 Tim. iii. 2. The 
first Christians were remark- 
ably hospitable an4 kind io 
all strangers, but particularly 
to those of the same faith. 
Paul makes use of Abra- 
ham's and Lot's conduct, 
mentioned Gen. xviii. 2, 83 
six. 1, 2, ^c. as examples to 
encourage and persuade us 
to the exercise of hospitality. 
Heb. xiii. 2. Hospitality is to 
be *' used one to another with- 
out grudging.'' 1 Pet. iv. 9. 

HOUGH, to disable an an- 
imal by severing the great 
tendon on the back of the 
hind leg. Josh. xi. 6—9. 

HOUR. (1.) The twenty- 
fourth part of a natural day, 
being the common method of 
measuring time. When the 
New Testament was written, 
the Jews divided their day 
into twelve equal parts, after 
the manner 6f the Greeks and 
Romans, Matt. xx. 3, 6, 6; 
John xi. 9, which of course 
varied in length according to 
the different seasons. When 
the sun rose at the time we 
c«U 6 o'clock; their 3d hour 



agreed with oiur 9tb, their 6<li 
with cor nooB, and their 9Ui 
with our 3 o'clock. Their 
night was divided in the same 
manner. {%.) Heur signifies 
any fixed season or opportu- 
nity. Hence we read of ^e 
hour of temptation ; of ju<i(- 
ment; of Christ's death, or 
second coming ; of the powi> 
er of Satan and his . agents 
against Christ ; d&c. Rev. iii. 
3, 10. Luke xxii. 53. 

HOUSE. (1.) A dwelling 
place. The body is called, 
2 Cor. V. 1, tht house of the 
8<ml. The houses in Canaaji 
and other Eastern countries 
are built in the form of a hol- 
low square. The rooms open 
into the court in the centre, 
where some have fountains of 
water playing. The roof is 
flat, and, when the sun is not 
hot, is a place of agreeable 
retirement. Peter had his 
vision here. Acts x. 9. ,Aii 
awning is frequently extended 
over &e open space in the 
centre, to exclude the sun. 
This was lifted away, and the 
low battlement of tiles '' bro- 
ken up," by the friends of 
the man sick of the palsy, 
wh6m they bad brought across 
the roofs of the neighboring 
houses, so that they could 
lower him down before Christ. 
Mk.ii.SjLukev. 19. When 
the destruction of Jerusalem 
came, the disciples of Jesus 
were- to 'escape from the roofs, 
if they should be there, with- 
out going down into the house. 
This in our houses would be 
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imponible; bat tliere they 
AQuId come dovji the stairs, 
and pass through the balco- 
nies which led round the in- 
ner courtS; and so out into the 
street; through the covered 
gateway. Mark xiii. 16. (2.) 
The family household, or tribe, 
dwelling together. Children 
do not necessarily form part 
of a household, as many fam- 
ilies are without any. Acts 
3cyi. 16. 

HUMILIATION, the act 
of humbling one's self. It 
differs from humility. flU' 
vality is the habitual state of 
that pej^son's mind who has 
low thoughts of himself, found- 
ed upon the knowledge of his 
own imperfections and un- 
worthmeds, and his depen- 
dence upon God. Humiliation 
is a special act of devotional 
mortification, or self-denial, 
in an individual or a nation, 
shown by fasting, prayer, d&c. 

The hijimiliation ascribed to 
Christ, A4:U viii. 33; Phil.ii. 
8, is a proof of his divine 
nature ; for if Christ were a 
mere man, or even the highest 
angelj and was created of 
God to perform the work of 
redemption, be did no more 
than his duty, and would have 
been eternally lost had he 
icome short of it. 

HUMILITY, thatgrace of 
the Spirit, which, from a prop- 
er sense of lowliness and un- 
worthiness, makes us patient 
under trials, and contentedly 
submissive to the will of 
Providence. 



HUSK, the sheath or coT«r 
of grain, &c« Numb. vi. 4. 
2 Kings iv. 4S. It is thought 
by Wahl, and others, that the 
husks mentioned in the para- 
ble of the prodigal son, are 
(he pods of the carpb-tree, or 
ceratonia siliqtux of Linnaeus. 
These podl^ are about a foot 
long, somewhat sickle-shaped, 
and contain a sweet pulp, 
and several brown seeds like 
beans. When in season, swine 
fatten on this food- very rapid- 
ly, and it is often eaten by the 
poor people in Syria and Pal* 
estine. Luke xv, IG. 

HYMN, a religious ode or 
song. Hilary is said to have 
been the first composer of 
metrical hymns to be sung in 
miblic worship. The book of 
Psalms contained the ''hymns 
and spiritual songs" common- 
ly sung by Uie Jews and early 
Christians. The Psalms are 
called, in general, hymns, by 
Philo the Jew; and JoSKr 
PHU8 calls them '' songs and 
hymn»w" See Singivg. 

HYPOCRITE. (1.) One 
who dissembles or feigns to 
be what he is not. Matt, xxiii. 
Such pertons may be detect- 
ed by their neglect ef the 
duties they enjoin on others ; 
by their zeal for trifles and 
omission of great duties ; by 
their love of titles and pre- 
cedence ; and by their severe 
censures of others for sms, 
which they commit them 
selves. {%) One who is de^ 
ceived, and relies on a false 
hope. Job xz. 6, and xxvii. 
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8. Such persons find ezcnses 
for obvious neglects ; they 
study an external rather than 
inward purity 3 they pray in 
affliction with great fervor, 
but are apt to neglect that 
duty in prosperity ; and though 
keen and active in business, 
are dull and destitute of seal 
in spiritual affairs. 

HYSSOP, an herb which, 
in the East, grows not only in 
gardens, but also wild. It 
rises to the height of two feet, 
growing in hunches and put- 
ting out many stalks from a 
sinp^le rooU On this account 
it IS extremely well adapted 
to oe used as a sprinkler, as it 
commonly was in Jewish pu- 
rifications. It has a pleasant 
smell, but i» very bitter and 
pungent. When i) is said that 
'< Solomon described plants 
from the great cedar to the 
hyssop that springeth out of 
the wall,'' 1 Kings iv. 33, the 
tniallest of plants seems to 
be intended. Hassxl^uist 
supposes the plant here men- 
tioned to be a species of moss 
which grows on stone wails, 
and is very common on' the 
walls of Jerusalem. Sib- 
THORPK thinks it more prob- 
ably a little plant still called 
hysoppo, frequently growing 
on the rocks of Palestine. But 
Isaac Ben Omran, an Ara- 
bian author, says that the hys- 
sop grows in abundance on the 
mountains about Jerasalem. 
The wall therefore may mean 
"lift, or the passage may be 
randered, around 3u weUis. 



The soldier who gave oar 
Saviour vinegar, or sour wme 
with a sponge, on a reed, 
seems to have added the juice 
of tiyssop, John xix. 29 ', or 
gall, as it is called, Matt, 
xxvii. 34. 



I. 



ICO NIUM, the chief city 
of the tetrarchy of Lycaonia ; 
said by Strabo to be well 
built, and situated in the rich- 
est part of the province^ The 
visit of Paul to this place, 
which was greatly blessed in 
the conversion of multitudes, 
happened a. d.45 or 46. Acts 
xiv. 1 — 3. The church thus 
planted may be traced through 
eight succeeding centuries, 
but is lost sight of during^ 
the ravages of the Turks 
and Saracens. At present it 
is a place of some conse- 
quence, and strongly fortified 
by walls four miles in extent. 
The population is estimated 
at 70,000. Though much of 
the town within the walls lies 
waste, no Jew or Christian is 
allowed by the Turks to live 
there $ but such reside in the 
suburbs. Its present name is 
Cognif or Konee* 

IDDO, a prophet of Ju« 
dah, who seems to have been 
the historian of his day, and 
whose record and genealogies 
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tte mentioned in Scripture. 
t Chron. ixw 29, and xii. 15. 
His writings never made a 
part of the canon of the Old 
Testament. Indeed;,had ev- 
ery thing done or said by holy 
men, according to the will of 
God, been inserted in the Bi- 
ble, it .would have made the 
book too large to be useful. 
Josephus is of opinion that 
this was the prophet sent to 
Jeroboam al Bethel, and slain 
by a lion on his return. 1 
Kings xiii. Whether he was 
the grandfather ofZechariab, 
is uncertain. Zech.i.l. There 
were several other persons of 
this name. 1 Chr. zxvii. 21 ; 
Ezra viii. 17. 

IDOL, a representation or 
image of any sort, created 
either, by art or fstncyj any 
object receiving human wor- 
ship, in contradistinction to 
the true God. 1 Cor. viii. 1. 
1 John V. 21. As it is the 
first principle of true religion, 
that there is one only living 
and true God, so Jehovah 
claims divine worship as due 
only to himself; and has pro- 
hibited the worship of idols, 
as a crime of the first magni- 
tude. Ex. XX. 4. The most 
fervent remonstrances against 
paying homage to idols are 
found in the prophets; and 
some such passages in Isaiah 
are considered to surpass in 
energy, argument, and ele- 
gance, emy thing tbat has 
beeo written on Uie subject. 
Isa. zliv. 12—20, and zlvi. 1, 



The following ideb »• 
mentioned in Scripture >^ 

Adramrfndeehjji Kmg» xviL 3L 
JtnameleehjfiKingg xvti. 31 
Jishima, 2 Kings zvii. 30. 
Ashtantth, Jud. ii. 13. 
Baal. Numb. zxii. 41. (in the plo- 
- ral BaaJxm. I Bam. vii. 4.) 
Baal-berith^ Jud. viii. 33. 

■, Numb. XXT.3; Dent. 



BooJ-oeor, 
iv.3. 



Bediebubf 2 Kings I. 3. 
£e2,'ba. xlvi. 1 ; Jer. 1. 3. 
CtuUfT and PoUux, Acts xxriii. 11 . 
Dagon, Jud. xvi. 23. 
DioM, Acts xix. 94—41. 
Jupiter, Acts xiv, H* 13* 
Mercury. Acts xiv. 12. 
Jdoloeky Lev. xviii. 21. (called Jfif- 

com, 1 Kings xi.,5, andJfiffi— i 

Zeph. i. 5.) 
AVfto, Isa. XV. 46. 
tergal] 2 Kings xvii. 30. 
JVttXaz, 2 Kings xvii. 31. 
Jfisroeh, 2 Kings xix. 37. 
Raaphan, Acts vii.. 43. 
Rimmon, 2 Kings v. ]8. 
;SAe«AacA,Jer. li.41. 
Sutceothrbau/tk. 2 Kings xvii. 30. 
Tammui. Ezek. viii. 14. 
Tartaky 2 Kings xvii. 31. 

Beside which were the 7Vr»* 
pAim, and the Oolden Calves, 

The Jews seem never to 
have had idols peculiar to 
themselves, but to have often 
adopted those of other na- 
tions. 

IDOLATRY is either in- 
ternal or external. Internal 
is an inordinate love of the 
creatures, riches, honors, -and 
the pleasures of this life. Eph. 
V. 6. Col. iii. 6. Phil. iii. 19. 
External is the paying of 
homage to outward objects, 
either natural or artificial $ 
and this is the more common 
sense of the term. 

Soon aAer the floodimea 
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fisli into idolatry. A lar^ 
portion of our race have ever 
since practised this sin-— 
dreadfully indicative of the 
corruption and degradation 
of human nature. At first, 
heavenly bodies, and eminent 
benefactors of mankind, were 
worshipped, then animals, 
plants, reptiles, and figures 
made by art. To these Were 
paid not only reverence and 
devotion, but the most horrid 
rites. The grossest indecen- 
cies> murder, suicide, torture, 
drunkenness, and every abom- 
ination, have been considered 
proper acts of worship. In 
pagan countries, idolatry still 
retains these shocking char- 
acteristics. 

InBurmah,beside idolatrous 
temples, they ^ave pagodaSf 
whieh are nothing more than 
piles of brick and earth, set up 
in honor of their gods, as we 
erect pillars to commemorate 
events. They are generally 
sdid, and cannot be entered. 
Worship and offerings, ^c. 
ere made before them. 
. The veneration which Ro- 
man Catholics pay to the vir- 
gin Mary, angels, and saints, 
crosses, images, relics, and 
the host, (or bread of the 
Lord's supper,) is idolatry. 
This they of course deny, and 
eon.sider the worship paid to 
God as supreme, and that 
which is paid to saints, &c. as 
subordinate. 

When we consider in how 
many ways we may practise 
nwBid idblatry, Phi . iii. 19 3 



Col. iii. 5, we should carefoltjr 
watch and. pray against this 
dreadful sin. It is to be fear- 
ed that great multitudes have 
their hearts set on soine earth- 
ly object, who little think 
themselves idolaters. 

The idol portrayed on the 
opposite page is Boodh, or^ 
as he is more commonly tail- 
ed, Gau'dabta. He is sit- 
ting in the usual posture, 
(chairs being there unknown,) 
a yellow cloth cast over his 
left shoulder and arm, and his 
right hand resting on his knee. 
The imag^e is generally placed, 
as here shown, on apedestal, 
in an arch or niche, prepared 
for the purpose, near the cen- 
tre (Of the temple. 

The next engraving repre- 
sents the car of Juggernaut. 
The horrible, scenes of his«an- 
nual festival are familiar to 
the r^ader^ of missionary in- 
telligence. The figure hold- 
ing the reins, as well as th6 
horses, are carved images of 
6olo8sal size. The car is 
drawn by two ropes, to 
which thousands of the in- 
habitants attach themselves. 
See Heathen. 

IDUMC'A, a district on the 
south margin of Palestine, em- 
bracing a part of Arabia, and 
receiving its name from E- 
dom, (i. e. Esau,) who first set- 
tled it. During the Babylo- 
nish captivity, the Edomites 
seem to have seized on a con- 
siderable portion of Judea. 
Long before the birlh of 
Christ, they had been redaced 
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to sobjeetion, and multitudes 
of them embraced the He- 
brew faith. The region, how- 
ever, seems to have retained 
their name in the days of 
Christ, and for some ages af- 
terwards. Markiii. 18. It was 
the native country of Herod. 

ILLYR'ICUM is about 480 
miles in length, and 120 in 
breadth. It has Austria and 
part of Hungary on the north, 
Servia on the east, and the 
Adriatic Sea and part of Ma- 
eedonia on the south. Here 
the gospel was preached and 
a Christian church planted by 
Paul, which can be traced 
through eight centuries ; and 
to this day not a few nominal 
Christians reside here. Rom. 
zv. 19. It is now called Scla- 
vonia, or Albania. 

IMAGE, any similitude, 
likeness, copy or resemblance. 
Jesus Christ is said to be the 
*t image of God,'' Heb. i. 3, 
as he represents God to us, 
and is ** in the form of God,'' 
essentially and not circum- 
stantially 3 for there can be 
no /orm, or ** express image^^ 
of God, but what is essential- 
ly divine. The phrase seems 
to imply sameness in nature 
and distinctness in person. 
Man is said to have been 
made in the image of God, 
Gen. i. 26, 27, because he re- 
sembled God in being wise, 
holy and immortal, and in 
possessing dominion over the 
creatures. Idols, carved into 
ihapes supposed to resemble 



various, deities, a^ called 
images. 2 Kings iii. 2. 

IMPUTE, to put any thing 
to a person's account. The 
righteousness of Christ is im^ 
ptUed to those who believe on 
him, and their sins are imput- 
ed to him. Rom. iv. 6--d« 
2 Cor. V. 19. 

INCENSE, a fragrant gum, 
brought from Arabia and the 
East Indies. The form of the 
tree is not precisely known. 
The incense used in the Jew- 
ish offerings, at least that 
which was burnt on the ahar 
of incense, and before the ark 
was a precious mixture of 
sweet spices, stacte, onycha, 
galbanum, and pure frankin- 
cense, beaten very small. 
Ex. XXX. 7, 34. None but 
priesU were to burn it, nor 
was any^ under pain of death, 
to make any like to it. This 
incense was burnt twice a day 
on the golden altar. Where 
so many victims were djiily 
slaughtered and burnt to ashes, 
som^ such perfume was 
necessai'y. It seemed also 
beautifully embiematie- of 
prayer. Ps. cxli. 2. Rev. 
viii. 3, 4. 

INCHANTERS, persons 
who practise incantations -or 
charms, particularly on ser- 
pents. There are still such 
persons in the East, whose per- 
formances are very astonish- 
ing. Sometimes, when a poi- 
sonous snake is known to have 
got into a house or ship, one 
of these men is sent for, who 
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UMhieeB it to come forth, pots 
it in a bag, tind carries It 
away. Compare Ps. Iviii. 4, 
5. Hassxl<iuist saw and 
describes these things, as have 
several others. 

INFIRMITY, in Scripture, 
neans, (1.) Sickness, Lake 
xiU. 125 1 Tim. V. 23; (2.) 
Afflictions, 2 Cor. xii. 10 3 (3.) 
Natural appetites, such as 
hunger, thirst, sleep, &c. Matt. 
KXtv. 41 J (4.)' Weakness of 
human nature> Gal. iv. 13; 
Rom. viii. 26. Mere infirm- 
ities are not sins, except so 
fsur as we bring them on our- 
selves. Christians are bound 
te pay a tender regard to the 
infirmities of others. Rom. 
XV. 1. 

INKHORN,asmall portable 
£ase for pens and ink ; which 
is often worn h j writers in the 
East, fastened to some con- 
venient part of the dress. 
Ezek. ix. 2, 11. 

INN, in our Bible, means 
reneraUy a caravansera,~^ 
Some are simply places of rest, 
near a fountain, if possible ; 
others have an attendant, who 
merely 4vaits on travellers; 
and o4iers have a family, 
which furnishes provisions, 
4^. like our ' taverns. They 
are found in every part of 
Turkey, and are there called 
kharn, 

INSCRIPTION, or SuPKR. 
SCBIPTIOH, writing on coins, 
pillars, Slc. Much of the his- 
taty of nations may be learnt 
fiwm them. Matt. xxii. 20. 



The history of Greeee, tot 
1318 years, is inscribed o» 
the Arundel marbles. Partf 
of the law of Moses were in- 
scribed on the "altar at Ebal. 
Deur. xxvii. 8. 

INTERCESSION, the act 
of coming in between two 
pa!rties, in order to plead in 
behalf of the one that has of- 
fended. Christ intercedes 
for his church, by appear- 
ing for it before the Father, 
by presenting the merits of 
his sacrifice once offered, and 
obtaining answers to petitions 
or prayers made in his name. 

IRON was known very an- 
ciently. Gen. iv. 22. Moses 
speaks of its hardness, Lev. 
xxvi. 19 ; of the iron mines, 
Deut. viii. 9 ; of the furnace 
in which it was made, Deut. 
iv.^ ; and that the bedstead 
of Og, king of Bashan, was of 
this metal, Deut. iii. 11. 

ISAIAH, a prophet of Is- 
rael, who wrote the inspired 
book of that name. His lan- 
guage is remarkable for ele- 
gance and sublimity ; and hit 
wondrous prophecies are yet 
being expounded by events. 
He seems to have been favor- 
ed with an entire view of the 
gospel dispensation from the 
birth and sufferings of Christ 
to the day when all shall know 
God. He is thought to have 
died about 70 years before 
Jeremiah prophesied. 

ISHI, a husband. It it 
said, Hos.Ji. 16, that Israel 
should no more call God 
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/■ Baaliy" Ziorrf, or rigid Mas- 
ter, bat " Ishi/' husbandf a 
kind and gentle ruler. 

ISRAEL, the common name 
of the Hebrew people and 
country. The name means 
" Prince with God," and was 
given to Jacob after his prev- 
alent prayer at Peniel. 

Under Rehoboam, succes- 
sor to Solomon, a fatal schism 
took place between the tribes 
of Judah aad Benjamin, and 
^e rest of the nation. 1 Kings 
ziL The land was then £- 
vided into Jttdahj of which 
Jerusalem continued the me- 
tropolis; and Israel, of which 
Samaria was the royal resi- 
deince. This division occa- 
sioned many dreadful civil 
wars, and whoUy separated 
the ten tribes from ihe true 
religion. At length, after hav- 
ing existed about 250 years, 
Israel was entirely destroyed, 
1 Kings xvii. 6, &e. ; and the 
whole country was then call- 
ed Judah, or Judaea., About 
130 years after the overthrow 
of the ten tribes, Judah was 
laid waste by Nebuchadnez- 
zar, and the people carried 
captive to Babylon, where 
they continued 70 years. 2 
Kings zxv. 9. Jer. xxxix, 2, 
and xxiv. 11, 12. Under Darius 
and Cyrus many of the Jews 
f etumed, and the tendple was 
rebuilt a little more than 500 
jrears b. c. See- Canaan, 
find Hebrews. 

ISSUE, an edect or result 
l/ising from .some cause. It 
11* 



is applied to children, who, 
from the relation which they 
bear to their parents, are 
called issue or offspring ; zsA 
to a running sore in the flesh, 
sometimes arising from a 
small artificial incision. 

ITURE'A, a region in the 
north-east part of Palestine, 
thought to have derived its 
name from Jetur, a sob of 
Ishmael. Hanren was one of 
its cities, whence the province 
was called HauranUis by the 
ancients. Philip was its te- 
trarch in the days of Christ. 
Luke iii. 1. The modem 
name is Houran, 

IVORY is the tusks of 
elephants, resembling boms. 
Ezek. xxvu. 15. Some tusks 
are from 90 to 125 pounds 
weight ; and one found in the 
isle of Sumatra, in the East 
Indies, is said to have weighed 
330 pounds. The ivory of 
Ceylon is best, and does not 
become yellow by age. In 
Russia, and other places of 
Europe, a kind of ivory is 
found buried in the ground $ 
and at Petersburgb is a tusk 
of 180 pounds weight. But 
whetlier these be real teeth of 
elephants, dropped there long 
ago; or horns of fishes, brought 
thither at the flood ; or the re- 
mains of some huge animal, 
whose race is now extinct ; or 
a kind of substance formed in 
the earth, — we cannot deter- 
mine. Ivory was anciently 
very plentiful in Canaan; 
wardrobes were cased with it 
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^ prevent the damage of 
moths. Ps. xlv. 8. Solomon 
liad a throne of it. 1 Kings 
at. 18, 22, 



J. 

JAB'BOK, a brook rising 
in the mountains of €KIead, 
and entering the Jordan just 
aAer it leaves Lake Gennesa- 
ceth. Deut. ii. 37. 

JACINTH, the same as 
hyacinth ; a precious stone of 
a yellowish color, brought 
generally from Ceylon. 

JA'COB, the second son of 
Isaac, and founder of the Jew- 
ish nation, was bom A. h. 
2167. He removed to Egypt 
with his family at the request 
of Joseph, and died after hav- 
ing dwelt in Goshen 17 years. 

JAH, a Hebrew contract" 
tion for Jehovah. Ps. IxViii. 4. 

JAHAZ, a city of Moab, 
ealled also Jahazah. Josh, 
xiii. 18. It is called by Ptole- 
my Zixa. 

JAMES the Great, or El- 
der, and Jotf N the evangelist, 
sons of Zebedee and Salome, 
were originally fishen of 
Bethsjaida in Galilee. Matt, 
iv. 21. They were ealled 
Boantrgtt, or ''the sons of 
thunder.'' Mark iii. 17 ; Luke 
ix, 54. After our Saviour's 
resurrection, it seems they for 
• wfaUie reUiT9e<il lf> their busi- 



ness of fishing. JdfaA xxl. ft, 
3. About A. D. 44, J&Ai'jQ was 
murdered by Herod. Aets 
xii. 2. He is now the pre- 
tended patron saint of Spain. 

2. James the Less, ca*M 
the brother of our Lord, was 
the son of Cleophas, by Mary, 
the sister of the blessed Vir- 
gin. He was called {hi UsSf 
probably, because smaller or 
younger than the former. For 
the admirable holiness of his 
life, he was^ surnamed the 
Just. Our Saviour appeared 
to him by liimself, after his 
resurrection. 1 Cor. xv. 7. 
About three years after Paul's 
conversion, he was at Jeru- 
salem, and was considered as 
a pillar or main prop of the 
church there. Gal. i. 19. He 
was put to death by order of 
AnnaSf the high priest. 

The General Epistle ' of 
James was written by this 
apostle. It is called genera), 
becabse not addressed to any 
particular church. It is one 
of the most pathetic and in- 
structive in the New Testa- 
ment; and contains an ad- 
mirable summary of those 
[Practical duties which are in- 
cumbent on all believers. 

JANNES and JAMB^ES, 
the leading magicians of the 
company who counterfeited 
the miracles of Moses beipre 
Pharaoh. 2 Tim. iii. 8. 

JA'PHETH, Noah's eldest 
son, bom a, m. 1556. H« 
was prophetically blessed by 
his dymg father. His po.$.r 
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t«ritjr setUed all Europe, the 
north of Asia, and probably 
America. The latter conti- 
nent is now, at least, inhab- 
ited by .his descendants. 
They have also, by conquest 
and otherwise, become pos* 
sessed of Southern Asia, Sy- 
ria, Palestine, &c. according 
to the prediction of Noah, 
Gen. ix. 27. 

JASH'ER. The book of 
Jasber was probablya public 
register in which memorable, 
events were written by a scribe 
of this name. Josh. x. 13. That 
it was the practice of the Jews 
to keep such a register, ap- 
pears from various passages. 
1 Kings xi. 41 ; 2 Chron. xii. 
15, and xx. 34, &c. These 
archives were laid up in the 
temple, and Josephus some- 
times refers to them for the 
truth uf his narrative. 

JASPER, a precious stone 
of various colors, white, red, 
brown and bluish green. It 
is somewhat like the finer 
marble, or the half transparent 
gems. It strikes fire with 
steel ; but makes no efierves- 
ccnce in aquafortis. It is 
found in the Indies, in Per- 
sia, Syria, Armenia, Bohe- 
mia, ^c. 

JEHOSH'APHAT, one of 
the best of the kings oiJudah, 
ascended the throne a. m. 
3090, and reigned 25 years. 
His regard for thjB spiritual 
interests of his people was 
shown in his sending mission- 
aries into all parts of his king- 
dom. 2Chron.,xvii. 9. 



The valley of ' Jehoshaphat 
lay between Jerusalem and 
the Mpunt of Olives. Joe? 
iu. 2, 12. . 

. JEHO'VAH, the name of 
God, often rendered Lord in 
our Bibles, and printed in 
capitals to distinguish it from 
Lordf signifying a governor. 
The pagan name Jova and 
the name Jevo of the Moors 
seem derived firom the true 
name of God. 

JEPHTHAH, the tenth 
judge of Israel, who, in con- 
sequence of an extraordinary 
vow, sacrificed his daughter. 
Jud. xi. Some learned men, 
by altering one of the origi- 
nal words a JIttle, and some 
considerations connected vnth 
the narrative, infer that he 
only consigned her to celibacy. 
In his day Troy was burnt by 
the Greeks, about a.m. 2800. 

JEREMIAH, a prophet 
who wrote the book which 
bears his name, and also the 
Book of Lamemtatioits, 
which is, in the original, a sub- 
lime specimen of pathetic ^ 
poetry. He propliesied 70* 
yeap-s after Isaiah, and during 
part of the reign of Josiah. 
The last chapter seems to 
have been added by Ezra. 
He is called Jeremy, in the 
New Testament. 

JERICHO, a city of the 
Benj Semites, 19 miles cast from 
Jerusalem. Josh. xvi. 1, 7. 
The eurse pronounced (Josh, 
yi. 26.) upon the man who 
should rebuild this city, after 
its destnietiop byJoshiiA},«||s 
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literally fulfilled in the days 
of Afaab, 637 years after this, 
upon Hiel. 1 Kings xvi. 34. 
After its restoration it flourish- 
ed, and became in importance 
second only to Jerusalem. 
There seems to have been, 
however, during this interval, 
another Jericho, where Da- 
vid's insulted ambassadors 
pemained till their beards 
were grown. The road to 
Jericho was through a rocky 
desert, infested with robbers. 
Luke X. 30. It is to this day 
the mo^t dangerous road in 
Palestine. Sir F. Henniker, 
aq English traveller, was in 
this very place robbed and 
wounded by a party of Arabs, 
in 1820. The plain on which 
it stood was extremely fertile, 
noted for palm-trees, and for 
the best of balm: The gene- 
ral depression of the country 
has sunk noble Jericho into 
a mere mud-built village. Its 
present name is Ertka, or 
Rika. 

JEROBO'AM. The first 
king of Israel, one of the 
most wicked rulers that ever 
lived. He was a distinguish- 
ed man under Solomon, and 
was chosen head of the ten 
tribes whioh revolted after 
Solomon's death, a. if . 3029. 
' He reigned in horrible wick- 
edness 22 years. 1 Kings xi. 
xii. XV. 

JiROBeAM II. the 13th 
king of Israel, succeeded his 
father, Joash, a. m% 3179, and 
reigned over Israel 41 years. 
He was a very wicked prince. 



•but raised his kingdom to 
great outward prosperity. S 
Kings xiv. XV. 

JERUB'BAAL, the same 
as Gideon. 

JERUSALEM, the capital 
of Judea, first called Salem, 
where Melchisedek was king. 
Gen. xiv. 18, who, as some 
suppose, built it. It stands 
42 miles east of the Mediter- 
ranean. The name signifies 
the Vision of Peace. It was 
called Jebus by the Jebusites, 
who possessed it, and held 
the castle of Sion, till David 
dislodged them, and took the 
place. 1 Chr. xi. 4, 6, 7. It 
is surrounded with a strong 
wall 40 or 60 feet high. Its 
general form is ilearly a hep- 
tagon, or figure with seven 
sides. The circumference is 
nearly three miles. 

Every male Jew was com- 
manded to go to Jerusalem 
thrice a year to -worship. It 
was a city often plundered by 
armies, and. several time's 
burnt. 1 Kings xiv. 16. After 
Nebuchadnezzar destroyed it, 
(2 Chr. xxxvi.) it lay in ruins 
130 years, when it was rebuilt 
by Nehemiah. Many years 
afterward it was again de- 
stroyed by Ptolemy. After- 
ward it suffered a similar fate 
from Autiochus Epiphanes, 
who killed 40,000 of the in- 
habitants, and sold for slaves 
as many more. It was re- 
built by Judas Maccabeus, 
and was somewhat flourish 
ing in the time of our Saviour. 
About A . D . 7P, after a dreadful 
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•iece of two years, daring 
whicD the inhabitants suffered 
so much from famine as to 
eat, in some instances, the 
dead bodies of their friends, 
it was taken by Titus Vespa- 
sian ; and our Saviour's pre- 
diction that it should become 
a heap of ruins, was fully veri- 
fied. It gradually became 
settled again, but in a. d. 134, 
the emperor Adrian banished 
all the Jews, prohibiting their 
return on pain of death. The 
temple was demolished and 
the site ploughed up. Chris- 
tians were not embraced in 
this edi^, and remained in 
great numbers. He also 
changed the name of the city 
to ^lia, which it retained, al- 
most exclusively, till the time 
of Constantine, when its origi- 
nal name was restored. In 
A. D. 614, the Persians cap- 
tured it, and 90,000 Chris- 
tians were slain. In 637, the 
Saracens seized it, and kept 
it till 1079, when the Seljukian 
Turks became its masters. 
Soon afterwards the Cnuades 
were begun, and continued, 
fri^ time to time, for a cen- 
tury, when the Ottoman Turks 
became its possessors ; and 
they remain so to this day, op- 
pressing the Jews and Chris- 
tians with great cruelty. 

On the site of the temple is 
a magnificent mosque. Its 
present population is by some 
computed at 20,000, but by Mr. 
Jowett at about 12,000 ; one 
fourth of which are Jews } but 
ibere has been no regular cen- 



sus for many age9. The.Qrvek 
Christians are estimated al 
2000, and the Roman Catho- 
lics at 1500. There are also 
Armenian, Coptic, Syrian and 
Abyssinian Christians resid- 
ing here. The city is without 
trade, and consequently Ex- 
ceedingly poor. The Latins 
subsist chiefly on remittanoes 
from Catholic countries; the 
Greeks and Armenians by the 
contributions of the pilgrims, 
and the Jews on collections 
m^de all over Europe, and 
brought by pilgrims. A late 
writer,speaking of their wretch- 
ed poverty, says '^ their houses 
are as dunghills." The Turk 
exacts money from them all, 
without mercy or justice. 

The Christian and Jewish 
pilgrims which annually resort 
here, amount to seversd thou- 
sands. To these the places 
where the events of our Sa- 
viour's life and death occurred, 
are shewn with ridiculous mi 
nuteness : in many cases, they 
are unworthy of confidence. 
Protestant missionaries have 
of late years made known oa 
this sacred spot the glorious 
grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. No less than eight of 
these labored there in one year 
during Mr. Jowett's, visit. The 
obstacles to success, however, 
are peculiarly great. 

JESUS, thk name given to 
Messiah, by his parents, at tlie 
command of the angel. Matt, 
i. 21 3 the word means Sa- 
viour. His divinity appears 
from the titles of Deity being 
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applied to him, Rom. ix. &; 
Ke\. i. 1 1 ; from the unqualified 
ascription to him of the attri- 
butts of Deity, as eternity, 
Rev. xxii. 13} omniscience, 
Rev. ii.^j omnipotence, Phil, 
iii. 21 ; omnipresence, Matt. 
zviii. 20. He is declared to be 
the Creator, John i. 12 5 the 
Preserver, Col. i. 16, 17 ; the 
true God, 1 John v. 20, 21 ; 
to have the power of forgiving 
sins, Matt. ix. 2—6 5 Col. iii. 13, 
&c. ; to have power to raise 
the dead, John v. 21, 25; to 
be the Judge of quick and dead, 
2 Cor. V. 10; Rom. xiv. 10. 
He was often worshipped, and 
did not forbid it ; and such 
worship is declared proper, 
Phil. ii. 10, 11; Heb.i. 6. See 
also Numb. xxi. 5, 6 ; Ps. 
Izxviii. 56 ; John xx. 28 ; Luke 
xxiv. 51 ; Mark iv. 39 5 Col. 
ii. 10, &c. 

JEWS. See Hebrews. 

JOASH, king of Judah, 
began to reign about b. c. 
874, and reigned 40 years. In 
his days Ltcurous flourished. 

JOASH, king of Israel, 
ascended the throne about 
B.C. 835, and reigned 16 years. 

JOB lived about 1500 years 
B. c. and his tri^l seems to have 
occurred about 29 years before 
the Israelites came up out of 
Egypt. Calmet and ethers 
make Uz, his country, to have 
been Arabia Deserta ; but 
Lowth, Magee, Horne, &c. 
prove it to have been Idumea. 

The Book 0/ Job is agreed 
to be the most ancient now in 
lixiftence. It is a historical 



poem, lofly,magnificent,diTer 
sified and touching. Thoagk 
Job is here proved to have 
been a pattern of patience^ 
probity and devotion^ yet all 
his expressions cannot be jus- 
tified. His friends cherished 
unfounded suspicions of his 
guilt, but their speeches are 
weighty and pious. It wai 
probably written by Job him- 
self, copied, improved and 
circulated by Moses. 

JOEL, a Hebrew prophet, 
of whose history nothing is 
now certainly known. Most 
modern commentators believe 
him to have been cotemporary 
with Amos and Hosea. The 
book is of a highly poetical 
style, and is greatly admired 
by critics for its elegance and 
sublimity. 

JOHN THE BAPTIST, the 
harbinger of Christ. He re- 
mained obscure till the age of 
30, when he began to preach, 
and baptized thousands who 
confessed their sins. He was 
put to death by Herod Antipas. 

JOHN, brother of James, 
was of'a very mild and af- 
fectionate disposition, but bbld 
in preaching. See James. 
John was the Saviour's be- 
loved disciple, and younger 
than the rest. After suffering 
much for his religion, under 
the emperor Domitian, he 
was banished, a. d. 95, to 
Patmos, where he wrote the 
Revelation. When Nerva be- 
came empe^r, he was re- 
called, and lived to write hif 
Gospel and three Epi»Ue». 
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He died at Ephesus, at about 
tlie age of 100 yean. Before 
his death, the Tariotts heresies 
of the Ebionites, CerintLians, 
Docetse, Gnostics, Nicolai- 
tans, &.C. had been broached. 
These, and other errors, are 
.lirily exposed in his Gospel 
and Epistles, though they are 
not all Jbentioned by name. 

JOHN, snmamed Mark, 
the companion of Paul and 
^amabas. Actn xii. 12j Some 
suppose this to be th^ Mark 
who wrote the second Gospel. 

JOHN, a member of the 
Sanhedrim, and relation of the 
high priest. Acts iv. 6. 

JONAH lived earlier than 
any of the minor prophets, 
probably in the reign of Jehu. 
From his history the Greeks 
teem to have derived their 
ftory of Hercules having been 
three days without injury in 
the belly of. a dog, sent against 
him by Neptune. The fable 
of Arion and the dolphin has 
probably the same origin. 

JOPPA, a seaport of Pal- 
estine, of very ancient date, 
though possessing an inferior 
harbor. Its name is thought 
to have been derived . from 
Japketf son of Noah, who 
founded it. It is now nothing 
more than a ruinous village of 
fishermen, called by the na- 
tives Jaffa. 

JORDAN, a river which 
rises in Mount Lebanon, about 
12 miles north ofCeesarea- 
Philippi. About IS miles more 
to the south, it receives & con- 
fiderable braach^which; under 



ground; proceeds from ttw 
Lake Phiala. About 16 miles 
further south. It forms the wa- 
ters of Merom, or lake of 
Samechon, (both names sig- 
nifying the higher lakef) which 
is nearly 4 miles broad, and 
7J long.. Twenty-eight miles 
farther south, it forms the Lake 
of Gennesareth, which is 16 
miles in length, and five in 
breadth. Thence it runs 
southward through a long 
desert valley, whose air is 
unwholesome, till it loses it 
self in the Dead Sea. Its 
whole course is about 160 
miles. It overflows its banks 
in March or April, by the melt- 
ing of the snow on Lebanon 
and Hermon. Before it en- 
ters the Dead Sea, its ordi- 
nary breadth, according to 
Shaw, is 90 yards, and Z6, 
according to Thomson. The 
ordinary depth is about 12 
feet ; but this was greatly in- 
creased at certain seasons. 
The current is tery rapid. It 
has an outer bank, about a 
fiirlong distant from the other ; 
such, it seems, was its width 
when it was swelled. The 
bairks of a great part of it are 
covered with thickets, in which 
lions were wont to lodge. 
When driven thence by the 
overflowing of the river, they 
wandered about, and were 
dangerous to such as dwelt 
near. Jer. xlix. 19. Almost 
all the streams in Palestine 
but this become dry in the 
midst of summer. Its waters 
are remarked for being pecu- 
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llarly sweet and wholesome. 
There were fordable places 
during^ the dry season, Judges 
iii. 28} and several ferries, 
2 Sam. xiz. 18. The deep 
stream of Jordan was divided 
under Joshua, and by Elijah 
and Elisba. In it John bap- 
tized multitudes, and among 
them our Saviour. Josh. iii. 
2 Kings ii. Matt. iii. Mark i. 
JOSHUA, the successor to 
Moses, as leader of Israel. 
He was bom A. m. 2460, and 
died about 17 years after 
Moses. Seven . years of his 
government he was engaged 
in the N conquest of Canaan, 
and during the remainder, he 
enjoyed it in peaceful posses- 
sion. He was the writer of 
the first of the historical books 
of the Old Testament, as they 
are called,which include all the 
succeeding books as far as 
Esther. Though the writings 
of Moses (called the Penta- 
teuch, because in five books) 
are in a large degree histor- 
ical, yet because they contain 
the law which God gave on 
Sinai; they ene together called 
The law. John i. 17. His ex- 
pulsion of the Canaanites is 
abundantly corroborated by 
profane history. Among the 
many evidences from hence, 
we may mention the pillar 
which Procopius saw in the 
time of Justinian, near to 
where TeLngier,in Africa, now 
stands, on which were inscrip- 
tions to this effect — " We are 

FUGITITSS FROM THE FACE 

OF Joshua, th£ robber, 



THE SON OF Nvv." Thm 
pagan fafole of Phaeton drrr* 
ing the chariot of the son for 
one day, is tfapught to have 
arisen from its standing stiH, 
at the word of Joshua.' 

The Book of Josaua com- 
prises the history .of about 
twenty years, and forms a ooa- 
tinuation and completion to 
the Pentateuch. It describes 
the conquest of Canaan $ its 
partition among ike tribes; 
and the death and bttrial of 
Joshua. The latter passages 
were written by Pkinekas, 
or some subsequent prophet. 
Josh. xxiv. 29— ^. 

JOT, a point ; the least As- 
signable quantity. The allu- 
sion is to the Hebrew letter 
Jodf which is scarcely more 
than a point. Matt. v. 18. 

JOTHAM, a king of Judah, 
successor to Uzziah. He reign- 
ed 16 years, during the latter 
part of which Rome was 
founded. 

JOURNEY, a passage from 
place to place. A " sabbath 
(iay's journey" was about a 
mile J a common day's jour- 
ney was about twenty miles. 

JOy, an agreeable afiee- 
tion of the soul, arising from 
tie hope or possession of some 
benefit. Religious joy is the 
delight and satisfaction of the 
soul in its union with God 
in Christ, as the greatest and 
highest good. 

JUBILEE. An extraor- 
dinary festival held every sev 
enth sabbatical year. It com 
menoed on the day of aUni^ 
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Bent, and was like the sab- 
batical year, but more im- 
portant. All debts were can- 
celled, and even those slaves 
who had voluntarily relin- 
4]aished their freedom at the 
end of six years' service were 
liberated. The whole state of 
society was now in some de- 
gree reorganized, b(y universal 
jrestiUitien $ no family could, 
therefore, be doomed to per- 
petual poverty. The value 
of estates, of course, diminish- 
ed in proportion to the near- 
ness of the jubilee. Houses 
in wailed towns, except those 
which belonged to the Levites, 
did n6t revert to their origi- 
nal owners in the jubilee. 
Lev. zxv. 29,30. 

The laws concerning the 
sabbatical year and the ju- 
bilee afford a decisive proof 
of the divine mission of Moses 3 
for what lawgiver in his senses 
would have enacted a statute 
which required a special inter- 
position of Heaven to facilitate 
its execution 7 The jubilee 
tended to preserve the dis- 
tinction of tribes, by rendering 
it necessary for families to 
preserve their genealogies. 
Thus was the family of the 
Messiah certainly known. Dr. 
Hales, the chrooologist, makes 
one of the years of our Sa- 
viour's ministry to have been 
the jubilee, which gave the 
people great opportunity for 
attending to his instructions* 
I^e iv. 18, 19. 

JUDAS, called Iscariot, 
•fffobably from bh<ariotUi, 
It 



" the man who has the bag.** 
There is no reason to suppose 
his appearance of piety was 
ever, to human eye, less than 
that of the other disciples. 
AAer bis dreadful apostasy, 
he hang himself in despair; 
bat the cord or the limb of 
the tree breaking, he fell, burst 
open, and died miserably. 

JUDAS or JUDE, the same 
as Thaddeus Lkbsxus, 
brother of James the Less. 
Matt. X. 3. He was one of 
the twelve aposdes^ He 
wrote an EpUtU, which bears 
his name, and is intended 
chiefly to guard believers a- 
gainst false teachers. 

JUDEA, or Jewrt, aname 
now applied to the whole of 
Canaan, which was never so 
called till afler the captivity. 
Sometimes the whole land of 
Canaan seems in the New 
Testament to have been called 
Judea, Gal. i. 22 ; but more 
properly it was divided into 
GaliUtf Samaria and Judea. 
Judea, thus taken, contained 
the original portions of the 
tribes of Judah, Benjamin, 
Dan, and Simeon. It con- 
sisted of three parts : the plain 
country on the west 3 the hill 
country southward of Jerusa- 
lem; and the south, toward 
the borders of the land of E- 
dom. Matt. iii. 1. Acts ii. 9. 
See Canaan. 

JUDGES. 1. Officers of 
law and justice. The Jews 
had three courts. (1.) A court 
of three of seven petty judges, 
who decided small eases. (2.) 
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A court of 23, whose power 
in some cases extended to life 
and death. (3.) The great 
Sanhedrim, which determined 
the highest cases, and was 
the last appeal. It consisted 
of 70 judges, of which the 
high priest was president. 
Each court had cognizance of 
.both civil and ecclesiastical 



2. Extraordinary men, rais- 
ed up by Jehovah, to deliver 
Israel from oppression, be- 
fore they had a king. When 
the nation sinned, it was pun- 
ished by anarchy, invasion, 
or conquest 3 but when it had 
I>een duly humbled, a deliverer 
was found. 

The following is a list of 
the judges in their order, with 
the length of their administra- 
tion, and the times of the in- 
tervening oppressions. 

Years. 
Othniel jtui;sr^ israd,. ... 40 
Oppression efMoab,,,. 18 

Ehud, 80 

Oppregsidn cfPhUistia,. 1 

Shamgar,^.- / 1 

Oppression of Canaan,,. 90 

Deborah and Barak, 4D 

Oppression of MieUan, . . 7 

Gideon, 40 

Abimelechy^ 3 

Tola....... 23 

Jair 22 

Oppression tfAmmon,., 18 

Jephthafa,.. 6 

Ibzan, 7 

Elon, i 10 

Abdon, 8 

BIJ, 40 

Opprossion ^Plulistia,, 90 
Bunuel, 19 

456 



The apostle Paul at^, 
that the period during which 
Israel was governed by judgw 
was " about 450 years." Acts 
xiii. 20. 

The Book or JuDCEsfomn 
an important part in the hif- 
tory of Israel ; and iadepen* 
dently of the ample proofs of 
its authenticity found in its 
style, and in its being quoted 
by both Old and New Testa- 
ment writers, the transactions 
it records are confirmed by 
traditions current among the 
heathen. Thus we find the 
memorial of Gideon's transac- 
tions preserved by Sancho- 
niaiho. The VtUpinariaf or 
feast of the foxes, celebrated 
by the Ro'mans in the monUi 
of April, (the time of the Jew- 
ish harvest,) in which .they let 
loose foxes, to whose tails 
were fastened burning torches, 
was derived from the story of 
Samson. In the history of 
Samson and Delilah, we find 
the original of Nisus and his 
daughters, who ~ cut off- those 
fatal hairs upon which victory 
depended. Dr. A. Clarke has 
fully shown' that Samson is 
the original and essential Her- 
cules of pagan mythology. 

JUDGMENT, that faculty 
of the soul, by which it per- 
ceives the relation between 
two or more ideas, and dis- 
cerns right from wrong; the 
solemn action and trial at the 
great and last day, Eccl. xii. 
14 'y Jud. 6 ', the sentence or de- 
cision of a ju<%e^ 1 Kings iii. 
283 the remarkable punish 



,y Google 



JUP 



195 



KAD 



nents of God, Prov. xtz. 29 -, 
afflictions and chastisements 
for trial and profitable instruc- 
tions, 1 Pet. iv. 17 ; sentiment 
or opinion, 1 Cor. i. 10 j ad- 
vice, 1 Cor. vii. 25; the gos- 
pel of kingdom of grace, Matt, 
zii. 20 ; the skill, knowledge 
or understanding which a per- 
son has attained in an^ art, 
science or business 3 a court 
of justice existing among the 
Jews in the time of our Sa- 
viour, which had cognizance 
of petty causes only, and to 
which there is an allusion 
Matt. V. 22. 

JUNIPER, an evergreen, 
not unlike the cedar, and some- 
times called by that name. 
Whether this was the exact 
tree meant by the Hebrew 
word RoTHEH, is very un- 
certuB. It occurs only 1 
Kings xix. 4, 5 ; Job xxx. 4, 
and Ps. cxx. 4. 

JUPITER, the principal 
deity of the ancient heathens. 
Perhaps the name is derived 
from Ja, or Jehovah, and pater, 
father. There were many Ju- 
piters. Three were princi- 
pally famous-— the son of 
iEther, the son of Coelus, and 
chiefly, the son of Saturn. 
Historians discover that he 
i^as son to a kin? of Crete, 
who lived about the thne of 
Moses, .and was one of the 
most wicked wretches that 
ever breathed, though his port 
and bearing is iaJways describ- 
ed as dignified and command- 
ing. The heathens, however, 
whose theology was chiefly 



derived from the fictions of 
their poets, believed that he 
had the government of heaven 
and earth ; and that under him 
Neptune ruled the sea, and 
Pluto was king of hell. The 
noble demeanor of Barqabas, 
and his miracles, made the 
citizens of Lystra imagine that 
Jupiter had visited them. Acts 
xiv. 11. 

JUSTIFY, to clear a per- 
son from the charge of guilt j 
to make his innocence appear } 
to acquit a sinner from the 
guilt or punishment of sin, by 
pardon, through the imputa- 
tion of Christ's righteousness. 
Rom. iii. 28, and v. 9. The 
word never signifies to render 
holy. This is done by sanctifi- 
catioii, which is righteousness 
imparted by the Holy Ghost, 
and acquired by the believer. 
Justification is by righteous- 
ness imputed. Man cannot be 
justified legally,- Rom. iii. 20) 
Gal. ii. 16 ; but evanrelieally, 
Rom. v. 1 ; and this u said to 
be by grace freely, Rom. iii. 
24 J Tit. iii. 7 5 by faith. Gal. 
iii. 8 ', by Christ, ii. 16 3 by hit 
blood, Rom. v. 9. 



K. 

KAB. See Cab 
KA'DESH, Kedesh, or 

Ka'desh-bar'kea, a place 
on the south of Canaan, about 
24 miles south from Hebron, 
ahd on the edge of the wilder 
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ncss of Paran. Numb. vil. 16. 
It was anciently called En- 
MICBPAT, or iVell o/Judg' 
ment, because there the Ca- 
naauites bad judged their peo- 
ple near to a well. Gen. xiv. 
7. Some authors suppose it 
was the same as Rithmah. 
Numb, xzxiii. 18. 

KAI^MONITES, a tribe 
of Canaanites, east of Jordan, 
near Mount Hennon. Gen. 
XV. 19. CadmuSf the famous 
hiventor of .the Greek alpha- 
bet, is thought to have emi- 
grated from this country. 

KEDAR; a son of Ishmael, 
and father of the Kedarenes, 
who resided about the south 
parts of Arabia the Desert, 
ordinarily in tents, but some- 
times in villages, and whose 
glory and wealth chiefly con- 
sisted in their flocks and herds. 
Song i. 5. Isa. xlii. 11 $ and 
xxi. 16, 17. 

KEDRON. SeeCEDROir. 

KEN'ITES, a tribe of Ara- 
bians, whose border extended 
west of the Dead Sea. 1 Sam. 
XV. 6. 

KING, the sovereign of a 
nation. His power, in some 
countries, is limited by law, 
and a senate or parliament. In 
others it is absolute. The kings 
mentioned in early Scripture 
were very petty princes, whose 
power often extended no fur- 
ther than a single city. The 
Lord himself was Israel's 
king, u^til they became dis- 
contented, abd Saul was 
given to be their ruler. 

The following is a table of 



the kings of the Hebrews, both 
before and after their division 
into the governments of Judak 
and Israel >-* 

Saul reigned 40 yean. 
David " 40 " 

Solomon « 40 '< 
Rehoboam <* 1 " 

Kings of Judah. 

Sehoboam reigned 17 yeanu 

Abijam ^ 3 " 

Aaa *< 41 « 

JehoBhaphat '< S7 ** 

Jehoram " 8 *< 

Abaziab <« 1 ** 

Athaliah *« 6 «« 

Jehoosh " 40 « 

Amaziah *< 99 " 

Uzziah »* 58 " 

Jotham " 16 « 

Ahaz « 16 " 

Hezekiah <* 99 ** 

Manasseh " 55 "v 

Ammon " 9 " 

Josiah « 31 " 

Jehoiakim " 11 " 

Jehoiakin ** 3 months 

Zedekiah ** 11 years. 

Kings of Israel* . 

Jeroboam reigned 99 yean. 

Nadab « 9 *« 

Baaaha " 94 " 

Elah " 9 « 

Zimri *« 7 daya. 

Omri <* 6 years. 

Ahab « 99 «< 

Ahaziah " 1 *< 

Joram " 19 ^ 

Jehu *< 98 " 

Jeboehas « 17 ** 

Jeboash " 41 " 

Jeroboam II. <* 41 " 

Zechariah ** 6 months 

Shalium « 1 " 

Menahim ** 10 yean. 

Pekaiah ** 9 *« 

Pekah " 90 " 

Hosea carried captive. 

KINGDOM, (1.) The ter- 
ritories of a king; (2.) Royal 
power and dominion, Whei* 
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llie word oecon in the New 
•Testament, it is generally sy-~ 
■onymoas with reign. Matt, 
ill. 2, 5, 19, 20 3 xiii. 47, &c. 

The two Books of Kings 
are thought to have been di- 
gested into their present form 
by Ezraf from records and 
writings by the various kingSf 
scribes, and prophets, men- 
tioned in them. 

KIR, (1.) AcityofMoab, 
Isa. zv. 1, caired also Kir- 
ttARESETH, and KiR-pA* 
RXTH, Isa. svi. 7, 11, an4 
KiR-HSRES, Jer. xlviii. 31. 
(2.) A city of Assyria. Amos 
i.6. 2Kmgszvi.9. (3.) A 
eity of Media. Isa. zzii. 6. . 

KIR'JATH-JE'ARIM, or 
KiRJATH-BAAL, was acity of 



the Gibeonites, 10 miles north- 
west of JerussJem. Here the 
ark of God abode 80 years 
afler it had been restored by 
the Philistines. 

KISHON, a river rising at 
the foot of Mount Tabor, pass- 
ing by the base of Mount Car- 
mel, through the plain of Es- 
draelon, and falling into the 
sea at a place called Caypha. 
On its banks was fought the fa- 
mous battle in which 10,000 
Hebrews, under Deborah and 
Barak, routed the vast host of 
Canaanites under Sisera, and 
freed Israel from a grievous 
oppression of 20 years. 
KITE,the same asVuLTURE. 
KNEADING TROUGHS. 
The word so rendered means a 




|!Ousd piece of leather with loop i and a leathern thong by which 
^es in the circumference, I it can be drawn together as a 
12* 
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purse, and slang oyer the 
shoulder, or hung on a eanel. 
Spread on the ground, it an- 
swers for a table and table- 
cloth, and contains the frar- 
ments when the meal is finish- 
ed. The description, £z. zii. 
34, is entirely incompatible 
wkh a wooden bowl; for the 
<< trough," asitis rendered, was 
<< bound up b their elothes 
upon their shoulders." Ex. 
▼lii. 3. An exact idea of this 
utensil may be had from the 
picture. 

KNOP, a tufted top 3 a 
knot; a cluster. 

KOHATH, the second son 
of Levi. His descendants 
were called XbAotAt^. Their 
business was, to carry on their 
shoulders the ark, and other 
sacred utensils of the taber- 
nacle; but Uiey were not, 
under pain of death, allowed 
to look into any of these, ex- 
cept the brazen laver. Ex. 
vi. 16^-25. Numb. X. 21. 



L. 

LA'MECH is supposed to 
be the first person who had 
more than one wife. Gen. iv. 
S3. The speech made to his 
wives is so oppositely con- 
strued by critics, and of so 
little importance now, that no 
remarks here would be nsefhl. 

LAMENTATIONS, a 
book of Scripture, written by 



Jeremiah, after the Inmblii 
he had foretold in the book 
called by his name, had ovei^ 
taken Israel. 

LAMP. The lamps of the 
ancients were of various kinds. 
Those used at wedding pro- 
cessions, consisted of pieees 
of old linen, squeezed haid 
against .one another in « 
round figure, and forcibly 
thrust down into ci mould of 
copper." Those who beM 
them have in the other hand 
a pitcher, with a narrow neck 
and stopper, ftdl of oil, of 
which they ponr from time to 
time on the linen. This ex 
plains Christ's declaration, 
that he will '< not quench the 
smoking flax," Matt. xii. 30; 
and shows why the foolish 
virgins needed ** oil in .their 
vessels," Malt. xxv. 4. 

LANGUAGE was origi- 
nally given to man by his 
Creator, and afterwards bro- 
ken into a multitude of tongues 
at Babel. The Hebrew, it is 
almost certain, was the lan- 
guage of Adam and Eve. 
In it most of the Old Testa- 
ment is, written. After the de- 
struction and final dispersion 
of the Jewish nation, it ceased 
to be the vernacular tongue of 
the Jews, and is now a dead 
language; that is, it is no 
one's common speech. 

LAODICE'A, a city of 
Phrygia, in Asia Minor, 42 
miles south of Ephesus. It 
was anciently called JHotpq- 
Us, and then Rhoat ; but Se- 
leucus, or perhaps Antioehns* 
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die S3rro-Qreciaii king, re- 
built it, and called it Laodi- 
ceOf after his wife. It was 
destroyed by an earthquake, 
in the tenth year of Nero, a. 
D. 65, but soon rose from its 
rains. A Christian church 
was early planted in this 
place. Rev. i. 11. It is now 
utterly desolate and uninhab- 
Tted. Extensive ruitts, haunt- 
ed by wolves and jackals, 
are yet to be seen. The na- 
tives calf the place Ladiky, 
An adjacent village is called 
EakihuMr, where a few Chris- 
tians Were found in 1820. 

LAPWING. The bird so 
called in our translation, is 
undoubtedly the/ioopoe, a very 
oeautiAil bird, but very dis- 
gusting in its hahits. The 
LXX. render it epopah^ and 
the Vulgate upupa^ both which 
names are expressive of its 
loud note. The word occurs 
only in Lev. xi. 19, and Deut. 
xiv. 8. 

LATTICE, a window made 
of bars crossing each other. 
Jud. V. 28. 

L AVEK, a vessel for wash- 
ing. The laver which stood 
in the enclosure of the taber- 
nacle, was made of the fine 
brazen mirrors which the He- 
brew women gave for the ser- 
vice of the tabernacle. Solo- 
mon had one made of Vast 
size, supported by 12 brazen 
oxen, which was called the 
moUen sea. 1 Kings Vii. S3 — . 
26. It was nearly fifty feet 
in circumference, and eight 
fhet deep. It held water for 



the priests to wash ibeit 
hands and feet with, having 
cocks by which the water ran 
inlo basins. He also made 
ten of inferior size, placed 
near the entrance of the t«B* 
pie, for the washing of the 
offerings. 2 Chrbn. iv. 6. 

LAW. (1.) A rale direct, 
iiig and obliging a ratioaal 
creature in moral and re- 
ligious actions, Prov. xxvlii. 
4. (2.) The whole doetrin^ 
delivered by God to hii 
church, contained in the Old 
and New Testaments. (3.) 
The principles of reason, or 
the law of nature written on 
a man's heart. Rom. ii. 14. 
(4.y The decalogue, or ten 
commandments. Rom. ii. 25, 
vii. 7, (5.) The precepU of 
God in regard to the Jews, 
John i. 17, which are divided 
into moral, or those binding 
ail men ) ceremonial, or those 
which prescribed the Jewish 
ritual ; and eivU, or those 
which related to the gover»> 
ment of the Jews asu nation. 
(6.) The doctrine of the gos- 
pel. Rom. iii. 27. 

LAWYER, one versed in 
the laws. As the Jews had 
no written laws except those 
contained in the Old Testa- 
ment, a lawyer among them 
was a person familiar with 
Scripture, and whose busi- 
ness it was to expound it. 

LAZARUS, (l.)The broth- 
er of Martha, who was raised 
from the dead by his Lord. 
John xL xii. (2.) A character 
described by the Ssvioor, in 
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Ui parable of the rich And 
poor man. Lnkejyi, Hence 
beggars are now eaUed in Eu- 
rope Laxarom. A receptacle 
for the sick is called, for the 
same reason, a Lazaretto, or 
Laxar'hpuse, 

LEAD , was very early 
known, Ex, xv. 10, and was 
osed, among other purposes, 
to write upon. From Jer. y'u 
29, and Ezek. xxii. 17,22, we 
perceive it was then used in 
refining metals. It'was used 
by the Romans to sheath 
their vessels, being fastened 
with bronze nails. 

LEASING, falsehoods, 
lies. Ps. iv. 25 V. 6. 

Leaven, a substance 
jjf ed to make bread light by 
producing fermentation. To 
jlhis are compared the doc- 
trues of the gospel, Matt. xiii. 
?3, on account of their silent 
extension and powerful ef- 
fects in the world. It is also 
applied to erroneous doctrines 
and vicious practices ; as of 
Ahe Pharisees and ^adducees. 
Ifa^. xiri, 6, 12, 1 Cor. v. 6. 

LEBANiON, a famous 
range of jnountains in the 
north of Canaai}. At the top 
grew cedars, and at the base 
excellent vines. There are 
Awo. ridges,, the eastern, called 
by the Greeks Anti-Libamu, 
and the western, or Proper 
Libamu, /which runs nearly 
parallel to the coast of the 
Great Sea. From hence 
Solomon's workmen /' brought 
great stones, costly stpnes, 
and hewed stones, to lay the 



foundation of the boose.'' 1 
Kings V. 14^18. Mines of 
iron and copper were worked 
here. I>eut. viii. 9. The 
highest summits, which ate 
probably about 12,000 feet 
above the level of the ocean, 
are always covered with snow, 
from which descend in sum- 
mer sweet and refreshing 
rivulets on every side. The 
principal range extepds, some- 
what in the form of a cres- 
cent, from Cilicia to Esdrae- 
lon, a distance of 50 leagues. 
A spur of this mountain next 
the Holy Land is called Her- 
men. Another spur to the 
eastward is Mount CHlead, 
where Laban overtook Jacob. 
Gen. xxxi. 25. 

LEEK, a plant very simi- 
lar in shape and qualities to 
the onion. The thick stalk 
is eaten raw, and "\s highly 
prized. The seed is made 
into bread. Its bulbous root 
is boiled and eaten like pota- 
toes. The word occurs 
in our translation only in 
Numb. xi. 5. The original 
term chatxir is in most other 
places rendered <<^0««." Ps. 
xxxvii. 2, &c. In Isa. xix. 
6, it is repdeirpdjffiit^s, which 
Lowth says should be lotus, 
the fanv>tts water-lily of E- 

LEES, dregs. Lees of old 
wine were so highly valued 
anciently as not to be sold 
with the liquor, unless it were 
expressly agreed. When 
wine a year old was 'Jut into 
a cask with the old ees,it 



,y Google 



LEP 



141 



LET 



looke4 muddy for a while, 
Imt they soon subsided, ear- 
lyin^ all impurities to the bot- 
tom. Hence **mne on the 
lees** is noted as so excellent. 
Isa. XXV. 6. 

LEGION, in the Roman 
anay, was a body of soldiers, 
consisting of ten cohorts, or 
six thousand men. It seems, 
however, to have varied in 
the number of men, at differ- 
ent periods of t|me. In the 
case of the demoniac, Mark 
v. 9, the word seems to be used 
for an indefinite multitude* 

LENTILES, a sort of pulse 
like pease, much esteemed by 
the ancients. 2 Sam. xvii. 
28. Dr. Shaw says that, in 
Egypt, beans, lentiles and gar- 
vancoes are the chief of the 
pulse kind, and, when stewed 
with oil and garliQ, are the 
principal food of persons of 
alK ranks. Lentiles make a 
pottage of a chocolate color. 
This was the <^red pottage,'' 
for which Esau exchanged his 
birthright. Gen. xxv. £^. 

LEOPARD, a beast of 
prey, equal in size to a large 
dog 5 beautifully spotted, and 
exceedingly fierce, cruel, and 
rapacious. 'The happy peace 
which shall distinguish Mes- 
siah's kingdom, is beautifially 
predicted by the figure of the 
leopard lying down with the 
kid. isa. xi. 6. 

LEPROSY, one of the 
most calamitous of all dis- 
eases, but nol oflen found in 
cold countries. Its first at- 
tack is on the skin, but at last 



it affects the. whole system 
Patients often lire many 
years, but are seldom if ever 
cured. It is not now very 
common any where, but it 
found among the Arabs, and 
generally over the East. At 
Scio, Howard found a hos- 
pital expressly for patients 
laboring under this malady. 
It contained 120 persons, 
lodged in separate roomr. 
The symptoms and progress 
of the infection are fully de- 
scribed- in the law of Moses* 
Lev. xiii. 

LET is expressive, (1.) 
of command, <1 Kings xviii. 
40'} (2.) of entreaty, Pt. 
ixix.'G ; (3.) of permission, 
Josh. xxiv. 28 J <4.) of in- 
trusting, or assigning by lease. 
Song viii. 11 ; (5.) to hin- 
der, or keep back, Isa. xliii. 
13 J 2Thess.ii. 7. 

LETTER, a mark used as 
the representative of a sound. 
The ancient Egyptians wrote 
in hieroglyphics. The Chi- 
nese use letters, which, in- 
stead of signifying simple 
sounds, signify words. It n 
said they ainomit 16 80,000$ 
making it immensely difficult 
ibr a foreigner to learn the 
language* The Hebrew let- 
ters, from which all other 
alphabets except th^ Chinese 
seem to have been originally 
derived, are an invention so 
wonderful and useful, as to 
make it almost certain that 
they were the gifl of God ; 
probably in the tables of the 
law given tt> Moses. 
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LEVIATHAN. Probably 
the animal meant by this 
name 19 the crocodile, which 
IS a creature every way terri- 
ble, growing pften to the 
length of thirty feet. It is 
shaped like the lizard, and 
lays its eggs in the sand to be 
hatched by the sun. By the 
kind providence, of Qod, the 
ichneumon is fond of these 
eggs, and discovers and de* 
«troys great quantities of them. 
.Were it not for this, they 
would dreadfiilly increase. 

LEVITE, one of the tribe 
of Levi J an inferior minister 
in the Jewish temple; by 
which title he is distinguished 
from the -priest, who, though 
likewise of the race of Levi, 
yet was descended from Aaron, 
whose posterity were employ- . 
ed in the higher offices. 

LEVITICUS, the third 
book of the Old Testament ; 
J80 called chiefly because it 
contains the various laws of 
tb^ Hebrews, especially the 
sacrifices, the charge of which 
was committed to the LeviteSf 
out of whom were taken the 
priests. In the Arabic and 
Syriac versions, it is called 
the law of the priests. With- 
out this book, inany parts of 
the NewTestament,especia]ly 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
could^ot be fully understood. 

LIBERTINES, free men, 
an appellation given to such 
Jews as bad obtained, by birth 
or otherwise, the freedom of 
a Roman city; or, in other 
wordS; the rights of a Rpman 



citizen. Acts vi. 9. It wai 
a birthright of Paul. AeU 
xzii. 38. 

LIBERTY, the power to 
do, or forbear to do ; freedom, 
as opposed to slavery, or to 
necessity 3 deliverance from 
any bondage ; freedom from 
the veil of ignorance and 
spiritual blindness, from the 
curse and yoke of the law, 
and frotn the slavery of sin ; 
a power of choice in using 
things indifferent. 1 Cor. 
viti. 9. 

LIBYA, a part of Africa, 
bordering on Egypt, famous 
for its armed chariots and 
horses. 2 Chron. zvi. 8. 

LIGHT, (1.) That pure 
brightness which is every 
where diffused by the rays of 
the sun, and is the medium of 
vision. (2.) God, who ia a 
being of infinite wisdom, truth, 
holiness, purity, &c. 1 John 
i. 6. (3.) Jesus Christ, who 
is the Fountain and Author of 
all knowledge, both natural 
and spiritual. Luke ii. 92. 
John i. 9. (4.) The word of 
God, and saving knowledge 
of it> which conducts and 
gvides Christians in this world, 
and points out the way to 
eternal happiness. Ps. cxix. 
106. Matt, iv., 16. 2 Pet. i. 
19. (6.) The apostles or min- 
isters of the gospel, who as- 
sist others, and direct them to 
Christ and salvation. Matt, v 
14, 16. (6.) Christians, who 
are enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit, and bre a light unto tha 
world. Lukexvi.8. £ph.v.8^ 
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LmHl*NmG,the flash of 
the Electric fluid, as it passes 
flrbin one cloud to another; or 
from any hbdy overcharged 
with it; to one which has less. 
The report it makes is called 
thunder J and is but one crack, 
though its echoei^from clbud 
to clond; give it a continued, 
rumbling noise. The poit^r 
^nd wrath of God ar^' often 
represented by thunder and 
lightning. Job zxxvii. 5—^. 
Ps. zviii. 12. Dan. z. 6, 
&c. • 

LION ALOE, a small tree, 
8 or 10 feet high, from both 
the flower and the wood of 
which a rich and costly per- 
fume* is still obtained in the 
East< Ps. iflvi 9. Cant. iv. 
14. 

LIGURE, a precious stone \ 
but of ttrhat ezact kind, it is 
now difficult to ascertain. It 
is generally thought by learn- 
ed men to .be the leschem. a 
gem of a deep red color, resem- 
bling the carbuncle. It was 
the first in the third row of the 
high priest's breast-plate, and 
bad the name of Gad inscribed 
on it. It occurs in Ex. ixviii. 
19, and xxtix. 12, only. 

LILY, a well-knoWn and 
beautiful plant, of which there 
are mdny varieties. ' The 
fields of the Levant are over- 
run with the superb amaryllis 
Intea, to which probacy our 
Baviour alludes, Matt. Vi. 30. 
As the scarcity of fuel 6bliges 
the inhabitants to use every 
sort of combustible matter, the 
withered stalks of these and 



other flowers are used for 
ovens, &c; 

By the " lily of the valley," 
we are not io understand the 
humble flower so called with 
us, but the noble flower of the 
larger kind. The lily men- 
tioned Cant. ii. 2. v. 13, seems 
to be the crowti imperial, or 
Persian lily. The drop of 
sWeet liquoiT alluded to, is the 
roscid n^ctdr always found sLt 
the bottota Of this flptver. 

LIM£, a friable substance 
derived from calcining shells^ 
and , certain species of stone. 
It must have been known very 
early as a cement,, being 
spoken of as such, Deut zxvii. 
2 and 4, and Isa. xxxiii. 12. 

LINEN, cloth made Of flax, 
it-ell known at a very early 
period. In Ex. xxV. 4, the 
word so rendered probably 
means cotton. Specimens of 
cotton cloth are foilnd on the 
oldest mummies. 

LINTEL, that part of a 
door frame which crosses the 
door overhead. 

LION, the noblest of ani- 
mals. It is found only in tor- 
rid climates, and much less 
numerous now than formerly. 
It lives 60 or 80 ye&rs, but is 
not prolific. The allusions to 
its strength,, courage, vora 
ciousness, generosity, &,c. in 
Scripture, are very numerous. 
His rage is tremendous. Job 
iv. 11, Pr0v.txx.30. Amosiii.8. 

Lions were sent by Jeho- 
Vah to chastise the profaners 
of his chosen heritage. 2 
KingBxvii. 2d,26. The peo- 
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flehamUed themselves, and 
adopted the Jewish laws and 
wonbip, at first in addition to 
their heathen institations, but 
afterward exclusively. These 
were the SflmaritanM, 

The " Lion of the tribe of 
Judah*' is Jesus Christ, who 
will mightily destroy th* en- 
emies of his ehurch, and gra- 
ciously receive such as submit 
themselves. Rev. r. 5. 

LIZARD oceufi Lev. xi. 
90, and is no doubt the aninml 
i;ow called by thai name. 

LO, the same as took, bekudd. 

LOCUST, an insect well 
known among us, which in 
the £as( is often five or six 
inches long, and of the thick- 
ness of .a roan^s thumb. Its 
bead. is shaped like that of a 
horse. Joel ii. 4. The mouth 
is large, and fufnisbed with 
four incisive teeth, which trav- 
erse each other like scissors. 
The noise by a flock of themi 
eating, is compared by Joel 
(ii. 6.) to the crackling sound 
of fire among stubble, and by 
modern travellers to the rat* 
tling of hail stones. The 
prophetical writings of the Old 
Testament abound with allu- 
sions to this insect as one of 
God's most dreadful scourges. 
All travellers in the East speak 
tff the occasional ravages of 
this insect. The swarms are 
often a mile in length, dark- 
ening the day as they pass 
over, and forming a thickness 
of several inches- when they 
Mtde on the earth. Nothmg 
ciB impede their Biarch 3 they 



fill op the deepest trenekes, 
extinguish fires, and clinb 
walls. . All verdure disap- 
pears, and the country \o6n 
as if burnt over with fire. Ex. 
X. 4—19. 

Pliny states that in Ethio- 
pia aid Partbia, they were 
generally eaten as wholesome 
and agreeable food. The 
law of Moset. pronounced 
them lawfid to be eaten. Lev. 
xi. 22. John the Baptist ate 
locusts while in the wilder- 
ness. Mark i. 6. Bnt whether 
these were the insects so call- 
ed, or the sweet pulpy pods 
of a tree, is not fully agreed. 
The modern Arabs catch great 
quantities, which they cook in 
various ways, removing the 
legs and wings, and adding 
oil, salt, &c. Jackson, in 
his account of Morocco, state» 
that locusts are there esteem- 
ed a g^eat delicacy, and dur- 
ing the time of their swarming, 
are served up at the principal 
tables. 

LOG, a Hebrew liquid 
measure, containing about a 
pint. Lev. xiv. 10. 

LOINS, the lower region 
of the back. The Orientals, 
who wear long robes, are 
obliged, when they apply 
themselves to any business, 
to use a girdle. Hence to 
have the ^Uoins girded," is* 
the same as to be in readinesa 
for action. Luke xii. 36. 
Eph. vi. 14. 

LOOKING-GLASS. See 

MiRKOB. 

LORD, a name ef Qod, 
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oftiin given in Scripture to 
Jesus Christ. When the word 
is fountl in our translation 
printed in small capitals, it 
always stands for the Hebrew 
word JsHOYAH. The word, 
in restricted seiises, is applied 
to those K^Uo possess authori- 
ty, as a husband. Gen. zviii. 
12 3 a master, John xv. 15 -, a 
prince, Gen. xxiv. 18. 

LOT, the son of Haran, 
and nephew of Abraham; 
and, as we 8uppose> brother 
of Sarah. After the death of 
bis father, he lived and travel- 
led with Abraham. Gen. zi. 
31. 

LOTS, things cast or drawn 
in order to determine a point 
in debate. It is a solemn ap- 
peal to God, foi' Bfi immediate 
interposal of his directive 
power, for determining an af- 
fair; and^ on that account, 
ought to be used in nothing 
but what is important, and 
cannot otherwise be peace- 
fully determined; and then 
to be used with reverence and 
prayer. Prov. zvi. S3 j xviti< 
18. AcU i. 24-26. 1 Sam; 
xiv. 41. 

LOVfe, a natural affectioh 
of the mind, inclining us to 
esteem, or delight in an ob- 
ject ; a gracious principle or 
habit wrought in the soul by 
God, which inclines us to 
obey him, to seek communion 
with him, and to study to pro- 
mote his glory, and disposes 
us to do good to all. 

LOW, not rising far up- 
wards, Ezek. xvii. 6, 24 ; not 
13 



elevated in situation, Isa. 
±xxii. 19 ; not high in rank, 
Jobv. 11; Lake i. 48, fiS; 
humble, not proud, Exek. 
xsi. S6. " Lower parts of the 
earth,'' in Isa. ^tv. 23, signify 
the valleys ; in Ps. Ixiii. 9, 
£ph. iv; 9, the grave, or the 
state of the dead. 

LU'CiFEU, literally a/^^- 
giver. The name occurs but 
once in our translation, and 
diere must mean the king of 
Babylon. Princes are oftefi 
called 9tart in the Bible, and 
the king of Babylon Was thus 
distinguished' above others, 
9a y^iis (formerly called 
Lucifer) is among stars; Some 
of the fathers thought this pas- 
sage meant Satan, and hence 
he is now frequently called 
Lucifer. 

LUHITH, a city of Moab. 
Isa. XV. 5. Its name in Jose- 
phus and Ptoleniy is Lifssa, 

LUKE was a native of 
Antioch in Syria, and a phy- 
sician. He wrote n6t only 
the Gospel which is called by 
his name, but the Acts of the 
Apostles. His language is 
exceedingly pure and classi- 
cal. 

LUKEWARM, neither cold 
nor hot. This state is de- 
scribed as inexpressibly loath- 
some to Christ ; but alas ! 
great numbers of professors 
are obviously, and habitually, 
lukewarm. Rev. iii. 16. 

LUST, or derirej a. temi 
used in Scripture for any de* 
praved inclination, such ai 
revenge, coveiousness, envy 
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malice, intiontiuence, &c. 
When it is said '' the spirit 
lusteth against the flesh," U 
means that the spirit excites 
desires contrary to fleshly and 
carnal appetites.- Gal. v. 17. 
This conflict of desires con- 
stitutes part of the Christian 
warfare. The mortiflcation 
of lusts is a prominent part 
of our duty, Rom. viii. 13 j 1 
Cor. ix. 27 j Col. iii. 6 ; and 
beings of course most diflUcult 
when first attempted, makes a 
religious life most arduous at 
the outsets 

I.YCAO'NIA has Cappa- 
docia OB the east, Galatiia on 
the north, Phrygia on the 
west, and Pisidia on the south. 
A remarkable lake exists in 
this province, called Tatta, 
and by the modems Tuzla, 
which yields salt. Its chief 
cities were Iconium, Derbe, 
and Lystra. The present 
name of this province is Cora- 
mania. ^ 

LYC'IA, or Lysia, a pro- 
vince of AsiaMinor, having the 
Mediterranean on the south, 
and Pamphylia on the north. 

LYDDA, a large village of 
city, not far from Joppa, Acts 
ix. 38, eminent for its schools 
of learned Jews. It was 
burnt by CeatiuSf while its 
males were gone to Jerusi^lem 
to the feast of tabernacles; 
God, ailer the crucifixion, not 
taking the care of them at these 
times as he had formerly 
done. It is now called Dios- 
polis. 



M. 

MACEDONIA, a \&g9 
country north of Gr££cx, 
peopled by the descendants 
of Javan, and formerly called 
Emathia. It was bounded by 
the mountains of Heemus on 
the north, the ^gean Sea oa 
the east, Achaia on the south, 
and the Adriatic Sea on the 
west. Its metropolis was 
Thessalomca. t)ne of its 
mountains was the famous 
Olympus. Several other 
countries, however, had moun- 
iains so caMed, and esteemed 
sacred. It was a famous 
monarchy under Philip, and 
Alexander the Great, who con- 
querc^d Greece, Persid, and a 
part of Judea. About a. m. 
3856, it became a part of the 
great Roman empire, and con- 
tinued so 1600 yeaars, when 
the Ottoman Turks conquered 
it. Paul planted the gospel 
here, and the Christians con- 
tributed very generously to 
their suffering brethren at 
Jerusalem. Christianity has 
never been wholly eradicated 
from Macedonia, though the 
Turks have been cruel mas- 
ters and persecutors. 

MACHPE'LAH, the cave 
where Abraham was buried, 
was hear Hebron. 

MAG'DALA, a city or tcr 
ritory on the margin of Lake 
Gennesareth ; either the same 
as Dalmanutha, or very near 
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•I. Compare Matt. xv. 39, 
Mth Mark viii. 10. Mary 
Magdalene was so called 
from having lived here. 

magicians/ or Magi. 
See Wise Men. 

MA'GOG. See Gog. 

MALACHI, the last af the 
prophets of the Old Tfesta- 
ment. He flourished aAer the 
rebuilding of Jerusalem and 
the temple by Nehemiah, and 
was cotemporary with Plato, 
the philosopher ; Cimon, the 
Athenian general 5 AiiItr- 
TJSLV8, king of Egypt, and Da- 
rius NOTHUS, king of Per- 
sia. With him the prophet- 
ical office seems to have ceas- 
ed for nearly 400 years j that 
Is, till Messiah came. About 
40 years after the delivery of 
his prophecy, was born Aris- 
totle, the philosopher. 

MALLOWs, a plant very 
asefjil in medicine. One spe- 
cies grows to about the size 
of Indian com. What plant is 
meant. Job vac. 4, where 
alone the word occurs, is not 
certain. It is evidently food 
for poor people, and may 
therefore be the halimuSf a 
saltish plant, growing wild 
on poor land, which . is eaten 
iti Syria and elsewhere, as we 
do greens. 

MAMMON, a Syriac word 
signifying ric^« or treasure. 
No man can ** serve God and 
mammon ;" t. e. no one can 
serve God, while his great aim 
and desire is to heap up, 
enjoy, and retain worldly 
wealth.' Mati.vi. ^. 



MAN. The Hebrew woM 
for man is Enosh, that is, 
wretched, to denote bis con- 
dition . in his apostasy from 
God. The "natural man," 
1 Cor. ii. 14,' means one that 
is unrenewed, and has no prin- 
ciple of grace in the heart. 
"The inward man,'' Rom. 
vii. 22, is the regenerate part 
within, or the principle of 
grace in the heart. *^ The 
man of God," 2 Tim. iii. 17, 
is one that is prided' by the 
Spirit of God, and in a specitU 
manner devoted to his service. 

Man of Sin. See Anti- 
christ. 

MANDRAKE, a species 
of melon or berry, cultivated 
in the East, for the sake of its 
fragrance. Though commen- 
tators have puzzled them- 
selves with questions on this 
subject, ii seems plain that 
the word is properly rendered 
tnandrcJte, and means a plant 
so called in th^ East to this 
day. The original wordp which 
only occurs twice, is so ren- 
dered by the LXX, and both 
theTargums. It grows like 
lettuce, has purple flowers, 
and bears a fruit resembling 
a small red apple. The smell 
and taste are pleasant ; but it 
stupifies or intoxicates if eaten 
to' excess. 

MA'NEH,aHebrew weight 
of 60 shekels. Ezek.^ xlv. 12 
It was the 50th part of a 
talent. 

MANNA, the food which 
God gave the children of Is- 
rael in the wilderness. It was 
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a little grain, white, ii^e our 
hoar-frost, which fell every 
morning, except on tife Sab- 
bath, about the camp of the 
Israelites. Ex. xvi. 15. Be- 
sides the nourishing virtue of 
the manna, that sustained the 
Hebrews in the desert, it was 
altogether miraculous on other 
accounts. It fell on six days 
of every week, not on the 
seventh, «nd in such prodi- 
gious quantities, as to sustain 
almost three millions of men, 
women and children ! It fell 
in double quantities ' on the 
sbth day, that there might be 
enough for the seventh. It 
fell only on Israel's camp. It 
remained fresh all tho seventh 
day, but at any other time 
bred worms, if kept over 
night. It constantly continued 
for forty years, and ceased as 
soon as the Hebrews had ac- 
cess to eat of the produce of 
Canaan. Christ is the hidden 
manna, the bread of etern&l 
life, which tho^e eat who par- 
take of the blessings and com- 
forts which flow from him. 
John yi. 3S, 35. 

The manna now sold in the 
shops is a different subst^ce 
from the miraculous food 
of the Hebrews; It is pro- 
duced abundantly in the East. 
Burckhardt found it in the 
Holy Land, dropping from the 
tar/a tree, in the month of 
June. The Arabs clear away 
the leaves, dirt, d&c. and when 
boiled and stramed, put it into 
bags or skins, to be used as 
we do boaey. It i& highly 



nourishing, but if eaten in largw 
quantities, proves slightly pur»> 
gative. 

MARANA'THA, aSyriao 
word^ meaning^ *' our Lord 
cometh." The expression < 'Let 
him be. anathema tmrana- 
tha/* 1 Cor. xvi. 23, n^eans 
^' Let him be cursed at the 
coming of the Lord,'' as though 
it were said, " Our discipline 
is not adequate to hisdOTence^ 
he is remitted to the ven- 
geance of God." 

MARBLE, a valuable and 
well-known species ef stone. 
The Septuagint and Vulgate 
render the word, wl^ere it ocr 
curs, Parian stone^ The cliff 
Ziz, 2 Chr. xv. 16, was proby 
ably so called from its being 
a marble crag. 1 Ch. xxix^ 
2. Est. i. 6. 

MARK, the son of Mary, 
at whose house a prayer meet? 
ing was held. Acts xii. 12. He 
was cousin to Barnabas, and 
companioh of P^t*! and Bar- 
nabas. Acts XV. 37. 

MARKET, the place of 
selling meat, ^c. which, an- 
ci^ntly, was generally some 
open space, near temples, 
theatres, courts of justice, &c. 
Hence we read of Paul's dis- 
puting in the market. Acts 
xvii. 17, and being led to the 
market to be accused, Act$ 
xvi, 19. And hence Phari- 
sees loved ** greetings in the 
market-places," from judgeii 
and learned persons who there 
passed to and fro. Mark xii. 38. 
MARIVIA6E, the legal 
union of a man and woman iff 
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wedlock. It also signifies the 
sacred and mystical union be- 
tween Christ and his church. 
Eph. V.30— ^ Christians are 
forbidden to marry unbeliev- 
ers. 2 Cor. vi. 14. 1 Cor. vii. 39. 

MARS-HILL. SeeABx- 
cp'agus. 

MARY. Four or five per- 
sons mentionec in the New 
Testament seem to have 
borne this name. Great dif- 
ficulty occurs in designating 
them, and learned men differ 
widely in their attempts to 
make the subject plain. The 
following account seems lia- 
ble to fewest objections. 

1. The mother of our Lord. 
3he was the daughter of Eli, 
or Joachim, of the family of 
David. 

2. The wife of Cleophas, 
and mother of James, Jade, 
Joses, Simeon, and Salome* 
It has been thought that C)eo- 
pfaas, and Joseph the husband 
of . the virgin Mary, were 
brothers $ which would make 
these Marys sisters, and ac- 
cording to the custom of the 
Jews, her children would be 
called brothers of our Lord. 
John xix. 25. Matt uvii. 66. 
Luke xxiv. 10. Matt. xUi. 55. 
She early believed on our 
Saviour, attended his preach- 
ing, and ministered to his sup- 
port. She was a witness of 
his crucifixion, Mark xv. 40, 
41, and at bis burial prepared 
spices for embalming his body. 
Luke xxiti. 56. 

3. M4RT Magdalene 
teems to have been an inhab- 
13* 



itantof Magdala. It is thought 
that she was a plaiter of hair 
to the women of her city; It 
is commonly considered, that, 
before her conversion, she 
was of infamous character, 
but this is not affirmed in the 
Scriptures. It is also com- 
monly supposed, that this was 
she who anointed Chnst's 
feet in the l*harise^^s house ; 
but, some suppose that the 
woman who so did, was Mary 
the sister of Martha. But the 
anointing in the house of the 
F'harisee and piat at Bethany, 
seem not to have been the 
same. 

Of the other several Marys 
nothing can be affirmed posi 
tively* 

MAS'CHIL, a title to sev- 
eral psalms, probably denot- 
ing a song of instruction. 

MA'TRIX, aplace in Which 
any thing is formed ; a womb. 
Ex. xiii. 12, 15. ^ 

MATTHEW, also named 
Levi, \t as a Galilean by birth, 
and a tax-gatherer by profes- 
sion. He wrote the Gospel 
called by his name, probably 
about A, B. 38 04:^1, in the He- 
brew language. Some critics 
maintain, that, a few years 
afterward, he wrote his Gospel 
in Greek ; and some consider 
it to have, been originally 
written in that language. A- 
bout A. D. 184, there was 
found in the East Indies a 
Greek copy. In the year 488, 
another Greek copy was found 
at Cyprus, written on wood, 
and esteemed very ancient 
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MATTHIAS, one of tlie 
seventy disciples, chosen by 
the first church, perhaps with- 
out a sufficient divine warrant, 
to fill the place of Judas Is- 
cariot. Paul was certainly an 
apostle of Jesus Christ. Rom. 
i. 6. 1 Cor. ix. 2, and xv. 9. 
2 Cor. xi. 5. The number 12 
is preserved in relation to the 
apostles in the Apocalypse, 
and not 13. Rev. xxi. 14. 

MAZ'ZAROTH, supposed 
to mean a constellation in the 
heavens. It was the Chaldee 
name for the signs of the .Zo- 
diac. Job xxxviii. 32. 

MEASURE, that by which 
any thin? is measured or pro- 
portioned. Many learned men 
have bestowed great labor in 
ascertainij^g the exact length 
or capacity of Hebrew meas- 
ures 3 but they differ widely 
from ea<*h other. Standard 
measures, made by Moses, 
were at first deposited in the 
tabernacle, and afterwards in 
the temple, under the cogni- 
rance of the priests. When 
Soloihon's ' temple was de- 
stroyed, these standards of 
course perished, ai\d the whole 
subject is. now uncertain ; and 
t|iough tables of measures are 
often giyen^in books, they can- 
not be implicitly relied on. 
Under each term of this sort, 
that explanation is given, 
which seems most probable. 

MEAT. The term is ap- 
plied to divine instruction, 
because it nourishes the mind. 
The higher and more difficult 
doctrines are called meat, in 



contradistinctioD to tlie flni 
principles, whi^h are called 
milk. 1 Cor. lii. 2. Tlui 
word, in Scripture, never 
means flesh, but often means 
any food but flesh, and gen- 
erally any thing to be eaten. 

MEAT-OFFERING, an 
oflering consisting of flour, 
meal, oil, ^c. or cakes baked 
in an oven. 

MED'EBA, a. city oCMoab. 
Numb. xxi. 30. Josh. xiii. 16^ 
It was destroyed about the 
days of Iseuah, and rebuilt 
some considerable time before 
the advent of our Lord. It is 
called in profane history Mer 
dava, " 

MEDIA, a vast region be- 
tween Persia and the Caspian 
Sea, deriving its name from 
Madaif son of Japhet. Gen. 
X. 2. Cyrus, king of Persia, 
became by his wife heir to the 
crown of Media, thus uniting 
the kingdom of the Modes and 
Persians. Media is now calU 
ed Aider-BeUzan, 3Xi^ some- 
times Irak-Adj<fm, 

MEDIATOR, one who acts 
between parties at variance, 
in order to bring ti^em to an 
agreement. Gal. iii.20. Moses 
was often a mediator between 
Jehovah and the Jews. Deut. 
V. 5. The Lord Jesus is now 
the '' one Mediator between 
God and men.'' 1 Tim. ii. 5. 
He, by his satisfaction to God, 
and intercession with him on 
one hand, and by his power- 
ful and gracious influence on 
sinful men on the other, brings 
both together, into, a new 
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(bovejt^ai s^te of tgreenieiit. 
Heb. vili. 6 -, xii. 24. 

MEEKNESS, that quiet 
temper of mind, which is not 
soon provoked to anger, but 
suffers injuries without desire 
of revenge, and submits to the 
will of God. Col. iii. 12. A 
humble frame of spirit, ready 
to receive and entertain the 
truths of ^od's word. James 
i. 21. It is a vgrace of unr 
iqpeakable value, 1 Pet. iii. 4 y 
Ps. ]cxzvii. 11 ; and shone con* 
spicuously in the life of Christ 
2 Cor. X. 1. Matt. xi. 29. 
Christians are exhorted, with 
great frequency and fervor, to 
excel in this grace. Eph. iv. 
2. ITim. vi. 11. Tit. iu. 
$,&c. 

MEGIIVDQ, a city in the 
tribe of Maaasseh, famous for 
two great battles being fought 
pear it. In one, Jabiu's army 
was routed by Deborah and 
Barak, Judg. v. 19$ ia the 
other, Josiah was overthrown 
and slain by Necho, king of 
Egypt, who was on his way 
through the land of Israel to 
attack the king of Babylon. 
2 Kings xxiii. 29, 30. Near 
Megiddo was the town of Ha- 
dad-Rimmon,( aAerwards call- 
zed McucimianqpoUa :) there- 
fore the lamentation for the 
ideath of Josiah, is called " the 
mourning Of Hadad-Rimmon, 
m the valley of Megiddo.^' 
Zech. xtt. 11. The greatness 
of that monmingr for good 
Josiah was such as to cause 
this expression to become a 
proverbial one for any great 



socrowing, and if so uaed by 
the prophet. 

MELCHISEDEK, a priest, 
though not a Jew. Of hit 
nation, parentage, age, &c. 
nothing is known. Hence he 
ia said to be "without de- 
scent, having neither begin- 
ning of days> nor end of life.'-' 
Gjen. xiv; 17—20. Heb. vii. 
1—11. Jesus is a Priest aAer 
the order of Melchisedek : as 
God, he was without begin- 
ning; as Man, his origin was 
miraculous : he was installed 
in his office only by God, and 
is therein Superior to aH other 
priests. Heb. V. 10 ; vi. 20. 

MEL'ITA, or Malta, a 
small island of the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, 18 miles long, 
and 12 broad, whicb seems 
to have had its name from its 
being Mdet, or a place of 
reAige to the ancient Tjrrians 
ia their voyages to Carthage 
and Spsun. About a. d. 63> 
Paul and his companions were 
shipwrecked on this island, 
and kindly entertained by the 
natives. It was seized by the 
Groths and Vandals in the fifth 
century, then by the Normans 
in the eleventh, and afterward 
was taken by Louis IX. of 
France. About a. d. Id30, 
it was given by Charles V. 
to the military knights -who 
had been driven by the Turks 
from Rhodes. These were 
dispossessed and dispersed by 
the French under Bionaparte, 
in 1798. It was afterwards 
taken from the French by 
England, under whose gov 
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•tiuneDt it now remains. The 
number of inhabitants is about 
50,000. These are, for the 
most part, Catholics, and ex- 
cessively ignorant and degra- 
ded. Mr. Fisk siaw no books 
in the language, but a popish 
catechism, the Oospel of John, 
(printed by the Church Mis- 
sionary Society,) a grammar 
and a dictionary. The Rev. 
Mr. Temple, speaking of the 
aversion of Romish priests to 
the perusal of the Scriptures 
by the common people, says 
that, on account of this preju- 
dice, ** government has, for 
the la«t 5 years, declined giv- 
ing permission to the Malta 
Bible Society to .place a 
board over the door of its 
depository for the purpose of 
informing the public that Bi- 
bles could be had there !'' tt 
has lately become a centre of 
nissibnary and Bible opera- 
tions for the countries border- 
ing on the Mediterranean. By 
the coBtributioos of Chris- 
tians, printing presses are es- 
tablished here, and kept em- 
ployed in producing tracts, 
&c. 4n the Arabic, Oreek, 
Turkish, and other languages. 
As it is a place of great com- 
merce, these productions are 
easily distributed. 

MELONS are common in 
the East, and- are similar ^o 
ours, but.more various in their 
kinds. In Egypt, they are 
excellent j bar in Hindoostan 
and Burmah, water-melons 
are so insipid as to ,be' eaten 
with sugar. 



MEMPHIS, an Egyptian 
city of great size and splen- 
dor, v^ch stood near old 
Cairo, but of which there are 
how no vestiges. Hos. ix. 6. 
See NopH. 

MER'ARITES, descend- 
anU of Mer'arif the third son 
of Levi. Thede were beareri 
of the materials of the taber- 
nacle, and in after times the 
sacred porters. 

MERCURY, one of the 
fabulous deities of the hea- 
then, was the son of Jupiter and 
Maia, and messenger to the 
rest. He was worshipped as 
the patron of learning, elo- 
quence, and trade. He was 
sometimes called Herme$, 
The fluency of Paul made the 
people of Lystra suppose 
Paul was Mercury. Acts 
xiv. 12. 

MERCY, that attribute fA 
God which induces him to 
pity and relieve his suffering 
creatures. Tit. iii. 5 Our 
blessings are therefore called 
mercies J Rom. xii. I. It 
means also that feeling which 
prompts us to assist the un- 
fortunate, and to forgive those 
that do wrong. Matt. v. 7. 
Luke vi. 36. 

MERCY-SEAT, the lid of 
the ark of the covenant, 
round whi6h was the crown or 
border of gold, and on which 
the cherubim were represent- 
ed as looking. Before this 
the high-priest stood to ask 
counsel of the* Lprd^ and 
there he received blessings 
for the people. Christ is oar 
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mtermf'meai, Rom. iii. 95, and 
by him we have access to the 
Father. See Ark. 

MERO'DACH, a Babylo- 
;||iian idol, representing, It is 
thought, the planet Mars. Jer. 
1 2. It was often a part of 
the n^mes of kings, as Mero^ 
daehrBaladan, Isa. xzxix. 1. 

ME'ROM, the northern 
lake supplied by the Jordan. 
It lies near Mount Hermon. 
It is now called the lake of 
Houle. See Jordan. 

MESOPpTAMIA, (liter- 
ally between rivers,) the fa- 
inoos province between the 
Tigris and Euphrates, called 
in the Old Testament, Padan^ 
Aram; by the anpient Greeks, 
SeUueiai and by the Latins, 
Mediamna, Some suppose 
that the wise men who visited 
the infant Jesus, were from 
this country. Here were the 
garden of ^en and the tower 
of Babel. . It was the original 
residence of Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, and all their children, 
save Benjamin. Gen. xi. 31. 
It was astonishingly popnlons, 
ieontaitting, according to Ptoi- 
iemy, seventy important cities. 
Christianity, in a mutilated 
form, still exists here, amid 
much Turkish oppressiioin. 
The region is still fertile, and 
is now called Diarbekir, 

MESSIAH, literally the 
anoiMed, It is applied ex- 
clusively to that sovereign 
Deliverer, who was expected 
by the Jews, and came at the 
appointed time. Dan. ix. 25, 
f6. John i. 41. See Christ. 



BflCAti, a prophet, who 
lived in the latter days of 
Isaiah and Hosea. 

The Book of Micah 
is one of the most important 
prophecies in the Old Testae 
raent. Previous predictions 
had limited the " seed of the 
woman" to the line of Shem, 
the descendants of Abraham, 
the tribe of Judah, and the 
house of David. Micah sheds 
further light, by designating 
the very place of his birth, 
{tb. v. 2,) with other import- 
ant circumstances of his king* 
dom And ^ory. 

MI'CHAEL, the name of 
the archangel. Rev. xii. 7. 
Persons oiften speak of " an* 
gels and archangels,'' but the 
latter word is never in Scjrip- 
tui'e used m the plural. 

MICH'MASH, a city of 
Benjamin, 9 miles north-east 
of Jerus^em. 1 Sam. xiii. 5. 

MIDIAN, a territory on the 
east border of the Dead Sea, 
so called from Midian, the 
fourth son of Abraham, by 
tCeturah. The Midiaaites 
joined with Moab in seducing 
Israel, for which their king- 
dom was nearly destroyed. 
They gradually grew to 
strength agaui,and, 200 years 
afterward, proved a^ scotirge 
to the braelites. Havhig op» 
pressed Israel seven years 
in the days of Gideon, the 
Lord delivered them into the 
hands of a few Hebrews), by 
whom they were nearly ex* 
terminated, and the remainder 
are supposed to have become^ 
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fncorporated with tbe Moab- 
ites or Ammonites. Ex. Hi. 1. 
Jad. vi. viii. 

MIL'COM. See Moloch. 

MILE. The Roman mile, 
mentioned Matt. v. 41, was 
149 yards less than our mile, 
i. e. 1611 yards. 

MILETUS, or Milktum, 
a seaport of Garia in Lesser 
Asia, and the capital of both 
Caria and Ionia. It stood 
about 36 miles south-west of 
Ephesus, and is said to have 
been built by Miletus, the son 
of the god Apollo, whose 
temple here was exceedingly 
magnificent. Here were four 
harbors sufficient to hold all 
the Persian fleet. Here 
ThaUs and AwtximeneSf the 
philosophers, and JHmotheuSf 
the musician, were born. The 
jjSlace was famed for its milotef 
or milaUj a soft kind of wool, 
of which they made fine car- 
pets. Paul sent for, and gave 
solemn charges to the elders 
of that church. AcU xx. 15-x*- 
38. For about 300 years af- 
ter Christ, we find no trace of 
a church at Miletus; but in 
the 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th cen- 
turies of the Christian era, 
there were bishbps in this 
place.- Since the Saracens 
ravaged these parts, it has so 
gone to ruin, that nothing is 
to be seen but rubbish, and a 
few cottages for shepherds. 

MILL. See Orimd. 

BULLET, a very common 
grain in Eastern countries, 
but far inferior in excellence 
lo wheat. Its name is deriv- 



ed from the Latin mUU, a 
thousand, in allusion to its 
extraordinary fruitftiiness. It 
is made into bread with oil 
or butter, and is almost the 
only-food of the poorer classes 
iii Arabia Felix. The word 
occurs Ezek. iv. 9, only. 

MINCING, doing a thing 
affectedly, as eating, walkings 
&c. Isa. iii. 16. 

MINISTER, one who 
series another. It is applied 
to Christ, who is called a 
'< Minister of the sanctuary,'' 
being now entered into heav- 
en, where he is our pfevalent 
Intercessor }«^o such as are 
appointed to attend the ser- 
vice of QoA in hiii church; to 
dispense faithfully and wisely 
the word and sacraments;— • 
to officers of the state and 
magistrates, who punish thtf 
transgressors of the law, and 
defend the good ^^^-to the holy 
angels, who are always ready, 
as willing servants, to^^xecute 
the commands of God. 

MINSTREL, a professed 
musician, or singer. Elisha 
had one to soothe his troubled 
mind, 2 Kings iii. 15 ; as did 
Saul, 1 Sam. xvi. 23. Some 
of these were employed at 
funerals to superintend the 
rites of interment. They 
sang and played funeral odes, 
and mournful song»; uttered 
doleful,. shrieks and ejacula- 
tions, and excited' the sympa- 
thy of spectators by exhibiting 
the most vehement expres- 
sions of grief. The practice 
was very ancient, as we learo ' 
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from Jer. ix. 17,18. "Call 
for tb^ mourning women, that 
they may come, and send for 
cunning women, that they 
may come; and let them 
make haste, and take up ^ 
wailing for us, that our eyes 
may run down with tears, 
and our eye-lids gush out 
with waters." We discover 
the practice also in the time 
of our Saviour 3 for these were 
th^ persons who laughed 
him to scorn, when about to 
raise the ruler's daughter. 
Matt. ix. 23, 24. 

MIRACLE, a wonder 3 an 
effect above any human skill 
to accomplish, performed in 
proof of some important truth. 
The divinity of our Saviour 
was proved by the miracles 
he performed. They were 
such as could be wrought 
only by the power of God, 
and had for their object to 
confirm a doctrine becoming 
the glorious attributes of 
God, and the accomplish- 
ment of prophecies concern- 
tng the Messiah, whose com- 
ing, it was foretold, should be 
with miraculous healing bene- 
fits. John iiu 2, 9, 16. The 
form of true religion being 
new established in the world, 
miracles have ceased, as be- 
ing no longer necessary. The 
existence and prevalence of 
Christianity, amid general 
opposition and persecution 
in all ages,^ vritfa the fre- 
quent fulfilments of prophe-* 
ey now taking place, are 
sufficient authentications.*— 



Modem popish miracles ar« 
a sad evidence of the chica* 
nery and corruption of Ro-* 
manism. 

The following is the list of 
Christ's miracles, as usually 
given, but of course cannot 
embrace the whole, as " ma- 
ny" were performed which 
are not particularized. They 
are generally related in sev- 
eral Gospels, but there is room 
only to quote one. 

Water turned into 
wine , John 11. 

Nobleman's son heal- 
ed Johniv. 

Passing through the 
multitude Luke iv. 

Draught of fishes. , . . Luke v. 

Demoniac cured*^. . . . Mark 1. 

Peter's w)fe*8 mother Mat. viii. 

'< Multitudes" bealed Mat. viik 

Also throughout Gali- 
lee .'.«.. Mat. iv. 

A leper healed Mat. viii. 

The paralytic Mat. ix. 

The impotent man. . John v . 

The withered hand.. Mat. xU. 

" Manv" healed Mat. xii. 

"A gk-eat multitude" 
healed... Luke vi« 

Centurion's servant. Luke vii. 

The widow's son 
raised Luke vii. 

Miracles appealed to. Luke vii« 

" Many" healed Mat. ix. 

The tempest stilled . . Mat. viii* 

Legion of devils cast 
out ,.. Mat. viii. 

The issue of blood.. Mat. ix^ 

The daughter of Jai- 
rus Mat. ix. 

Two blind men Mat. ix. 

A dumb demoniac. . Mat. ix. 

Power given to the 
apostles. .,..«..... Mat. x. 

" Many" sick healed Mat. xiv 

Five thousand fed . . . Mat. xiv 

He walks on the sea. Mat. xiv 

As *< many as touch- 
ed" healed........ Mat. XIV 
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SjMPOj^toAkjittl wo- 
man Mat. XV. 

D^aTaiid damli man. Mark vii. 

" Multitudiss" healed Mat. xV. 

Four thousand fed... Mark viii. 

A Mind man cured.. Mark viii. 

The tranafiKuration. . Mark ix. 

Deaf and dumb de- 
moniac Luke ix. 

A fiah bringa money. Mat. xvii. 

The man blind from 
binh Jobnix. 

infirm woman reator- , 

6d .....<.. Lukexiii. 

The dropsy healed... Luke xiv. 

Ten lepers cleansed. Luke xvii. 

Lazarus raised John xi. 

Blind Boitimeus Mat. xx. 

*<Many" blind and 
lame.. / Mat. xxi. 

The barren fig-tree.. Mat. xxi. 

The ear of Malchus. Lukexxii. 

Draught of fishes.... John xxi. 

MIRROR. The oldest mir- 
rors were made of metal. It 
was from such; contributed bjr 
the women; that the brazen la- 
ver was idiade. Ex. xxxviii. 8. 
The word in that passa^ is 
very improperly translated 
"looking-glasses.'' The art of 
making glass was then un- 
known. 3ee Glass. OdI the 
discovery of America, the 
Mexicans Were found to pos- 
sess mirrors made of black 
vitrified tdva^ highly polished. 
The North Americans were 
found with mirrors of copper 
and silver. 

MISH'NA. See Traoi- 

TIDW. 

MITE, the smallest Jewish 
coin; equal to about one sixth 
or one eighth of our cent. 

MITYLE^NE; the capital 
of Lesho9, an island of the 
Grecian ArchipelagO; was a 
large aad beaiMiful city. It, 



was famotfts as the birth-place 
of AlccBuif the poet, SapphCf 
the pcetesS; Theophanes, the 
historian, Pittacus, the pbilos<* 
opher, and DiophaneSf the or- 
ator. On the same island 
were born TkeophrastuSf thcf 
sage, and Patamoriy the rhet 
orician. It is now called 
Castro f and sometimes MetU 
tin. Acts XX. 14. 

MIXTURE, a; compound. 
God's wrath being poured out 
vnthotd mixturtj means it 
should be most severe and un- 
mitigated. Rev. xiv. 10. 

MIZTAH, literally a pU^ 
lar; a city 18 miles northward 
of Jerdsalem. Jud. xx. 1. I 
Sam. vii. 5, 6. 

MOAB, (1.) The son of 
Lot, was born about the same 
time as Isaac, in A. M. ^108. 
(2.) The land <;^led by faris 
name, eastward of the Ifead 
Sea, and about the river Ar- 
Don. The present name of 
this country is El'Rabba, 

MOLE. In that passage, 
Isa. ii. 20, where it is proph- 
esied that idols shall be cast 
to the moles aind the bats, it 
seems probable that the two 
words should be. read as one, 
which is the case in three of 
Dr. Kennicott's manuscripts. 
The word thus joined means 
a cavtj or 9ubterranean vault. 
The Burman missionaries 
have found caverns - full of 
idolsr See u " Tour among 
the Karens," published by 
the Massachusetts Sab- 
bath School Unioit. 

In Lev. xi. 30, where th4 
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wordflkuboeean, ihethame^ 
Uom if meant, m Bechart aad 
■others have fiill^ shown. It 
is a species of lisafd, Mrhose 
shape may be suffioieoUy 
learned by the following eat. 



MOLOCH, an idol of the 
Ammonites ; caJled also Ash-^ 
tereth, and Malcom or Milcom. 
Solomon built a temple to 
this deity, and the Israelites 
seemed more easily to slide 
into the idolatry of this god 
than any other. Lev. zviii. 
SI. 1 Kings ». See Ash- 
TORXTir, and Baal. 

MONEY, in ancient Umes, 
was dealt out by weight, 
and still is in Turkey, Syria 
and Egypt 5 coins themselves 
being generally weighed by 
the merchant. Gen. xziii. 9 
—16. Job vi. 2. Zech. xl. 
IS. The Persians began to 
use coined money about the 
time of Darius Hystaspes. 
The Greeks had no coin be- 
fc»re the days of Alexander 3 
nor the Egyptians, before the 
Ptolemies ; nor the Hebrews, 
tiU the government of Judas 
14 



Maccabeus, to wfaoaa Aatf* 
ochos Sidetes, kmg of Syria, 
panted the privilege of coin- 
mg his own money in Judea. 
The coin commonly called ** a 
pieee of money," was prob- 
ably a shekel, or the 
Greek etater, which 
was of the value of 
fiAy cents. Matt. xvii. 
I S7. A pound was a- 
[ bout equal te sixty 

(shekels. Apetmywas 
one fourth of a stater 
or shekel, equal to 
twelve cents of our 
money. A farthing 
was the fortieth part 
t of a ^nny, 0/ about 
the third of obr cent. 
Matt. V. S6. A mite was half 
tL farthing. Mark xii. 4S. It 
is thought there was also sc 
farthing equal to one tenth of 
a Roman penny. Instead of 
inserting uncertain taMes of 
coins, the best practicable 
elucidation of such as are 
mentioned in the BiUe, is 
given under each word of the 
kind as it occurs. 
MONEY CHANGERS 
were such as, for profit, ex- 
changed foreign coins, of 
gave smaller pieces of money 
for larger, or larger for smaif* 
er, to accommodate such as 
came to worship at Jerusa- 
lem. As all Jews were oblig- 
ed to contrifaute for the sup- 
port of the temple, aid to 
pay in Jewish money, their 
traffic was profitable. Neh^x. 
32. They seem not to have 
been strictly just in th^ deal- 
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ings, and the place they chose 
for their business was improp- 
er. Jesus twice drove ^em 
from the temple. John ii. 14; 
15. Matt. xxi. 12. 

MONTH, a space of time, 
which, if measured by the 
tnooHf (whence Us name,) is 
called Ittnar ; and if by the 
mn, is called solar. See 
YxAft. When we speak of 
Jewish months as correspond- 
ing to ours, some allowance 
must be made 3 for theirs 
were lunar, and ours are so- 
lar, which are not exactly 
alike. The Hebrew months 
commonly answer to two of 
our months, kad take part of 
both. In the following table 
the months are numbered as 
they stood both in the civil 
and sacred years :-^ 



1. 

9. 

& 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8 

9 

10, 
11. 
13. 



7. Tizri, ~ or 

8. Marcfaesvan, 

9. Chisleu, 

10. Tebet, 

11. Sbebat, 
13 Adar, 

1 Abib, or Niun, 
3. Jair, or Zif, 

3. Sivan, 

4. ThammuB, 

5. Ab, 

6. £iul, 



Sept. 

October. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Januarv. 

Feb. 

MarGh. 

April. 

May. 

Jane. ' 

July. 

August. 



MOON, a secondary plan- 
et, always attendant on our 
earth. The moon was form- 
ed to give light in, and rule 
the night, and to distinguish 
times and seasons^ Gen. i. 
14. She seems to have a 



mighty influence on the ebb* 
ing and flowing of the sea 
and was the great regnlatot 
of the Jewish feasts. The 
heathens have generally 
worshipped the moon, under 
the names of Queen of heav- 
en, Venus, Urania, Succoth- 
benoth, Ashtaroth, Diana, 
Hecate, or perhaps Meni, &c. 
Job xxxi. 26, 27. Deut. iv. 
19 J xvii. 3. The Orientals 
regulate their journeys by 
the moon, and set ofl'soon af- 
ter her change. 

MORDECAI, the son of 
Jair, grandson of Kish, and 
descendant of the family of 
Saul, was carried to Babylon 
with Jehoiachin, kipg of Ju- 
dah, when he was very 
young. He rose to a seat at 
the king's gate; that is, to 
be one of the great men of 
the kingdom. Ruth iv. 1, 
^st. ii. 19, and v. 9. 

MORIAH, a hill adjacent 
to Jerusalem, on the north- 
east. Here Abraham ofi*ered 
his son. Cren. xxii. When 
Solomon built the temple on 
it, it became included in the 
city, 2<;hron. iii. 1. 

MORTAR. (1.) Cement 
used in building. Gen. xi. 3. 
(2.) A strong vessel, in which 
grain is beaten or brayed. The 
proverb of " braying a fool in 
a mortar" may be understood 
from a passage in Knolles' 
history of the Turks. Speak- 
ing of s6me criminals, he 
says, " some were impaled, 
and some were pounded or 
beaten to pieces, in great mar 
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$ws of iron, wherein they 
usually pound their rice." 
Prov. xxvii. 22. 

MOTE, a speck, or splin- 
ter j any very small thing. 
A person greatly under the 
dominion of any particular 
sin, reproving another who 
is less so, is compared by our 
Saviour to a man's attempt- 
ing to pull a mote out of his 
friend's eye, while a beam is 
in his own. Matt. vii. 3. 

MOTH, a very small, frail 
insect, found most' frequently 
in garments which lay long 
unused. Insects which fly 
are divided by naturalists in- 
to diurnal and nocturnal, or 
butterflies and moths. By 
far the greatest number be- 
long to the latter class, of 
which some idea may be gain- 
ed from the variety which as- 
semble round a light in sum- 
mer. The kind Which pro- 
duces the injury to woollens is 
the tinea argentea, a ^mall 
white miller, seen in the 
spring, flying about in book 
or ftir stores, &c. It lays its 
eggs where the worm, which is 
of a shining silvery color, may, 
when hatched, find food till 
changed into a i^nged insect, 
like the parent. The allusions 
to this creature in sacr^ 
Scripture ^ are important, 
though not numerbus. It is 
said. Job iv. 19, that man is 
** crushed before the' moth •," 
that is, is overcome by the 
smallest demies, and secretly 
and imperceptibly wastes 
«way, as doth a garment. Isa. 



I. 9. When\ the Lord meant 
to destroy Ephraim, but not 
suddenly, he says, " I will be 
as a moth unto Ephraim." 
The moth forms her cell in 
the cloth, and is, therefore, 
destroying her abode gradu- 
ally, till at last both are re* 
duced to nothing. Such is 
the prosperity of - a wicked 
man ; '' he buildeth his house 
as a moth." He lives only 
to adjust his nest, and revel 
in his plenty ; but both he and 
his shall be destroyed. Job 
xxii. 18. 

MOTHER, the female pa- 
rent. Being " without father 
and withoiU mother/* Heb. vii. 
3, means that the parents of 
Melchisedek are nbt entered 
in the genealogies which the 
Jews so sedulously kept. 

MOUNTAIN. Judeamay 
be called a mountainous coun- 
try. The principal mountains 
mentioned in Scripture, are 
Seir, Horeb, Sinai, Hor, Gil- 
boa, Nebo,Tabor,£ngedi, Le- 
banon, Ebal, Amalek, Geri- 
zim, Gilead, Moriah, Paran, 
Gahash, Olivet, Pisgah, Heir 
mon, and Carmel. 

MOURNING is expresseo 
with great vehemence in Ori- 
ental countries. The Jews^ 
from their earliest period, 
made great lamentations for 
the dead. Gen. 1. 7—14. 
Tearing the hair, rending 
the clothes, (which was pro- 
hibited to the high priest,) 
and uttering piercing cries, 
going barefoot, and striking 
the breast, wearing sack- 
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fMkf sprinkling dost on the 
head, and fasting, were com- 
mon modes of expressing 
grief. It seems to have been 
eostomary among them to 
hire mourners, who super- 
intended the lamentations, 
smd who, in fimeral odes, mel- 
ancholy songs, and dolorous 
ejaculations, deplored the 
sorrows of the bereft, cele- 
brated the virtues of the de- 
ceased, and excited the sym- 
pathy of spectators. Jer. ix. 
17, 18. Amos V. 16. Matt. 
ix. 23. It would seem that a 
collection of such of these 
as were made by prophets, 
&c. for great men, was pre- 
served among the state 
archives. 2 Chr. xxxv. 25. 
See those which David com- 
posed for Saul and Jonathan, 
Abner and Absalom. That 
of Jeremiah, referred to in the 
passage just quoted, is not 
BOW extant. SeeMiirsTBEL. 

MOUSE, a very small 
quadruped, but very injuri- 
ous. Some are peculiar to 
fields and gardens, never ap- 
proaching houses 3 and some 
live in houses only. In past- 
ern countries, the field mouse 
sometimes ravages whole 
fields, and even districts, 
which was one of the plagues 
endured by the Philistines 
for detaining the ark of God, 
and the reason why ^e 
golden mice were sent back 
with it. 1 Sam. vi. 4, 5. In 
the 12th century, Palestine 
was, for four successive 
years, so overrun with mice 



as to eause a famiue. Som« 
eminent authors consider 
that our common mouse it 
not mentioned in Scripture, 
and that the word so render 
ed, 1 Sam. vi. 5, Isa. Ixvi. 
17, means the Jerboa, or 
mountain rat, of Arabia, 
Palestine, dec. Mice are 
unazingly prolific ; and were 
not the increase kept down 
by their being the chosen food 
of owls, hawks, snakes, wea- 
sels, cats, &c. they would 
prove a continual scourge. 
See CoNET. 

MUFFLERS, masks or 
thick vails, worn by women, 
concealing all the face except 
the eyes. Isa. iii. 19. 

MULBERRY. Whether 
this is the tree denoted by 
the original term, is doubtful, 
and cannot be settled* The 
word is ^cttj, and is so given 
in Ps. Ixxxiv. 7. A plant it 
still common in Arabia called 
haca by the natives. 

MULE, an animal of 
mixed breed, between a 
horse and an ass. We know 
of the existence of mules so 
long ago as the time of Ho- 
mer; and though the Jews 
were forbidden to have any 
mixed race of animals, yet 
they were employed in the 
Holy Land long before the 
time of David. It is re- 
markably sure-footed, pa- 
tient, hardy, obstinate, swift, 
and strong J and lives to 
twice the age of a horse. 
They are little used in New 
England, but are very com 
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mon in the Southern States. 
Still more use is made of 
them in South America, 
France, Spain, and especially 
in mountainous regions, as the 
Alps, Pyrenees, dEc. 

MUNITION, a fortj a 
secure place. Isa. xxxiii. 16. 
The word is now chiefly used 
for materials for war. 

MURRAIN, a disease 
which smote the cattle of 
the Egyptians, and is rapid 
and destructive in its prog- 
ress. As, in Europe, epidemic 
distempers in cattle have been 
known to advance over a 
country at the rate of a 
certain number of miles in a 
day,,they have been supposed 
to be caused by flying insects. 

MUSIC is of very ancient 
origin. Jubal, a descendant 
of Cain, long before the 
flood, taught men to play on 
the harp and organ. Laban 
complained that Jacob de> 
prived him of an opportunity 
of sending o^* his daughters 
with music. Gen. iv. 21. 
xxxi.^ 27. The ancient He- 
brews had a knowledge of 
music : when they had passed 
the Red Sea, both men and 
women sung their respective 
hymns to the praise of their 
miraculous Deliverer. Ex. 
XV. Silver trumpets were 
divinely ordered to be made 
for sounding over their sac- 
rifices, especially at solemn 
feasts^ Num. X. David was 
an excellent musician, and 
had plenty of singing men 
and singing women in his 
14 * 



court. 1 Sain. xvi. Sblomoo 
had them, perhaps, in far 
greater number. Eccl. ii. 8. 
In the time of Jeroboam, the 
son of Joash, the Israelites 
valued themselves upon in- 
yenthig new musical instru- 
ments. Amosvi.d.^ At his 
idolatrous festival, Nebuchad- 
nezzar had a large concert of 
music; and music was the 
ordinary recreation of the 
Midian king. Dan. iii. 5, 15. 
David composed a variety of 
Psalms, and caused his skil 
ful players to set them to mu- 
sic, as appears by their in 
scriptions to Jedutfaun, Asapl^, 
&c. the sons of Korah. 1 Chr. 
XV. 16. As the Levites were 
eased of a great part of their 
charge, by the tabernacle and 
ark being fixed in a place, 
David had great numbers of 
them devote themselves to 
music j and distributed 4000 
sacred singers into 24 classes, 
who should serve at the tem> 
pie in their turns. The three 
chief musicians were Asaph, 
Heman, and Jeduthun. The 
four sons of Asaph, six of Jer 
duthun, and fourteen of He- 
man, constituted the chiefs 
of these 24 classes. Their 
NEGiNOTH, or Stringed in- 
struments, were the psaltery 
and harp f to which may, per- 
haps, be added the skemineth, 
shushan, or shwshanimf and 
the alambth, the dtdcimer and 
sackbut : and the nehiloth, 
or wind-instruments, were 
the orgoMf cornet, Jiute, pipe, 
and trumpet. They had also 
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HmkreU, cymbaU, and M2t. 
Bttty as to many of these in- 
stnunents, our )>est informa- 
tion affords us no certain 
knowledge of their particular 
forms. See Harp. 

MUSTARD, a plants the 
seed of which b very small, 
but which, in some latitudes, 
fatecohies arboreous, and ac- 
quires a great sise, so as to 
be truly the ** greatest among 
herbs.'' Mention is made 
in the Talmud of enormous 
mustard plants, into one of 
which the owner climbed, as 
into a fig-tree; and anoUier 
was so large as to cover a tent. 
That inentioned in Matt. xiii. 
31, is called by Linnaeus «t- 
fiapi ewroe4iides. Its branches 
jare real wood, as appears 
$rom a specimen in the col- 
lection of the lato Sir Joseph 
BfLnks. 

MYRRH, a gum issuing 
from a tree of the same 
naine, common in Arabia^ 
Egypt, and Abyssinia. 
Sometimes it issues sponta- 
neously, but is chiefly ob- 
tained by means of incisions 
which are ms^ie twice a 
^ear, the gum being received 
/on m^Jts spread below. It 
eomes Ip Europe in loose 
grains, somewhat like gum- 
arabic. The ancients used 
it as a perfume, and for em* 
balming the dead. It is very 
bitter, whence it is celled 
giUl: and, being supposed to 
have the property, like opi- 
um, of mitigating the sense of 
piu«; it was anciently ^cUnio* 



istered to criminals to allevi* 
ate their anguish. Hence 
some one benevolently offered 
it t9 Christ $ but he declined 
such relief. Msirk xv. S3. 

MYRTLE, a beautifid 
shrub, very common in the 
E^t The blossoms are per- 
fectly white, and intensely 
fragrant. In this unconge- 
nial climate, its size is very 
diminutive 3 but in the Le- 
vant, ft attains the height of 
eight or ten feet. The church 
is compared- to the myrtle. 
Isa. Iv. 13. 

MYS'IA, the north-west- 
em province of Asia Minor, 
on the iEgean Sea. Acts xvi. 
7, 8. Cicero, in. his Orations, 
Jcalls the people a despicable 
race. It is the place called in 
classic writers j^olit, 

BfYSTERY, a secret; 
something which, at present, 
we do not fully understand. 
Thus the doctrines of a Trin- 
ity, the Incarnation, the 
Union which exists between 
Christ and his people, &c. 
sire mysteries, Manv things 
which were mysteries an- 
ciently, are made known by 
Christ and his apostles ; and 
many things in the Bible, 
which are mysteries to the 
irreligious, or to feeble Chris- 
tians, are understood bysuch 
as are eminently good and 
studious. A mystery, there- 
fore, in Scripture, does not 
mean what cannot be, but what 
is not understood. Pagaii 
worship has its *' mysteries 
of iniquity;" shameful crimef 



,y Google 



NAM 



163 



NAZ 



«oaunitted by Uiose who were 
(iilly initim«d. 



N. 

NAHUM, tiEe iev«iitti of 
tJie minor prophets, is 
thought to have lived at the 
time Sennacherib invaded 
Judah. 

The Book of Nahum is 
a poem; gnd is thought by 
critics to be one of the most 
finished and sublime, extant 
in any language. 

NAIL, a term by which two 
different Hebrew words are 
rendered in our translation; 
one of which (yatked) seems 
to mean a common nail or 
tent pin, Isa. zxii. 23, and 
the other {mismer) an orna- 
mental or large-headed nail. 
1 Chr.'xzii. 3. GHiiRDXir 
says, that, in the East, nails 
are not driven into walls with 
a hammer ; stone and mortar 
being too hard, and the clay 
of common houses too fnable ; 
but they are fixed in the wall 
when built, which explatias 
Isa. xxii. 23. 

NAKED, uncovered, ex* 
posed. Gen. ii. 25. This 
word is often used, in a 
modified sense, to describe a 
person only partly clothed. 
Mic. i. 8. John xxi. 7. It ts 
also used figuratively, in va- 
rious senses. Job jexvi. 6, 

NAME, when applied to 



Qod, ofiieo nesDS his B«t«n 
and attributes, that is, Gad 
>inself. PS.XJI. 1. Prov.xviil. 
10. To take God's navie in 
vain, i^ to take a false oath, or 
to mingle his name uselessly 
in our discourse. £x..xx. 7, 

NA'OMI and her husband 
Elimelech retired to the land 
of Moab, because of a fiuniae 
in Canaan ; where their two 
sons, Mahlon and Chilion, 
married Orpab and Ruth. 
After about ten years, Elime- 
lech and his , sons died with- 
out ' leaving any children. 
The return of Naomi to her 
country, and her subsequent 
history, are narrated with 
great beauty and instructive 
ness in the book of Ruth. 

NARD. See Spikenard. 

NATHANIEL. See Bar- 
tholomew. 

NATURE, (1.) Thenatu- 
red order of things, establisb- 
ed in the world. (2.) The ac- 
tual state of any thing, or 
that which makes it what ii 
is. (3.) That principle of rea- 
son, or natural light in the 
mind of man, which is capa- 
ble of great improvement, 
but requires the graee of God 
to direct it to Hs proper end. 
Roin. ii. 14. 1 Cor. xi. U. 

NAZARETH, a small city 
of Galilee, about 76 miles 
north of Jerusalem, situated 
on the side of a bill, and 
overlooking a superb and 
spacious valley formed by 
surrounding mountains. It 
was over a precipice on this 
side, (described by Jowett as 
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60 feet hig^fa,) that the people 
•oag^ht to throw oar Saviour. 
It was noted for wickedness. 
Mark i. 9. John i. 46. Here 
our Saviour labored the 
most part of the thirty years 
of his private -life ; but their 
contempt of his mihistry, and 
attempt to murder him, occa- 
sioned his residing there but 
little afterwards, ^d working 
out few miracles among them. 
Luke iv. 16-^9. it has con- 
tinued to this day to be a place 
of some note, and contained 
at the time of Mr. Jowett's 
researches about 3000 souls. 
Among the population are 
Greeks, Catholics, Greek 
Catholics, and Maronites. 
The precipice over which the 
people attempted to throw our 
Saviour is still conspicuous. 
Luke iv, 29. 

NAZARITE, or Naza- 
REHE, a Jew who made a 
vow to observe uncommon 
devotion either for a given pe- 
riod or for life. Numb. vi. 

Jesus Christ was in fact, 
what these were in profession, 
eowecraUd to God, and hedce 
is called a Nazarene. That 
Christ should be thus conse- 
crated, is declared by various 
prophets, though he. is not 
mentioned in the Old Testa- 
ment under that express title. 
Matt. ii. 23. 

NEAP'OLIS, a seaport 
in Macedonia, Acts xvi. 11, 
the same which is now called 
NapoU. See Shechkm. 

NEBO, a city 8 miles 
south (v( Heshbon. Numb. 



zxxii. 38. Isa. zv. 2. h IM 

now called Abarim, 

NEBO, a mountain wher« 
Moses died, stood in the lot of 
Reuben. Deut. xzxiv. 1. 

NE'BO, an idol, thought 
by some to be the same as 
Dagon. Isa. xlvi. 1., As, how- 
ever, ^this name is found in the 
composition of many Chaldee 
words, such as Nebwhadnez- 
zaVf NabonaasaTf NabopoUU' 
soTf dtc, it was probably a 
different god. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR, 
Nebuchadrezzar J or Nabo^ 
polassar, the most famed 
king of Babylon. His father^ 
Nabopolasser, having raised 
an immense army to queH a 
revolt of the Syrians, Phoeni- 
cians, &c. he was appointed 
xo its command, and with it 
not only subdued those prov- 
inces, but overran Canaan, 
Moab, Ammon, Assyria, 
Egypt, &c. and made them 
tributary. He carried to 
Babylon, among other prin- 
ces of Judah, Daniel, Ha- 
naniah, Mishael, and Azari- 
ah; whom he called Belte- 
skazzoTf Shadrackf Metihaeh, 
and Abednego. These, and 
other young captives, he caus- 
ed to be trained up in all 
the learning of the Chaldeans, 
that they might serve in the 
court. 2 Kings xxiv. Dan. i. 
He twice afterward invaded 
and chastised Judea. 2 Chr. 
xxxvi. Ez. XXV. XXXV. 

. About A. M. 3399, his 
father died, and he became 
king of Babylon. In the 
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second year of his reign, he 
bad a siuprising dream, but 
entirely forgot it. Ail the 
diviners being ^applied to in 
vain, Daniel declared to him 
both the dream and the in- 
terpretation. He was so as- 
tonished, and yet so convinc- 
ed of the truth, that he fell on 
his face before Daniel, and 
acknowledged his God to be 
the God of gods and Lord of 
kings'. ' He made Daniel 
chief of tJie Inse men, and 
governor of tlte province of 
Babylon ; and made 3ha- 
drach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, subordinate governors 
in the same place. Dan. ii. 

NE'CHO, a famous king of 
Egypt, mentioned not only in 
Scripture, but by Herodotus. 
He conquered Judea in the 
days of Josiah. 

NECROMANCER, a con- 
jurer ; one who pretended to 
reveal secrets by intercourse 
with the dead. Deut. xviiL 
11. 

NEG'IKOTH, string€d in- 
struments; This title to some 
of the psaJms implies a sort 
of direction lo the ^chief per 
former on stringed instru 
ments. 

NEHEMIAH, the son of 
Hachaliah, was, perhaps, of 
the royal family of David. 
His being ciip-bearer in the 
Persian court, and his suc- 
ceeding Zerubbabel in the 
government of the Jews, tend 
to confirm this opinion. Fur- 
Bished with royal letters of 



authority, he went to Jenita* 
leni, and spent 12 years in la* 
boring for its restoration. 
He afterwards returned again 
to the Holy City, and proba- 
bly died there.. He wrote' the 
book m the ^Old Testament 
which bears his name. Ne- 
hemiah wajs not a prophet, but 
a historian } and his narrative 
begins about 12 years afler 
that of Ezra closes. In bis 
days flourished the prophet 
SfALACHi ; and Herodotus 
and Thuctdides, the two^ 
most ancient profane histori- 
ans whose works are extant ^ 
and Plato the philosopher. 

NE'HILOTH, a word 
found at the beginning of Ps. 
v. which means wind-instrU'> 
ments, and implies that it is 
addressed to the superintend'* 
ent of the performers on 
flutes in the sanctuary. 

NEHUSH'TAN, a eoa^ 
temptuous name given by 
good Hezekiah to tbe<brazen 
serpent. When it became 
an object of idolatrous wor- 
ship, he caused it to be de- 
stroyed, and called it Nehufh-, 
tan, that is, a little bnus ser-* 
pent ! % Kings xviii. 4. 

NEIGHBOR, (1.) One 
who lives near another. (2.) 
Every man to whom we have 
an opportunity of doing good. 
Matt. xxii. 39, (3.) One who 
pities and relieves another in 
distress. Luke x. 36. (4.) 
One who. stands in need of 
help. Prov. iii. 28. OurSa, 
viour reproved the Phariseci 
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for Msmg the word in a re- 
stricted sense, aiid infomked 
them that all men were their 
neighbors, and that their 
charity should be exercised 
even to their enemies. Matt. 
v.43,44. J^Tike X. 29— 37. 

NER^GAL, an idol men- 
tioned 2 Kings xvii. 30, which 
Calmet agrees with the Rab- 
1»ins in supposing was worship- 
ped under the form of a cock. 

NETH'INIMS, persons 
who waited on the Lord's 
house, performing inferior 
offices, under the direction ^f 
the Levites. Ezra ii. 68, 
and viii. 20. They- are gup- 
posefl to be the descendants 
of the Gibeonites, who de- 
ceived the Hebrew princes, 
and were devoted to labori- 
ous occupations. Josh. iz. 
They had a particular place 
in Jerusalem where they 
dwelt, called Ophel. Neh. 
iTi. 26. Ezra viii. 17— 20. 

NETOPHA, the same as 
Netophathi, a. city of Jadah 
near Bethlehem. 

NETTLES, in Job xxx. 7, 
. eannot mean our nettles, be- 
cause persons took shelter un- 
der it. It probably means a 
thorny thicket, such as is com- 
mon in India. 

NEW TESTAMENT, 
the sacked book of Chris- 
tians, though not to the- ex- 
clusion of the Old Testament. 
The books which compose the 
New Testament are supposed 
to have been writteta in the 
firilowing order :— 



A. D. 

3& The Gospel of Mattbew,writ* 
ten in Judea. ' 

5Q. 1st an4 2d These, written 
from Corinth. 

** Galatians, written from Cor- 
inth or Macedonia. 

56. Ist Corinth, from Ephesua 

57. Sd Corinth, from Macedonia. 

58. Romans, written from Cor- 

inth. 
61. Ephesians, written firon 

Rome. 
" James, written at Jeru8aIe^l• 
6&. Philippians, Colossians and 

Philemon, from Rome. 

63. The Gospel of Luke, written 

in Greece. 
« Hebrews, written from 
Rome. 

64. The Aets of the Apostles, 

written in Greece. 

* * Ist Timothy and Titus, writ- 
ten in Macedonia. 

** Ist Peter, written flrom Bab- 
ylon. 

65. The Gospel of Mark, writ- 

ten from Rome. 

« 2d Timothy, written fSrom 
Rome. 

»« 3d Peter, written fh>m Baby- 
lon. 

" Judej where written, un- 
known. 
90. Ist John, written from Pat- 
mos. 

<< 2d and 3d John, from Epb- 
esus. 

96. John, at Ephesus, writes the 

book of Revelation. 

97. John writes his Gospel at 

the same place. 

NIB'HAZ, an idol of the 
Hivites, worshipped in the 
form of a dog. 2 Kings xvii, 31. 

NICOLA'ITANS. It is 
not known whether these were 
a sect, or only certain false 
and seducing teachers ; nor is 
it known from whom the name 
is derived. The Greek name 
for Nicolas corresponds with 
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the Hebrew for J^alacan. 
They are supposed to have 
4enied the real human nature 
of Christ, and of course the 
reality of his sufferings. They 
seem to have been singularly 
profligate and impur^. Rev. 
li. 6. It is thought they are 
alluded to in 2 Pet. ii. and 
Jude 7—19. 

NICOP'OLtS> the name 
of several ancient cities. That 
to which Paul refers, Titus iii. 
13, is probably in Thrace^ on 
the River Nestus, near the 
eastern border of Macedonia. 

NIGHT, (1.) The Ume 
between evening and morning. 
(2.) The time of heathenish 
lenorance and profaneness. 
Rom. xiii. \t. (3.) Adversity. 
Isa. zxi. 12. (4.) Death, 
wherein we are laid asleep. 
John iz. 4. (5.) The season 
iii which any thing comes sud- 
denly and unexpectedly upon 
us. 1 Thess. v. 2. Isa. xv. 
1. Luke xii. 20. (6.) The 
whole time of our life on 
earth, during which ^e are 
dark, by reason of ignorance, 
and are exposed to danger and 
sinful stumbling. Rom. xiii. 12. 

NIGHT-HAWK, the strix 
&rientalUf a voracious bird of 
the size of the common owl, 
80 bold and daring in Syria, 
as to attack even children if 
exposed at night, occurs 
Lev. xi. 16. Deut. xiv. 15, only. 

NILE. This riyer is not 
expressly named in Bcripture, 
but is referred to in the ac- 
count of the plagues of Egypt. 
It rises in Ethiopia. Its course 



is at first tortuoue, but after* 
wards nearly north. It is not 
the same as the river of E^ 
gypU See Egypt. Its length 
is 2000 miles. Its overflow 
occurs in August, by reason 
of the rainy season in the 
country of its sources.- The 
water then extends in the flat, 
or northern part of Egypt, 
about 20 miles on each side 
of the river. When the wa- 
ters are nearly subsided, the 
inhabitants sow their seed, 
which settles into the mud, and 
without further trouble pro* 
duces a crop, which explains 
Ecc. xi. 1, << Cast thy bread 
upon the waters,'^ &^c. Arti* 
ficial laJces and cisterns arc 
made to retain the water. Ii 
is said that 200,000 oxen are 
employed in raising the water 
from these and from the river 
in the dry season. The river 
water is discolored, but very 
wholesome. So dependent 
were the Egyptians on their 
river, that they paid it saered 
honors, and worshipped its 
reptiles and plants. Most 
striking therefore was the pun- 
ishment which Jehovah sent 
them through the river, whea 
he turned its waters into blood, 
and aflerwards caused it to 
bring forth myriads of frogs. 
Ex. vii. 8. 

NIMRAH, a city in the 
canton pf Gad. Numb, xxxii. 
3,36. 

NIMRIM, a city east of 
Jordau. Isa. xv.. 6. It is 
thought to be the same which 
St. Jerome calls Nemra. 
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NUfROD, a buslOT aad 
Aonarah of vast •mbilioH and 
foceess. Hs w«i batm jo^ 
Wfore the ootmaeneemeiit of 
iIm tower of Babel. When be 
iote to be kio^, he repeoplcd 
Babel, whieh had been deso- 
late since the eonfusion of 
tongues, but did not dare to 
attempt the finishing of the 
tewer. The Serif>Care8 inform 
m he became " mighty npon 
earth ;'' bnt the extent of his 
conquests is not known. 

NINEVEH, a city of As- 
Syria, called also Ninus. It 
was the capital of that empire 
till Esariiaddon conquered 
Babylon, when that city shar- 
ed the royal presence, the 
eourt being sometimes at one 
place and sometimes at the 
other. It was founded by 
Ankur, the son of Shem, Qen. 
X. II, and became one of the 
largest cities in the worlds In 
the 29th year of the reign of 
Josiah, km^of Judah, Nineveh 
was utterly destroyed by the 
Modes. It was afterwards par- 
tially rebttilt,but never became 
considerable, and was finally 
destroyed by the 9aracens in 
the 7th century. It is now call- 
ed Mosul, and is only famous 
for being the residence of the 
patiiarch of the Nestorians, 
of Which sect are most of the 
Christians in those parts.* 



* The Neitoriani are the foltow- 
eit of JWf CorttttyBishop of Comrtan- 
tinople, who tired early in the 5th 
century. Their dlBtinguishing ten- 
et is,that Chriat posseaaed not only 
e#o wrtwrii, but two fttnotu ; the 
eat of whien was divue, and the 



M osid b on the wwt side of 
the Tigris, and was anciently 
only an appendage to the 
city, which itself stood on 
the east side, where rains 
of vast extent have been seen 
by modem travellers. Ac- 
cording to Diodoras Siculus, 
the circumference of Nineveh 
was 60 miles. Jonah was 
dn'ee days in going round to 
proclaim its overthrow; 20 
miles being as much as he 
could leisurely walk in a day. 
The destruction of Nineveh, 
above mentioned, fulfilled the 
following' prophecies, to which 
the reader is referred. Jon. 
iii. Nah. it. and iii. Zepb. 
ii. 13. It is often a matter of 
wonder how structures so 
vast as were many in Nine- 
veh, especially the walls, 
which were nearly 30 feet 
thick, could be so utterly 
thrown down, that the very 
situation of some of these an- 
cient cities cannot now be 
clearly ascertained. The 
cause is partly explained when 
we remember that the cost 
and difficulty of obtaining 

«fther human. About A. D. 438, 
Fherozesjthe Peniaui monarch, put 
this sect m possesston of ecclesi- 
astical authority . They gradually 
spread into adjacent countries ; 
and their spiritual dominion is to 
this day very extensive, taking in 
a great part of Asia, and embrac- 
ing also part of Arabia, and the 
coast of Malabar. This sect haa 
always refused to enter into the 
communion of the Romish church, 
and has carefiilW aiwlded a mnlti- 
tnda of snperstitaoos practices ooor 
mon to other Eastern Chriitian& 
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riaatciials lor bmldin^ in ike 
East, have made it eommoii, 
(torn time iumMHional, to re' 
sort to detected towns for raa« 
tefials to erect neir ones. 
Thus Seleueia was bailt witfa 
the ruins of Babylon, and Mo- 
sul from those of Nineveh. 

NIS'ROCH, a god of Assy* 
riayworshipped under the form 
of an eag^le. SLKings xiz. 37. 

•NITTIE. This word, which 
oeetfrs bvt twice in thie Bible, 
does not mean what we now 
caH ftUref or HUi^^re, but is 
that native salt called no- 
irum, by naCuraKsts. The 
natnim is an earthy aHialine 
salt, found in abundance on 
the surface of the Lake Natron 
fA Egypt, inSindy, an interior 
province of Asia, and many 
other places. It is in all re- 
spects the same as the Sinyma 
" soap earth/' Solomon evi- 
dently means this substance^ 
when he compares theeffectof 
unseasonable Qiirth upon aman 
in affliction to the action of vin* 
egar on nitre. Prov. xxv. 90. 
Vinegar has no effect upon 
what we call nitre, but upon 
^is earthy alkali it produces 
violent effervescence. Being 
of a soapy nature, it was used 
to cleanse clbthes and the 
skin ; to which is the allftsion 
in Jer. ii.'22. 

NO, an Egyptian city, which 
now does not exist. Vitringa 
considers it to be the same as 
Noph, which see. This, how- 
ever, is veryin^robaUe. The 
tame of the city is properly 
HdhAmman, i. e. the seat of 
16 



the god Ammon, gettcnSht 
called simply No, Nah. ill. 
8. Ezek. XXX. 14— 16. Mod- 
era investigations have set- 
tled, beyond doubt, that this 
city was ThebeSf the famous 
capital of Egypt, called also 
JHospolis by the Greeks, and 
the chief seat of the worship 
of Jupiter Ammon. Its ruins 
are the wonder pnd delight of 
all travellers. Jer. xlvi. 25. 

NOD, a land to which Cain 
withdrew after his fratricide. 
Gen* iv. 16: We have no 
means, at present^ of knowing 
what country this was. Gen. 
iy. 16. 

NOPH, the ancient Mem- 
pkiSf near to which are the 
famous pyramids. It seem» 
not improbable that these pyr- 
amids were built by the chil- 
dren of Israel, ivhile slaves 
to Pharaoh 5 but vrhetherthey 
were designed as places of 
worship or sepuldnres for the 
deady is uncertain. 

NOVICE, a new convert. 
Such a one is not to be put 
into the ministry. 1 Hm. iii. 6. 

NUMBERS, the fourth 
book of the Old Testament, 
se called frobi its containing 
an account of the nun^ering 
of the children of Israel. 
Chapters i. ii. and xxvi. It 
records the history of Israel 
for 88 years ; that is, from the 
beginning of the second mondi 
of the second year after their 
exodus from Egypt, to the be- 
ginning of the eleventh month 
of the fortieth year of their 
jounieyings. Most of tha 
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transactions which are men* 
tioned, took place in the second 
and the thirty-eighth years. ' 
NUTS, a word which oc- 
curs only Gen. xliii. 11, and 
IS variously rendered. It is 
probably the fruit of the pista- 
chio tree. The size is about 
the same as the hazel nut. 



O. 



Ok1i.y a tree of great stat- 
ure and durability. Abraham 
pitched his tent, and Joshua 
set up the tabernacle; beneath 
an oak. Josh. xxiv. 26. Its 
durability made the idolater 
select it as the substance of 
his god. Is. xliv. 14. The 
British Druids held it sacred. 
It is admirable timber for 
ships, and is now chiefly used 
-for that purpose. 

OATH, a solemn act, where- 
in we swear by God, or call 
him to witness the truth of 
what we assert or promise, 
and to curse us in time and 
eternity, if we swear what is 
false or unknown to us^ or if 
we <lo not perform what we 
engage. An oath should nev- 
er be taken but in matters of 
importance, nor sWom by the 
name of any but the true God, 
as it is an act of solemn wor- 
ship; nor irreverently, without 
godly fear and awe of the 
Most High. Josh, xxiii. 7. 



James v. 1^.. Deut^ vi. 15. 
Matt. V. 34, S6. Jer. ▼. 7. 
The multiplication of oaths-, 
therefore, in commerce, and 
common affairs, is a great sin. 
The irreverent' and hurried 
manner in which they are too 
frequently administered, has a 
gpreat tendency to isfcrease 
perjury. 

The lawfubiess of solemnly 
taking our oath to the truth, 
is certified by Seripture exam- 
ple, Matt. xxvi. 63, 64 } Rom. 
i. 9 3 2 Cor. xi. 11, and 31 ; 
Ps.i.20>Heb.vi.l3,175and 
by intimation that this method 
may be resorted to for the set-* 
tlement of strife, Heb. vi. 16. 
Few sins are so. heinous as 
profane swearing. It has 
neither the force of bodily ap- 
petite, nor love of^ain, for 
its^ixcuse; while it betrays the 
grossest contempt of God, and 
tends to destroy all certainty 
of testimony. Matt. v. 34. 

OBADIAH is thought to 
have lived about the time that 
Jerusalem was sacked by Neb- 
uchadnezzar. He prophesied 
of the destruction of Edom, 
and the fntore prosperity of 
Zion. 

OBLATION; an offering 
where no life was destroyed. 
Oblations consisted of bread, 
fruit, meal,wine,oii^ cakes, &.c. 
appointed for this purpose. 
See Offering^ and Sacri- 
fice. 

OFFEND, (1.) To com- 
mit sin. AcUxxv.8. (2.) To 
cause to commit sin. " Who- 
so shall offenc) one of these 
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little OQes/' &c Matt, xviii. 
6— e. 1 Cor. X. 32. (3.) To 
be scandaJized or displeased. 
Matt. XV. 12. Thus the mean- 
ness fyf Christ's birth was a 
stone of stunbling and rock 
of offence^ Isa. viii. 14. 1 
Cor. viii. 13. In this sense 
we are to understand Ps. 
cxix. 165^ where it is said of 
those who love God's law, that 
** nothing shall offend them." 
OFFERING, a sacrifice, 
any thing offered or present- 
ed in Worship. The Hebrews 
had several kinds of offerings, 
which were all intended to ex- 
hibit and enforce the great 
truths of religion. 

The Burnt-Offejiings 
were presented to God, as the 
Maker, Preserver, and Lord 
of the universe, entitled to all 
adoration and honor. The 
"whole burnt-offerings," as 
their name imports, were all 
burnt except the skin. They 
signified, that the whole man, 
m whose stead they were of- 
fered, was to be entirely de- 
voted to God, without re- 
serve; that he himself had 
deserved to be utterly con- 
sumed ; that the sufferings of 
the Messiah, as the sinner's 
Substitute, would be extreme- 
ly great ; and that all fleshly 
lusts, and selfishness of prin-; 
ciple, are to be completely 
mortified. 

The Sih-Offering and 
the Trespass-Offering are 
described in Lev. iv. and v. 3 
but the exact difference be- 
tween the transgressions to 



which they have relerencc 19 
very obscure. It seems pro- 
bable, that the sin-offering was 
for violation of prohibitory 
statutes 3 and the trespass-of- 
fering was for neglect of im- 
perative statutes. It was not 
so entirely consumed by fire 
as the burnt-offering. (Com- 
pare Lev. i; 9, and ch. vii. 8, 
with ch. vi. 25, 26, and 29.) 
The victim was brought to the 
door of (he tabernacle 3 the 
offender put his hand upon its 
head, confessed his sins, and 
supplicated pardon, saymg, 
" I beseech thee, O Lord y I 
have sinned, I have trespass- 
ed, I have rebelled j^-but now 
I repent, and let this" (that 
is, his sacrifice) '* be my ex- 
piation." The animal was 
then slain, and reconciliation 
enjoyed with God. It is thus 
we confess our sms, in an 
humble dependence upon the 
atonement of Jesus Christ, 
and look for salvation through 
his precious blood. Restitu- 
tioitf so often mentioned in 
Scripture, formed an indispen- 
sable part of the duty of hini 
that presented these offerings. 
If he held his neighbor's prop- 
erty unjustly, he not only now 
restored it, but added a fifth 
part. Num. v. 6 — 8. Ex. 
xxii. 3—8. 

The Peace-Offerings 
and Thank-Offerings had 
respect to God, as reconciled 
to us, aiid as the Giver of all 
our possessions. They were 
free-will or voluntary obla- 
tions, either in return for bless* 
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iiigs received, or in supplica- 
tioo for mercies desired. The 
blood, &c. of these^ victims 
was offered up by the priest, 
and the remainder returned to 
the worshipper, who added to 
it such other things as he 
choise, and made a feast, to 
which widows, orphans, slaves 
and Levites, were invited. 
Christ is oi^r Peace-Offering ; 
and it is for him, and by 
him, that we render thanks- 
giving unto the Father. 

The Wave-Offebihgs 
were shaken or tossed to and 
fro, tow^ds the several parts 
of the world, to denote God's 
universal dominion and the 
extent of the Redeemer's sac- 
rifice. Lev. viii. 

The Meat-Offebino con- 
sisted of gills of flour, incense, 
oil, spice, &.C. ^ The priest 
sprinkled part of the flour and 
all the incense upon the altar, 
and the rest belonged to. him 
and the other priests. 

Drink-offerings were 
not commonly offered alone, 
biit accompanied other offer- 
ings ; part of the wine, oil, &c. 
was poured on the altar, the 
rest was for the priest. 

"The law was a shadow 
of good things to come} but 
the body is of Christ." Col. 
ii. 17} and Heb. x. 1. Many 
of the Hebrews, it is proba- 
ble, placed a carnal depen- 
dence on ceremonial offerings, 
and did not entirely appreci- 
ate their symbolical meaning. 
But this error is decidedly 
condemned in many places. 



Ps. 1. 8^23. xt. 6, 9. Isa. i. 
11*— 20. Hos. vi. 6. Mie. vL 
6-^, &c. 

OIL, or Ointment, is now 
extracted from the fat of fish- 
es, from flaxseed, and a mul- 
titude of other substances. 
Oil obtained from olives, that 
is, such as we now call sweet 
oilf was abundant in the Holy 
Land. Deut. xx^i. 13. Bread 
dipped in oil was reckoned a 
delicate repast. An infusion 
of some flowers made it fra- 
grant. Matt. XX vi. 7. Ps. 
xcii. 10. The Hebrews used 
olive oil in their meat-offer- 
ings, in their sacred lamps, 
and in their common use ; but 
there was a sacred oil com- 
, pounded with cinnamon, cal- 
amus, cassia, and myrrh, 
which was used in the anoint- 
ing of the priests, the taber- 
nacle and furniture. None of it 
was to be applied to any other 
use } nor was any to b^made 
like it except for sacred uses. 

OLIVE, a tree very com- 
mon in Judea. It makes a 
fine appearance, having 
spreading branches like our 
apple tree, and remaining 
green in the winter. It flour- 
ishes about 200 years. There 
are two kinds, the wild and 
the cultivated} the former 
being smaller and poorer than 
the latter. It is the chief re- 
source of Orientals for oil, an 
article they use in great abun- 
dance, both for food and oint- 
ment, as well as light. Its 
oil was considered good for 
wounds, bruises, &c. Tbt 
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fimit, vhick is about the size 
of a small plum, is Very wbole- 
soine and^ooribhing. 

Capt. Cook found that 
its gpreen branches, earned in 
the hands, or stuck in tiie 
ground, were the emblems of 
peace, universally employed 
and understood l^y the numer- 
ous and untutored inhabitants 
of the South Sea Islands. The 
origin of a custom thus re- 
ceived, and religiously ob- 
served, by nations dwelling 
on opposite sides of the globe, 
who never had the smallest 
intercourse with one another, 
must be sought for near the 
beginning, of time, when the 
inhabitants of our earth, form- 
ing but one family, attached 
the most pleasing recollec- 
tions to the bringing of an 
olive branch. Gen. viii. 11. 
A reference to the same sign 
of mercy to Noah, may be 
traced in the derivation of 
the Greek word tXatoi, mercy, 
firom c^aia, an olive. 

OL'IVET, or Mount of 
Olives, stood about 625 
paces east of Jerusalem, from 
which it was separated by the 
valley of Jehoshaphat and 
bibok Kidron. From its sum- 
mit there is a fine view of Je- 
rusalem, of the Dead Sea, uf 
the vast and irregular deli 
which leads to it, commencing 
at the valley of Jehoshaphat, 
and of the distant plains and 
mountains of Moab. This is 
the spot whence our Saviour 
afleended into heaven in sight 
•f bis apostles. 
15* 



OME'OA, the last letter 
of the Greek alphabet. See 
Alpha. 

O'MERj see Hoher. 

ON, a city of Egypt, called 
HeliopoHs by the Septuagint 
version. Gen. zli. 45, and by 
Herodotus, who says the in- 
habitants were" the wisest of 
the Egyptians." The father- 
in-law of Joseph was big^ 
priest of On. This was the 
city of Moses, according to 
Berosus, and accounts for his 
being '' learned in all the wis- 
dom of the Egyptians." Acts 
vii. 22. Heliopolis was the 
Greek translaiion of Beth- 
shemeshf " the house or city 
of the sun," and is called 
( Jer. xliii. 13.) " Beth-shemesh 
in the land of Egj'pt," to dis- 
tinguish it from a plaCe of the 
same name in Canaan. Josh, 
xix. 38. 

ONES'IMUS, a slave of 
Philemon, a^i^ealthy Christian 
in Colosse. For some un- 
known reason, he absconded 
fl-om his master. Coming to 
Rome, he was converted to 
Christianity by Paul j and be- 
ing a man of intelligence and 
respectability, as Oriental ser- 
vants often were, he proved 
very useful to Paul during his 
imprisonment. He then re-> 
turned to his former situation, 
with Paul's Epistle to Phi- 
lemon j which jsee. 

ONESIPH'ORUS was an 
Ephesian convert of some dis- 
tinction, who, being at Rome 
during Paul's imprisonment, 
openly befriended him, and 
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euppHed his wantSyWhen many 
of his frieads were afraid to do 
so. 2 Tim. 1. 16, and ir. 19. 
. ONION, a word oeei£ning 
Numb. xi. 5, only. Those 
of Eg^ypt greatly surpass any 
oiherd in exceUence. The &et 
that onions were eaten in Egypt 
during the bondage of Israel, 
may indicate that they had 
not then become so gross in 
idolatry, ba to worship this 
plant, as wa9 the case in the 
days of Jutkital, who sati- 
rises the Egyptians for this 
superstition. 

ONO was in the tribe of 
Benjamin, 1 Chron. viii. 12. 

ON'YCHA, a fragrant 
gum, probably the bddlium, 
which is a gum, smooth and 
shining like a man's nail, 
which the Greeks call onyx, 
and is by some authors called 
" bddla onyx/* to distinguish 
It from other kinds. Some 
anthors have followed Dtos- 
corides, who considers cnycha 
to be the produce of a shell 
fish, found in some lakes of 
India. Bui India was too 
distant for drugs to be im- 
ported thence into Judea } and 
beside the original word meant 
to '* drop like a tear,'' to '' dis- 
til,'' and must mean something 
ihatexiMfex. The word ocears 
in Ex. XXX. S4> only. 

O'NYX, a predoos stmie. 
What it was is very uncertain ; 
probably a variety of the 
agate, or the chalcedony. 

OPHIR, the son of Joktan. 
Whether he gave name to the 
ewintry famous for gold, or 



where thai eonatry was, w« 
can hardly determine. It is 
certain that its geld was r^^^ 
nowned even m the time of 
Job, ch. zzii. 24 ; xxviit. IS ; 
and that from the time of 
David to the lime of Jehosha*- 
phat,the Hebrews traded with 
it, and that Uxzi^ revived 
this trade when he made 
himself master of Elath, a 
noted port on the Red Sea. 
In Solomon's time, the He- 
brew fleet took up three years 
in their voyage to Ophir, and 
brought home gold, apes, pea- 
cocks, spices, ivory, ebony, 
and almug-trees. 1 Kings ix. 
28 J X. 11 ; xxn. 48. 2 On, 
ix. 10. 

OPPRESSION, unreason 
able imposition, whether on 
men's property, character, ot 
conscience. Persecution of 
aU kinds partakes of the na- 
ture of this sin. 

ORACLE, sometUng de- 
livered li^y supernafbral wis- 
dom. The ''most holy place," 
in the temple, was called the 
orac&, because there the priest 
inquired of God. 1^ Kings 
vi. ^-19. The Scriptures 
are the oracles of God, whiefa 
Christians ought to consult at 
all times; especially hi mat* 
ters of difficulty, and in tfaa 
great affairs relating to their 
souls and another Hie. Heb^ 
v. 12. Acts vii. 38. 

ORDINANCE, aa ap« 
pointed rite or observaace. 
No religious ordinance isbind>> 
ing, or even admissible, which 
is not of divine insliiotioni 
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■5r tun any so instituted be 
varied or modified by human 
caprice or judgment. Baptism 
and the Lord's Supper are 
the only proper ordinances of 
Christianity. , 

ORG ANy a wind-instrument 
of music, inTcnted by JnbaJ, 
the sixth in descent from Cain; 
but JubaFs was probably very 
different from ours, which are 
composed of various kinds of 
pipes, some of them 90 or 40 
feet long. The present kind 
we do not know to be more 
Chan 800 years old. Gen. iv. 
«1. Ps.cl. 4. 

ORI'ON, a constellation 
consisting of nearly 80 stars, 
which appears to us in Novem- 
ber. Job xxxviii. 31. 

OSEE,one of the prophets, 
called in the Old Testament 
Hosea. Rom. ix. 26. 

OSPRAY, the black eagle. 
Bruce has probably described 
this bird under the ^ame nuta 
tokooT. It occurs in Lev. 
zi. IS, and Deut. xiv, 12, only. 

OSSIFRAGE, the vnlture, 
occurs Lev. xi. IS. Deut. xiv. 
12, only. 

. OSTRICH, the largest of 
all fowls, weiring from GO to 
80 pounds, and apparently the 
connecting link between birds 
and quadrupeds. It is often 
7 or 8 feet In height. Its eggs, 
of which it lays 30 or 40 in a 
season, are as large as a 
child's head, and are left in 
the sand to be hatched by the 
sun. Job xxxix. 14, 16. Os- 
triches are found in the desert 
of Arabia, where they live 



chiefly on vegetables, and 
lead a social inoffensive }a^. 
It sometimes utters a remark* 
ably plaintive note, as thougl 
it was in great pain. Mic. i. 8. 
In swiftness they fer exceed 
the horse. Job xxxix. 18, and 
though taken by men on horse* 
back, it is by stratagem. The 
Arabs often ride upon them. 
The bstrich is so timid that at 
any alarm it will fly and leave 
i^ ^%K^} or ^'«n its young 
ones 3 which explains Lam* 
iv. 3. It is there foretold, that 
the distress of the Jews should 
be so great, that parents would 
sufier their chSldren to perish, 
being engrossed with anxiety 
to preserve themselves. It is 
said, Job xxxix. 16, 17, ** she 
is hardened against her yooag 
ones, as though they were not 
hers,^' and that she is «do* 
prived of understanding ;'' 
and such is remarkably the 
fact. In flight it sometimes 
hides its head) and thinking 
itself safe when it cannot see 
its pursuer, is easily taken. 

OUCHES, sockeU for the 
gems of the high priest's 
breastplate. Ex. xxxix. 6. 
The soldermgv of the riagfs at 
the comers seem also to be sa 
called. Ex. xxxix. 1^. 

CUTER, exiemal. '*Oui9r 
darknegi" means the darkuess 
of the night without, in oppo- 
sition to the light and splendor 
of'the feast within. Henee 
tho phrase is also used t» ex- 
press the state of exduMMi 
from the kiagdem t4 God. 
Matt. viii. 12. 
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wiitiiig bis library, he invent- 
^, or greatly improved, the 
liiBnafactare of parchment 5 
after whieh, books of note 
were written on parchment 
for almost 1300 years. The 
parchments which Paal left at 
TroaS; and ordered Timothy 
to bring with him, were prob- 
ably either the original 
drahs of some of his epis- 
tles, or a marked copy of the 
Old Testament. 2 Tim. iv. 
13. Paper made of rags, has 
been in use about 550 years. 
Latterly, cotton rags, old 
ropes, straw, and other sub- 
stances, have been made into 
paper. 

PATHOS, a commercial 
city of Cyprus, visited by 
Paul. Actsxiii.6. Twenty- 
five or thirty poor huts are all 
that remain of this once met- 
ropolitan city. This Miser- 
able village is now called 
Safa. 

PARABLE, a short weighty 
•eutence, or a similitude, used 
to eonvey instruction to igno- 
rant, prejudiced, or inatten- 
tive hearers. The ancienu 
i|9ed parables frequently. 
-The following table, ac- 
cording to Newcome's Har* 
mony, shows the order in 
which those of Christ were 
delivered :— • 

Blind leading thoUind, Loks t1. 89. 

Hoqn fcundted on a rode, Matt. vfl. 94. 

Tho two deblon, Lnhe tU. 41. 

fiKpelled dBTil leMuning, Matt. x{i. 48. 

Tte rich fi)ol, Lpke x4. 16. 

Tbe yafcbfql MrTanta, " ziL 88. 

Tte barren Tig-trec, " xiO. 6. 

The eowte. Mttft. xUi. 8. 



The wheat and tarn, filatt. xOL ML 
The growth of the Mfidt Mark hr. 39. 
The miutaxd aeed, Matt. xUL 81. 

Theleayep, •• " 83. 

The hidden treoaure, " *' 44. 

The pearl of great price, " <* 4S. 
The flahing net, " »' 47. 

The good houwholder, , '* " fit. 
New piece to the gannent, Lnkn T. 88. 
Newwfaieinoldt)otUea, " *' 87. 
The loat aheep, MaU. xriiU 11. 

Umnerciiui aemnt, " •* 28. 

Sheplyerd and dieep, , John x. 11. 
Good Samaritan, I^uJm x^ 80. 

The-ambltiouB gueets, " xlv. 7. 
The neglected invitations, *' " It. 
Building a tower, " "* S8. 

Xing going to war, tf ** H. 

The loet piece of ailrer, 't- *▼• '• 
The prodigal eon, »• ' " 11. 

The unjust ateward, " xri. 1. 

lUeh man and Lazanrs, > ** ** ll. 
Hie master and aerrap^ ** xrii. 7. 
The on}uBt Judge, <* xriiL 1. 

Pbariaee and pobliean, " " 9. 
Laborera in Tineyard, MatL xx. 1. 
Ttae>fen ponnda, Luke xlx. 11. 

ThetwoBons, Matt. xxl. 88. 

Wicked boabandmen, « " 88. 
Weddhig garment, ** . ' xxii. 1. 

Pig-tree putting forth, *' xxiv. 32. 
The master's retnn, '* •* 44. 
The ten Tifgins, *' xxr. 1. 

The talents, " " 14. 

The true Vine, John xr. 1,3. 

To understand parables, it 
is proper to observe, (1.) It 
is not necessary that the rep- 
r^esentation of natural things 
in a parable should be strictly 
matter of fact, because the 
design is not to inform con- 
cerning these, but concerning 
some more momentous trutll ; 
nor is it necessary that all the 
actions in a parable be strictly 
just. 2 Sam. xiv. Luke xvi. 
1*— 8. (2.) We must chiefly 
attend to the scope of the 
parable, which i8 to he gath- 
ered from its inspired expli- 
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cation. If any; o^ from tlie 
antroduetion to it, or the con- 
dusioir of it. (S.) Hence it 
ibllowsy that we are not to 
expect that Avery circum- 
stance in the parable should 
be answered by something in 
the explication J for several 
circumstances may be added 
for the sake of decor&m, or 
mere allusion to that whence 
the figure of the parable is 
taken. (4.) Yet a parable 
may inform us of several 
truths beside that wjiich is the 
main intent of it. 

PARADISE, the abode of 
glorified spirits. Luke xxiii. 
44. 2 Cor. xii. 4. Rev. 
xxvii. See Edkh.' 

PARAN formed a pan of 
Arabia Petrea. Deut.xxxiii.S. 

PARDON, the remission 
of punishment due to guilt. 
Various similitudes, and 
touching expressions, are used 
in Scripture, to show how 
ready the Lord is to pardon 
sinners, and to blot out their 
sins, cast tkem bfkmd Mm, &«. 
Christians are required to par- 
don others, by tint noblest of 
Inotives, ''even as Grod for 
Christ's sake hath pardoned 
us." 

PARTHIA, an ancient em- 
pire/ south of the Caocasns, 
and east of the Tigris, which 
subsisted 400 years. The na- 
tives were remarkable for 
continuing to fight even when 
they were obliged to retreat. 
In the latter periods of the 
Roman republic, they were a 
powerful people. It bow 



forms a part of Persia. Doubt- 
less the Jews from Parthia, 
who heard Peter's sermon 
carried home the knowledge 
of the Christian faith $ but u>t 
many ages past, there has 
been but little Christianity 
here. Acts ii.^ 9. 

PARTITION, a separatioi^ 
between the parts df a thing. 
The peculiar ceremcules Sf 
the Jews were a **wall of 
partition** between them and 
the Gentiles. Jesus did them 
away, and now the wall of 
separation is abolished. Epfa. 
ii. 14—16. 

PARTRIDGE. This^irdi» 
mentioned but twice in Scrips 
ture. In 1 San^. xxvi. 20, 
David compares himself to it 
hunted by an enemy. The 
prophet speaks of " th$ par- 
tridge that sitteih on tggi and 
hatcheth them not," as beinr 
like the man who ** gettetk 
riches and not by right." As 
the bird makes no other nest 
than a hollow on the ground, 
her eggs are very often de* 
stroyed by rains or the feet ef 
animate. Several of them will 
sometimes lay in the same 
nest, r so that the sitting hes 
cannot cover them all, and 
many are spoiled. Fifty or* 
sixty eggs are often found in 
one nest. Jer. xvii. 11. 

PASSION, any strong: <>' 
violent emotion of the mmd j 
desire for or aversion to a 
thing, as anger, love, joy^ 
Sec. >-4be last sufferings of 
the Redeemer of the world. 

PASSOVER, A feast of 
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the J9WS, in commdOiorftlMm 
of the time ^"heu G0d; ymituig 
the firftt-born af ^e Egyptisas, 
passed over tbc h^Uitiooa of 
the Hebrews. £x. xU. ^The 
lamb which w^a slam, caileci 
U\e pascai lamb, was ft type 
of Christ, the Lamb of Qod, 
slain firom the foundaidon of 
the world. Rev. xUi. 8. Andy 
as tha destroying angel passed 
ever the houses of the H«- 
Wews^ which were marked 
wi4h the bk>od of this pascal 
lambv.^; the wrath of God 
passes over those whose sou]» 
are sprinkled with the blood 
of Chris*. lCor.v.7. Heb. 
zii. 24. Tho month of the 
esodus fjrom Egypt was or- 
dained thenceforth to be the 
first of the sacred year. On 
the 14th de^ of this month, 
atbeut sunset, the pascal lamb 
was to be killed. See Feast. 

PAT'ARA; a seaport of 
l^jcia. Here was a famous 
temple of Apollo ; and ora- 
cles, eqjual in repute tp those 
of Delphos, were given for 
six months .of the year. Paul 
tpu/ched here in his way from 
Mai^edoota to Jerusalem. Acts 
xxi. 1. We find no traces of 
Christianity here till the fourth 
century,' nor aiVer the ninth, 
when the Saracens wasted the 
country. ^ 

PATH. See Wait. 

PATHROS, a city or can- 
ton of Egypt. It is probably 
i^Phaturis of VVmy, It had 
it« name from PaAhntsim, the. 
fifth, too iOf JIfiiuaiiB, who built, 
or peeptod it. Gl»tt. ». H. 



PATIENCE, that ooUv 
passion 9t power of the mnd 
wMch Mnders ut capable oS 
enduring the difficulties, afflie" 
tipns, and disappteintmeata, 
that happen in this lite y that 
grace which enables us read- 
ily to sohmit tothe wUl of God 
under all cifcumstances ; an 
humble and submissive watt- 
ing for attd expectation of 
eternal life, and the i^ecom* 
pHshment of €k>d's promises } 
thai long suffering of Geid, 
vKhich dellLys the punishioeot 
of sinners, and allows them 
space foff lepeakanee. Afatt. 
xriiL 26-^39. Rom. ii..4. h 
is a virtue which, thoagb muc^ 
overlooked, and reckoned o^ 
inferior grade, is, however, 
one of the noblest attainmentiF 
of the Christiasn. Jam. i. 4. 

PATMOS, a poof rocky 
island icn the Grecian Archi-' 
pelago^ about Sd miles in cir- 
cumference. . To this islaml 
John was banished by Domit- 
ian, in a. i>. 94, and here hef 
received his RevelationSf 
which, however, were not 
published till hU retmm to- 
Ephesus. The chief 4ownis> 
in the centre of the island,. 
5000 feet above the level of 
the sea, and contains 200 
houses, and a Catholic con- 
vent. The present name of 
the island is Patnud, or Pat" 
mosa, 

PATRIARCH, a venera- 
ble man, with a large poster- 
ity. The word is chiefly ap- 
plied to those who lived be- 
fgM Motes, Acts vii. S'^ aiMt 
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bend e we speak of (he ** patri- 
jarchal ase.'' 

The following is a list of 
the patriarchs, with the length 
of their lives >— 

Adam, who liTed 9d0 yean. 

8eth, " " 919 " 

Ebo«, " « 905 « 

Cainan, « «« 910 « 

MahalaleeL " '< 895 << 

Jared, «* « 9e8 " 

fiiioch, " « 365 «* 

Methuselah, «< <* 909 <* 

Ladiech, « «* 777 " 

Noah, «« "950 « 

Shem, « *< 600 " 

Arphaxad, « «« 438 , " 

8alah, " "433 « 

£ber, " " 464 " 

Peleg, " " 239 « 

Heu,. ** « 839 «« 

Scrag, «* « 230 " 

Nahor, " .« 148 »» 

Terah, " " I&05 « 

Abraham, " " 175 «* 

Isaac, *' " 180 " 

Jacob, « «* 147 " 

PAUL was of the tribe of 
Benjamin, bom in Tarsas, 
which, as it was a free city of 
Rome, gave him the honor and 
advantage oC Roman citizen- 
ship,though both of his parents 
were Jews. His name at first 
was SauL He was sent to 
Jerusalem for his eciucation, 
and became a very learned 
and prominent Pharisee. He 
was not converted till af\er 
our Saviour's death; which 
makes him speak of himself 
as '* born out of due time.'' 
He seemd to have been raised 
up to take the place of Judas, 
His wonderful labors and 
success are recorded in the 
Acts of t&s Apostlxs. 
He was at last beheaded by 
16 



Nero at Rome. 'Daf folUm- 
ing is the order and date 
of his epistles, as given by 
Bishop Pearson >— 

A. D. 52, the 1 Ep. to the Thaw. 



57, 



ea, 



63, 
65, 



Corinthians. 
Galatians. 
Corinthiana 
Bomans* 
Ephesiaas. 
Pbilippians. 
^Dolmsfatns. 
, Philemon. 
Hebrews. 
Timothy* 
Titus. 
Timothy; 



*< 67, « 

Some chronologists have 
assigned a little different date 
to some of these. The pom- 
putations adopted by Horns 
win be found under the head 
of New Testament. 

PEACE, happy tranquillity. 
The gospel does not promise 
exeiting pleasures, but peace* 
Christ is the ** Prince of 
peaceP Christians are re- 
quired to " l]ve in peace," 
and endeavor to promote it 
in the earth. The wicked and 
awful wars which have deso- 
lated the earth shall be known 
no more when Christianity 
reigns. Isa. ii. 4.- To bring 
about universal peace, direct 
mieans Should be employed, 
as well as for other good 
objects. Matt. v. 9. 

PEACOCK, a beauUful 
bird, not known in Palestine 
till imported by Solomon. 1 
Kings X. 22. its native coun- 
try seems to be Persia and 
India. When Alexander 
reached the river Indoi, h« 
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was so charmed at the. sight 
of these birds, that he forbade 
them to be killed, under a Se- 
vere penalty ; and when Hor- 
tensius first killed one for sup- 
per at Rome, he \ras tried for 
the offence. 

PEARL, a hard; white, 
shining substance, found in 
8om« sbeil'fishes. The mat- 
ter proper to enlarge the 
shell, bursting from the ves- 
sels that convey it to the out- 
side, forms into a pearl. Com- 
mon oysters, the pinna-ma- 
rina, and several other fish, 
form pearls 3 but the proper 
pearl oyster produces the best. 
The chief fisheries for pearl 
are at Bahrein, in the Persian 
Gulf, and near the Isle of 
Ceylon, in the East Indies. 
The next to these are the 
pearl fisheries in the Gulf of 
Mexico. The beautiful inside 
of the shell of the pearl oys- 
ter is called " mother ofpearlJ^ 
In do years, pearls generally 
lose their beauty ; and in 100, 
they are Scarcely worth any 
thing. Cleopatra had a pearl 
valued at 80,000 pounds ster- 
Img. TJie Persian emperor 
had one worth 110,000 pounds 
sterling; and Philip II. of 
^ain had one as large as a 
pigeon's e^^, and valued at 
144,000 ducats. What our 
ladies wear in (heir necklaces 
are ordinarily false pearls, 
made of fish-scales bruised, 
and enclosed in glass. What is 
very excellent, is likened to 
pearls ; how precious ! how 
ha^d to be come at in a proper 



manner! how truly oraa^ 
mental! and how apt are 
m[en to counterfeit them ! 
Matt. xiii. 46. Rev. xxi. 21, 
22. To "cast pearls before 
swine,'' is to preach the gos- 
pel to persecutors; to apply 
the promises and privilege! 
proper to saints to men really 
wicked; to dispense sac^'a- 
ments to persons notoriously 
profane ; or ,to adm;nister re- 
proofs to obstinate scoffers. 
Matt. vii. 6. 

PELEG, whose name sig- 
nifies divisioHf was born one 
hundred years after the flood. 
He was so named, because in 
his days the earth was divided 
into nations, in consequence 
of the confusion of tongues 
at the tower of Babek Gen. 
X. 25. 

PEL'ETHITES are al- 
ways mentioned with Chere- 
thites, and were part of the 
king's guard. They were 
chiefly used as jumiers or 
messengers. See Chere- 

THITES. 

PELICAN, an aquatic bird, 
somewhat larger than the 
common goose. Its color is- 
nearly white, the neck yel-' 
lowish, and the back dark 
brown. It has a long, crook- 
ed beak, and the fore part of 
the head towards the throat 
naked. Pelicans have a bag 
at their throat, nearly as ca- 
pacious as a peck measure, 
into which they gather fishes,, 
&c., for themselves and fpr 
their young, of whom they 
are extremely careful. Its 
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feeding its young from the 
bag on its breast, has perhaps 
been the origin of the fable 
of its giving them its own 
blood 'f and thus caused it to 
be the emblem of paternal, as 
the stork is of filial affection. 
This bird is very retired in its 
habits, sitting for .whole days 
alone among rocks and soli- 
tudes. Its voice is plaintive 
and ' disagreeable. Hence 
David compares himself, in 
his distress, to the pelican. 
Ps. cii. 6. , 

PEN, an instrument for 
writing. Anciently, when 
tablets of wax, &c. were 
used, the pen was generally 
made of reed. John, in his 
3d Epistle, verse 13, says, '< I 
have many things to write 
unto thee, but not with pen 
(KoAa/iov, calamus) and ink." 
The English word pen conges 
from the Latin penna, a feath- 
er ; but the use of quills is a 
modem invention; the first 
authentic testimony of their 
being so used is in Isidorus, 
who died a. d. 636. 

P E N I ' E L, where Jacob 
saw the Lord, 'was east of 
Jordan, near the brook Jab- 
bok. Gen. xxxii. 24r-28. 

PENNY, a Roman coin, 
equal to about 13 cents. It 
was the common price of a 
day's work. In warm coun- 
tries, the fruits of the earth are 
produced in great abundance, 
and the inhabitants require 
but little clothing; so that 
labor is very cheap. Matt. 
XX. 3—13. It is very neces- 



sary to remember the value 
of the penny, to understaod 
that the wages mentioned in 
the passage just quoted were 
very generous ; that the nMUiey 
given by the Samaritan to 
the innkeeper was reasonable; 
and that the passage, Rev. vi. 
6, is a high price, and denotes 
a great scarcity. 

PENTECOST, a feast of 
the Jews, on the 50th day af- 
ter the Passover. It was a 
solemn thanksgiving for the 
harvest, and a grateful com- 
memoration of their being de- 
livered from Egyptian servi- 
tude, and enjoying their prop- 
erty, by reaping the fruits of 
their laborsi Lev. xxiii. 10, 
11, &c. 

It is called by other names 
in the sacred writings, as, (1.) 
the /ecut of weeks f (Ex. xxiv. 
22. Deut. xvi. 10.) because 
celebrated seven weeks, or a 
week of weeks, after the first 
day of the Passovei' ; (2.) the 
featt of harvest, (Ex. xxiii. 16.) 
and, (3,) the day of frst fruits, 
(Numb, xxviii. 26.) because 
on this day the Jews offered 
thanks for the bounties of the 
harvest, and presented the 
first fruits of wheat, in bread 
baked of the new grain. Ex. 
xxiii. 16. Lev. xxiii. 14. 
Numb, xxviii. 26. 

PERDITION, utter ruin, 
eternal death. The son of 
perdition means Judas Iscar- 
iot. Antichrist is also called 
by this epithet. 2 Thess. ii. 
3,4, 

PERFECT, complete. 
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without bleniisb or defect. It 
IS applied, (1.) to Grod, who 
is absolutely perfect, Matt. 
V. 48} (2.) to that man who 
hiis risen to the measure of 
his stature in Christ,Co<. i. 28 3 
(3.) to soQie who are inno- 
cent in comparison of others, 
Job yiii. 20 3 (4.) to one 
who is sincere in heart, and 
unblamable in life, Gen. vi. 
9 ; (5.) to those who imitate 
God in doing good to the un> 
worthy, Matt. v. 485 (6.) 
to such as have a good de- 
gree of understanding, 1 Cor. 
ii. 63 (7.) to inanimate 
things, as weights, measures, 
&c. Deut. xzv. 15. 

PERFUME, an agreeable 
smell. In the East, perfumes 
were used to testify great 
respect. Dan. ii. 46. The 
Hebrews had two sacred per- 
fumes, one of incense, and the 
other an oU. Ex. xxz. 23—38, 
They were addicted to the 
perfuming of d^ad bodies, 
clothes, beds, &c. Prov. vii. 
17. Ps. xlv. 8. Song iii. 6. 

PERGA, a city of Pam- 
phylia, on the river Gastrus, 
near to which, on an emi- 
nence, stood a temple pf 
Diana. It was famed for the 
birth of ApoUonius, the ge> 
ometrician. Here Panl and 
Barnabas preached, Acts xiii. 
14, ziv. 25 3 and to the end 
of the eighth century we find, 
a Christian church here* It 
is at present a place of little 
importance. There was an- 
other Perga in Epirus. 

PERQAMOS, the ancient 



metropolis of Myna, and 0» 
residence of the Attaliad 
kings, stands on a rich and 
spacious plain, near the banks 
of the Caicus. It was famous 
for Hs extent and grandeur 3 
for a temple to Esculapius; 
for a library of 200,000 vol- 
umes, which was removed to 
Egypt by Cleopatra 3 and for 
its being the birthplace of th^ 
celebrated £ra^n. Parchment 
was invented here, and re- 
ceived its name from the 
place. The Christian church 
here soon degenerated, and 
tolerated fornication, but ap^ 
pears to have been reformed 
by John's letter, (Rev. ii.) 
and for 800 years afterward it 
was a considerable church. 
A Greek and Armenian church 
exist here at the present day. 
Of the population, now esti- 
mated at 30,000 persons, there 
are 300 Armenian Christians, 
1500 Greeks, and a syna- 
gogue of 100 Jews. The re- 
niainder are Turks, ,The 
streets are wide and clean, 
for an Eastern city. Its pres- 
ent name is Bergamo. 

PERIZZITES, one of the 
devoted nations of Canaan, 
They were never fully extir^ 
pated. Solomon exacted 
tribute of them. 2 Chr. viii^ 
7. So late as the days of 
Ezra we find them intermar- 
ried with the Jews. Ez. ix. 1. 

PERSECUTION, unjust 
vexation and uqjury on ac- 
count of religious principles 
or modes of worship. Acta 
viii.'ji, and xiii. 50. Rom, 
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»iii- 85 GaL vi. 12. It is 
in some degree the lot of all 
the truly pioas *, therefore, 
while the Saviour promises all 
necessary g^od to^his follow- 
ers, he forewarns them that 
persecution will be added. 
Mark x. 30. 2 Tim. iii. 12. 
The dreadful practice began 
in ther first human family, and 
has never ceased. The form 
in which persecution now or- 
dinarily shows itself, is in 
hard words, uncharitable cen- 
sures, and underhand oppo- 
sition. When, however, a time^ 
of persecution is spoken of in 
history," it means when men 
are dragged before tribunals, 
banished, imprisoned, fined, 
and siaini for their religion. 
There were ten general and 
dreadful persecutions previ- 
ous to A. D. 313. Since the 
Roman church has gained 
p^wer, she has always been 
prone to persecution. The 
inquisition was established 
for this very purpose, and con- 
tinues to this day. All Europe 
has been deluged with Prot- 
estant blood, and hundreds 
of thousands of men, women 
and children have been butch- 
ered with the most exquisite 
cruelty. Persecution in any 
way is directly contrary to 
the gospel. 1 Cor. iv. 12. 
Matt. v. 43—45. 

PERSEVERANCE, con- 
tinuance in any design, state, 
or opinion. Epb. vi. 18. All 
who are truly bom of the 
Spirit, will, by divine grace, 
persevere to the end. Mercy 
16* 



being secured to them not 
through their will or merit, 
but God's own will and mer- 
cy, and they being really 
united to jCbrist, as members 
to a body, they cannot be 
finally cast off. Eph. i. 4, 23. 
Many positive declarations of 
Scripture teach the final per- 
severance of the saints. Job 
xvii. 9. Ps. xciv. 14, and 
cxzv. Jer. xxxii. 40. John 
X. 28, and xvii. 12. 1 Cor. i. 
8,9. lPfct.i:5. 

PERSIA^ a country in 
Asia, which has been subject 
to various fluctuations of ex- 
tent and glory. Its most an- 
cient name was Elam. In 
the book of Daniel it is called 
Pares. It is bounded north 
by Russia and Tartary, east 
by the Mogul empire, south 
by the Arabian Sea and Per- 
sian Gulf, west by (^eorgia, 
Armenia, and Arabia. When 
Cyrus conquered Babylon, 
the Persian monarchy swal- 
lowed up that of Chaldea. 
Dan. vii. 3 — 6. Persia was 
aflerward conquered by Alex- 
ander. Dan. vii. 6. It was 
subsequently a part of Par- 
thia, and remained so till 
about A. o. 235. About 641, 
the Saracens, under Omar, 
conquered it, and it remained 
subject to the caliphs of Bag- 
dad 616 years. Since then it 
has undergone various vicis*- 
situdes, sometimes triumphant 
and ofien prostrate. Its mon- 
arch's title at present is shah^ 
and sometimes sopki. The 
country has few rivers, many 
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moutitaint, and several desert 
plains. Opium, senna, rhu- 
barb, and asafoetida, are pro- 
cured here. The religion of 
Persia at this tipie is Mahom- 
etan, of the sect of the Chios, 
or Schiites.. Its capital city 
was PersepoJis, now Chd' 
minar. 

I^ESTILENCE, a name 
g^ven in Scripture to any pre- 
vailing contagious disease.. 

PETER, son of Jonas, bom 
in Bethsaida. He was of a 
prompt, resolute temper, and 
sometimes impetuous. AAer 
a life of most exalted useful- 
ness, he was crucified fot his 
Master's sake about a. D. 70. 
The Roman Catholics con- 
sider the popes to be the suc- 
cessors of Peter, as. Bishop of 
Rome; but learned men deny 
that he ever visited that city. 

Two Epistles were writ- 
ten by him ; the first four or 
five years before the other. 
They are called general, be- 
cause written for the use of 
aU the converts to Christian- 
ity, especijally such as were 
formerly Jews, and not to 
those ef any particular city. 

PHA'RAOH, pronounced 
Pha'rOf the common title of 
the ancient sovereigns of 
Egypt, as Ptolemy vru after- 
ward. 

There are several kings of 
this name mentioned in Scrip- 
ture >— 

1. He who took away 
Abraham's wife. Gen. xii. 

2. He who ejpalted Joseph. 
Gmi. «ii. jilvii. 



3. He who first oppressed 
Israel. Ex. i. ii. 

4. He who released Israel, 
Ex. v. xiv. 

6. He who gave his wife's 
sister in marriage to Hadad. 
1 Kings xi. 

6. Serechus, cotemporary 
with Ahaz. 2 Kings xvii. 4. 

7. Tirhakah, called by 
Strabo Tearcho. He lived 
in the days of Hezekiah. 2 
Kings xix. 9 ; Isa. xxxvii, 9. 

8. Pharaoh Necho, who 
setup Jehoiakim to be king 
of Judea. .2 Kings xxiii. 
xxiy. He is called N|:ci7S 
in Egyptian history. In the 
fourteenth year of his reign, 
Daniel interpreted the pro- 
phetic dream of the king of 
Babylon. 

9. Pharaoh-Hophra, callec} 
in profane history Apries, 
who made a league with 
Zedekiah, in consequence of 
which many of the Jews 
sought refuge in Egypt, and 
carried the prophet Jeremiah 
with them. Jer. xliii. 8 — 12^ 
and xliv. 1, This Pharaoh 
died B. c. 570 years. In 
consequence of Zedekiah's 
revolt and league with Egypt, 
Nebuchadnezzar besieged 
and destroyed Jerusalem, 
and erected the colossal 
golden image on the plain 
of Dura. 

PHARISEES, one of the 
most ancient and noted sects 
ampng the Jews, remarkable 
for their rigid way of living, 
fasting constantly every sect* 
ond and fifth day of the wee]^ 
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and submitting to many aus- 
terities. They studied the 
law, were very exact in the 
outward observance of it, and 
pretended to more holiness 
than others j adding voluntary 
sacrifices to those that were 
commanded, and making a 
great show of exactly per- 
forming all their vows. By 
these methods, they gained 
the good opinion of the popu- 
lace, and were esteemed per- 
sons of great learning and 
sanctity. But they corrupted 
the word of God by their ex- 
positions, and substituted hu- 
man traditions in the room of 
divine truth. Many of them 
were very Wicked men, though 
a majority perhaps really 
ijved as they professed. 

PHARPAR. See Abana. 

PHILADELPHIA, a city 
•f Lydia, at the foot of Mount 
Tmolus, 72 miles from Smyr- 
na, was so called from Atta- 
lus Philadelphus, who built it. 
A Ciiristian church was very 
early planted here, to which 
John was directed to write a 
consolatory and instructive 
epistle. Rev. iii. 7^—13. 
Though we can only trace the 
regular history of Christianity 
in this place for about 800 
years, it has never been ex- 
tinguished. At, present there 
are in it about 2000 Christians, 
chiefly Greeks, who speak 
the Turkish language, formed 
into five churches, and having 
at least twenty places of pub- 
lic worship. An archbishop 
feaides here, whose diocese 



extends toSardison the west, 
and Laodicea on the east. 
The town contains about 3000 
houses. Gibbon says, "A- 
mong the Greek colonies and 
churches of Asia, Philadel- 
phia is still erect, — a column 
in a scene of ruins." It is 
now called Allah Schyr, or 
the " Fair City." 

PHILE'MON seems to 
have been some eminent 
Christian residing at Colosse, 
whose servant, named OneH' 
mua, absconded and fled to 
Rome. There be was con- 
verted, and sent back to his 
master with a letter from Paul, 
called the Epistle to Philemon. 

This Epistle seems to 
have been written b/ Paul 
during his detention at Rome, 
A. D. 62 or 63, and was sent, 
together wi^h the Epistles to 
the Ephesiaus and Coiossians, 
by Tychicus and Onesimus. 
Pa LET, in his Horse Paulinse, 
has brought many unanswer- 
able proofs of the authenticity 
of Scripture from the uruU' 
signed coincidences between 
this Epistle and the Acts of 
the Apostles, written by Luke. 

PHILIP, son of Herod the 
Great and Cleopatra. From 
him the city Cesarea Phi- 
lippi received its name. Matt, 
xvi. 13, &c. 

PHILIP, another son of 
Herod, by his wife Mariamne. 
He was sometimes called 
Herodj and was the husband 
of Herodias. He was disin- 
herited by his father, and lived 
a private life. Matt, xi v. 3, &e. 
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PHILIP, one of Ihe twelve 
apbiitles f a native of Beth- 
saida in Galilee. Some an- 
cient historians say that he 
was the individual w)io re- 
quested of Jesus that he might 
<' first go and bury his father/' 
Matt. viii. 21, 22. 

PHILIP, one of the sevea 
deacons of the church at Je- 
rusalem. 

PHILIPPI, a <iity of Ma- 
cedonia; anciently called 
Datos; but being repaired by 
Philip, father of Alexander 
the Great; it received its 
name from him. It stood 
about 70 miles north-east of 
Thessalonica. It was ren- 
dered famous by the defeat 
of Brutus and Cassius in its 
neighborhood. Here Paul 
preached about a. d. 52 ; and 
Lydia and many others -were 
converted. Acts xvi. 12. 
This church supported Paul 
while he labored as a mis- 
sionary at Thessalonica, 
Phil. iv. 15, 16, and also 
when at Corinth, 2 Cor. xi. 
9; and remitted him money 
for his support, while he 
lived at Rome in ** his own 
hired house.'' Phil. ii. 25, 
and iv. 10^18. 

The Epistle to these 
Christians seems to have been 
written from Rome during the 
latter part of Paul's first im- 
prisonment. 

PHILISTIA, or Pales- 
TiiTE, is a name now given 
to the whole of Canaan ; but 
in Scripture it means only a 
narrow strip of land along the 



sea-coast, in the sooth-wpst 
of Canaan, about forty miles 
long and fifleen. miles broad. 
Its cities were Gerar, Gaza, 
Majuma, Askelon, Ekron, 
Ashdod, and Gath. The 
Philistines and the Caphtorim 
descended from Casluhim, 
the son of Mizraim, who peo- 
pled Egypt 3 and their coun- 
try is perhaps called the isle 
or country of Caphtor. Jer. 
zlvii. 4. Their territory was 
allotted to the Hebrews, but 
they neglecting to take pos- 
session of it, the Philistines 
were made a severe and last- 
ing -scourge to them. Josh, 
xiii. 2, 3} XV. 45, 46, 47. 
Jud. iii. 1, 2, 3. See Canaan. 
PHILOSOPHY, a word 
literally slgmfying love of wis- 
dom. In its usual accepta- 
tion, however, it denotes a 
science, or collection of sci- 
ences, of which all things, 
both of body and spirit, are 
the objects. When the term 
is thus employed; it admits of 
various definitions. That part 
of philosophy which treats of 
God, is called Theology ; 
that which . treats of nature. 
Physics, or Natural Philoso- 
phy 3 and that which treats 
of men. Logic, and Moral 
or Intellectual Philosophy. 
When St. Paul cautioned the 
Colossians to "beware lest 
any man should spoil them 
through philosophy;" (chap, 
ii. 8.) he did not mean to for- 
bid the pursuit of knowledge 
in general; but to condenm 
that vain c^ectatiofi of wis 
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dom> of which the heathens 
were notoriously fond, and 
which stood in opposition to 
the simplicity of the gospel 
of Christ. 

PHOENICIA, a province 
of Syria. It contained the 
famous cities Sarepta, Plole- 
mais, Tyre and Sidpn. The 
Tyrians and Sidonians had 
almost all the trade of the 
then kAown world. There 
was scarcely a shore or isle 
pi the Mediterranean Sea 
where they did not plant col> 
onies., The most noted of 
these was that of Carthage, 
which once long contended 
with Rome. It is tbought 
the Phoenicians pushed their 
trade as faf as Britain, and 
they probably had settle- 
ments on the Red Sea and 
Persian Gulf. Sir Isaac 
Newton thinks that vast num- 
bers of Edomites fled hither 
in the days of David, and car- 
ried their arts along with 
them. The chief city of this 
region, and sometimes the 
region itself, is now called 
Tripoli. 

PHRYGIA, a country of 
Lesser Asia, having Bithynia 
and Galatia on the north, 
Cappadocia on the east, and 
Pisidia and Lycia on the 
south, and Lydia^ Mysia and 
Caria oa the west. The gos- 
pel was very early preached 
in Phrygia, and a church 
formed, which for many ages 
made a considerable appear- 
ance. Acts xvi. 6 ', xviii. 23. 



A portion of the inhabitants 
are Christians to this day. 

PHYLACTERY, a slip 
or box of parchment oii which 
was written some important 
texts of Scripture, worn by 
pious Jews on their foreheads 
or arms when they went to 
the synagogue, or at morn- 
ing and evening prayer, &c. 
Tie common form may be 
seen in the eng^ving. - 



Our Lord censures the Phan- 
sees for wearing theirs very 
llurge and conspicuous, out 
of vain glory and hypocrisy, 
and making the . use of them 
a great part of their religion. 
The custom was founded on 
the command, in Ex. xiii. 16 ; 
and Numb, xv^ 37-^0 ; which 
was probably only figurative 
language, meaning that they 
should most carefully remem- 
ber God's word. But the 
Jews were apt to turn all the 
law into carnal observances. 
The passages commonly writ- 
ten on them, were Nuipb. xv. 
41. Deut. vi. 6—9. Ex. 
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xiti. 8. 9, and xiii. 14--16. 
Deut. xi. 18—21. It does 
not appear, however, that 
they confined themselves to 
these texts. There is no evi- 
dence of their being worn by 
the ancient Jews. The cus- 
tom seems to have originated 
about the time of the rise of 
the sect of Pharisees. Some 
Jews now wear a square piece 
of stuff under (heir clothes, 
with foiir stringps and four tas- 
sels at the corners, which 
they call Arbah easoth, 

PILATE, see Pontius. 

PILGRIM, a wanderer ; 
one who travels to a holy 
place. It is not probable that 
pilgrimages, as now made by 
papists and pagans, were 
known in early times) but 
good men in all ages have 
esteemed themselves ''stran- 
gers and pilgrims on the 
earth." Heb. xi. 13. 

PILLAR, a column, a sup- 
porter, a monument. " The 
pillars of the earth,'' aqd 
" pillars of heaveh,'' are met- 
aphorical expressions, by 
which the world is compared 
to a vast edifice, reared by 
(he power and skill of Jeho- 
vah. Job ix. 6 J xxvi. 11 5 
and xxxviii. 4, 6. Ps# Ixxv. 3. 
James was a pillar in the 
church 3 that is, a great sup- 
port euid ornament ; and the 
church itself is the " pillar and 
ground of the truth *,'' that is, 
itmamtains truth in the world. 
1 Tim. iii. 16. 

PINE, a species of fir 
tree. It grew on Lebanon, 



but is mentioned only thrie« 
in Scripture) Neh. viiK 15. 
Isa. Ixi. 19 ; and Ix. 13. 

PINNACLE, a turret or 
high summit. The " pinnacle 
of the temple,'' Matt. iv. 5, 
seems to have been the battle- 
ment of the roof of Solomon's 
porch, which stood on ground 
made by carrying up a wall 
of several hundred' feet from 
the valley below, and thus 
enlarging the space for the 
teinple on the top. It was a 
dizzy height (Josephus says 
500 cubits), and commanded 
an extensive prospect. 

PISGAH, the highest top 
of that chaih of mountains 
called Abarim, and a part of 
Mount Nebo) and. so Moses^ 
iff sometimes said to view 
Canaan from Nebo, and some- 
times from Pisgah. Deut. iii. 
27; xxxiv. 1. There were 
several fine springs of water 
^t its base. Deut. iv. 49. 

PISI'DIA a province of 
Lesser Asia, west of Mount 
Taurus, south-west of Ly- 
caonia, and north of Pam- 
phylia. Its present name is 
Natolia, 

PI'SON, the name of the 
first branch of the river of 
Eden. It is supposed to be 
the western branch of the 
divided stream of the Tigris 
and Euphrates, which runs 
along the side of Havilah in 
Arabia. Gen. ii, 11. 

PITCH. The substance so 
called, ,Gen. vi. 14, is the 
same as the siime, mentioned 
Gen. xiii. 3, and xiv. 10$ 
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tod is generally supposed to 
be the inflammable mineral 
called atphaltos, from the 
lake Asphaltites, or Dead 
Sea, in Judea, on the surface 
of which it is found. When 
first obtained, it is soA, vis- 
cous, and pliable, but soon 
acquires a hardness and te- 
nacity superior to our pitch. 
It was therefore excellent for 
smearing the ark, Ex. ii. 3, 
or for building the tower of 
Babel. Gen. xi. 3. The 
Arabs still use it for the bot- 
toms of boots 3 and in the ru- 
ins of Babylon;^ large masses 
of brick work cemented with 
it have been discovered. 
Napiha, Petroleum, Barba- 
does tar, &.c, are different, 
varieties of thi^ substance. 

PPTHOM and RAME'- 
SES were the two cities for 
the building of which the He- 
brews made bricks Ex. i. 11. 
The situation of them is now 
unknown. Herodotus men* 
tions a city called PathumoSf 
situated on the canal made to 
join the Red Sea and the 
River Nile. 

, PLEDGE, a pawn which 
a lender takes from a borrow- 
er, to secure the payment of 
money. No millstone was to 
be taken in pledge ; the wid- 
ow's ox, or a person's cloth- 
ing for body or bed, if taken, 
was to be restored the same 
night. No Hebrew was to 
take a. pledge from a poor 
man of his own nation, nor 
to go into the borrower's 
house to take a pledge for 



himself, but the borrower Was 
to bring out to him that which 
could best be spared. "Ex, 
xxii. 26. Deut. xxiv. 16—17. 
Ezek. xvHi. 7—12, 16. 

PLE'IADES, a beautiful 
cluster of stars, sometimes 
called ''the seven stars." 
They are in the constellation 
Taurus, and appear the last 
of March. 

PLOUGH, an instrument 
of Ullage. To plough and 
look back, Luke ix. 62, is to 
make bad work, if indeed one 
could thus work at all, espe- 
cially with the imperfect 
ploughs used in the time of 
our Saviour. Christians, 
therefore, must not look back 
on the world with pleasure 
and desire, but give all heed 
to tho important work and re- 
ward which lies before them. 
1 Cor. ix. 10. 

POETS, composers of 
songs or verses in metre. 
Acts xvii. 28. Homer, Pin- 
dar, Anacreon, and Sappho, 
excelled among the Greeks ; 
Virgil and Horace among the 
Latins. Many portions of 
the sacred writings are in 
poetry ; the grandeur of which 
incomparably transcends that 
of any human production. 
As the true pronunciation of 
the Hebrew language is not 
now known, we cannot per- 
ceive the harmony of words 
or quantity of syllables which 
mark true poetry. Yet it is 
plain that the Hebrews re> 
garded those things, as we 
find letters added to, or omh* 
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ted from, tlie ends of words^ 
Abc.f evincing submission to 
rhythm and quantity. The 
reader is referred to the Lec- 
tures of iBishop Lowth on the 
Poetry of the Hebrews, as 
containing all Uiat is satisfac- 
torily known on this subject. 

POLL, (pronounced pole) 
the head of a person : — a reg- 
ister of heads or persons. 
Numb. i. 2. 1 Chr. xxiii. 3, 
24i As a verb, it means to 
lop, cut, or prune. 2 Sam. 
xiv. 26. Ezek. xliv. 20. 

POLLUX, see Castor. 

POMEGRAN'ATE, a spe- 
cies of the apple-tree. Its 
growth is low and spreading 5 
its wood bard and knotty ; its 
bark reddish and prickly j its 
leaves greenish, inclining to 
red; and its- blossoms large, 
and bell-shaped. The fruit, 
which resembles an apple, 
ripens about August, and is. 
sometimes three or four inches 
in diameter, a^d of a pound 
weight. It was esteemed one 
of the most delicious fruits in 
the world- . Numb. xiii. 23. 
The pomegranate juice is 
frequently made into wine; or 
mixed with it. Song viii. 2. 
One kind was sour, and was 
used to give a flavor to meats 
and liquors, till the juice of 
lemons and oranges super- 
seded it. Deut. viii. 7, 8. It 
comes to perfection in our 
Southern States. 

PONTIUS PILATE, the 
Roman, governor of Judea, 
was in office 10 years. By 
his covetous and cruel admin- 



istraUotf he caused himself to 
be exceedingly hated, both 
by the Jews and Samaritans. 
At length, three years after 
the death of Christ, com- 
plaints against him reached 
the court of (he Emperor 
Caligula, and he was recalled 
to Rome, tried, and banished 
to Gaul. Afterwards, through 
poverty and shame, he com- 
mitted suicide. 

PONTUS, a province on 
the south side of the Eujciue 
Sea, extending from the River 
Halys on the west, to the 
coumi^y of Colchys on the 
east. In this district is the 
River ThermodoOn, beside 
which the Amazons are fabled 
to have dwelt. 

POPLAR. The tree thus 
named in Scripture is the 
tohiie poplar, so called from 
the whiteness of its leaves, 
bark, and wood. The word 
occurs Gen.- xxx. 37; and 
Hos. iv. 3, only. 

POST. (1.) An upright 
timber. (2.) A carrier of de- 
spatches or letters, ti4io goes 
with haste. Jer.li. 31. Man's 
days are more swift. Job ix. 

POTSHERD, a piece of 
broken earthen ware. Job 
ii. 8. 

l^OTTERS' FIELD, see 
Acel'dama. 

POWER, a word various- 
ly used, to signify ability, lib- 
erty, jurisdiction, preroga- 
tive, &c. The expression, 
1 Cor. xi. 10, has caused 
much discussion. A probable 
interpretation is, that a wo- 
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iBflh'v veU Was redded as 
an emblem of Bub|^eetion to 
tfie btfa^r sex. The word 
utiittenger, there translated 
Bngel> may mean tpies, who 
eame into the Christian as- 
sembly, and wbuld maliciously 
report if their women departed 
from established customs. 

PRAISE, to commend. To 
praise God is to daly ac- 
knowledge bis great excel- 
lencies. Ps. cxxxviii. Slc. 
R«T. xix. 5. To praise men, 
is to declare their good ac- 
tions or qualifications. Ps. 
xzFii. 2. 

PRAY, to entreat, or ask 
earnestly with submission ; to 
appeal to the judgment and de- 
cision of anoUier 3 to intercede 
in behalf of others, and to beg 
that some evi maybe averted, 
Of some favor or good obtain- 
ed; to make known our desires 
to God, by offering up our pe- 
titions for things lawful and 
necessary, with an hdmble 
confidence of obtaining them, 
through Chriit's mediation 
alone, to the praise of God's 
mercy, truth, and power. 
Matt. vi. 6. John xvi. 28, 24, 
26. We are exhorted to pray 
for all men, 1 Tim. ii. 1 3 and 
are encouraged to this benev- 
olent act, Jam. v. 16 ; but we 
must seek and expect the 
help of the Holy Spirit. Rom. 
viil. 26. The prayers that 
we direct to God are the or- 
ditmry means by which we 
twelve grace from him. 

1^0 ne^ect prayer is a great 
sia against the majesty and 
17 



mercy of God, attended with 
unspeakable loss to ourselves. 
The pious Jews used to pray 
three times a day, at morn- 
ing, noon, and evening 3 and 
less than this ought not to 
satisfy Christians. 

The true nature of prayer 
may be best ascertained from 
a view of the manner in which 
it is spoken of in Scripture. 
It is called inquiring of the 
Lord, Gen. xxv. 22) suppli- 
eoHon, Zech. xii. 10 ; «vi- 
treaty, Ex. viii. 8 ; torestling 
with Ood, Rom. xv. 30 ; lift- 
ing up the 9oulf Ps. xxv. 1 j 
pouring out the heart, Ps 
Ixii. 8 ; looking up to God, 
Ps. V. 3 J taking hold of God, 
Isa. Ixiv. 7; crying, 1 Sam* 
vii. 8 } asking, John xv. 16 5 
seeking and knocking. Matt, 
vii. 7, &c. &c. How plainly 
may we see from this method 
of speaking of prayer, the 
unacceptableness and ineffl- 
ciency of cold, formal, and 
heartless repetitions before 
God! 

PREACH, see Gostel. 
To preach is loudly to pro- 
claim the will of Uod, as his 
appointed heralds. Eph. iii. 
8. To preach in a proper 
manner requires no small at- 
tention, in order that no fault 
in the pronunciation, th^ ges- 
ture, the language, the order, 
or the matter, may tend to 
bring the truths of the gospel 
into contempt ; or, by feeding 
the carnal fancy of airy minds, 
divert them from the hnpor^ 
tant subject. 
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PREDESTINATE, to 

predetermine. The word is 
used ii^ reference to God's 
purpose to save a part of 
the human race from that 
corruption and condemnation 
which all have amply deserv- 
ed. Rom. viii. 29, 30. Eph. 
i. 5. The ancient Hebrews 
knew as well as ourselves that 
God foreknew what every per- 
son would be, do, or become. 
This is involved in the very 
notion of omniscience. God 
says to Jeremiah, (i. ^J " Be- 
fore I formed thee I knew 
thee, and before thou camest 
forth out of the won^b, I sanc- 
tified thee, and ordained thee 
to be a prophet.'' This is a 
most difficult subject, on 
which we are to think and 
speak with profound rever- 
eince^ and, with minds con- 
^med in the belief of Jeho- 
vah's infinite justice and mer- 
cy, govern ourselves by the 
plain injunctions of Scriptute. 

PRES'BYTERY, a body 
of ministers met for ordaining 
a person, or other purposes. 
1 Tim. iv. 14. 

PRESS, see under Wine 
Press. 

PRETO'RIUM, the resi- 
dence of tiie Roman governor 
at Jerusalem. Mark xv. 16. 
Here he sat to administer jus- 
tice. It is called the jtidg' 
ment hcdl. Acts xxiii. 25. 
What Paul calte the pretori- 
urn, (in the Eng. tranSr^Mi/oce,) 
Phil. i. 13, seems to mean the 
camp of the pretorian bands, 
to which he was probably 



carried by the soldier to whom 
he was chained. 

PREVENT, to hinder, ai 
the word is now used. Bat 
this is never its signification 
in the Bible. It there always 
means to precede j or go be- 
fore; this being the use of the 
word at the time our transla- 
tion of the Bible was made. 
Ps. Ixxx. 3. % Sam. xxii. 6. 
1 Thess. iv. 15. 

PRICKS, sharp points 
placed in the end of a long 
stafi*, and used formerly to 
drive oxen. Acts ix. 5. They 
are nQw commonly called 
goads. To . " kick against 
the pricks," is a proverbial 
expnession, applied to those 
who injure themselves by 
struggling against inevitable 
necessity. 

PRIDE, (1.) The elation 
of a mind filled with self-con- 
ceit, contempt of God, and 
disdain of men. (2.) What one 
is proud of, as power, wealth, 
church-9rdinaQces, and rela- 
tion to God, &c. (3.) The 
haughty looks and words, or 
wicked deeds, whereby a man 
discovers the pride of ois 
heart. Ps. xxxi. 20. Hos. v. 5. 

PRIESTHOODmeans, 
(1.) The offic(6 of a priest. 
Numb. xvi. 10. Under the 
Jewish law, the priest offered 
sacrifices, taught the people, 
and prayed for thenu Aaron's 
was an ''everlasting priest- 
hood ;" it secured to him and 
his seed the office of priest 
for many generations. Ex. 
zl. 15. Numb. ZXV..13. Bat. 
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As robed on the Day of Expiation. 
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Christ's is an '• unchangeable 
priesthood/' as it never can 
pass from him to another. 
Heb. vii. U, (2.) A class 
of priests, or persons who per- 
form religious offices, accord- 
ing to the will of God. The 
saints are an " holy" and a 
"royal priesthood j'' a com- 
pany of spiritual priests, 
washed in Jesus's blood, sanc- 
tified by his word and Spirit, 
and enabled to offer up spirit- 
ual sacrifices of prayer and 
praise to God through Jesus 
Christ. 1 Pet. ii. 6, 9. Rev. 
i. 6. Before the consecration 
of Aaron and his sons, fathers, 
elder brothers, &c. acted as 
priests J as Noah, Abraham, 
Job, Melchiscdek. &c., and 
occasionally every man for 
himself, as Abel, Cain, &c. 

The High Priest was at 
the head of the Jewish priest- 
hood. His duty was to offer 
sacrifices, to oversee the 
house of God, regulate the 
services of the other priests 
and the Levites, direct public 
worship, obtain special indi- 
cations of the divine will, and 
once a year enter the Holy 
of Holies, with blood and in- 
cense, as described Lev. xvi. 
I}is dress, both on common 
and special occasions, is de- 
scribed Ex. zxxix. Sec. In the 
preceding engraxingSf he is 
seen as robed on the day of 
expiation. Lev. xvi. and on 
* ordinary occasions. Ex. xxviii. 
The office began in Aaron, 
and was continued in his fam- 
ily till near the time of the 
17* 



ruin of the Jewish polity oy 
the Romans; when, among- 
other acts of corruption, the 
office was bartered for money. 

The high priest, once a 
year, made atonement for the 
sins of alh the people; but 
Christ is the true High Priest, 
who, by the sacrifice of him- 
self> made atonement for the 
sins of the whole world,, and 
now intercedes, at the right 
hand of God, for all who be- 
lieve On his name. Heb. vii. 
17; ix. llj and xii. 24, 26. 

PRINCE, a chief governor J 
a king's son. Christ is Prince 
ofpeactf being the Purchaser 
and Procurer of peace between 
God and men ; between men 
and men ; and between Jews 
and Gentiles. Eph. ii. 15. 
John xiv. 27. He is Prince of 
lifRf Acts iii. 15, because he 
is the Author of temporal life, 
in whom we live, and move, 
and have our being. He is 
also " Prince of the kings of 
the earthy" Rev. i. 5, as be 
rules over all. Satan is the 
"prince of this world," be- 
cause he boasts of having all 
the kingdoms of the earth at 
his disposal, Matt. iv. 9 3 and 
because he has an usurped 
dominion in the world, and 
great power in the hearts of 
the children of disobedience, 
who yield a voluntary sub- 
jection to him. Of sdl this 
power he shall soon be dis- 
possessed. John xii. 31. 

PROFANE, openly wick' 
ed, wanting in religious rev- 
erence to sacred names ot 
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things, 1 Tim. i. 9 3 unholy or 
•mpure. 1 Tim. vi. 20. Esau 
is called profane, because he 
sold his birthright; which was 
a holy thing; not only because 
the priesthood was annexed 
to it,. but also because it was 
a privilege leading to Christ, 
and a type of his title to the 
heavenly inheritance. When 
the apostle censured " pro- 
ftne babblings,'* he meant 
those heathen absurdities 
which were founded in super- 
stition and ignorance. 

PROMISE, an assurance, 
by which a person engages - 
to do or forbear to do some- 
thing. God, in his word, 
promises blessings to his peo- 
ple. The fifth commandment, 
** Honor thy father and mothr 
er," is called the ** com- 
memdjounit with promise," 
Eph. vi. 2, because God has 
added this declaration— that 
they who honor their parents 
shall have their days length- 
ened on the earth. Jesus 
Chiist has promised to be 
with his people to the end of 
the world. Matt, zxviii. 20. 
The Holy Ghost is called the 
"' Holy Spirit of promise ," 
Eph. i. 13, being promised to 
them that believe on Christ, 
and being the seal and pledge 
of their everlasting happiness. 

PROPHECY, (1.) A dec- 
laration of future things. 
Neh.vi. 12. (2.) A declara- 
tion of hidden, obscure, and 
unportant things. Prov. zxx. 
1. (3.) The preaching of the 
fDtpel. ITim. iT.J4- Rom. 



xii. 6.^ (4.) The gift of «>• 
plaining obscure passages of 
Scripture, or of foretelling 
things to come. 1 Cor. xii. 
10 ; and xiii. 8. 

The numerous prophecies 
of Scripture which have been 
precisely fulfilled, are a com- 
plete proof that thei Bible is 
the word of God. 

PROPHET, one who fore- 
tells what is to come 3 a per- 
son inspired, and appointed 
by God to reveal his will, to 
warn of approac)iing judg- 
ments, to explain obscure 
passages of Scripture, or to 
make known the truths of the 
Bible, and urge men to obe- 
dience. 1 Cor. xiv. 26. Jesus 
Christ is ** that Prophet," who, 
having taught the will of God 
OB earth, with an infinite su- 
periority to all the rest in 
force of authority, extent of 
knowledge, and efficacy of 
instruction, and boing -now 
exalted to the right hand of 
power in heaven, still teaches 
by his word and Spirit. Such 
as refuse his teaching^ inculr 
certain reprobation. Acts iii. 
22. Heb. xii. 25. 

About the time of Samuel. 
scliools of the prophets were 
formed, wherein young men 
were piously educated, to 
prepare them for receiving 
the gifl of prophecy. Such 
schools we find at Bethel, 
Gilgal, Najotb, Jericho, and 
Jerusalem 3 but it does not 
appear that all these young 
men were afterward inspired. 
They were inspected by Sam 
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uel; Elijah, ElisJia, &c. 1 
Sam. X. xi. xix. 2 Kings ii. 
Whether the most of the uoted 
prophets were anointed at 
their entrance on their office, 
we know not. It is certain that 
they generally lived in a very 
low and temperate manner. 
The presents given them were 
such as oil, bread, fruits, 
honey. 2 Kings iv. 42. 1 
Sam. ix. 7, 8; ^. 1. John 
Baptist was ''more than a 
prophet,'' as he pointed out 
Jesus Christ as already in- 
carnate. Matt. xi. 9. Paul, 
Peter, and John, may be 
called prophets, as there is 
in their writings a variety of 
predictions. 2 Thess. i. 7 — 
10 5 ii. a— 11. 1 Tim. iv. 
1-^. 2 Pet. iii. 10, &c^ 
Almost the entire book of 
Revelation is a prophecy. 
• The following is a cata- 
logue of the prophets. The 
order of succession is, in 
some instances, uncertain, 
and some chronologists give 
different dates. Some of the 
prophets lived under succes- 
sive kings, but the space al- 
lows only the mention of one. 

Tears 

Samuel prophesied . * . . 81 

David " .... 48 

Elijah *' under Jlhdb, . 14 

Elisha *< " JeJun-am, . 58 
Jonah " " Jeku. 
Joel «« << Utxiak. 
Amos " «' JerobiMmII.96 

Hosea .« " " 62 

Isaiah " " Jlhai, . . 62 

Mieah «* «« «* : . 40 
Nabum " '* Hnekiah, 
Zephaniah " " Joaiah. 
Habakkuk «* " " 

Jeremiah " " " 41 



Obadiab proph. in the captivity. 
Ezekiel " " SI 

Daniel <« " 69 

Haggai " after the Gaptivitr. 
Zechariah « " 8 

Malachi " « 3 

PROPITIATION, aa 

atonemient for guilt; that 
which propitiates. It has 
been defined as '' the averting 
the punishment due to any 
one by undergoing the pen- 
alty in the room of the guilty.'' 
Christ is " the Propitiation for 
our sins,"—- i. e. the sins of his 
people 3 because his complete 
righteousness and atonement 
satisfies the Father for al! 
their transgressions, and se- 
cures the cancelling of the 
demajads of justice. Rom. 
iii. 25, and viii. 32—39. 1 
John ii. 2. 

PROS'ELYTE means in 
Scripture one that turned from 
heathenism to the Jewish 
religion. Acts ii. 10. Some 
were proselytes of the gate, 
who, though they renounced 
idolatry 5 observed what the 
rabbins call the seven pre- 
cepts of Noah ;* and attended 
th^ Jewish instructions; yet 
were not circumcised, nor al- 
lowed to partake of the pass- 
over. To these the Jews al- 
lowed hopes of eternal life, 
and permitted them to dwell 

* These were seven lawB,wluclv 
they maintained, were given by 
Jehovah to the ions of Noah ; vis. 
1. To avoid idolatry. 2. To wor- 
ship God. 3. To abhor incest. 
4. To commit no murder. 5. Nolt 
to steal. 6. To pimish muder 
with death. 7. Not t«i. eat Mood 
or Ukings strangled. 
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in Canaan. Of this kind of 
proselytes we may suppose 
Naaman, CoriielioS; the Ethi- 
opian eunuch, and Solomon's 
163,600 servants to have 
been. Others were proselytes 
of riglUeousnesSf or of the 
covenant ; beings obliged to 
fulfil the whole law of Moses. 
At their admission, the mo- 
tives influencing them to 
change their religion were 
examined, and they were in- 
structed in the principles of 
Judaism. Next, if males, 
they were circumcised ; after 
which, they presented their 
oblation to the Lord. Wheth- 
er they were also dipped in 
water is much disputed, and 
seems not probable. No 
mention is made' of such a 
rite in Scripture, which would 
leave it without authority if 
practised. Nor is it men- 
tioned in Josephus, Philo, the 
Apocrypha, the New Testa- 
ment, or by any writer for 
several hundred years after 
Christ. No boys under twelve 
years of age, or girls under 
thirteen, were admitted with- 
out the consent of their' pa- 
rents; or, if these refused, 
without the consent ^f the 
judges of the place. During 
the time of Christ, the Jews, 
and especially the Pharisees, 
greatly exerted themselves to 
make proselytes. Compare 
Matt, xxiii. 15, with Acts xiii. 
43. 

PROVERBS, the name of 
a boiok in the Scriptures, con- 
tainbg the inspired precepts 



of Solomon. 1 Kings iv. 9S. 
The whole in the original 
seems to be poetry. Though 
written by Solomon, they 
seem to have been collected 
and arranged by others. Let 
the reader turn to ch. xxv. 1, 
and XXX. 1. 

PROVIDENCE, a care 
for the future. The word is 
principally used in reference 
to that superintendence which 
our heavenly Father exercises 
over his creatures, supporting 
them in their being, and gov- 
erning them in all their ac- 
tions. This goverjunent, 
though exact and minute, in- 
fringes not our perfect liberty 
of choice, and complete re- 
sponsibility for our actions. . 

PSALM, a holy song. The 
Psalms are particularly sweet 
to a Christian, because they 
contain so much of the expe- 
rience of a religious man. 
Most of them were composed 
by David. The 90th was 
composed by Moses j per- 
haps the 80th by Heman. 
Those under the name of 
Asaph were probably dhrected 
to him as leader of the tern? 
pie choir. Some psalms are 
doctrinal, as Ps. i. ; some his- 
torical, as Ps. Ixxvii. cv. cvi.j 
some prophetic, as Ps. ex. j 
some penitential, as Ps. li. ; 
some consist of prayer and 
complaints, as Ps. vi. xxxviii. 
&c. ; others consist of praise 
and thanksgiving, as Ps. xxx. 
465 cxlv. cl. &c. In some, 
most or all of these subjects 
are connected, as Ps. \xxx\^. 
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Hie Jews divided the eu- 
life coUectioa into five books, 
9it the end of four of which 
axe the words ^'Amen^amen/' 
and of the fifth <' Hallelujah/' 
The first division ends at the 
40th psalm, the second at the 
72d, the third at the 88th, the 
fourth at the 105th, and the fifth 
at the IdOth. The words at 
the conclusion ard thought to 
have been put there by Ezra. 
The book itself forms an in- 
estimable treasure, and is the 
glory of the Old Testament 
It contains the grandest con- 
ceptions of 6(k1, the most 
rem^kable prophecies, and 
the most perfect models of 
resignation, faith, and trust 
in God. Luther says ** all 
sorts of divine doctrines and 
precepts are contained in it.'' 

Whether the titles of the 
Psalms are of divine author- 
ity, is not agreed. The lie- 
lurew words therein mention- 
ed, are by some considered 
as names of instruments of 
music, or first words of some 
songs 'f or to denote the sub- 
ject matter of the psaJm. It 
is thought Maackil means a 
poem, or set composition 3 and 
signifies, that the psalm is 
designed for instruction, Ps. 
xxxii. y that MirlUam denotes 
the precious or golden nature 
of the psalm; and perhaps 
all the psalms so marked re- 
late to Jesus Christ, as Gus- 
setitts observes. Neginoth, 
or Neginath, signifies stringed 
instruments, Ps. iv. Ixi. 3 ^e- 
kUothf wind instruments ; Ps. 



V. J QUtUhf a kind of instm* 
ment invented at Gath, Ps. 
viii. \ Alamoik, the treble, or 
a song to be sung by virgins, 
Ps. zlvi. ShiggaioUf or Shi* 
gionoth, may denote that the 
psalm is to be dung with di- 
versified tunes, or embraces 
various subjects. Ps. vii. 
Hab. iii. The Greek word, 
signifying a stringed instru- 
ment, is p8alUrion, Hence, 
by a metaphor, the book of 
Psalms is sometimes called 
the PsaUer. 

PSAL'TERY, a musical 
instrument, first mentioned in 
the Psalms of David. It 
seems to have been shaped 
much like the present harp 3 
or the Greek letter delta in- 
verte<J, thus, v. The body 
was of wood, hollow j and 
Josephus says it had twelve 
strings. The chords were at 
first of flax, but subsequently 
were manufactured from the 
entrails of sheep. Harp 
strings of the latter kind are 
mentioned by Homer as a re- 
cent invention. 

The modem psaltery is a 
flat instrument, Qf a triangular 
form, strung from side to side, 
with iron or brass wire, and 
played on with a kind of bow. 

1*T0LEMA'IS, a seaport 
in Galilee of Judea, now 
called Acre: Acts zxi. 7. 
See AccHO. 

PUBLICAN, a collector 
of taxes. The Romans farm- 
ed out their revenue to men 
who paid into the treasury 
of the state a certain sum, and 
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took the risk of collecting^. 
Contracts were generally tak- 
en by principal men, who lei^ 
out small districts to collect- 
ors for specified sums. Print- 
ing not being known, and 
the laws little understood, 
these inferior agents generally 
committed gross impositions 
and extortions. They were 
therefore greatly hated by 
the Jews, whose pride was 
mortified by having to pay 
tribute at aJl. Matthew, Zac- 
cheus, and probably other 
publicans, became disciples 
of Christ. Luke XV. 2. Matt, 
zxi. 31. 

PUL, (1.) A king of As- 
syria, hired by the king of 
Israel to assist him. 2 Kings 
XV. 19. Hos. V. 13. (2.) A 
district in Africa, thought by 
Bochart to be an island in the 
Nile not far from Syene. Isa. 
Ixvi. 19. 

PULSE, the seed of legu- 
minous plants, as peas, vetch- 
es, beans, &c. Lev. xxiii. 
14. 2 Sam. xvii. 28. 

PUNISHMENT, suffering 
for sin. Taken exactly, it 
means the iiifliction of de- 
Btrvtd evil. When used in 
reference to our Saviour, it 
means sufferings instead of 
the penalty 'which sinners 
would heme endured, but for 
his standing in their place. 
See Isa. liii. 4—11. 1 Pet. ii. 
14. Rev. V. 9, &c. 

The Civil Pdkishments 
of the Jews were, (1.) Re- 
taliation; (2.\ Fines; (3.) 
ScoorgiQg; (4.) Imprison- 



ment, which was sometimes 
accompanied by confinMnent 
to painful postures ; (6.) 
Deatli. Tyrants sometimes 
invented cruel punishments, 
such as putting out the eyes, 
Jud. xvi.21; cutting off mem- 
bers of the body. Jud. i. 6—7. 

PU'RIM is the pluraj <^ 
Pur, and means lots. It is 
the name of a solenm feast 
among^the Jews, m commem* 
oration of Haman's over* 
throw. It derives its name 
from the circumstance that 
Haman cast lots to ascertain 
the best day for destroying 
the Jews. Est. iii. 7, and ix. 
26. 

PURPLE, a color mueh 
worn by kings and emperors. 
Mark xv. 17. It is the fa- 
mous Tyrian dye, so costly, 
and so celebrated in antiqui- 
tyr It is called in 1 Maccab. 
iv.. 23, " purple of the secu" 
It was made from the blood 
of a shell-fish ; plenty of which 
were found in the sea, on the 
north-west of Canaan, and 
are now found about the Car- 
ibbee Islands, and other parts 
of America, and on the west 
of England. 

PUTE'OLI, a city of Cam- 
pania, in Italy; so called from 
its hot waters, or the multi- 
tude of its we>?s. Its ancient 
name wa» Velus Minor, It 
stood about eight miles from 
Naples, and was much fre- 
quented on account of its 
mineral waters. From hence 
a considerable trade was car- 
ried on with Alexandria, in 
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Egjrpt. Paul halted here seven 
days, as he went prisoner to 
Rome. Acts xzviii. 13. We 
find several of its bishops in the 
primitive councils of the Chris- 
tian church. The present name 
of the place is BuzzoH. 

PY'GARG, a species of 
gazelle or antelope, about the 
size of our deer. It is prob- 
ably the addact of the an- 
cients. The word occurs 
Devt. xiv. bf only. 



Q. 



QUAIL, a gallinaceous 
bird, somewhat less in size 
than the turtle dove. Quails 
are eztr^nely numerous in 
warm countries.- Ex. zvi. 13. 
Numb. xi. 31, 32. The ac- 
counts of travellers respect- 
ing the immense flocks of this 
bird, render the account in 
Scripture perfectly credible. 
In Numb, xi; 31, it says "they 
fell two cubits high upon the 
face of the earth.'' The word 
high is not in the original. It 
means they lighted so thick as 
to be only two cubits apart; or 
came down within two cubits 
of the surface of the g)-ound. 

QUATERNION, afile, 
eonsi^ing of four soldiers. 
Peter was placed under the 
care of four quaternions, in 
order, probably, that each 
might guard him three hot^rs 
at a time. See Watch. 



QUEEN often meaiti In 
Scripture a king's mother. A 
reference to this fact will re- 
move several apparent discre- 
pancies in the Old Testament. 
The word has still the same 
meaning among Orientals. 

QUEEN OF HEAVEN, 
a name given by Hebrew 
idolaters to the moon. Jer. 
vii. 175 xKv. 16— 18. 

QUICK. The living flesh, 
the sensible part of the body. 
Those persons who shall be 
alive at the resurrection, eure 
called the quickf in distine- 
tion from those who will arise 
from the dead. Acts x. 43. 
To give spiritual life to sin- 
ners is called qidckemng 
them. Eph. ii, 1— d. 

QUIT, to acquit. Josh. ii. 
20. 1 Sam. iv. 9. Christians, 
in their great conflict with sin 
and temptation, are to " quit 
themselves as men." 1 Cor. 
xvi. 13. 



R. 



RAB'BATH, the capital 
of the Ammonites, was situ- 
ated in the mountains of Gil- 
ead, beyond Jordan. It was 
a famous city, even in the 
time of Moses. Deut. iii. 11.. 
Here Uriah lost his lif«, by a 
secret order from David. 2 
Sam. xi. xii. It was destroyed, 
according to prophecy, Ezek. 
XXV. b. Amos i 14, a few 
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jeafs alter the destruction of 
Jenualem. It was by Ptote- 
mj called PhiladblpRia, 
and is so named on our maps 
of Palestine. Its present 
name is Amman, * 

RABBI, a name of dignity 
among the Jews, signifying 
doctor or master. It was be- 
stowed on any learned man, 
but especially on very eminent 
teachers of their law. The 
rabbi was ruler of the syna- 
gogue, decided all religious 
disputes, and received the 
utmost homage. Our Saviour 
exhorts the disciples not to 
use such distinctions and titles, 
but to look to him as their 
oidy Lawgiver and Teacher, 
whom they were to follow in 
al) matters of faith and wor- 
ship. < Matt, xxiii. 7, 8. 

RABBONI, a derivative 
from riU>bi, It was a greater 
title than rabbi, and was 
neve^ formally conferred, ex- 
cept on a few extraordinary 
doctors of the school of Hillel. 
John XX. 16. 

RACA, a Syriac word, 
meaning a silly felUm. A 
term used by the Jews to ex- 
press the utmost contempt. 
Matt. V. 20. 

RACE, a rapid course, 
generally implying contest. 
The numerous allusions to 
Grecian foot races, contained 
in Paulas Epistles, require 
some knowledge of the laws 
of those games. The apostle 
says, 1 Cor. i^. 24, " Know 
ye not thai they who run in a 
race, run all, but one [only] 



reeeiveth the prize Y So run 
that ye may obtain.'' And 
** every one who strivefh is 
temperate,'' See, Also, 2 
Tim. ii. 5, " If a mad strive 
for masteries, yet is he not 
crowned except he strive law 
fully." See also Heb. xii. 1. 
Gal. V. 7, &c. Plutarch and 
Cicero describe most extrav'^ 
agant honors and emoluments 
jgpiven to victors, especially at 
the Olympic games. Homer 
declares that men could gain 
no higher honors than those 
won by strength and fleetness ! 
Those persons who designed 
to' contend in these games, 
were obliged to repair to the 
public gymnasium ten months 
before the solemnity, where 
they prepared themselves by 
continual exercises. No man 
who had omitted to present 
himself in this manner, was 
allowed to contend for ^any 
of the prizes ; nor were the 
accustomed rewards of vic- 
tory given to such persons, if 
by any means they introduced 
themselves, and overcame 
their antagonists. 

RAILING, insolent, re 
proachful language. ChriS 
tians are strictly forbidden it. 
1 Cor. V. 11. When we are 
thus reviled, we must return 
blessing. 1 Pet. iii. 9. 

RAIMENT was at first 
made of the skins of beasts. 
Gen. iii. 21 ; but the art of 
spinning and weaving was 
soon invented, Ex. xxviii. ,42, 
and even embroidering, Ex. 
XXXV. 35, which became com 
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mon in the days of the judges. 
The common garment, in the 
days of Christ, was a sort of 
shirt or tunic, reaching to the 
ankles, generally with sleeves, 
but sometimes having only 
arm-hotes. A girdle confined 
it ' at the wais(. Over this, 
various garments were worn, 
according to the quality of 
the person. All classes wore 
something in the form of a 
large shawl,ca]leda " cloak," 
or " upper garment." Matt, 
xxi. 8. When a person had 
nothing on but the tunic, he 
was said to be ''naked." John 
xxi. 7. Persons could carry 
various articles in the folds of 
their shawl, Luke vi. 38 ; and . 
at night, in that climate, they 
rarely needed any other bed- 
clothes. See Ex. xxii. 26, 27. 
Around this outer garment 
the ancient Jews were accus- 
tomed to have a border or 
fringe, sometimes marked 
with texts of Scripture. The 
Pharisees, through ostentation, 
made theirs remarkably large. 
Matt, xxiii. 5. When en- 
gaged in laborious work, this 
outer garment Was laid aside, 
as by our Saviour, when he 
washed his disciples' feet, 
John xiii. 4; and Peter, when 
he fished, John xxi. 7. This 
explains, also. Matt. xxiv. 18. 
These upper garments would 
of course fit persons of any 
size, equally well. To, give 
raiment was therefore com- 
mon ; and especially when 
opulent or eminent men gave 
rich entertainments. In such 
18 



cases, not to accept and put 
on the profiered robe, was a 
great afiront. Matt. xxii. 12. 
S^ Vail, Savhals, &.c. 

RAIN was plentiful in Is- 
rael twice a year. " The early 
and the latter rain" occurred, 
the former in' September, the 
latter in March. Afler these, 
the weather becomes settled, 
and about May the grain is 
gathered. In Egypt, it scarce- 
ly ever rains ; the overflow of 
the Nile, and copious dews, 
answering the purpose. In 
tropical climates, the winter is 
the rainy season. Violent 
winds oflen attend these rains, 
and overthrow insecure hous- 
es. Hence our Saviour's par- 
able. Malt. vii. 25. 

RAINBOW, a splendid 
arch consisting of all the col- 
ors formed by the refraction 
and reflection of the rays of 
light by rain or vapor. It al- 
ways appears opposite the 
sun, and never when he is 
higher than 42 degrees above 
the horizon. Many critics 
have supposed that previous 
to the flood this beautiful 
bow had not appeared. If not, 
the confirmation to Noah's 
faith must have been exceed- 
ingly eflectual. Its appear- 
ance, though now common, 
continues to be a gracious 
token ^hat the earth shall not 
again be covered with waters. 
Gen. ix. 8—17. 

RAISINS, dried grapes. 
They are much used for food 
in inany countries, and are 
considered very wholesoia&0. 
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'RAM; a male sheep. See 
Sheep. Battering rams 
were used, before the inven- 
tion of cannon, to destroy the 
fortifications of cities. This 
machine was a huge log of 
timber, with an iron head at 
one end, suspended by the 
middle to elevated poles, and 
driven violently against the 
wall, by great numbers of 
men, until a breach was ef- 
fected< A shelter was erect- 
ed to defend these men from 
archers on the walls. Ezek. 
iv. 2, and xxi. 22. 

RAM AH, a city of Ben- 
jamin, which stood 8 miles 
northward from Jerusalem, 
Josh, xviii. 2d, ajid, being on a 
hill, was visible from thence. 
Near to it Deborah dwelt. 
Jud. iv. 5; Elkanah and Sam- 
uel resided in it, 1 ^am. i. 1, 
19. vii. It. viii. 4. xxv. 1. j auid 
at Najoth, or the meadows of 
Ramahy was a college of 
young prophets. 1 Sam. xix. 
There was another Ramah on 
the west border of Naphtali, 
Josh. xix. 36 3 also a Ramath 
or Ramoth,which we suppose 
the same as Baalath-beer, in 
the lot of Simeon, Joshua 
xix. 8. 1 Sam. xxx. 27, (see 
GiLEAD,) and also a Ramoth, 
Remeth, or Jarmuth, in the 
lot of Issachar. Josh. xix. 21. 

RAM-SKINS, dyed red, 
were used in the construction 
of the tabernacle. Dr. Clarke 
has proved from Homer, Pliny, 
and modem travellers, that 
there are rams whose natural 
color is red. From this fact 



the fable of the golden fleece 
may have had its origin. 

RANSOM, the price paid 
for the pardon of an offence, 
or the redemption of a slave 
or captive. ProV. vi. 35. Ex* 
xxi. 30. To prevent the plague 
and make ceremonial atone- 
ment for their souls, all male 
Hebrews of adult age paid half 
a shekel yearly, as a ransom. 
Ex.xxx.l2^ Tf*he obedience and 
death of Christ are the proper 
ransom and price of our deliv- 
erance from sin and misery. 
Matt. XX. 28. Job xxxiii. 24. 

RAVEN, a bird about the 
size of a pullet. Its color 
is black, and its voice harsh 
and doleful. It delights in 
solitude, and lives on carrion, 
&c. The raven which Noah 
sent forth, did not return, 
probably because it found rest 
and food on the floating car- 
casses. It has by all nations 
been considered a disgusting 
and hateful bird j but es- 
pecially so to the Jews, whose 
laws pronounced it unclean. 
How striking, therefore, is the 
arguntent of God's paternal re- 
gard to all his creatures, de- 
rived from his care of this 
bird! Job xxx viii. 41. He not 
only feeds the ravens, but, if 
killed, he cares for their un- 
fledged young. " He giyeth 
food to the young ravens which 
cry." Ps. cxlvii. 9. ff the 
Lord takes care of ravens, 
how confidently may his peo- 
ple trust him ! Luke xii. 
24. The raven is a striking 
emblem of unconverted man. 
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RAZOR. See Shave. 

REASON, the power by 
which we discover and appre- 
hend truth. True religion is 
altogether a reasonable ser* 
vice, Rom. xii. 1 } but, though 
reason can see its reasonable- 
ness a(id excellence, when re- 
vealed, it could not, by the 
mere light of nature, discover 
fully the character and pleas- 
ure of God. The province of 
reason in religion, is, to exam- 
ine the evidences of the au- 
thenticity of Scripture, and, 
this fc^eing ascertained, it is to 
be employed in understanding 
the whole will of God, as there 
revealed. 

RE'CHABITES,a tribe of 
Midianites, who lived in tents, 
and roamed the eountry for 
pasture, as the Arabs and 
Tartars now do. Their origin 
and manner of life are de- 
scribed 2 Kmgs X. 15>— 23. Jer. 
xxxy. 5—7. It is thought 
that some tribes dwelling on 
the north-east of Medina are 
descendants otf the ancient 
Rechabites. 

REC0NCILIATION,are- 
storing to favor, or reunion 
between those who had been 
at variance. See Atone- 
ment, and Expiation. 

REDEEM, to buy back 
what was sold, pledged or 
forfeited. Luke i. 68. The 
word is derived from a Latin 
word signifying to buy again. 
In the Greek Testament sever- 
al words are used in relation 
to the saints' deliverance from 
bell; which signify obtaining 



something by paying a priie. 
1 Ccr. vi. 20. Gal. iii. 13. 1 
Pet. i. 18. 

REDEEMER, one who 
ransoms by paying the pric^. 
Jesus Christ redeemed us by 
suffering in our stead the 
penalty of the divine law. 
lPet.i.l9. 

RED SEA. See Sea. 

REED, (1.) A tall, hollow, 
jointed plant, growing in fen- 
ny places, much used in hot 
countries, where the plant 
abounds, for buildings, car- 
riages, Slc.Scc. In this country 
it is employed for fishing rods, 
weavers' reeds, &c. It was 
anciently used ibr writing, and 
answered to the word " pen." 
3 John, 13. The use of quilU 
for writing cannot be traced 
further back than toIsiDORUs, 
who died in a. d. (536. (2.) An 
instrument of music like a flute. 
When our Lord said, ** a. 
bruised reed he would not 
break,'' it is not certain 
whether he alluded to the 
planter the instrument; but 
in reference to either^ the al- 
lusion is highly instructive. 
(3.) A measure of nine feet. 

REFUGE, a place of safe- 
ty to which a person may fly 
in case bf danger. The Lord 
commanded Moses to appoint 
six cities of refuge for those 
who slew any one unintention- 
ally. Josh. XX. 7—9. The 
roads to these were required 
to be 58 feet wide, and kept 
in perfect ropair, with bridges 
over the streams, and guide- 
boards, marked Re/uge,povaX- 
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in^ the way at every corner. 
This arrangement strikingly 
typified the Lord Jesus. God 
is called the Refuge of his 
people, Deut. xxxiii. 27, as he 
defends them against all the 
assaults of their enemies. 
Jesus Christ is the only refuge 
for dinners. 

•^ ''«/*ff« ^f li^ means a 
false hope. Isa. xxviii. 17. 

REGENERATION, the 
Dew birth, or a spiritual 
change from a carnal to a 
Christian life. This renova- 
tion of the soul, with all its 
affections, is effected by the 
spirit and grace of God, and 
is cajled Uie new birth. It 
consists in the infusion .of 
spiritual life into the soul, 
whereby it is enabled to per- 
form spiritual actions, and to 
live unto God. Tit. iii. 6. It 
differs from eonoernaiij be- 
cause regeneration is a power 
conferred, and conversion is 
the exercise of that power. 
Regeneration is the piinciple 
given to turn unto the Lord ; 
conversion is our actual turn- 
ing unto him ; regeneration is 
the life itself, conversion its 
motion. It differs from Jus- 
tifieation. Justification ac- 
quits a man from the charge 
of guilt J regeneration imparts 
a new nature. Justification is 
effected by the obedience, 
4eatb and resurrection of Je- 
sus Christ ; but regeneration 
is the work of the Holy 
Ghost. Ji differs from adop- 
tion. Adoption entitles to 
heaven, and regeneration is 



that which constitutes our 
meetness for its enjoyment. 

The word is also used for 
that new life which is expect- 
ed at the general resurrection 
and restitution of all things. 
Matt. xix. 28. 

REHOBCVAM, son of Sol- 
omon by an Ammonitess, as- 
cended the throne B. c. 970, 
being.then 41 years old ; and 
reigned 17 years. By follow- 
ing the absurd counsel of his 
young*, companions, he caus- 
ed the revolt of the ten tribes, 
an event productive of infi- 
nite mischief. 

REHCBOTH, literally 
room or plcu:e. (1.) A city of 
Edom. (2.) A well digged by 
Isaac eastward of Gerar, so 
called because there the Lord 
made room for him to dwell 
Gen. xxvi. 22. 

REIGN, to rule as sa 
preme. Gbd, who is the ab- 
solute Monarch of the world, 
reigns in the proper sense of 
the word, as he disposes of all 
things, in heaven and on earth. 

Sin is said to reign, when 
its motions and influences 
are readily obeyed, and it ex- 
ercises an absolute, uncon- 
trolled power in the soul. 
Rom. vi. 12. 

Grace is said to reign, 
when we are governed by the 
impulses of the Holy Spirit. 

REINS, the loins or kid 
neys. The word is used in 
Scripture, like the word 
hedrtf to signify the disposi- 
tions and affections of the 
mind. Ps. vii. 9. Jer. xii. 2. 
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RELIGION; 'the inward 
and spiritual knowledge and 
belief of divine truth. It is 
manifested in a proper ac- 
knowledgment of God, and 
obedience to himy and in 
showing proper regard to 
men, chiefly such as sure in 
distress. Jam, i. 27. The 
word is used also to denote 
any system of faith and wor- 
ship in distinction from others. 

REMPHAN, an Egyptian 
idol. The learned are very 
littie agreed who this god 
was* Some are very peremp- 
tory, and others quite despair 
of ascertaining. The Israel- 
ites wQrshipped this false god, 
calling him Ohio N. Amos v. 
26. Probably it was Saturn, 
Acts vii. 43. 

REPENTANCE, grieffor 
sin, a ch^ge of mind by 
which we wish any part of 
our conduct undone. Evan- 
gelical repentance is that 
saving* gr^ce wrought in the 
heart of a sinner by the Holy 
Ghost, .by which the smner 
turns from a course of diso- 
bedience, and sincerely en- 
deavors to live unblamably 
before God, in the expectation 
of forgiveness through the 
merits oi Christ. Matt. iii. 2, 
Slc. The repentance which 
Esau sought with tears, was 
not hrs own regret, which of 
course he could and did ex- 
ercise, but a change of pur- 
;K>se in his father. When it 
IS said; Rom. xi. 29, " the 
gifts ai^d calling of God are 
without repentance,'^ it means 
18# 



that his purposes of love to 
his people are unalterable. 

REPETITIONS. The 
vain repetitions blamed by 
our Saviour, Matt. vi. 7, 
were lifeless forms of prayer 
frequently repeated. It is to 
be feared many of our prayers 
are little better. The papists 
openly make a merit of fre- 
quently repeating in a given 
time the same prayer. 

REPH'AIM, a valley near 
Jerusalem, fruitful in wheat. 
Isaiah xvii. 5. It seems to 
have had its name from the 
giants that anciently inhabit- 
ed it. Here the host of the 
PhilisUues encamped fsB« 
quently. 1 Chr. xi. 15. 

REPII^DIM, a place east 
of the I^d Sea, wjiere the 
Hebrews tempted God, and 
quarrelled ynth Moses for 
want 6f w^te^. It was there- 
fore called Jlferibahf conten- 
tion 3 and Massahf tempta- 
tion. Ex. ;|vii. 7, 8. 

REPROBATE, rejected; 
given up to sin ; lost to vir- 
tue ; fatally erroneous in sen- 
timent. A reprobate mind is 
one whose conscience is cal- 
lous. Men are reprobate ,to 
every good work, when utterly 
averse to doing or permitting 
others to do good. Tit. i. 16. 

REPROOF, blime charg- 
ed upoQ a person to his face ; 
or admonition upon account 
of some fault. Reproof re- 
quires the utmost care and 
prudeoce in the person by 
whom it is administered, or it 
may exasperate, and make th« 
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offender sio the more. Unless 
circumstances imperioasly re- 
quire it, let it never be done 
publicly, but always in secret. 
Make it evident that the good 
of the transgressor is the sole 
motive of your censure ', that 
it is a painful task, to which 
you ore urged by a sense of 
duty, and prompted by the 
most tender solicitude for his 
happiness. Let not an air of 
self-importance, an angry 
countenance, or a wrathful 
tone of expression, discover 
itself in your rebukes. You 
must feel, and you aie allow- 
ed to feel ; but it is to pe the 
feeling of Christianity; that 
is, pity, kindness, and the 
most sincere affection for the 
offender himself. Not hia per- 
son, but his sin, and his Hn 
alone, is to be the object of 
your mdignation ; and every 
admonition should be accom- 
panied with fervent prayer to 
God for his blessing on your 
efforts to do good. '' As an 
ear-ring of gold, and an or- 
nament of fine gold, so is a 
wise reprover upon an obedi- 
ent ear." 

REREWARD, the rear- 
guard. Josh. vi. 13. God 
promises to be the rereward 
of his people, defending them, 
as they press on their fiarch; 
from unseen enemies behind. 
Isa. Hi. IS. 

REST, (1.) A ceasing 
from bodily labor. (1) The 
quietness of sleep or d«ath. 
(3.) That peace with 6od and 
in their own consciences. 



which believera ea^y in this 
world, Matt. zi. 99, arising 
from a cheerful confidence in 
the promises and providence 
of God. Ps. cxvi. 7. (4.) A 
quiet and secure habitation, 
such as was promised to the 
Israelites in the land of Ca- 
naan, which was also a type 
of that eternal rest in the 
heavenly Canaan, where the 
saints shall enjoy a oever-end* 
ing blessedni^ss in the pres- 
ence of God, at the termina- 
tion of all the toils and trou*^ 
bles of this life. Heb. iv. 9. 

RESTITUTION, (I.) The 
restoring of any thing to its 
former state. Actsiii. 21. (2.) 
The returning of a thing unjust- 
ly gotten, or making amends 
for in injury. This is very par- 
ticularly enjoined in the law 
of Moses. Ex. xxi, Lev. xxiv. 
Deut. xix. It was done at the 
reformation under Nehemiah, 
Neh. V. 10, It $ and by Zach- 
eus,whQ, following the Roman 
law, agreed to restore four- 
fold. Luke xix. 8. 

RESURRECTION, the 
act of rising from the dead, or 
returning to life. It commonly 
means the general resurrec- 
tion at the tast day, or the 
end of the world. Job xix. 25 
—27 J John V. 28, 29 J when 
we must stand before the 
judgment-seat of Christ, and 
be admitted to eternal happi- 
ness, or doomed to encfless 
misery. The doctrine of the 
resurrection was unknown to 
the wisest heathens, and is 
peculiar to the Bible. They 
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h&d sotaie gUmmerings of the 
8oul'£( imiAortality, but no 
knowledge of the reviving of 
Che body. The resurrection 
of Christ is a clear and evi- 
dent proof that our debt has 
been paid, and that divine 
justice has received foil sat- 
isfaction. On this doctrine of 
Christ's power ^ over death, 
which was most solemnly pub- 
lished to the world, is built 
our faith in his promises, and 
bur hope of life and glory. 
Rom. iv. 25. A grain of corn 
sown in the earth is the im- 
a^ made use of by. our Sa- 
viour and the apostle Paul to 
represent the resurrection. 
John xii. 24. 1 Cor. xv. 36. 

REVEAL, to disclose. 
Christ was reveaUd, when he 
came in the flesh. Th^ wrath 
of God is revealed when sin- 
ners are made to suffer his 
open judgments. 

REVELATION, a discov- 
ery. The sacred Scriptures 
are a revelcUion, or disclosure 
of God's will to man. 

The last book; being the 
declarations of John in refer- 
ence to futurity, is called the 
Revelation^ from its contain- 
ing such minute and ample 
predictions of the ' state of 
the church in future ages. It 
is commonly called the 
Apocaltpsx. According to 
Eichhora and others, it was 
written about a. D. 70$ but 
critics generally assign the 
year 95 or 96 as its true date. 
To understand this book is 
very . difficuii, and parts of 



it are incapable of illustraiioo 
till providence is further 
unfolded. In general/ it may 
be said that the stars, sun, 
and moon, d&c. mean the great 
men of the earth. The num- 
bers are seldom to be taken 
arithmetically. Most. of the 
predictions were probably ful- 
filled in the early age of the 
church. 

REVENGE, to vent dis- 
pleasure upon a person for a 
real or imaginary |ault Men 
revenge themselves because 
they are too easily offended, 
and too much infiiieneed by 
the impulses of passion and 
self-love. But when it is said 
in Scripture, that God re- 
venges himself, it means no 
morethanthat.be vindicates 
the injuries done to his justice 
and his majesty } to the order 
he has established in the 
world; and to his servants } 
because he is just, and order 
and justice must be preserv- 
ed. 

REVENGER of Blood, 
a name given to the person 
who had a right, under Jew- 
ish customs, to take the life of 
him who had killed his rela- 
tion. See Refuoe< 

REWARD, recom^nse. 
Good ttm^t nwiP^ is on 
high, noi on earth. Itaphelius 
has sliown;Say8l)r.I>oddridge, 
that mUthoi not only signifies 
reward of debt, but reward of 
grace, and that the phrase 
misUion doregen occurs in 
Herodotus ; so that the phrase 
** reward of grace," Rom. iv. 
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4, it a claaneal, as well as 
theological expression. 

RHE'GIUH, a seaport of 
tbe kingdom of Naples, aboat 
opposite to Messina^, in Sicily. 
It IS saud to have been origi- 
nally built by a colony from 
C^lcis. Paul doubtless 
preached here at his visit, 
Acts xxviii. 13, though Luke 
does not record the fact. Its 
present name is Reggio, 

' RHODES, an island of the 
Mediterranean Sea, north- 
east of Crete, and ranked for 
dignity and si^e ne?tt to Cy- 
prus and Lesbos, being about 
120 miles in circumference. 
I^ had its name, HodoSf a rose, 
from the njultitude of roses that 
grew on it. On this island 
was a famous colossal statue 
standing across the entrance 
of the harbor. The Rhodians 
were famous about (he time of 
tlie Trojan war. The most 
ancient cities were Lindus, 
Camirus, and Jalysus; l>ut 
Rhodes eclipsed all the rest, 
and is still a place of note. 
Acts xxi. 1. 

RIGHTEOUSNESS, (1,) 
That upright life and conver- 
sation which proceed from a 
pious disposition, ipclii^ing us 
to fender the worship due to 
God, and be just in our deal- 
ings witif ^It' men.** If signi- 
fiefs also, (2.) That perfection 
of the divine nature, whereby 
God is most holy in himself, 
and most just in all his deal- 
ings with his creatures. (3.) 
The active and passive obe- 
dience of Christ. Christ is 



called '<Um Lord our Ririil> 
eousness,'' ^s being the Pro- 
curer and Bestower of all the 
righteousness and holiness 
which believers possess. 

RIGHT HAND is in 
Scripture ^ symbol of power. 
Ex. XV, 6. P^. xxi. 8. The 
word is ^Iso used to mean 
soutkwara, as the Jews al- 
ways spoke of the east as be- 
fore them, and the west behind, 

RIMMON, or Remmok, ' 
(1.) A city belonging to the 
Simeonites, 2$ miles south- 
west of Jerusalem. Josh. xix. . 
7. Neh. ^i. 29. (2.) Remmon- 
methoaTj a city of Zebulun, 
given to the Levites. Josh, 
xix. 13. 1 Chr. vi. T7. (3.) A 
steep rock near Gibeah,whith- 
er six hundred Benjamites 
fled when the rest of their 
tribe was destroyed. Jud. xx. 
45. (4.) A principal idol of 
the Syrians', worshipped at 
Damascus. The name signi- 
jfies devotion; but whether 
that idol be the Elion, or Most 
High, of the Phoenicians, ojr 
Saturn, or Venujs, is not 
agreed. Perhaps he wa^ 
none of all these, bu^ Jupiter 
Cassiu»j 

RING. The wearing of 
rings is a very ancient cus- 
tom. Gen. xxi V. 22. It was an 
ensign of authority in princes 
and great men. Thus, when 
Pharaoh committed the gov- 
ernment of all Egypt to Jo- 
seph, he took the ring from 
his finger, and gave it to him 
Ahasuerus gave his ring to his 
favorite Hamata, and grantr 
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ed the same iavor to Mor- 
decu, who succeeded Haman 
in his dignity. It is also used 
as an emblem of conjugal fi- 
delity^ and a constant memo- 
rial of the marriage vow. 

RING-STREAKED, bav- 
ing circular Streaks or lines on 
the body, as we often see on 
cattle. Gen. xxx. S5. 

RIVER, a large stream of 
water. The rivers mentioned 
in Scripture are the Jordan, 
Kisho9, Jabbok, Amon, Aba-' 
na, Pharpar, Euphrates, Hid- 
dikel, Gihon, Pison, Chebar, 
Ahavah, and Ulai. The Nile 
is alluded to, but is not men- 
tioned by name. " From the 
river to the ends of the earth,'' 
means from the Euphrates to 
the end of the then known 
world. No river in Pales- 
tine withstands the drought of 
summer but the Jordan, and 
that becomes greatly dimin- 
ished. The others^ though 
torrents in the rainy season, 
become mere rivulets in sum- 
mer, and sometimes wholly 
disappear. Job compares false 
friends to such. Job vi. 15. 

ROBE. See Raiment. 
Jesus's imputed righteousness 
is a robe, which beautifies, 
warms^ and protects our souls. 
Isa. Ixi. 10. 

ROD, (1.) A small branch 
of a tree. Gen. xxx. 37. (2.) 
A staff for walking. Ex. iv. 4. 
(3.) A shepherd's crook. Ps. 
.xxiii.4. (4.) A measuring reed, 
used by surveyors. (5.) A 
sceptre, and hence piut for pow- 
er and authority. Isa. xiv. 6. 



ROE, a small species of 
deer, exceedingly beautifiil 
and swift. 2 Sam. ii. 18. It 
is, no doubt, the gazelle or an- 
telope, which is called roe in 
Scripture^ It is about 2^ 
feet high, is gregarious, has 
lioms a foot long, short erect 
tail, and beautiful eyes. It 
abounds in Palestine, Arabia, 
and Egypt, and is excellent 
food. lGhr.xii.8. Caiit«ii. 
8, 9, d&c. The ancient meth- 
od of catching this animal 
was by a net. Prov, vi. 5. 

ROLL, a book. Ezra vi. 2. 
Jer. xxxvi. Ezek. iii; Before 
the invention of the present 
manner of binding, writings 
were rolled on a staff. Such 
are now used in the Hebrew 
synagogues. See the ctU un- 
der Book. 

ROMANS, the first epis- 
tolary book of the New Tes- 
tament.- Paul is declared to. 
be the writer of this and 
twelve others j besides which 
the Epistle to the Hebrews is 
generally imputed to him. 
Paul had never been at Rome 
when he wrote this Episde. It 
was caHed forth- by his having 
heard of their condition, and 
especially of the difficulties 
existing between the Jewisli 
and .the Gentile members. 

ROME,, for a long time the 
most noted city in the worid. 
It was built by the Etrurians 
Romulus enlarged it about 
the time of Hezekiab,.king«f 
Judah, that is, a. m. 3254; It 
gradually increased, till it ex- 
tended ovfer aeveu hills. iThe 
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river Tiber runs throu^ it, 
affording^ water to the city, 
and carryings off the filth 
which is conveyed to it by 
sewers under ground. Its 
walls seem never to have 
been above thirteen miles in 
circumference ; but it had a 
vast extent of suburbs. . In 
the time of Romulus, it con- 
tained about three thousand 
inhabitants, and in the time 
of Augustus, two millions. 
Christianity was early plant- 
ed here, and has continued 
to this day, though for Siges 
obscured by popish supersti- 
tions. Most of its early pas- 
tors suffered martyrdom. 
While the Roma^is governed 
a great part of the world, 
tbey were in the habit, either 
for money or good deeds, or 
of free favor, of conferring 
the right of citizens on some 
who were not of their nation, 
and even sometimes on the 
inhabitants of a whole city. 
In this sense, Paul and Silas 
were. Romans, and had a le- 
gal title to all the privileges 
of the citizens of Rome, by 
hsrving been bom in a free 
city. Acts zvi. 37, 38 j xxii. 
25, 26, 27. The present pop- 
ulation of this city is only 
164,000; but the territories 
of the pope embrace 13,000 
square miles, and a popula- 
tion of two millions and a 
half. Not more than about 
the third part of what is with- 
in the walls is now inhabited. 
It is noted for many fine an- 
for St. Peter's 



church, which was one hon- 
dred years in building, and 
for the Vatican, or winter 
palace of the pope, which 
consists of about 12,600 cham- 
bers, halls, and closets, and 
has a famed library, garden,, 
and arsenal. Its hospitals 
are remarked for their excel- 
lent regulations; but the in 
habitants are licentious to an 
uncommon degree. 

ROOF, the covering of a 
house. The Jews had theirs 
flat, for walking, or erecting 
booths on, and a battlement 
breast high around, to prevent 
any one falling from them. 
As this rendered them private 
pla^s, they often performed 
their devotions on them. 
Acts X. 9. 

ROSE, the queen of flow- 
ers. From the frequent con- 
nection of the lily with this 
flower, when spoken of in 
Scripture, it seems evident 
that the wild rost must be 
meant, which in all hot coun- 
tries is extremely beautiful. 
Christ is compared to it 
Song ii. 1. '< The wilderness 
shall blossom as the rose,'' 
when Christianity restores 
this \rilderness World to order 
and beauty. Isa. xxxv. 1. 
In the East Indies, an extract 
is made, called '' otter of 
ro#e«,'' which is very costly, 
and the n^ost exquisite per- 
finne in nature. 

ROUGH, coarse, rugged, 
uneven. By the powerful 
preaching of John the Baptist, 
the ''rough places were maAt 
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plain 'f* that is, people of the 
most ignorant and hardened 
description were, through dt- 
vine grace, humbled, and pre- 
pared to receive ^e fall 
truths of Christ's mission and 
ministry. Luke iii. 5. 

RUBY, a beautiful gem, 
of a red color, of great hard- 
ness and lustre, but seldom 
found larger than a grape 
seed. A perfect ruby, above 
3^ carats in size, exceeds in 
value a diamond of equal 
size. A deep-colored ruby, 
exceeding 20 carats in weight, 
is called carbuncle. Wherev- 
er the word occurs, it should 
be trsLnsIated pearls. 

RUE, a useful medicinal 
plant, common in gardens. It 
has an unpleasant smell, and a 
bitter, pungent taste. The 
word Occurs in Luke xi. 42, 
only. 

RUN, to press on rapidly; 
As mei^ when funning, espe- 
cially for a pri^e, exert them- 
selves earnestly and perse- 
veringly, the frequent use of 
the term, in reference to the 
Christian career, is very im- 
pressive, and ought to alarm 
indolent professors. See 1 
Cor. ix. 24. Heb. xii. I. 

RUNNERS, persons who 
ran before the king's chariot, 
or bore messages id haste. 
They were employed partic- 
ularly to carry into the prov- 
inces tidings of the enactment 
of any edict or law. 

RUSH, an aquatic plant, 
common on the banks of the 
Nile, &c. Job viii. 11. It is 



the same as the bulrtuh, 
Ex. ii. 3, Isa. xviii. 2, and 
the paper reed. Isa. xix. 7. 
It is the cyperus papyrus of 
LmffJEtrs ; commonly called 
" the Egyptian reed:" 

The stalk is triangular, 
rising to the height of nme or 
ten feet, beside three or four 
under water, and terminating 
in a crown resembling the 
thistle. See the picture, ^i- 
cle Paper. 

RUTH, one of the ances- 
tors of our Saviour, who lived 
in the days of Gideon, or per- 
haps of Ehud 5 about 300 
years before Homer flour- 
ished. 

The book of this name in 
thought to have been written 
by Samiie},- and forms a sort 
of appendix to the book of 
Judges. The principal scope 
of the book is to record tne 
genealogy of Christ in David'< 
line. Compare Ruth iv. 18 
—22, with Matt. i. 6, 6. The 
adoption of Ruth, a heathen, 
converted to Judaism, hatf 
been generally considered a 
pre-imimation of the admis- 
sion of the Gentiles into th6 
church. A further design of 
this book is, to evince the care 
of Providence over such atf 
fear God. 

RYE is mentioned Ex. \t. 
32, and Isa. xxviii. 35. The 
word in the original means 
only beardedf and makes it 
doubtful what grain is meant. 
Some suppose rice to be in* 
tended. 
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SABACHTHA'NI means 
<'Thou hast forBaken me." 
Mark xv. 35. 

SAB'AOTH,a Hebrew 
word, signifying hosts or ar^ 
tmes. Jehovah is called " the 
Lord of Sabaothf" because 
ihe hosts of all creatures ave 
his. Angels, ministers, Chri^-- 
tians, star$, planets, iS&c. are 
all marshalled and ruled by 
the Lord God omnipotent. 
Rom. iz. 29. Jaih. v. 4. 

SABBATH, literally rkst , 
the holy day. When God 
bad. made the heavens and 
the earth, in the space of six 
days, be rested on the sev- 
enth, and set it apart for him- 
self, to be occupied in the 
exercises of religion. The 
perpetual oMigation of the 
Sabbath is inferable not only 
from the injunction being one 
of the immutaMe ten com- 
mandments, but from the rea- 
sons which are given for its 
institution being of a moral, 
tad not of a ceremonial na- 
ture, and the modes of its ob- 
servance being of universal 
cbligation. 

Though tt was really the 
seventh day to God, to man, 
who was formed on the even- 
ing of the last day, it was the 
Jirstf and was kept as such 
for ages,, though called the 
seventh part of time. Gen. 
ii. 2, 3, In the first institution 
Q^ the Sabbath,it was intended 



to can to mtnd the wisdom, 
power and goodness of God, 
as they are displayed in the 
ereation of the world; bat 
after the return of the children 
of Israel from their state of 
servitude and hard bondage 
in Egypt, that was urged as 
an additional object of recol- 
lection on the Sabbath-day > 
and also as an additional mo- 
tive to its observance. The 
day was at the ^ame time 
changed, to correspond with 
that memorable event, and to 
preserve the Hebrews more 
effectually from idolatry, by 
making their day of worship 
different from that of the 
heathen. Deut. v. 14, 15. 
Under the Christian dispensa- 
tion, which unites Jews and 
Gentiles, the Sabbath is al- 
tered back again from the 
seventh to the first day of the 
week, on which the Redeemer 
himself rose from the dead. 
On the ." first day of the 
week,'' Jesus. Christ made 
repeated visits to his disciples, 
who were evid^ently assem- 
bled together for religious 
purposes. John xx. 19, 26. 
On the first day oC the week, 
the disciples came together to 
break bread and bear Paul 
prieach. Acts xx. 7. Upon 
the first day of the week, 
the Corinthians were required 
to lay by their contributions 
for the poor. 1 Cor. xvi. 2. 
And Ihe first day of the week 
is called ^* the Lord's 
Day." Rev. i. 10. It is to 
be sanctified by a cessatiov 
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firom a}l worldly affairs ; by a 
remerabranee of God in crea- 
tion, providence, and redemp- 
tion; by meditation, prayer/ 
readings the Scriptures, attend- 
ing pablic worship, and by 
holy anticipations of Uiat 
eternal Sabbath wbfoh re- 
mains for^the people of God. 

SABBAT'ICAL YEAR, 
the seventh year^ in which 
the land was to have rest. 
Ex. txiii. Lev. xxv. It 
served to remind Israel of the 
authority and goodness of 
Qod, to inculcate humaiiity, 
to befriend the poor, to give 
time for devotion, study, and 
deeds of mercy. 

SABEUNS, a people of 
Arabia, descendants probably 
of Shebaf the son of Gush. 
It is contended by some, that 
the " queen of Sheba" ,was 
from the neighborhood of 
Abyssinia in Africa. 

SAGKBUT, a musical in- 
strument, e^nerally thought 
to have had four strings ; but 
Isidore considers it at fcind of 
fiute or hautboy. It was 
probably what we call from- 
bonty as the word seems 16 
tfigpsify what may be length- 
ened or shortened. 

SACKCLOTH, a coarse 
clpth, made of the hair of 
horses, and coarsest* hair of 
camels and goats. It was 
th3 common clothing of very 
po<Jr people, and was much 
used for tents, awnings, &c. 
Elijah and John the Baptist 
wore such 5 indeed, it waf 
anciently very common for 
19 



all prophets to be thus hum- 
bly clad. Hence, the false 
prophets wore ** a rough, 
garment to deceive." Zech. 
xiii. 4. It was also used by 
mourners, being of a black 
color. Isa. 1. 3. 

SACRIFICE, an offering 
to God, made on an altar by 
a regular pnest. It differed 
from an oblatioH, which meant 
only the simple offering of a 
gift. The justice of God re- 
quired the death of the of- 
fender; but, being tempered 
with mercy, it accepted ^a 
sacrifice in his stead. Before 
the giving of the law, every 
man offered as he chose, and 
was his own priest ; but that 
gave rules both as to the things 
to be sacrifices, and the quan- 
tity to be offered ; and restrict- 
ed the priesthood to the fam- 
ily of Aaron. In some cases^ 
no fire was put to the sacri- 
fice, which was consumed by 
fire from heaven. It is prob- 
itble this was the way in 
which Abel's sacrifice was 
accepted. The Hebrews had 
but four sorts of sacrifices, 
vi?. 

1. The bumt^fferingf or 
holocaust, which was wholly 
consumed, except the skin, 
which was for the priest. 

J. The sin-offering f or sac- 
rifice of expiation, which was 
offered by one who had of* 
fended, to whom no part was 
returned, but the priest bad m 
share. See Lev. iv. and v. 

3. The peMe-tffering warf 
in thankful return for favors 
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received, or to satisfy private 
devotion, or simply to honor 
God. It was offered at pleas- 
ure, there beings no law to re- 
quire it ; and the a^e or sex 
of the animal was not desig- 
nated. Most of the flesk was 
letumed to the offerer, who 
ate it with his friends. See 
Sev. iii. 

4, The treMpass-offering 
seems to have been different 
from the sin-ofiering, both be- 
ing^ required of the leper. 
l^v. ziv. It mig^t have been 
for particular eases comprised 
in the general rules for sin- 
offerings. Its oharacter is 
not fully understood. 

The perpetual sacrifice was 
the offering of a lamb every 
momiog at sunrise,and another 
every evening about twilight. 
They were burnt as holo- 
causts, but by a small fire, 
that they might last the longer. 
With each of these was of^ 
fered half a pint of wine, half 
a pint of sweet oil, and three 
pints of fine flour. 

All the sacrifices, with their 
several ceremonies, were 
either acknowledgments of 
sin, or imagies of the punish-' 
meat <lue to it ; and had rela- 
Uoa to Christ, the gospel Sac- 
rifice, in whom all these types 
had their fulfilment. They 
•ignified the expiation of 
moral guilt by the sacrifice 
of Christ, who is called t^ 
Lamb o/Oodj John i. 29 ; and 
Uu Liukb Uainfrom ihejfoun' 
SaiSm of the world, Rev. 



SACRILEGE, an outrogv 
against holy things or per- 
sons. Idolatry is called sac* 
riUge, as being a crime whicb 
especially insults Deity. 

SADDUCEES, a sect 
among ilie Jews, founded by 
Sadoc, who flourished some 
what more than 200 years 
before Christ, and denicMi the 
existence of angels aad .spir- 
its, the immortality of jth^ soul, 
and the resurrection of the 
body. They are accused, 
though not with good proof, 
of rejecting all the books of 
Scripture, except the five 
books of Moses. They were 
strict observers of the law 
themselves, and enforced it 
upon others ; but, contrary t* 
the Pnarisees, they kept only 
to the simple text of the law, 
without traditions, explana- 
tions or modifications, and 
maintained that only what 
was written was to be ob- 
served. The Sadducees were 
generally persons of wealth 
and influence. Among the 
modem Jews, there are few, 
if any, nominal Sadducees > 
but infidelity prevails among 
them to a melancholy extent. 

SAFFRON, the crocus, a 
bulbous plant, common in 
gardens. The flowers are 
considered medicinal. Oc- 
curs in Cant. iv. 14, only. 

SAINTS, converted per- 
sons, Ps. xvi. 3. Pliil. iv. 21 j 
they who spend much tinte in 
religious exercises, and are 
eminent for piety and zeai 
in the cause of God, Ps. xvi* 
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8-, Heb. vi. 10 ; ^bose blessed 
spirits whom God gpraciously 
Admits to partake of ever* 
lasting glory and blessedness, 
1 Thess. iii. 13 ; Rev. xviii. 
24; the holy angels, Deut. 
xxxiii. 2 'y Jade 14. There 
is no propriety in prefixing 
saini to the names of the 
writers of the Jfiew Testa^ 
ment, any more^ than to those 
of the Old. It is better to 
say ''the evangelist Mat- 
thew/' or ^' Paul the apostle." 

SALIM, where John bap- 
tized, is the same as Salbh, 
where Melchisedek was king, 
near the river Jordan. Gen. 
xiv. Jerusalem, called by 
contraction /So/em, Ps. Ixxvi. 
2, was originally called Jebtu. 

SAJ.O'M£, the wife of 
Zebedee, and the mother of 
James and John. She fool- 
ishly begged that her two 
sons might have principal 
honors in Ghrist'» temporal 
kingdom. 

SALT is in many places 
dug from the ^ earth, but is 
commonly obtained by evap- 
orating sea water. In the in- 
terior of the state of New 
York, it is obtained in vast 
quantities from natural springs 
of salt water. It was ap- 
pointed to be used in all the 
sacrifices that were offered to 
God. Lev. ii, 13. It is the 
symbol of wisdom— ^' Let your 
speech be seasoned with 
salt/' Coh iv. 6 ; of fidelity 
and perpetuity; thus a firm 
md lasting covenant is called 
s covenant of salty Numb. 



xviiir 19 ; and of maintenance 
or hospitality, Ez. iv. 14, 
where ** maintenance from 
the king's table" may be ren- 
dered literally ''salted with 
the salt of the palace." The 
phrase ^'salted with fire/' 
Mark ix. 49, means that the 
victims of divine justice in 
hell shall be as it were malted 
with fire, and, instead of being 
consumed by it, shall continue 
immortal in tlie midst of their 
flames. Awftd thought ! The 
Jews were accustomed to rub 
salt on new-born babes, or 
bathe them with salt water. 
Esek. xvi. 4. Large quan- 
tities of salt put on land 
renders it barren. Hence 
a taU land means a barren 
region. Jud. ix. 45. Zeph. 
ii. 4. In small quantities, it 
serves as a valuable manure. 
Luke xiv. 34. When our 
Saviour told his disciples that 
they were the t^ait of the earth, 
he meant that, being them- 
selves endued with grace, 
they ought to season others, 
and preserve them from cor- 
ruption. The truths of the 
gospel are in opposition to the 
corruption of the world, both 
in respect to doctrine and 
morals. ~ 

Lot's wife was not turned 
into a pillar of such salt as 
we use at table, but into rock 
saltfBS hard and compact as 
stone. In seme parts of 
Arabia, houses are built of 
this material. The salt used 
by the ancients was chiefly 
what we call rock^ or fat* 
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tU mH; aud also that >ft 
on the shores of salt lakes. 
Both of these kinds we^ im- 
pure, being^ mixed with earth, 
gand, &,c,f and lost their 
strength by exposure to the 
atmosphere. Mauvdrell, 
in his description of the valley 
of salt, speaks of a small 
precipice on the side toward 
Gibal, where he broke some 
pieces from. a part exposed to 
the weather; wiiieh, '' though 
they had all the appearance 
of salt, had perfectly lost it*, 
savor; while the inner part, 
which was connected with the 
rock, retained its savor, as I 
found by proof." ' Compare 

Matt. V. 13. SCHOBTOSKIUS 

has largely proved, in his 
** Horce Hebraicse," that such 
as had thus become insipid, 
was used to repair roads. 
This is ex^Mstly Jthe use said to 
be made of it in the above 
quoted passage. 

SALT, Vallet of, some 
vale c^nin^ into the Dead 
Sea, where rock salt was pro- 
cured. 

SALUTE, to address with 
civility. The forms of salu- 
tation vary . exceedingly in 
different countries. Among 
Orientals, so much ardor is 
•xpr^ssed, and so long a cer- 
empny used, as would, in our 
eyes appear ridiculous. When 
an Ar^b meets his friend, he 
begins, yet afar off, to make 
gestures indicative of recog- 
Bition. On coming up, he 
shakes bands, then kisses his 
hand, and inquires concerning 



bis friend's health, anddiat of 
his family, with great minuter- 
ness. All this is of course 
done by the other. Some* 
times the beard is reverently 
kissed. When they separate, 
to pass on, each pronounces 
a solemn benediction,as " The 
blessing of Jehovah be with 
you," &c. The later Jews 
were more moderate than 
the neighboring nations, and 
used different degrees of hom* 
agep according to iife person 
and the occasion. A bow of 
the head was the -common 
civility : to bend the body 
indicated more respect; an<f 
to lay down the face on the 
ground signified the highest 
reve«snce; Jacob boif^ed him?> 
self seven ti$nes to the ^ound 
when he met Esau. Gen. 
xxxiii. When the prophet 
sent his servant in great baste 
to raise the dead child, he 
forbade him to salute any one, 
or answer any salutation, be- 
cause of the time it would oc- 
cupy. 2 Kings iv. S9. And 
our Saviour exonerated the 
seventy disciples from sucl^ 
unmeaning waste of time. 
Luke X. .4. Presents comr 
monly form a part of oriental 
s^utation when a visit is 
made. Gen. xliii. H. 1 Sara. 
X. 4. Matt. ii. 11. When 
Saul was recommended tp 
seelc Samuel's aid, he thought 
it utterly improper to speak 
to him, because he had no 
suitable preiBent,but went whea 
he found they had a quarter 
shekel, that is, twelve and $ 
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lltir cents. 1 Sam. ix. 7. 
So small a.present was evi- 
dcDlly inteQded not. for pay, 
but for respect. A flower, or 
an orange, is suificient to sat- 
isfy custom. 

SALVATION, literally 
deliverance. There is no 
salvation but in ,Ghri8t,through 
the mere mercy and free grace 
of God. Christ brings ** great 
salvation" — ^vastly more than 
mere deliverance from de- 
served and impending ruin. 
2 Cor. vii. 10. Eph. i. 13. 
We " work out our salva- 
tion'' when we accept Christ's 
free mercy, and walk by his 
strength in newness of life. 

SAMARIA. 1. The 
country of the Ephraimites, 
or ten tribes. In the New 
Testament, it always signifies 
the territory between Judea 
and Galilee. 

2. The seat of government 
of the ten tribes, who revolted 
from Rehoboam. It was built 
by Omri, a. m. 3080, forty- 
two miles north of Jerusalem. 
After various sieges, &c. 
during several ages, it was 
at last laid in complete ruins, 
by Shalmaneser. Alexander 
the Great -established a col- 
ony of Macedonians there. 
About tlie year 3947, Gabin- 
ius, a Roman governor of 
Syria, improved it ; and sub- 
sequently Herod the Great 
restored it to magnificence, 
and called it Sebaste. For 
several hundreil years .after 
Christ, Samaria continued to 
bean important city. 
19* 



SAMARITAN. When 
Shalmaneser removed many 
of the ten tribes to Babylon, 
he sent in their place Baby- 
lonians : these intermarried 
with the remaining Hebrews, 
and their descendants were 
the Samaritam. Between 
these and the pure Jews there 
was a constant jealousy and 
hatred. John iv. The name 
was used by the Jews as/a 
term of the greatest reproach. 
John vlii. 48. The Samari- 
tans, like the Jews, lived in 
the expectation of Messiah, 
and many of tliem embraced 
hink when he appeared. John 
iv. Acts viii. l,.and ix. 31. 
They formerly had syna* 
gogues at Damascus, Gasa, 
at Grand Cairo, Shechem, 
and Joppa, Askelon and Cses-< 
area. At present, their chief, 
if not only residence, is Nap- 
louie, the ancient Shechem, 
and Jpppa. They perhaps do 
not amount to 300 persons in 
all. They have a high 
priest, who is considered to 
be a descendant of Aaron. 
Though few in number, they 
pretend to great strictness 
in their observation of the 
law of Moses, and consider 
the Jews far less rigid. From 
the letter of their high priest 
to Joseph Scaliger, 210 years 
ago, it appears that they pro- 
fess to believe in God, and in 
his servant Moses, and in the 
holy law, the Mount Gerizim, 
the house of God, and the 
day of vengeance and peace. 
They keep the Sabbath so 
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Mrietly, tkat tbey wOl not 
move oat of their ptaee, ex- 
cept to their lynagogue* The/ 
ahrayi circuBiciM their chil- 
dren on the eighth day after 
their birth. They do not 
narry their own nieces, nor 
allow a plurality of wives. 

SAMOOAf. See Wihds. 

SAMOS, an island of the 
Grecian Archipelago, nine 
miles south-west of the coast 
of Lydia, in Asia Minor. The 
inhabitants chiefly worshipped 
JunOf who was said to have 
been bom there. It is now 
inhabited by Greeks, who 
are very poor, and who, 
though nominally Christians, 
life sunk in ignorance and su- 
pcjrstition. Here Pythagoras 
W9M bom, and here Lycurgut 
died. 

SAMOTHRA'CIA, a 
sm^ island of the iEgean Sea, 
aboii^ 20 miles in circumfer- 
ence. It derived its name 
from having been peopled by 
Samians and Thracians. Its 
present name is Samodraki, 

SAMSON, a judge of Is- 
rael, of the tribe of Dan. Dr. 
G^rke has shown from M. De 
I^aor, that he 4s the origi- 
nal of the fabled Hercules of 
heathen mythology. He judg- 
ed Israel 20 years, and died 
1117 years b. c, aged 40. 
Jud. ziii. zvi. Heb. xi. 32, 33. 

SAMUEL, an eminent 
prophet, bei» at Ramah, in 
the tribe of Ephraim, and 
from his birth dedicated by 
hin mother to God's service. 
1 Sam. iii. 1. He wrote the 



First Book of Samocl, and, m 
is supposed^ those of JudfO0 
and Ruth. 

Two BOOKS of this nanM 
are found in ouf canon ol 
Scripture. The first book 
of Samuel describes the pnoph- 
et's life, and the history of 
Israel under Saul, embracing 
a period of about 80 years. 
The SECOND BOOK of Samu- 
el, written, it is supposed, by 
the prophets Gad and Nathan, 
(1 Chron. zxix. 29,) contains 
the history of David during a 
period of nearly 40 years. 
These books, beside their 
other various important uses, 
serve greatly to explain t^ 
Psalms. 

SANCTIFY, (1.) To set 
apart any person or thing to 
a religious use. Thus the 
priests, the offerings, the 
t^emade, ^, under the 
law were sanctified. Lev, viii. 
10. Thus the Sabbath is 
sanctified or set apart. And 
thus Christ sanctified himself, 
by setting himself apart as ^ 
Sacrifice to God. John xvii. 
19. (2.) To cleanse a sinne;' 
from the pollution and domin- 
ion of sin. This cominences 
at regeneration ; is wrought 
by the Spirit 5 is progressive 
during life 3 makes the Chris- 
tian fit for heaven.; and con- 
stitutes his evidence of adopr 
tion. 1 Cor. vi. U. 2 Tbess. 
ii. 13. 

SANCTUARY, the most 
holy place in the Jewish tem^ 
pie. The. word often means 
the temple iUelf, 2 Chron. z^ 
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9', 1*8. luiii. 17; and some- 
times a place of refiige, Isa. 
▼iii. 14 ; Ezek. xi. 16. 

SANPALS, soles of leather 
or woodi, tied to the feet with 
Jitriogs. As these afforded 
the traveller no protection 
from the dust, it wa^ always 
a necessary act of hospitality 
to have the feet of the guest 
washed before he could re- 
tire to bed. John xiii. 10. 1 
Tim, V. 10. They are still 
worn b several eastern coun- 
tries, by both sexes, and all 
classes ; the value and beauty 
being proportioned to the rank 
of the wearer. They are gen- 
erally put off on going into a 
house or temple. Ex. iii. 5. 
Deut. XXV. 9. To bind and 
loose the sandals, and wash 
the feet, was the business of 
the lowest slaves. Gen. xviii. 
4. Matt. iii. 11. The poor gen- 
erally go b8refoot,aad the rich 
do so as a sign of mourning. 

SAN'HEDRIM, the su- 
preme Jewish court. This 
name, though common among 
theological writers^ does not 
occur in the Bible. See 
Council. 

SAPPHIRE, a pellucid 
Hem, which, in its finest state, 
is inferior in value only to the 
^Uamond. The finest are of a 
jpure blue color, and others are 
of various lighter shades, even 
to perfect whiteness, resem* 
,bling crystal, though of a finer 
lustre. Some are red, and 
go under the name of ruby. 
Such as are reddi8h,and slight- 
4jr 4infMl^ with bhie, are called 



ameiJuftt. It was the Beeond 
stone in the high priest's 
breastplate. 

SARDINE, or Sardils, 
a precious stone, of a reddish 
or bloody color, said to de- 
rive its name firom Bardit, 
where the best were foand. 
The best now come from 
about Bagdad. It was the 
first jewel in the high ptiest's 
breastplate. 

SARDIS, a town at the 
foot of Mount Tmolus, ten 
hours' ride south of Thyatira. 
It was the capital of Lydia, 
celebrated for its opulence 
and debauchery. Here the 
fomous Craenu lived. Ac- 
cording to the Lofd's threat, 
its candlestick has been re- 
moved out of its place. A 
missionary, who visited Sar- 
dis in 1826, found no Christian 
residing on the spot. It is now 
called Sart. 

SAR'DONYX, a gem 
supposed to partake of the 
qualities and appearance of 
the sardine and onyx, of 
which names the word seems 
to be cbm[^unded. Rev. 
xxi. 10. 

SAREPTA. See Zarx- 

PHATH. 

SATAN, the prince of hell. 
The name is Hebrew, and 
means enemy ^ for the devil is 
the enemy €t( God and man. 
Much of man's wickedness 
may be ascribed to him. See 
instances, Gen. iii. Job i. Acts 
V. 3. He is called the god of 
thu%Dorl4, for his power in it. 
Unconverted persons are said 



,y Google 



SAV 



224 



SCA 



(o be under his influence. 
Acts xxvi. 18. Peter is call- 
ed Satan, that is, enemy, be- 
cause he wished his roaster to 
avoid that sufTering to which 
he was appointed. . Matt. xvi. 
23. See Devil. 

SAT'YR, a name given to 
some animal wiiich prowls 
round the ruins of Babylon ; 
probably the ape or baboon. 
Isa. xiii. 21, and xxxiv. H. 
Some of the ancients worship- 
ped it as a god, delineating 
it as. half a man and half a 
goat. 

. SAVE, to preserve from 
danger, or from eternal death ; 
to deliver from the g^ilt or the 
power of sin. Matt. i. 21. Je- 
sus Christ saves his people 
from sin, and from destruc- 
tion 3 and having merited 
their salvation by his death, 
he applieSvthe purchased re- 
demption, by shedding abroad 
the Holy Ghost in their hearts. 
The righteous are "scarcely 
saved," because huge difficul- 
ties lie in their way. We are 
said to be saved by the word 
of God, by faith, by baptism, 
by hope, 6lc. as these each 
form a part of the glorious 
plan of salvation. 

SA' VIOUR, a term applied 
pre-eminently to^ Christ, who 
came '' to save his people from 
their sins." He is therefore 
called Jesus, which signifies 
a Saviour. He is the '' Sa- 
viour of all men," because he 
preserves and delivers them 
from dangers, grants favors, 
and is equally suited to the 



eue of all aimers, Jews «• 
well as Gentile8,and is equally 
held up to them in the gospel, 
as saving all who come unto 
God by him; but he is the 
Saviour « especially of them 
that believe,'* by bestowing 
grace, rescuing from sin and 
misery, and giving eternal 
life. 

SAVOR, the smell or 
taste of any thing. The 
ancient sacrifices were a 
" sweet savor unto ^od r^ 
he accepted of, and delighted 
in them, as typical of the 
obedience and suffering of 
Christ^ Gen. viii. 21. Ezra 
vi. 10. Eph. V. 2. " A savor 
of death" is a noxious odor 
which causes death, and '' a 
savor of life " is a pure 
fragrance contributing to life ■) 
a figure used with great force, 
in relation to the difiereni* 
effects of the gospel.* 2 Cor. 
ii. 16. 

SCALL, a disease incident 
to the hairy parts of the body, 
as the head or beard. It is 
called nethek in Hebrew, in- 
dicating that the hair is plucked 
up. Lev. xiii. 30^-36. 

SCAPE GOAT, a goat 
which, on the great day of 
atonement, was banished into 
the wilderness, after the high 
priest had confessed upon it 
the sins of aU the people. See 
the account, Lev. xvi. 

SCARLET, a color much 
admired and worn in former 
times. It was anciently pro- 
duced from a little worm 
found in warty excreseencet 
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•f a shrub or small tree, called 
4fae kemus oak. The ex- 
crescences, or bladder;S, are 
jahout the size of jauipej ber- 
fies; and are caused by the 
insect. Tournefort saw 
ihe kermes collected in the 
island of Crete, and Bellon 
saw them near Damascus. 
The article is still known in 
commerce in the Levant, 
l^alestine, Persia, .i^c. Ex. 
*xv. 4, &c. . 

SCEPTRE, a staff, or 
wand, signifying j^oyalty. Ps. 
xlv. 6. Rev. xix. 16. Anciently 
kiji;igs were shepherds, and 
hence probably this badge 
took its origin. Es. xix. 11. 
Est. viii. 4. The '' rod of the 
wicked,'' means their power 
and influence. Ps. cxxv. 3. 

SCHOOL, a place of in- 
struction. Each parent, by 
the obvious la# of nature, is 
bound to educate his child 
according to his station. The 
association of a number of 
parents to procure a person 
who shall devote his whole 
mind and time to this subject, 
seems not to have been known 
in the early periods of the 
world. We read of schools 
/(^ the prophets in the days 
of Saul. 1 Sam. xix. 18— -24. 
About the time of Christ, 
eminent doctors delivered 
stated instructions, whiph 
were attended by the studi- 
ous, whether {Priests or others. 
Paul was in this manner edu* 
eated by Oamaliel, the most 
/celebrated rabbi of his time. 
Acts xxii. 3. Each great 



teacher had of jcourse his 
peculiar views. Such as fully 
adopted these, called him 
father or mastery and them- 
selves children. The exhor- 
tation, '' Call no man father 
on earth,'' means Uiatwe are 
not to give ourselves up im- 
plicitly to any great doctrinal 
leader, but examine for our- 
selves. Matt, xxiii. 9. 

SCORPION, a reptUe of 
fatal venom, found in most 
hot countries, and so m^i- 
cious as to be constantly 
striking at every object with- 
in its reach. When put to- 
gether, they iminuediately de- 
stroy each other. In general. 



it does not exceed three or 
four inches in length, though, 
in some hot countries, they 
are said to become eight or tea 
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inches long. Some are yel- 
low, others brown, and some 
black. The sting is in the 
tail. Rev. ix. 10. It has 
eight legs, and four eyes, per- 
haps more. The torment pro- 
duced by their sting is dread- 
ful. Rev. iz. 5. In Africa, 
some grow to the size of a 
very small lobster, which they 
resemble in shape, as is seen 
by the picture. 

ThesoaUi border of Judea, 
and the desert between that 
and Egypt, was much infest- 
ed with scorpions. Deut. viii. 
15. They delight in stony 
places, and in .old ruins. 

Wicked men are called 
scorpions. E^ek. ii. 6. The 
statements of some authors, 
that the only cure for its bite 
is to crush the reptile on the 
wound—that the young ones 
instantly kill their mother, 
&.C., are absurd. The folly 
and cruelty of Rehoboam in 
threatening to rule Israel as 
with scorpions, is very strik- 
ing. What father would give 
his child such a reptile, when 
it " asked of him an egg V 
Luke xi 12. The complete 
security of Christ's followers 
is forcibly seen when he gives 
them power to " tread on 
scorpions'' unharmed. Luke 
X. 19. 

SCOURGE, a whip, a 
lash 5 an instrument of disci- 
pline or punishment. In the 
punishment of the scourge, 
the offender was stripped 
from his shoulders to his 
waiif; and tied by his arms to 



a low pillar, that he migliS 
lean forward for the conve- 
nience of the executioners. 
The law directed them not to 
exceed forty stripes; and the 
Jews, in order to prevent the 
command being broken, al- 
ways limited the number of 
lashes to thirty and nine. 
Deut, XXV. 2,3. When the 
scourge had three lashes, as 
was common, thirteen blows 
made out the " forty stripes, 
save one.'' This was done 
to Paul five times. 2 Cor. 
xi. 24. 

SCRIBE, (1.) A clerk, or 
writer, like our secretary of 
state. 2 Sam. viii. 17. (2.) 
A person skilled in the Jewish 
law, who copied, taught and 
explained the Scriptures. 
Our Saviour classes the 
scribes wKh prophets and 
wise men. The estimation 
in which they were held by 
the people, appears in Matt, 
xvii. 10 ; Mark xii. 35, &c. 
The injury done to true re- 
ligion by the traditions of 
these interpreters' and preach- 
ers of the law, may be gath> 
ered from the severe rebuke 
which Christ ^ve to their 
obtrusive question. Matt. xv. 
2, 3, &c. Our Saviour gave 
various instances of their ir- 
regular and unjust dealings. 
Matt, xxiii. 2, 3, 4, &c. He, 
therefore, on the mount,Wams 
his audience of the dangers 
they were exposed to from 
such teachers. Matt. v. SM). 
They existed as a separate 
class of men as early as the 
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days of Deborah. Most of 
them were of the tribe of Levi. 

SCRIP, a bag or purse. 
According to its size, &c., it 
was used for food or for 
mooey. 1 Sam. xvii. 40. 

SCRIPTURE, that which 
is written. The Old and 
New Testaments, which con- 
tain the whole will of God 
necessary to be known for 
our salvation, are called tlie 
Scripture, or the Writingg, 
the Bible f or the Book, by way 
of eminence, because they 
far extel all other writings. 
Though written by divers 
men at different times, yet 
they all agree, as if written 
by one man. *^ All Scripture 
is given by inspiration of 
Ood," 2 Tim. iii. 16, "and 
is profitable, for doctrine,'' to 
declare and confirm the truth ; 
" for reproof," to convince of 
sin. and confiite errors; "for 
correction," to reform the 
life J and " for instruction in 
righteousness/' that is, to 
teach us to make a further 
progress in the way to heaven, 
or to instruct us in the true 
righteousness revealed, by the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, in 
which we may appear with 
comfort before God. It is 
probable that the apostles 
used the term in reference to 
the Old Testament only. 

Every mark of authenticity 
which we can demand is 
found in the Scripture. Its 
oneqaaHed authority and ma^ 
jcsly of style j depth, purity, 
•ad benevolence of matter 5 



its tendency to glorify God> 
and correct the corrupt incli- 
nations of man $ the obvious 
candor of the writers in re- 
lating their own -weaknesses 
and faults; their amazing, 
harmony, though of very dif- 
ferent stations, ages, charac- 
ters, and circumstances; its 
entire superiority ,as tomorals,^ 
above any thing ever pub- 
lished by man; its abundant 
attestation by vast numbers 
of public and incontestable 
miracles, by important and 
authentic history, and by 
the cheerful martyrdom of a 
multitude of iU witnesses; 
its wonderful preservation 
upon earth ; its amazing suc- 
cess in purifying the most 
dissolute, and restraining the 
most furious of men; iv 
civilizing nations; in com- 
forting, eniigfaiening and en- 
nobling all who receive it; 
the exact fulfilment of its nu- 
merous and circumstantial 
prophecies, &;c. are so many 
infallible proofs that it is in- 
deed the Word of God. 2 
Tim* iii. 16—17. 

SCYTH'IA. No country 
under this name, and embracr 
ing the same territory, now 
exists. It comprehended Tar- 
tary, Asiatic Russia, the Cri- 
mea, Poland, part of Hunga- 
ry, Lithuania, Sweden, Nor- 
way, and the northern parts 
of Germany. Col. iii. 11. 

SEA, a large collection 
of waters. The Hebrews 
applied this term to lakes 
of moderate siae ; and the 
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moderi inhabitaafs of Pal- 
estine 0tiH reUufi the same 
phraseology. 

1. The S£A OF Galilee 
was ancietttly called the Sea 
of Ciimereth, Numb, xzxiv. 
11, or Cinneroth, Josh. zii. 
3 1 nt the trme of the Macca- 
bees, Oenesar, 1 Mace. ti. 
67) asfd in the days of our 
Saviour, the 8ea of Tiberias, 
John vi. 1, from the great 
. city Of that name which stood 
on its banks ; and Gennesareth, 
from the neighboring district 
of the same name, Mark vi. 

63. See OElfKtSARETH. 

ti The Dead Sea \^as 
anciently ealled the Sea of 
the PMn, Dent. iv. 49} the 
Salt Sem, Deut. iri. 17 ; Josh. 
XV. 5; and the I^ast Sea, 
Esek. xtvii. 18 -, Joel ii. 20. 
ByJosephus and other writ- 
ers, it is called LaJteAspfuU- 
Htes, from the bitumen found 
in it. It is about 7d miles 
long, and 18 broad. The 
term Deaid Sect seems to have 
been given to rt from the 
opinion, (erroneous, though 
general,) that no Hying crea- 
ture, eovrid exist in its waters, 
and t&at «vea birds fell dead 
into the waiter in attempting 
lo fly over. Its waters are 
clear, but very salt, and the 
mud of the bottom black and 
fetid. . Wood thrown into it 
is said to become petrified. 
It is sometimes called Sea 
of Sodom, because it oc- 
cupies the site of that place, 
and the other cities of the 
plain Which were destroyed 



for their wickedness in ib4 
days of Lot, viz. Gomorrah; 
Admah, and Zeboim. It is 
said that the ruins of thes« 
cities may now be discerned 
under the water when it if 
low. See DeaI) Sea. 

3. The Great Sea is the' 
Mediterranean, called some- 
times the Hinder Sea, in con* 
tradistinction to the Red Sea, 
)vhich is called the Former 
Sea, Zech. xiv. 8^ because 
Orientals commonly call the 
east be/ore, the we^ bekindf 
the left hand nor^A, and the 
right hand south. The word 
beyoitd, for the same reason, 
means east. The Mediter* 
ranean Sea is about 2000 
miles long, and yaries in 
breadth from 80 to 500 miles, 
beautifully sprinkled with 
islands, and bordered by fer- 
tile and opulept countriies. 
No tides are perceptible in it, 
except in narrow straits. 

4. The Red Sea is that 
arm of the Indian Ocean 
which runs alting the south- 
west side of Arabia, and the 
east of Ethiopia and Egypt, 
to the length of 1200 miles, 
now called the Arabian Gulf, 

< As the Edomites ha.d lon^ the 
property and use of it for 
their shipping, it came to be 
called the Sea of Mdom, 
which the Greeks translated 
into the Red Sea, Edom sig- 
nifying red. Hence origi- 
nated the mistake, that its 
water, or its bottom, was 
reddish. 
SE'AH;a Hebrew meas 
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we, containing about two and 
ahalfgaJlons. 

SEAL, an engrayed stamp ; 
ako the impression made by 
such a stamp. Formerly, 
writings was a trade by itself 3 
and even princes eonld not 
sign their name. Henee the 
use of a seal to authenticate 
documents. The transfer of 
Pharaoh's seal to Joseph, pat 
him in possession of the entire 
royal authority. The same 
was done to Haman. The 
expression, 2 Tim. ii. 19, " the 
ftondation of God standeth 
sure, having this seal, [secu- 
rity,] the Lord ifrunoeih them 
UuU are hiSf" seems to allude 
to a certified instrument. 
John iii. 33. See Book. 

SEARED, burnt off, or 
burnt hard, as flesh is with 
a hot iron. Men have their 
conscience seared, when it 
is so stupified with the load 
of unpardoned guilt, and 
power of inward corruption, 
that it regards nothing, how- 
ever horrid and abominable. 
1 Tim. iv. 2. ' 

SEAT, abode, station. 
<< Moses' seat'' means the 
station of authority, occupied 
by those who interpreted and 
ezpoundecl the word of God. 
Matt, xxiii. 2. 

SECT, a party of persons 
united together under some 
leader, or professing the same 
tenets or opinions. The 
Jews, in the time of our Sa- 
viour, were divided into the 
•ects of PharUeeSf Saddu- 
eeu, MitHneSf Herodians, and 
20 



Zealots, These are described 
under their respective name*, 
except the Essenes, which are 
not expressly mentioned in 
Scripture. 

The EssEirxs were a very 
ancient sect^ spread through 
Syria, Palestine, Egypt, and 
the neighboring countries. 
They seem to have made 
religion to consist chiefly in 
quietness and contemplation ; 
regarding a serene mind as 
the most acceptable offering 
to God. AH agreed, there- 
fore, in avoiding the snares 
of cities and of traffic- Some 
dwelt in villages, pra^etising 
agriculture and the mechanic 
arts ; others, retiring to des- 
erts, gfave tbiemselves Wholly 
to solitude and devotion. 
They set a high value on the 
Old Testament, and addicted 
themselves to its peruseil ; bui 
did not practise any of the 
ceremonies, considering them 
allegorical. They refused to 
take oaths, but were remark- 
able for uprightness and ve- 
racity. Their dress and diet 
were plain and cheap, their 
lives inoffensive, and in doc- 
trinal views, they nearly 
coincided with the Pharisees. 
Slavery, which has always 
been common in the East, 
they regarded as repugnant 
to nature. 

The Therapeutjb, who 
were numerous near Alexan- 
dria, seem to have been a 
branch of this sect, differing 
from them /but little either 
in sentiments or habits. 
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These seeU have gradu- 
ally become extinct; and the 
principal present divisions of 
the Jews are into Rabbinic 
col, who iiold to the multitude 
of traditions and commenta- 
ries ; and Karaites j who ad- 
here to the simple text of the 
Old Testament. Beside these 
there are the sects of Polish 
Jews, which include those of 
Germany and Russia; the 
Spanish Jews, or Sephixrtim, 
which include those of Portu- 
gal 5 and the Italian JeiDS, 
which include all the Levant. 
They keep separate, and have 
different synagogues, even in 
the Holy Land. The Spanish 
Jew considers his party so 
exalted above the others, that 
if any of them marry among 
the other sects, he is excom- 
municated, and his friends go 
in mourning for him, as though 
he were dead* 

SEER, a prophet, so call- 
ed from his foresight of 
the future. 1 Sam. ix. 9. 

SEETHE, to boil any 
thing. Ex. xxiii. 19. The Jew- 
iefa prohibition " thou shalt not 
Seethe a kid in its mother's 
milk,'' is regarded by the Jews 
as a general prohibition of the 
luxury of boiling any flesh in 
milk. Cud WORTH shows an 
additional reason for the pro- 
hibition in the fact that it was 
an idolatrous rite. • 

SE'LA, called by the Jews 
Jokteelf is. probably the ^lace 
called Kerek in Burckhardt^s 
travels. In Greek authors, it 
is called Petra, and was the 



celebrated capital of Arabia 
Petrea. 2 Kings xiv. 7. 

SELAH, a word of doubt- 
ful import. Some suppose it 
to mark the beginning of a 
new paragraph ; others that it 
indicates an elevation of voice. 
It is probably no more than a 
nota bene, calling for particu- 
lar attention. 

SELEU'CIA. There were 
sever^ cities of this name in 
Asia. One in Mesopotamia, 
on the same site, or very 
near to it, is the present city 
of Bagdad. The Scripture 
mentions only that of Syria, 
near the river Orontes, which 
was built by Seleucus Nica- 
nor, the first Syro-Greoian 
monarch. From its proximity 
to Mount Pierius, it is called 
in profane history Pieria. 

SELF-EXAMINATION, 
that indispensable calling of 
ourselves to zecoount, which is 
so expressly commanded in 
the New Tesfament. 2 Cor. 
xiii. 5. It consists in fully 
considering our heart and life, 
comparing them with Scrip- 
ture requirement, and sincere- 
ly desiring perfect rectitude. 
Times of trouble, birth-days, 
communion seasons,&c.,ought 
to be especially improved for 
t^is purpose. 

SELL. The^Hebrews might 
sell themselves or their chil- 
dren, Lev. xxv^ 39 ; Ex. xxi.7 5 
but were not to be treated as 
common slaves. Lev. xxv. 44 
—46. Insolvent debtors and 
their children were sold, 2 
Kings iv. 1 ; Matt, zviii. 26, 
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aft were also thieves not able 
to make restitution, ,Ez.xxii.3. 

SENNACH'ERIB, a king 
of Assyria, successor to Shal- 
maneser. The kings of Judah 
having refused to pay tribute 
to him, he laid waste their 
country. Taking part of his 
army to invade Egypt, he left 
Rabshakeh in the command 
of the army in Judah, whose 
blasphemy and insults we read 
in2KingsxviIi.l9. Hezekiah 
and Isaiah resorted to prayer, 
and an angel destroyediSd^OOO 
ef the Assyrians in one night. 
The remnant of the invaders 
returned to Nineveh, where, 
shortly after, Sennacherib was 
slain by his sons, as we are 
told in 2 Kings xviii. During 
the reign of this monarch, 
^EVECHUS was king of Egypt, 
and Deioces king of Media. 
About this time, also, Romulus 
laid the foundation of Rome. 

SENSE means, (1.) That 
faculty of a dving creature, 
whereby it ^ceives the im- 
pression of material objects ; 
(S.)The impression of an object 
upon the senses ; (3.) Meaning 
or import ; (4. ) Common sense, 
or those general notions aris- 
ing in the minds of men, by 
which tl^ey apprehend or un- 
derstand things alike, or in 
common. 

SENSUAL, belonging to 
the senses Persons addicted 
to animal gratifications, arc 
sensual. James iii. 15. Chris- 
tians are to rise superior to 
any slavery to their body. 1 
Cor. ix . 27. The mortification 



of unreasonable appetites is a 
great part of religion. Rom. 
viii. 13. Col. iii. 6. 

SEPHARVA'IM, or Sk- 
PHARviFES. They seem to 
have originally dwelt north of 
Media, or about Siphora, on 
the River Euphrates. Senna- 
cherib,king of Assyria, ravag- 
ed the country about the days 
of Hezekiah,and after destroy- 
ing great numbers, colonized 
most of the remainder in Ca- 
naan, where they at length 
became a tribe of Samaritans. 

SEP'ULCHRE, a place for 
receiving the dead. Every 
vault, tomb, or grave, may be 
termed a sepulchre. The Jewf 
invariably placed them with* 
out the cities, as they always 
should bo, on account of the 
noxious effluvia rising from 
them. The royal family only 
was buried in Jerusalem. 2 
Chr. xziv. 16. Natural caves 
were often used for interment; 
and in these, thieves and lunap 
tics sometimes resided. Hence 
the grave is called a pU. Ps. 
lxxxviii.3— 12. Okir Saviour's 
sepulchre was " hewn out of a 
rock;" and the door being 
sealed, it was impossible he 
should be stolen without the 
knowledge of the guards. The 
size^f the stone which formed 
the door was itself an ample 
security. It was " a great 
stone," that was generally se- 
lected for this purpose. Matt. 
xxvii. 60. Clarke, in his 
travels in Greece and the Holy 
Land, informs us that " on the 
reputed tomb of Agamemnon 
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k plafoed a stone twenty-seven 
feet in length, seventeen in 
Hreadth, and four feet seven 
inches in thicknes».'' See 
Tomb. 

SERAPHIM, the plural of 
SxRAPH. The word seems 
to be derived from Jlamey and 
to mean Jiery cnui, or those 
who excel in love and zeal. 
Isa. vi . 1—7. It plainly means 
an order of heavenly beings ; 
bnt what is their special rank 
Of employment, we know not. 

SERPENT. . There are 
many kinds of serpents. The 
only remarkable kind men- 
tioned in Scripture is the Jlif 
hig serpentf thought by some 
lo be so called from their swifij 
darting motion. They were 
called fenfj from their color 
and their venom. ^ Isa. xxx. 6. 
Several profane authors men- 
tion serpents found in the East, 
Mith wings like a bat. Herod- 
otus affirms that he saw such 
at the city of Butus, and de- 
scribes them minutely. Bo- 
■CBART quotes many authors 
to prove that they are the same 
jas the hydra of the Greeks 
and Latins. The craft of this 
reptile is often alluded to in 
Scripture. Gen. Hi. 1. Matt, 
jt. 16. 

The serpent was worship- 
iped in Chaldea, Egypt, Rome, 
and other Oriental nations. Es- 
culapius was adored at Epi- 
4aurus,under the form of a seir- 
.pent. See Adder, Incha NT- 
Bits, and Cockatrice. 

SERVANT. TheHebrews 
fcad several kmds of servanU. 



(l.)The slaves for life,wli» 
were strangers, bought or ta- 
ken in war. Lev.xxv.44, &e. 
(2.) Hebrew slaves or bond- 
servants, who could only at 
first be bound six years, and 
then were to be dismissed 
with presents. Slavery was 
common before the deluge; 
and some of the patriarchs, 
as Job and Abraham, appear 
to have owned thousands of 
slaves; but they seem to have 
been treated with great ten- 
derness, and often to have had 
wages, and much confidence 
placed in them. Among the 
Romans, they were often 
branded, for security ; but this 
was forbidden to the Jews. 
The New Testament requires 
servants to be faithful, Matt, 
xxiv. 46 'y Tit. ii. }0 ; and diU- 
gent, 1 Thess. iv. 11. They 
must obey their employers in 
all things, except what is con- 
trary to morality, or beyond 
their power, or not according 
to their engagement. See 
Sell. 

SERVE, to labor, do work 
for, or help a person in any 
employment ; to attend or 
wait upon a person, in order 
to obey and assist "him. To 
serve God, is to obey him, not 
only by worshipping him, as 
required, in spirit and in truth, 
but also by studying to know 
and do his will, on all occa- 
sions, however opposed to our 
depraved inclinations, or at 
variance with our apparent 
temporal interests. 

SEVEN, a number wbicji 
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in Scripture is used sd oilen 
aud so remarkably, as obvi- 
ously to have an especial im- 
port. Gen. viii. xli. &c. The 
term often denote:! a perfect 
or complete number. Job v. 
19. Lev. xzvi. 24. Ps.xii. 6. 
Seven/old, or seven times, 
often only means abundantly, 
completely. Gen. iv. Id, 24. 
Lev. xxvi. 24. Ps. xii. 6. Sev- 
enty times seven is a still 
higher superlative. 

SHALMANESER, a king 
of Assyria, who, succeeding 
Tiglath-PiLezer, began his 
-reign a. m. 3267, and reigned 
14 years. He conquered Is- 
rael when Hoshea was its king, 
and three years aftefrward, 
finding out a negotiation with 
Egypt to set themselves free 
from his yoke, he overrun Is- 
rael with his armies, ravaged 
tiie country, destroyed the 
fenced cities, killed many of 
the inhabitants, captured Sa- 
maria, the metropolis, and 
transported Hoshea and the 
chief citizens to Media and 
other eastern parts of his em- 
pire. 2 Kings xvii. Among 
these vrasTobitf whose history 
is given in the Apocryphal 
book which bears his name. 
At this time Hezekiah reign- 
ed in Judah y and Sabacus in 
Egypt. Thesu'^essorofShal- 
maneser was Sennacherib. 

SHAME^ (1.) Confusion 
arising from conscious guilu 
Gen. ii. 25. Ezra ix. 6. (2.) 
Reproach, ignominy. Ezek. 
fxzvi. 6. Prov. ix. Great 
iQodesty is called shame' 
20* 



facednesSf and is recommend 
ed to women. 1 Tim. ii. 9. 

SHA'RON, a beautiful dif- 
trict near Carmel, along the 
sea coast. Cant. ii. 1. Tlie 
name became proverbial to 
express a place of great ler- 
tility or beauty. Modem trav- 
ellers give the name Shar^m 
to the plain between Ecdippe 
and Ptolemais. 

SHAVE. Shaving the head 
or beard, amon^ the Jew8,was 
a sign of moummg. Isa. xv. S. 
Jer. xli. 5. They preserved 
their beards from their youth, 
with great care, so that to lose 
it was a great humiliation.^ 
2 Sam. X. The Lord'& threat* 
ening to shave Israel with '' a 
hired razor/' means that for- 
eign troops should utteriy 
scrape or despoil the land. 
Isa. vii. 20. Short hair has 
always been considered un- 
becoming in women. . 1 Cor. 
xi. 6. 

SHEBA, or SeBa. There 
were several of this name >— 
(L)The son of Ct<«A,who gave 
the name to a country in Ara- 
bia. Gen. X. 7. Psalm Ixxii. 10. 
(2.) The grandson of Cush. 
Gen. X. 7. (3.) The son of 
Joktan. Gen. X. 29. (4.) The 
grandson of Abraham. Gen. 
XXV. 3. . All these seem to have 
taken up their residence in 
Arabia^ and perhaps moft of 
them in the south part of it. 
One or more of these Shebas 
gave name to the eomiti^ 
whose queen eame to, visit 
Solomon, bringing htm laift 
preseqts of gold, spieM^ wd 
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;]^recioot stones. But whether 
this Sheba was situated in 
Arabia the Happy, or in Abys- 
sinia, is doubtlul. (d.)Theson 
«f Bichri, a Jew, who beaded 
A revolt ia the reign of David. 
2Saai.zx. (6.) The name of a 
famous weU, sometimes called 
Sheba, and sometimes Beer- 
•htba, Geo. xxvi. 33. 

SHECHEM, a vfery an- 
cient city, 35 miles north of 
Jerusalem, which the sons of 
Jacob cruelly ravaged, to re- 
venge the injury done to their 
■sister by its prince. Gen. 
xxziv. Near it was '' Jacob's 
mfA/* John iv. 6, and his pur- 
chased burial place, where 
the .remains of Joseph, Elea- 
WK ^d Joshua were deposit- 
ed. Next to Jerusalem, this 
is, perhaps,,the most interest- 
.ing spot in Palestine. Mount 
Genxim rises near the town 
on the south, and Mount Ebal 
on the north. After the ruin 
of the city of Samaria, She- 
ehem became the metropolis 
.of SamfM-ia, and was called 
Sychar,, Near it oceurved our 
vSaviour's conversation with 
4he Samyuilan woman, which 
resulted in the conversion of 
jm many, of (he cilixens. John 
ir. Matthew Konry observes, 
<' Sfaechsw yielded the first 
pfosel3rt^ to th* church of 
Jirari, (Gen. aiatxiv.^ and it 
wms the firsli pi«ce where the 
mpel' wms preached out of 
lumV * h was enlarged and 
famntified byVespasiaB, about 
foKtyyev»ater€2hrist'8 death, 
Mm k vim bj Imcalltd Neapo- . 



/is, or the New City. It is, at 
this day, a fine town, coo- 
tainmg 10,000 inhabitants, of 
which about 100 are nominal 
Christians. The Samaritans 
are diminished to about 30 
families. The Jews are still 
fewer. In the Samaritan 
synagogue is a famous M. S. 
of the Pentateuch, which they 
suppose to be 3000 years old, 
and an exact copy of it 800 
years old. They were shown 
to Dr. Huntingdon, English 
chaplain at Aleppo, and more 
recently to Mr. Jowett, agent 
of the Bible society. This 
city is now called Naplowe. 
See Samaria. 

SHEEP, a well-known ani- 
mal, of great utility, and famed 
for meekness. In Syria are 
two varieties of sheep— one 
differing little from ours ; the 
other, more common and more 
esteemed, having* a tail of ex- 
traordinary bulk, often weigh- 
ing 12 or Id pounds, and 
sometimes more. It seems to 
consist of a substance between 
fat and marrow, and was com- 
manded to be oQered in sacri- 
fice to God. Lev. iii. 9. The 
wealth of ancient kings, and 
other great men, consisted 
chiefly in flocks and herds, S 
Kings iii. 4; and this is stiH Uie 
casein some Eastern countries, 
especially where the people 
are few, and pastures luxuri- 
ant. Christians are compared 
to ttuepf for their innocence 
and excellence. Christ is " tl|e 
Lamb of Godj^'that is,theeTeat 
atoning sacrific«. John i. tl^ 
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SHEK^EL, a weig^bt among 
the Hebrews ; but its preeise 
lieaviness is not agreed on. 
The common shekel of mon- 
ey was equal to a half dollar. 
The sb^el of the sanctuary 
was possibly double that sum., 

8HEM, the second son of 
Noah, was bom a. m. 1668, 
about 98 years before the del- 
uge. His posterity, of which 
the Jews are a part, peopled 
the greater part of Asia. It is 
thought by some that he was 
the Pluto of the iieathen. 

SHEM'INITH, a stringed 
instrument ; or possibly a spe- 
cies of music ; or a particular 
part of the composition. Ps. 
vi. xii. &c. 

' SHEW, or Show, an ap- 
pearance or pretence; also 
any public sight. 

Christ made a shew of prin- 
cipalities and powers. Col. ii. 
15, when he openly triumphed 
over them on his cross. To 
make a ''fair shew in the 
flesh,'^ is to be hypocritical by 
carefully observing outward 
forms, while reai piety at the 
heart is not sought. Gal.vi. 12. 

SHEW-BREAD Mras that 
which was constantly exhib- 
ited in the temple. Twelve 
loaveft,according to the twelve 
tribes, were every Sabbath 
day put upon the golden ta- 
ble, to be exposed for the 
whole week. This bread was 
forbidden to be eaten by any, 
except the priests ; therefore, 
in the extraordinary case of 
David, nothing but urgent ne- 
cessity could exempt him from 



•in. 1 Sam. zxi. 3^7. MaU. 
xii^4. It served to renuad 
the Hebrews of tlieir depend- 
ence on God for daily sup- 
port, and was an emblem of 
Jesus, who is the bread, of life. 
John vi. 48. 

SHIB'BOLETH, a He- 
brew word, signifying a 
stream of water. It was a 
word which Ephraimites could 
not }ironounce in the manner 
of the men of Gilead, and by 
which 4^,000 were detected 
and slaiit at the Jordan. Jud. 
xii. It .affords a proof of the 
different modes of pronounc- 
ing the same language, 6ven 
in those early days, and of 
the impossibility, of noW set- 
tling, by the massoretic points, 
the true pronunciation of the 
Hebrew tongue. Jud. xii. 5. 

SHIELD, an instrument of 
defence, held on the left arm, 
to ward off blows. In Scrip- 
ture, God is often called tlie 
shield of his people. Princes 
and great men are called 
akUldSf because they ou^ht to 
be the protectors of their peo- 
ple. Ps. xlvii. 9. Faith is 
likewise called the Chris- 
Uan's " shield," Eph. vi. 6. 
because it derives strength 
from Christ for overcoming 
the temptations of Satan. 

SHIGGAFON, a wofd 
found in the title of the sev- 
enth psalm.' It comes from 
a Hebrew word, which signi- 
fies io stray or wander: whenoe 
some conjecture that it de- 
xwtes the sonf to be varioui, 
numtng from^oe land of tuiMi 
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into another, and expressive of 
l^eat anguish of heart. Others 
suppose it to be an instrument 
of music. 

SHI6FONOTH seems to 
be the plural of Shiggaion. 
Hab. iii. 1.' 

SHILO'AH. See Siloam. 

SHILOH; (1.) One of the 
names of Jesus Christ ; the 
g^eat Deliverer ; he that frees 
from the law, sin, and death. 
Gen. xlix. 10. It denotes the 
Redeemer, the author of our 
happiness, and our sole peace- 
maker with God. (2.) A fa- 
mous city of Ephratim, about 
25 miles north of Jerusalem. 
Here Joshua fixed the taber- 
nacle of God ; and here 'it 
continued at least 310 years. 

SHINAR, the same as 
Chaldea ', which see. 

SHIPS. Probably Noah's 
ark was the first vessel of this 
kind ever formed. The tribes 
of Zebulon and Dan appear 
to have early engaged in com- 
merce. Gen. xlix. 13. Jud. v. 
17. Solomon, and after him 
Jehoshaphat, set on foot a 
considerable trade by sea. 1 
Kings X. 22. The Trojans 
were powerful at sea j but the 
Tyrian^ and Sidonians for 
many ages were much more 
so ; and after them, the Car- 
thaginians. The Greeks were 
also in their turns famous by 
sea. Their navigation, how- 
ever, was very imperfect, as, 
even in the time of Paul, ves- 
sels passing from Judea to 
Italy, frequently wintered on 
the way. Acts xxvii. 12^. xxviii. 



11. The vessels were small, 
and generally had oars, as 
well as sails. The compass 
being unknown, they dared 
not go out of sight of land. 
After the Saracens had ruined 
the Grecian commerce, the 
Venetians and Genoese be- 
came great in commerce. 
About 280 years ago, the 
Spaniards and Portuguese 
became the most commercial 
people. Then the Dutch took 
the lead ; but at present, the 
English carry on more busi- 
ness by sea than any other 
nation. 

SHITTAH TREE, the 
same as the Shittim. See 
next article. 

SHITTIM WOOD was 
much used in building the 
tabernacle, and in making 
the sacred utensils, &c.'; but 
it. is not now known exactly 
what kind of a tree it was. 
Most probably it was the 
acanthus, or acacia vera, which 
grows in all the deserts from 
the northern part of Ara- 
bia to the extremity of Ethio- 
pia. It is about the size of a 
mulberry-tree, the bark of a 
grayish black, wood pal^ yel- 
low, and very "bard, branch- 
es thorny, flowers sometimes 
white, but generally yellow, 
and the fruit, which resembles 
a bean,- contained in pods, like 
the lupin. Both the wood and 
the flowers have a very pleas- 
ant smell. From this tree is 
obtained the gum Arabic, by 
making a gash with an axe. 
Its leaves are almost the only 
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food for camels while travel- 
ing in the great deserts. 

SHOE, a defence for the 
foot. Among the Hebrews, 
slaves went barefoot 3 others 
generally had their feet and 
legs covered when they went 
abroad 3 and wom^n of quality 
wore shoes or gaiters of very 
costly texture. Song vii. 1. 
£zek. xvi,, 10. Shops were 
ordinarily of no great value, 
and so a pair 0/ shoes denotes 
a very inconsiderable bribe. 
An^os ii. 6. Soldiers often 
wore/ shoes of iron and brass ; 
and to this day, many people^ 
especially in the East, wear 
iron plates on the heels and 
the fore-sole of their shoes. 
The Hebrews eating of the 
first passover with their shoes 
on, loins girded, and stiiffs in 
their liandf imported that they 
were immediately to begin 
their journey. Ex.xii.ll. Ptd- 
Hngojf shoes imported rever- 
ence, and was done in pres- 
ence of God, or on entering 
the mansion of a superior. 
Ex. iii. 6. Josh. v. 16. Want 
of shoes denoted .mourning, 
debasement, and slavery. 2 
Sam. XV. 30. Ezek. xxiv. 17. 
Isa. XX. 2, 4. The plucking off 
a shoe and giving it to another, 
imported resignation of right 
to him. Ruth iv. 7. To bear, 
or unloose the shoes' 0/ another, 
imports doing for him the 
humblest o^ces. Matt^ ii. 11. 
Luke iii. 16. David cast his 
shoe over Edom, when h^ 
took possession of the coun- 
Iry, and used the people as 



slave?. Ps. Ix. 8. cviii. 9. Set 
Sandals. 

SHRINE, a cabinet or case, 
to hold the effects of sailits, or 
the relics of their bodies ; also 
the tomb or place where pil- 
grims offer up their prayers 
and oblations to the saints. 
Those of Ephesus seem to 
have been small models of 
Diana's temple, with her im- 
age enclosed. Acts xix. 24. 

SHUNEM, a city of Issa- 
char, about five miles south of 
Tabor.. Josh. xix. 18. In a 
great adjacent plain, the Phi- 
listine army encamped, while 
Saul's lay at Gilboa. 1 Sam. 
xxviii. 4. 

SHU'NEMITE, an inhabit- 
ant of Shunem or Shunam. 

SPUSHAN, or Susa, a 
city on the banks of the River 
Ulai, in Persia. It is said to 
have been built by Memnon, 
before the Trojan war. It 
was the winter' residence of 
the Persian kings from the 
time of Cyrus, being sheltered 
by a high ridge of mountains 
from the^ north-east wind ^ but 
in the summer it was so in* 
tensely hot as to be scarcely 
habitable. Here Daniel had 
his vision of the ram and he- 
goat. Dan. viii. 

SHUSHANE'DUTH, a 
musical' instrument, Ps. Ix. 
called also Shoshannih. Ps. 
xlv. Ixix. The word seei^s to 
mean a lUy. It is possible the 
cymbal is meant, as it resem- 
bles that flower. 

SIBMAH, SuEBMAH, or 
Shebam, a city about half • 
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mile from Heshbon. The best 
vines grew about it. Isa. xvi. 
8. It was originally the prop- 
erty of the Moabites, and 
fell within the lot of Reuben. 
Numb, xxxii. 38. JosK. xiii. 19. 

SICHEM. See Sechem. 

SIDON, a great, commer- 
cial city, and the capital of the. 
Phenicians. It was built soon 
after the flood, by Sidon, the 
eldest son of Canaan. Tyre, 
25 miles south of it, was built 
by a colony from this city. 
Both cities lay within the lot 
of Asher ; but that tribe never 
expelled the people. Indeed, 
at one time the Sidonians 
overcame all Israel} and in 
the days of Ahaz they drove a 
great commerce in exporting 
the Jews for slaves. Joel iii. 
4. The gospel was at the first 
proclaimed here, and flourish- 
ing churches continued for 
many ages. After being tost 
and won in the crusades, the 
Saracens finally made them- 
selves masters of it in a. d. 
1289. Some Christians ar^ 
yet found here. It now con- 
tains 16,000 inhabitants, and 
is called S<idde, See TyRE. 

SFHOR, in Josh. xiii. 3, 
means the little river in the 
south of Judea, called Riter 
of Egypt, In Isa. xxiii. 3, and 
Jer. ii. 18, it must mean the 
NiU. 

SILK is not mentioned in 
the Bible except in Ezek. xvi. 
10, 13. The original word 
means to draw out gently; and 
as there is no historical evi- 
dence that silk was known in 



the days of Ezekiel, it might 
be better to translate the word 
veryjine linen ; the threads of 
which are drawn out with' 
great care in spinning. 
. SIL'OAM , a fountain rising 
at the foot of Mount Zion. Its 
waters were received into two 
large pools 3 and what over- 
flowed from the lower one 
{Massed into the Brook Kedron. 
There are, even at this day, 
beautiful gardens and small 
fields watered by it, on its way 
to Kedron. The upper pool 
was sometimes called the 
" King's pool," probably be- 
cause his gardens were water- 
ed from it. From these pools, 
the Jews drew water on the 
last day of the feast of taber- 
nacles, which they brought 
into the city with great signs 
of joy, singing portions of Isa. 
xii. It was poured on and 
around the altar^ with joyful 
acclamations. Near this place 
stood the ^oti>«r of which Christ 
speaks. Luke xiii. 4. 

SILVER IS not mentioned 
as having been in use before 
the flood, nor till the time of 
Abraham '; nor was it coined 
till long after, but was used in 
bars, or ingots. Its ore gen- 
erally contains other metals, 
such as leadj tin, &c., and 
must be often purged to ren- 
der it fine. Ps. xii. 6. The 
fine silver of the ancients was 
found in the mines of Td.rshish. 
Jer. X. 9. Great quantities of 
it were used in the building 
of the temple by Solomon. 1 
Chr. xxix. 4. It is put for all 
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temporal wealth. Hos.iz. 6. 
A nlverting, or "piece of 
silver,-' is the same as a 
shekel. 

■ SIMEON, (l.yTbeseeoQd 
son of Jacob, bom in the year 
2247. (2.) An aged saint 
who embraced the infant 
Jesus. Luke ii. 25—34. It 
is thoug^ht by some learned 
historians he was the great 
rabbi, with- whom Gamaliel, 
Paul's teacher, studied. (3.) 
A Christian minister of Anti- 
och. Acts xiii. 1. 

SIMON Peter, a distin- 
guished disciple of our Lord. 
The Roman Catholics call 
him the prince of apostles, 
though Paul seems mere de- 
serving of such a title. The 
celibacy of the clergy finds 
no example in his case, as we 
know he had a wife. Mark i. 
29,30. 

SIMON, the Cyrenian, is 
thought by some to be the 
same as Niger, the teacher at 
Antioch. M^tt. xxvii. 32. It 
is said that he was afterwards 
the pastor of Bosra, or Bezer, 
and died a cheerful martyr 
for the faith. 

SIJMON Zelgtes, or the 
Canaanite, one of Christ's 
apostles. He was called 
ZtloUs, because he had been 
one of those Galileans, or 
zealous Jews, who refused to 
pay tribute to the Romans. 
The term Canaanite is ap- 
plied to him, not because he 
was a native Canaanite, Iik« 
the woman mentioned Matt. 
zv. 22, for all the apostles 



were Jews ; but either because 
he was born in Cana of Gali* 
lee, or mere probably from 
the Hebrew word Kanaim, 
which is synonymous to the 
Greek word Tfdotes. 

Some suppose that he 
preached the gospel in Egypt, 
Cyrenaiea, Lybia, and Mau- 
ritania, if not also in Britain. 
Others affirm him to have 
been murdered at Lunir, in 
Persia, along with Jude. See 
Zelgtes. ' 

^IMON, the brother or 
cousin of our Saviour, and the 
sonofCleophas. Matt.xnL55. 

SIMON, the Pharisee, was 
he who invited our Saviour 
to an entertainment 3 and 
though he omitted the cus- 
tomary civility of giving him 
water for his feet, took offence 
at his allowing Mary Magda- 
lene to anoint them*. Jesus, 
by the parable of the two 
debtors, convicted him of his 
mistake. Luke vii. 36—50. 

SIMON Magus, or the 
Sorcerer, a very extraor- 
dinary person in Samaria, 
who appeared converted un- 
der Philip. From his attempt 
to buy the gifts and powers 
of the Holy Spirit with money, 
the purchase of pastorships 
and ministerial salaries is 
called Simont^. . Acts viii^ 
18. After his apostasy he 
became, some historians af- 
firm, the founder of a sect, 
who denied Christ to be di- 
vine, paid religious honors to 
angels, and held various licen- 
tious tenets. 
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There were also Biman, a 
taaner, Acts ix. 43; Bimon, 
tlie father of Judas Iscariot, 
John xii. 4, and others. 

SIMPLE, harmless, free 
from deceit. To be ** simple 
eonceming evil/' is to have 
little knowledge of ihe arts 
of the world in committing* it. 
Rom. zvi. 19. The "sim- 
plicity that is in Christ/' is 
either the plain self-consistent 
truth of the gospel, or an un- 
feigned faith in this truth. 2 
Cor. zi. 3. 

SIN, offence against the law 
of God, either by doing what 
it forbids, or neglecting what 
it enjoins. Desiring foibidden 
things, or disliking duties, is 
also sin. It is the cause of all 
the misery in this world, 
and of everlasting wo to the 
finally impenitent. Sins are 
tailed trespa9su, because 
they violate the law. When 
it is said, he that ''com- 
nritteth sin is of the devil,'' 
and is the " servant of sin," 
it means, such is the char- 
acter of those who wilfully 
siir< When it is said, the 
chiMren of God do not sin, 
John viii. 34 ; 1 John iii. 
6, 9 ; V. 18, it means that such 
do not willingly sin. When 
they sin, it is through the 
power of temptation,and gives 
them ^eat grief. ''Thou 
shalt visit thine habitation, 
and not sin," means, we must 
not liv^ in a wicked manner. 
Jobv.H. 

Origival Sin is that bias 
fo evil, in consequence of the 



tm and fall of oar first [ 
whereby our whole nature m 
defiled, and rendered coo 
trary to the nature and lair 
of God. Ps. li. 5. Hence 
the inward part is said to be 
very vaiekedneaa : that is, tta 
heart is enmity against God. 
Ps. V. 9. This is the sin that 
dwells in us, Rom. vii. 17, 
20, and works in us all man- 
ner of concupiscence, Rom. 
vii. 8, 23. 

The Sfir against thb 
Holt Ghost, as it rejects 
and tramples on all his evi- 
dence and convictions, is 
called the ain unto death, be* 
cause, being never pardoned, 
it inevitably ruins men. 1 
John V. 16. The exact na* 
ture of this sin is not easilj 
determined. It seems, how- 
ever, to require loonh spoken 
as well as thoughts indulged. 
Matt. xii. 32. 

What we render siit^ffer- 
ing, is often the same in the 
Hebrew as what we render 
8in, Lev. iv. 3, 25, 29. And 
the priests are said to eat sin ; 
i. e. with pleasure feast on 
sin-offerings. Hos. iv, 8. 
Christ is said to be " made sin, 
that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him }" 
i. e. he had our sins charged 
to his account, and was made 
a sin-offering, 2 Cor. v. 21. 
1 Pet. ii. 24. Isa. liii. 6. 

SIN, the name of several 
places mentioned in the Old 
Testament. 

1. The desert south of 
Judea. Deut. zxxii. 61. 
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% The cltjT YnhVBivvL, m 
Egypt, now extinct. 

3. A country called also 
SiviM; which la probably 
Cfkina. Isa. xUx. 12. 

SINAI, the mountain on 
which Jehovah appeared to 
Moses, and' gave the law. 
The Hebrews came to this 
place in the third month of 
their pilgrimage. The law 
was given, it is thought, just 
fifty days after their exodus 
from Egypt y and hence the 
PenUeost was observed on 
the dOth day after the Pass- 
over. > This mount stands in 
Arabia Petrea, and is called 
by the Arabs Jibbil Mousa, 
or the Mountain of Moses, 
and sometimes El Tor, or the 
Afount It has two summits, 
Horeb and Sinai; which 
last is much the higher, and 
is called the Mount of God. 
The ascent is very steep, and 
is by steps, which the Em- 
press Helena, the mother of 
CoDStantine the Great, caused 
to be cutln the rock. These 
are now so much worn and -de- 
cayed, as to make the ascent 
tedious and difficult. At the 
fop of Sinai, there is an un- 
even and rugged place, suf- 
ficient \o hold 60 persons. 
Here stands a chapel, and 
near to it is a fountain of fresh 
water. At the bottom, in a 
narrow valley, is the convent 
of St. Catharine, enclosed by 
high walls without a door, to 
preserve them from Arab rob-> 
hers. Whoever wishes to 
eoter^te drawn up in ^^d^ 
21 



ket. Mount Sinai, says Ntl» 
BUBR,ha8 numerous beautifo. 
springs, but they are not so 
copious as to unite and form 
streams that last the whole 
year. Various modern trav- 
ellers have ascended to the 
summit of this mount; but 
the Arabs practise upon them 
^reat impositions. 

SI^NCERITY, pureness of 
mind, without double«^dealing. 
The Word i» derived from iae 
Latin aincerus, composed of 
sine, without, and cera, wax j 
or pure hbney. 1 Cor. v. 8. 
The Greek word aXucpiMia, 
translated Hncerityf means an 
evident purity when held up 
in the light of the sun, as we 
would examine water. 2 Cor. 
i. 12. 

SINGING has always been 
a part of divine worship, by 
heathens, Jews, and Chris- 
tians. The gospel not only 
authorizies i| by exeofkfle, 
Matt. xxvi. 30, but expressly _ 
enjoins it. Eph. v. 19. Cot. 
iii. 16. It should be performed 
with an understanding of its 
nature and importance, and 
with spiritual emotions. Fres. 
Edwards observes that, <' as 
it is the command of God, 
that all should sing, so all 
should make a conscience of 
learning to sing, as it is an 
exercise that cannot be de- 
cently performed without 
learning. Those, therefore, 
(where there is no natural in- 
ability,) who neglect to leaxn 
to sing, live in stn, as they 
nef^lecl what is necesaary in 
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order to their attending- one 
of the ordinances of Crod's 
worship." 

Singing was by the early 
Christians usually performed 
in a standing posture. The 
mode of pronunciation was 
clear and intelligible, not 
greatly varying from a reci- 
tative tone. Those modem 
tunes which almost preclude 
intellig^ible enunciation tend 
to defeat the object of the or- 
dinance. The Jewish hymns 
were accompanied with va- 
rious music eJ instroments to 
ass'isl the voices of the Le- 
vites. 

SIS'ERA, a general of the 
Canaanites, under Jabin II. 
Jael invited him into her 
house, and being instigated 
of God to destroy this mur- 
derous idolater and devoted 
Canaanite, she drove a nail 
through his temples. - 

SISTERy a term of con- 
siderable latitude with the 
Hebrews; being applied to 
all very near relations. Matt, 
xii. 50 ; xiii. 66. Sarah, who 
was Abraham's niece, is Uiere- 
fore, truly called his nster. 
Gen. xii. 13, and xx. 12. 

SITH, an obsolete word, 
meaning since, or because. 
Jer. XV. 7. Ezek. xxifv. 6. 

SFVAN, the third month 
of the Jewish sacred yezir. 
See Month. 

SLANDER, the uttering 
of false accusations against 
another. It may -consist in 
surmises or assertions \ in 
imputing bad motives to cor- 



rect actions \ in partial and 
lame accounts of our neigh- 
bor's conduct; in putting 
false constmctions on words 
or conduct } in magnifying 
real faults; m imputing con- 
sequences to our neighbor's 
conduct, which do not, or 
may not follow ; and in any 
way of speaking, which shall 
be designed to injure one's 
fame, safety, or welfare. 
Christians should be ani^ious 
to guard against the very ap- 
pearance of this odious vice. 

SLAVE.See Sell.Servs. 

SLIME was used by the 
builders of Babel instead of* 
mortar. It is called in the 
Septuagint version asphtdtos; 
and is bitumen, or a kind of 
pitch. Great quantities of it 
are still found in the neigh- 
borhood of ancient Babylon. 
Herodotus, Dioscorides, Jas- 
\ n, Vitruvius, Strabo, Dio- 
dorus Sicidus, &c., speak of 
its being used as mortar. 

I'he slime pits of Sidim 
were mud holes or springs, 
out or which issued this liquid 
bitumen, or naphtha. It was 
.used in the process of em- 
balming, and was hence call- 
ed gummi funerum, and 
mumia. See Pitch. 

SLING, oner of the earliest 
weapons invented' by man. 
By long praet^e, wonderful 
skill is attained in the use of 
it, as was the case with the 
Benjamites, who-, ** with either 
hand, could sling stones at a 
hair, and not miss." Judges 
zx. 16. 
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SMITE, a word used in 
Scripture as meaning to kill. 
Thus the Lord smote Nabal. 
To " smite, with the ton^e," 
is to utter reproaches. To 
" smite the thigh," denotes 
amazement or indignation. 
Jer. xxxi. 19. 

SMYRNA, a city of Ionia, 
built by the Amazons, about 
40 miles north of Epbesus. It 
was' famous as early as the 
lime of Homer, whose birth- 
place it claims to be. About 
▲. M. 3400, th6 Lydians de- 
stroyed it ; but it w^as rebuilt 
300 years after. A C^.ristian 
church was planted here very 
early ; the membe'.s of which 
maintained the''^ holy faith 
with such exfyctness, that in 
the divine «»,>istles sent them 
by John, Oiere is no reproof, 
but only praise and direction. 
Rev. ii. S, 9, 10. At the time 
Christianity was introduced 
here, Smyrna was in all !ts 
glory, abounding in wealth, 
works of art, and schools of 
learning. Persecution soon 
raged against the Christians ; 
but after Polycarp and many 
others had laid down their 
lives for Christ, multitudes 
were Converted. It has often 
suffered from earthquakes, 
plague, fires, and war; but 
at present is one of the most 
flourishing places in the Le- 
vant; having a large and 
good harbor, and sustaining 
an active commerce with all 
nations. During th^ late rev- 
olutionary struggle, this city 
suffered dreadfully; but as 



Greece is now free, it may be 
expected to regain its anciont 
prosperity. Before the rev- 
olution, it contained 100,000 
souls, of which abovfe 10,000 
were Christians of the Greek 
church ; 5,000 Armenians ; 
the rest Turks, Jews, &c. 

SNAIL occurs but twice in 
our translation. In Lev. xi. 
30, critics are confident that 
some sort of lizard is intend- 
ed. In Ps. Iviii. 8, the tni6 
snail is certainly meant,though 
the LXX. and Vulgate have 
rendered it wax. 

SNARE, a trap; meta 
phorically, whatever tends to 
entangle us in evil. The 
Lord Jesus is a ''snare,'' 
when, on account of the lowli- 
ness of himself and people, 
men's corrupt propensities 
will not allow them to accept 
the ^spel, and so their guilt 
is increased. Isa. viii. 14. 
God " rains' snares" on men, 
when he punishes them, by 
letting them fall Into the con- 
sequences of their sins. Ps. 
zi. 6. Ez. xii. 13. 

SNOW falls occasionally 
in Palestine, and always in 
flakes as large as a chestnut. 
Hence the expression, <'He 
giveth snow like wool." Ps. 
cxlvii. 17. It was brought 
from Lebanon and sold in the 
hot season, to cool wine, &c., 
as ice is in our cities. Its 
water was considered very 
cleansing. Job ix. 30. 

SOAP, a word which oc- 
curs only Jer. ii. 32, and 
Mai. iii. 2. It seems to roeau 
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•ome eleaDiing heib; prob- 
ably the borith, or saltwort, 
a very common plant in Syria 
and parU adjacent. The na- 
tives bam it, and leach the 
ashes. The water becomes 
impregnated with a stroi^ 
salt, very proper for removing* 
stains from cloth. There is 
also an tmctuous kind of earth 
ealled steatites, or soap-«arth, 
of much esteem in the baths 
of the East for cleansing and 
softening the skin. Harris 
thinks it probable that the 
two mules' burden t>f earth, 
taken by Naaman, were for 
this use. 2 Kings v. 17. The 
bctriUa, as our dealers call it, 
which is brought to this coun- 
try from Spain and the Med- 
iterranean^ is thought to be 
the plant borith, above men- 
tioned. Jer. ii. 22. ' Mai. 
iii.2. 

SOCKET, a kind of mor- 
tise in which the pillars of the 
tabernacle were Hxed. A 
vast number of sockets were 
made, of which one hundred 
were of silver, a talent to 
each. Ex. xxviii. 27; zzvi. 
37 ; xxxviii. 27. The weight 
of these sockets tended to 
make the pillars stand firtfi. 

SODOM, Gomorrah, Ad- 
mah, Zeboim, and Zoar, were 
five cities of the Canaanites. 
In the days of Abraham they 
had each a king. The Dead 
fifea now covers the site of 
these cities. Jude 7. The 
Scripture account of the over- 
throw of these cities is cor- 
roborated by the accounts of 



Strabo, Diodoms Sieufas 
Tacitus, Solinus, &c. 

SOLOMON'S history it 
full of interest, and amply 
given in Scripture. He was 
the author of several books, 
besides those in the Bible, 
viz. 3000 Proverbs, 1005 
Songs, besides works on bot- 
any, natural' history, and 
commerce. 

SONO dF SoLOMOV, a 
subKme mystical allegory, 
representing the reciprocal 
love of Christ and the church. 
In 1 Kings iv. 33, we are in- 
formed that Solomon's Songt 
were a thousand and faoe, of 
which this is supposed to be 
the chief for length and gran- 
deur, or as being inspired, 
and is hence called a Song 
of Songs. 

SOOTHSAYER. See 

SoRCERXR. 

SORCERERS, conjurers, 
or those who undertake to 
disclose secrets, or foretell 
events, by magical or diabol- 
ical power. Acts xiii. 8» 
They claimed the power of 
calling up departed spirits. 1 
Sam. xxviii. 5 of inflicting 
plagues, Ex. viii. 18, fee. 
The datmnation of such as 
addict themselves to the prac- 
tice of sorcery, is often de- 
clared. Isa. xlvii. 9. Rev. 
xxi. 8, and xxii. 15. 

SORROW, inward pain, 
arising from guilt or affliction. 
It is said ** the sorrow of this 
world worketh death;" that 
is, mere distress without re- 
gard to God and looking to 
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him for help, breaks the 
heart, and brings us to the 
jfl^rave. Scripture cautions 
against it. Prov. zxv. 20. 
1 Thess. iv. 18. " Godly sor- 
row" is grief tempered with 
reliance on God. " The sor- 
rows of hell," Ps'i xviii. 6, 
are omental troubles of great 
magnitude. 

SOUL, 1. That spiritual, 
rational, and immortal part or 
substance in man, which dis- 
tinguishes him from the brute 
creajion, and bears some re- 
semblance to its Divine Ma- 
ker } which possesses con- 
jiciousness of its own exist- 
ence, and actuates, directs, 
or disposes in all the relations 
of life. The Scripture as- 
cribes to beasts a sotUf which. 
may be a secondary accep- 
jtation of the word, as having 
the same import with breath 
or respiration, which is the 
general principle of animal 
life. But man alone has an 
immortal soul, possessing the 
knowledge of God, wisdom, 
immortality, the hope of fu- 
ture happiness and of eternal 
life ', and man alone is threat- 
ened witlL the punishment of 
another life, and the pains of 
hell! That the Jews knew 
the immortality of the soul, 
seems evident from Balaam's 
feeling the difference between 
the death of a good and bad 
man, Numb, xxiii. 10;. from 
their believing in apparitions 
of the departed, 1 Sam. Xxviii. 
la— 16; Matt. xiv. 26, &c. ; 
and from the fact that the 
21* 



Sadducees, who denied it, 
were but a sect among them. 
But their ideas on this point 
were vague compared with 
those we derive from the New 
Testament. It is most true 
that by Christ was the truth 
first fully and clearly dis- 
closed. 2 Tim. i. 10. All 
that the heathen knew or 
taught concerning the future 
state of the soul was from 
confused tradition or mere 
poetical fancy. 

2. Soul is sometimes used 
for a human creature, or the 
whole person, both soul dnd 
body. Gen. xii. 5. Numb, 
xi. 6. Acts ii. 41. When 
the soul and spirit are spoken 
of together, spirit probably 
means the temper. 

SPAIN anciently compre- 
hended what is now Portugal, 
i. e. the whole peninsula. In 
the time of the. apostles, it be- 
loiiged to Rome. Paul in- 
tended to visit this country, 
but whether he did so or not, 
is uncertain . Rom. xv. 24—28. 

SPARROW, a very small, 
well known bird. It is gre» 
garious and remarkably live* 
ly; and when lamed, or de« 
sorted by its mate, seems 
quite disconsolate. Ps. cii. 7. 
Sparrows were so cheap al 
Jerusalem, that "five were 
sold for two farthings." Luke 
xii. 6. The care of Divine 
Providence is therefore most 
strikingly depicted when his 
minute attention to them l^ 
declared. Matt. x. 29. Ps. 
civ. 24^1. 
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SPECTACLE, a poblic 
^kmw. The Romans were re- 
markably fond of shows and 
^mes. The theatres for this 
purpose were sometimes very 
splendid } generally roond, 
like our circuses, and with- 
out a roof. One of the com- 
mon exhibitions was to put 
criminals in the arena, and 
let loose wild beasts upon 
them. Hencd the apostle^s 
allusion, Heb. z. 32, S3. 
Perhaps when he says he 
« fought with beasts at'Ephe- 
sos," he means literally that 
he was thus exposed. 1 Cor. 
XV. 32. Those who were not 
condemned to certain death, 
were allowed weapons of de- 
fence. When the company, 
which was always vft'!, had 
enjoyed the horrid sig^V- of 
these contests, in which vHe 
criminal was generally victor, 
then were brought those cap- 
itally condemned, who were 
allowed no weapons, nor 
even raiment; and were 
of course soon destroyed. 
Tp the latter class Paul 
seems to compare ministers, 
when he says they are ** set 
forth last, as it were ap- 
pointed mito death, being 
made a spectacle to the 
world, to angels, and to men.'' 
1 Cor. iv. 9. 

SPICE, any aromatic drug. 
3pice8 were very much used 
by the ancients to season food, 
give flavor to wine, embalm 
the dead, perfume their per- 
sons and beds, and to bum' 
as incense in public worship. 



SPIDER, a 

cruel, and crafty inflect, men- 
tioned but three times in the 
ffible, and each time in alla- 
sion to wicked men. Job 
viii. 14. Isa. lix. 4—7. Prov. 
XXX. 28. The story 6f the 
bite of that species called 
tarantula being only curabfo 
by music, is a ridiculous fable. 

SPIKENARD, a very fra- 
grant species of grass, whidi, 
when trodden upon, fills the 
air with sweetness. The ^ar 
i» about the size of one's fin<- 
ger, and is of a strong smell 
and bitterish taste. The me* 
dicinal properties reside prin-^ 
cipally in the root. The 
ointment made of it is very 
precious, and was a fkvorite' 
perfumo at ancient baths aiid 
feast*-.. ' Mark xiv. 3. It is 
cabled by Hor&ce, ** unguen- 
;am nardi spicatue," and con- 
tained the very essence of 
the plant. A pound of it in 
the days of Christ was worth 
300 denarii, equal to forty 
dollars, a great sum at that 
time. John xii. 3. The best 
spikenard comes from India. 
When cultivated. in gardens, 
it attains to the height of five 
or six feet. 

SPIRIT, an incorporeal 
being, as God, John iv. 24 5 
angels, Heb. i. 14 ', and the 
human soul. Acts vii. 59: 
the Holy Ghost, the third 
person in the adorable Trin- 
ity, Matt. iii. 16; equal in 
power and glory with the 
Father and the Son. 1 John 
V. 7. He inspired the ancient 
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propliftts to foretell future 
isvents, 2 Pet. i. tl 3 aqd be- 
stow^ed 01!^ the apostles mirac- 
utouB gifts. Acts ii. He now 
duickens, illuminates, sancti- 
fies and comforts the people 
of God. John iii. 5. 1 Pet. 
i. % and John xiv. 26. See 
Holt Ghost; 

Discerning 0/ Spirits , which 
was once a miraculous minis- 
terial gift, was the power of 
discovering impostors in the 
ministry. 1 Cor. xii. 10. 1 
Johniv. 1. Rev. ii. 2. 

Quenching th^ Spirit, is 
a metaphorical expression, 
meaning to force as it were, 
by our sins, the Holy Spirit 
to withdraw from us. Or it 
may mean suppressing the 
graces of the Spirit, which are 
compared to light and heat ; 
or, still more probably, the 
gifis of the Spirit are meant. 

Grieving the Spirit may 
be done both by saints and 
sinners, in committing any 
sin, Eph. Jv. 30 j by resisting 
conviction of duty 3 by Hying 
in a lukewarm condition j or 
by abusing his favors, throuf h 
vanity, curiosity, or negli- 
gence. 2 Tim. i. 6. See 
SouL. 

SPIRITUAL, that which 
belongs to soirits. The church 
is a spiritual house: her 
members are renewed in 
spirit; Jesus is her founda- 
tion 3 and his Spirit and g^ace 
connect them with him, and 
with one another. 1 Pet. ii. 
5. Prophets and ministers are 
Cpitiiaal men, because their 



office ties in spiritual exer- 
cises. Hos. ix. 7. God's law 
is spiritual 3 it is a transcript 
of the divine nature. It is 
given by the Holy Ghost, and 
extends its scrutiny and au- 
thority to duties of a spiritual 
nature. Rom. vii. 14. 

We arte required to be 
spiritually minded; that is, 
to* have our joys, eicercises, 
o'bjects and motives spiritual. 
Such as have not this spirit- 
ual mindednes^ are said to be 
^ dead,'' while such as possess 
it have 'Mife and peace." 
Rom. viii. 6 — ^9, 

S P O N G E , a sub-marine 
substance, produced, like cor- 
al, by insects who inhabit it. 
Its innumerable and delicate 
cells make it imbibe water 
easily, and as easily part with 
it under pressure. Matt. 
xxvii. 48. . 

STACTE, a fragrant gum, 
of amber color, supposed to 
distil from the myrrfa-rtree. 
The only difference between 
the stacte and gum myrrh, 
seems to be that tfa^ former 
oozed spontaneously from th^ 
tree, and was perfectly pure, 
while the latter was obtained 
by incision, and was generally 
less excellent. It is men- 
tioned Ex. XXX. 34, only. 

STAR, a bright heavenly 
body, seen in the night. Un- 
der the name star, the Jews 
comprehended all the heaven- 
ly bodies, except the sun and 
moon. We now speak of 
them as distinct from planets. 
Some stars are Jixedf that is. 
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retain the saipe relative dis- 
tance from the stars which 
surroui^d them ; others revolve 
round the sun, viz. planets 
and comets. The naked eye 
can perceive only about 1000. 
The telescope of Mr. Flam- 
stead enabled him to discover 
about 3000. The prodigious 
telescope of Hersehel render- 
ed visible innumerable stars 
which bad before been hidden 
from our knowledge. The 
ancient heathen worshipped 
the SuD; Moon, Mercury, 
Mars, Jupiter, Venus, and 
Saturn, for planets, i. e. wan- 
dering luminaries ; and as our 
fathers worshipped these, they 
^ dedicated the several days 
of the week to them, as the 
names they still bfear indicate. 
But according to the new 
astronomy, the solar ^system 
consists of eleven primary 
planets, Mercury, Venus, the 
Earth, Mars, Vest^, Juno, 
deres, Pallas, Jppiter, Saturn 
and Ilerschel; and eighteen 
secondary planets, of which 
the Earth has one, viz. the 
Moon ; Jupiter has four, Sa- 
turn seven, 2md Hersehel six. 
All these planets move round 
the sun, as well as round their 
own axes 3 and the satellites 
move also round the planets. 
They appeaur luminous by the 
reflection of the rays of the 
sun. The distance of the 
fixed stars from the sun, ren- 
ders it impossible for them to 
be illuminated by the reflec- 
tion of his rays. It is thought 
that maqyofthem are equal 



to our son in magnitude, and 
only appear small bv reason 
of their distance. Tne i^ear- 
est fixed star is Sinus f or tho 
Dog Star, whose distance is 
calculated to be not less than 
400,000 times greater than 
that of the sun ! Some stars 
are calculated to be six hun^ 
dred times farther than Sir- 
ius! Hence it would take 
four thousand years for their 
light to reach us. As, new 
stars have become visible in 
later times, perhaps there are 
some whose' light, since the 
creation, has but now reached 
our earth, though it travels 
thirteen millions of miles in a 
minute. How immense must 
He be, whom the heavens, 
and the heaven of heavens, 
cannot contain ! Who num- 
bers the stars and calls them 
by their names ! Ps. cxlvii. 
4. We have a few of their 
njtmes in Scripture, as Chiun, 
Mazzaroth, Arcturus, Orioiif 
and Pleiades. 

The star which conducted 
the wise men to the infant 
Jesus, was probably a meteor 
whrch moved in the air. Matt, 
ii. Jesus Christ is called tl^^ 
Morning Stor,by a similitude 
borrowed from a star which 
usually rises shortly before 
the sun, as he introduced the 
light of the gospel -day, and 
brought a fuller manifestation 
of the truths of God, than the 
prophets, whose predictions 
are now accomplished. 

By stars are sometimes 
meant the princes and noble) 
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•r a kingdom, Dan. viii. 10 j 
and sometimes pastors or 
ministers of the gospel, who 
oug^t to shine like stars in 
their lives and doctrine. Rev. 
i. 20. The angels are also 
called stars. Job zxxviii. 7. 
In Bcriptnre, an extraordi- 
nary multitude is often ex- 
pressed under the similitode 
of the stars of heaven. 

STAVES, plural of staff; 
A word not bow often used'. 
Markxiv.48. ^ 

STEELE iron combined 
with about one part of carbon 
in about 200 of iron. The word 
occurs very seldom, and prob- 
ably ought to be rendered 
copper. It is in fact so trans- 
lated Job xxviii. 2, and xl. 18, 
as weH as hi various other 
places. 

STEWARD, one who niao- 
ages the affairs of another, and 
is accountable io him for the 
proper discharge of the duties 
of his office. The ministers 
of Jesus Christ are ** stewards 
of the mysteries of God," be- 
ing intrusted with the man- 
agement of God's people, and 
the distribution of their spir- 
itual food. 1 Cor. iv. 1. 1 
Pet. iv. 10. Indeed, all man- 
kind are stewards under God, 
and must give an account to 
him of all the talents .with 
which they have been intrust- 
ed. We should therefore at- 
tend seriously to our impor- 
tant charge, and siand pre- 
pared for our Lord's appear- 
ance. Matt. XXV. Tit. i. 7. 

STOCKS, an instrument 



of punishment. The effuidar 
sits on a block, with his lega 
extended, and fastened be- 
tween planks, which have 
openings to receive the aaUes. 
Acts xvi. 24. 

STOICS, a sect of hea- 
then philosophers, founded by 
Zeito of Cyprus, so called 
from his teaching in the 8toa, 
or porch, at Athens. Ror 
garding pain, poverty, be- 
reavement, &c., as only 
imaginary evils, and the 'grat- 
ifications of life as onjy imagi- 
nary pleasures, they tried to 
preserve a cool iddiffereriee 
under all circumstances. Paul 
argued with them when in 
Athens. Acts xvii. 18. Some 
of Zeno's opinions owe their 
degree of truth to his knowl- 
edge of the Old Testament, 
and some he gathered from 
the writings of Socrates and 
Plato. One of his favorite 
sayings was, that ** men, hav* 
ing two ears, should hear 
much ;.and one mouth, should 
speak little.'' 

STONE, a hatd body, 
formed of some species of 
earth, &c. A white stone is 
prouiised t6 the • victorious 
Christian, Rev. ii. 17, proba- 
bly in allusion to the custom 
of giving sucfb a token to the 
victors at the Grecian games, 
by which they -Were entitled 
to public honors and to public 
maintenance. See Rac£. 

STONING, the punlslh- 
ment generally appointeld ia 
the law of Moses for capital 
offences . One of the wi messes 
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first threw the culprit on 
the ground. Then another 
cast upon his breast a g^eat 
stone, kept fo; the purpose at 
the place of execution. Then, 
if he were not dead, the mul- 
titude present stoned him 
ajso. Paul was stoned at Lys- 
tra,. and left for dead by the 
mob; but as his brethren 
stood round him lamenting, 
he rose up and returned into 
the city. Acts xiv. 19. 

A'*' comer stone," or chief 
stone, might be, as Calmet 
says, either in' the foundation, 
at an angle of the building, or 
at the top of the wall. It 
could, therefore, either be 
stumbled upon, or could fall 
on a man, which explains 
Matt. xxi. 42. See also 1 
Pet. ii. 6. Deut. xyii. 5n-^7. 

STORK, a bird about the 
size of a goose; but as it ob- 
tains its food by wading ui 
the mud, and not by swim* 
ming, it has very long legs, 
and a neck in proportion. It is a 
bird of passage, Jer. viii. 7, and 
frequented the region round 
Cand and Nazardh in great 
flocks, which the inhabitants 
did not molest, chiefly because 
they ate uj> injurious insects 
and reptiles. Such being its 
chosen food, may furnish the 
reason why it was not to be 
eaten by the Israelites. Lev. 
^i. 19. It is remarkable for 
its love 'to its parents. Bo- 
chart and ScHsucHZER 
have collected many testimo- 
nies to this fact from the an- 
cients. Its very name, in the 



Hebrew language, signifies 
mercy or piety. In Holland, 
and elsewhere in Europe, 
where this bird is common, it 
builds its nest in high towers, 
or on the tops of houses. But 
in Palestine, and such hot 
countries, where the roofs are 
flat, and frequented by the 
people of the house, the stork 
builds its nest in lofty trees. 
Ps. civ. 17. 

STRANGLE, to kill by 
suffocation, or without shed- 
ding the blood. It is forbid- 
den Christians to eat animals 
killed in this way. Acts xv. 
20—26. 

STRAW, or more properly 
strew; to scatter, or spread 
abroad. Matt. xxv. 24. 

STUBBLE, the stalks left 
in a field of grain which has 
been reaped. Stubble is of 
little vahie -, of no strength or 
force ) is easily scattered by 
the wind; and easily burnt. 
Job xiii. 25 ; xli. 29 ; xxi. 18. 
Joel ii. 5; To it wicked men 
are compared. Ps. Ixxxiii. 
14. Isa. xl. 24. Mai. iv. 1. 
False doctrines are as stub- 
ble, of no worth ; of no force 
to convince or comfort men's 
consciences, and cannot abide 
the trial of God's word. 1 
Cor. iii. 12. 

SUCCOTH means tents. 
There were two places of this 
name. (1.) In Egypt, where 
the Hebrews first set up their 
tents. Ex. xii. 37, (2.) A 
city east of Jordan, and south 
of the Sea of Galilee, where 
Jacob set up his tents or 
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mtceothj as he, came from 
t*adaaaram. Gen. xxxiii. 17. 
It seems probable that in the 
valley near it, Hiram cast the 
«arge utensiJs for the temple. 
Psjz. 6. 1 Kings vii. 46. 

SUMMER, the warm sea- 
son of the year. Gen. viii. 
22. In countries north of the 
equinoctial line it begins in 
June, and ends in September. 
South of the equinoc^tial, it 
begins in December, and ends 
in March. Seasons of pros-, 
perity, and of opportunities 
of sadvation, are called sum- 
mer. Prov. ^. 6* Zech. xiv. 8. 

SUN, the great source of 
light and heat ; brought into 
existence on the fourth day 
of creation. The diameter 
of the sun is about 800,000 
miles. His distance from our 
earth is ninety-fiYe millions 
of miles ; so that light, which 
flies at the inconceivable 
swiftness of two hundred 
thousand mUes in a second f 
requires eight minutes to 
reach our earth ! A cannon 
ball shot thence, and moving 
with unabated swiftness, viz. 
(according to Durham,) a 
mile in. eight and a half sec- 
onds, would take about thirty, 
years to reach our earth! 
The spots which often appear 
on the sun have never been 
satisfactorily accounted for. 
Herschbl thought them to 
arise from chasms in the sun's 
uimosphere, caused tempora- 
rily, by the ascent of gases. 
Three miraculous events are 
''elated of the sun. It stood 



still at the command of Joshua. 
Chap. X. 12. It returned back 
in the time of King Heze- 
kiah. 2 Kings xx. 11. It 
was involved in darkness, at 
the time of our Saviour's cru- 
cifixion, though the moon waf 
then at the full, which proves 
it was not an ordinary eclipse. 
Matt, xxvii. 45. Multitudes, 
from the brightness and use- 
fulness of the sun, have wor- 
shipped it) under the charac- 
ters of Baalf Chemoshf Mo^ 
lochf PhoBbuSf &c. Even the 
Jews at times worshipped this 
luminary, and Josiah had to 
take away the horses, and 
bum the chariots, consecrated 
to the sun. 2 Kings xxiii. 11. 
After his dearth, we again find 
the Jews worshipping the 
sun. Ezek. viii. 16. 

" From the rising to the 
setting of the sun," imports 
the whole world over. Ps. 
cxiii. 3. " Before the sun,'' or 
** in the face of the sun," im- 
ports the most darmg, public, 
and open manner. Jer. viii. 
2. Numb. XXV. 4. To con- 
tinue while the '^ sun and moon 
endure," is to hast very long, 
or forever. Ps. Ixxit. 6, 17. 
Christ is called the " Sun of 
Righteousness," as he en- 
lightens, quickens, and com- 
forts his people. " A woman 
clothed with the sun," and 
having the moon, under her 
feet, signifies the church, 
cjotbed with the righteous- 
ness of Christ, and rishig 
superior to worldly things. 
Rev. xii. 1. 
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SUPERSCRIPTION, that 
which U written on the top or 
outside of aiiy thing. Matt 
xzii. 20. It was the custom 
of the Romsins to write on a 
lablet or board the crime for 
which an> man suffered death. 
This tablet tbejr carried before 
the offender to the place of 
execution, and fastened it 
over his bead, that all might 
read bis transgression, and 
beware of violating the laws 
of their country. Hence tlie 
superscription writteu over 
the head of Jesus Christ, as 
recorded by all the evange- 
lists. Matt. xKvii. 37. 

SUPERSTITION, foolish 
fears, or extravagant fancies ; 
mistaken devotion in divine 
worship ; the performance ef 
aneemmaaded rites ; and ex- 
tm^agant dependence on such 
as ara of divine institutioa^ 
a servile and slavish mode of 
serving Gad ; or too much 
ceremony in religion, without 
due regard being paid to the 
attainment of i«ward holiness.- 
Those are superstitious who 
are alarmed at tha howl of a 
dog, the spiUiag.of salt, are 
afraid of ghosts, witches, &c. 
A proper regard to the divine 
govefnmeQt would assure us 
of our perfect safety from all 
evil, so long as we trusted in 
God and obeyed him. When 
Paul tells the Athenians, he 
perceived '' they were too 
superstitious,'' he did not use 
a word which conveyed to 
them any reproach. This 
would have been contrary to 



his usual courtesy awftaet. 
He in fact said, " I perceive 
you are greatly adcfieted to 
religious observances,'' a most 
graceful and ingenious in- 
troduction to his powerful 
discourse. 

SUPPER was an important 
Bseal with the ancients. Mark 
vi. 21. Luke xiv. li— Si. 
John xii. 2. Rev. xix. 9 — It^ 

After eating the Passover, 
our Saviour instituted thai 
solemn ordinance which is 
called the LortPa Supper. 1 
Cor. xi. 20. In this rite we 
spiritually feed upon Christ 
the living bread. Rom. iiir 
20. 1 Cor. xi. It is called 
the C9mmunicn becaose we 
therein commune both witl^ 
Chrbt and oor brethren. It 
is not a sacrifice, as the Ro- 
man Catholics' regard it, but 
a eommemoratum. It is to be 
observed till the end of the* 
world. 1 Cor. xi.26. None' 
are to partake, but sach a» 
have been baptized and maim> 
tain a credible profession of 
religion. 

SURETY, one who be- 
comes bound for another. 
Sins are called debtSy Matt, 
vi. 12, and Jesus Christ is 
called the Surety. Heb. vii. 
22. Christ fulfilled the law 
by the holiness of his life, and 
underwent the penalty whea 
he offered up himself a sacri- 
fice to satisfy divine justice. 
The Scripture forbids sureti- 
skipf or engagement for the 
payment of another person'^ 
debt. Prov. xi. 15} xxii. 9i 
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SWALLOW, a small bird, 
,&early blacky wfaich migrates 
. lo warmer countries every 
winter ; but returns, oAen to 
the very jiest occupied before^ 
wiiich it constructs generally 
under the eaves of houses, in 
chimneys, &c. tt seems some 
had their nests round the 
ceilings of .the temple. Ps. 
iauudv. 3. In countries not 
very cold, swallows often 
venture to remain during 
winter* and fixing themselves 
in caves or clefts of moun* 
taios, or secluded buildings, 
become torpid. But it is not 
true, that they conceal them- 
selves under water, or in 
marshesi 

SWAW. The Hebrew 
word so rendered is very 
ambiguous, and is translated, 
Lev. xi. 30, moie. The Sep- 
tuagint renders it iJbis ; and 
pARKHURST considers it to be 
the goosey because the word 
imports breathing in a strong 
manner, or hissing, as the 
goose is "known to do. It 
occurs Lev. xi. 18, and Deut. 
xiv. 16., 

SWEAR, to make a sol- 
emn appeal to Almighty God, 
desiring his mercy and pro- 
tection no otherwise than as 
the mat^ei" or thing affirmed is 
true or false j— to declare, 
promise, or give evidence 
upon oaih. We ought never 
to swear but upon very ur- 
gent i.ecessi ty . Our Saviour, 
who came into the world not 
to destroy the law, bat to All- 
22r 



til ■ it, forbade all profiine 
oaths, Matt. v. 34. But he 
is not generally thought by 
learned men to have foibidden 
solemn swearing in a court of 
justice. On the contrary, 
his answering, when adjured 
by the high priest,, may be 
considered in the light of an 
oath. See Oath. 

SWIJNE, the plural of hog. 
It was not only unclean by 
the Levitical law, but by the 
strict Jews was regarded as 
impure and detestable in the 
highest degree^ They would 
not so much as pronounce its 
name, but called it the strange 
thing. Among the charges 
of gross sins, mentioned by 
Isaiah, the eating of swine's 
ilesh is specified. Is. Ixv. 4. 
Tlie herds of swiue kept in 
the country of the Gergesenes, 
were probably intended to 
supply idolaters with food and 
victims, bat was a violation 
of the law of Moses. Msett. 
viii. 30-^2. Thfi sottish 
slavery of persons devoted to 
sensuedity, and their con* 
temptuous rejection of re- 
proof, is slrikingly indicated 
by their' being compared to 
' swine trampling pearls under 
their feet. Matt. vi. 6. 

SYCAMINE. Critics do 
not agree whether or not this 
is the same tree as the syca- 
more. Much learning has 
been displayed by Hilxer 
and Celsius to prove it to 
be the fiwrtu or mulberry-tree. 
It occurs Luke xvii. 6, only. 
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SYCAMORE, a tree which 
iwrtakes of the properties both 
of the fig and mulberry. The 
Egyptians seem to be more 
foiKi of its fruit than any other 
people. It is always green, and 
IS said to produce seven crops 
a year. The tree abounded in 
Palestine. 1 Kings x. 27. 

We find in 1 Chr. xxvii.28, 
that the Jews highly prized it. 
ll attains a great size, three 
men soraetioies not being able 
to grasp one. The fruit is 
wboai tlie size of a fig, and is 
•Aen called by thai name, 
though not equal in flavor to 
the real fig. Jt is remarkable 
tliat the fruit does not grow 
en the brandies and twigs, 
but on lite trunk of the tree, 
attached by sprigs like grape 
stalks. The wood, though of 
coarse grain, is remarkable 
for durability . Mummy chests 
of it were found in the cata- 
combs l^y SuAvv, and had re- 
mained sound for 3/)00 years. 

SYENE, once an impor- 
tant city in the south of Egypt. 
Ezek. XMX. 10. It is now 
called Atsotirir 

SYNAGOGUE, an as- 
sembly among the Jew» for 
religious worship. The place 
where they met t6 pray, to 
read, and to hear the reading 
of the Holy Scriptures, and 
other instructions ', and where, 
by sermons and exhortations 
delivered to them, by proph- 
ets formerly', and aflerwards 
by ^e doctors or teachers, 
the people were kept in the 
Iwowledgc of God and his 



laws. They began to bm 
used about the time of EzM^ 
and were very nsefiil in keep- 
ing up a knowledge of God 
among the people. Tbeie 
was a council or assembly of 
reverend and wise persons, 
versed in the law, who bad 
the cafe of all things beloiig«- 
ing to the service of the-syit- 
agogue, and the managemem 
of certain judicial afiain. 
Over these was set a presiw 
dent, called the " ruler of the 
synagogue.''. Lake viii. 4L 
As there was but one tempkf, 
and to this a resort was re* 
quired but thrice a year, wad 
then by males only, socli « 
mode of keeping the SabbaA 
became indispensable. Soon 
after the captivity, the Jewt 
had great numbers of syna- 
gogues, which increased tiH 
there were about 480 of them 
in Jerusalem. Every tnuUiig 
fraternity had their syna^ 
gogue} and compaui^ of 
strangers, as Alcacandrians, 
Cyrenians, and others, had 
theirs for public prayer, and 
for reading the Scriptures. 
Our Saviour and bis apostles 
found the synagogpies very 
convenient places for pro- 
claiming the good news from 
heaven. Luke iv. 20. 

There are in the United 
States Jive synagogues, vis. 
in Newport, New York^ PhiK 
adelphiaji Richmond, and 
Charleston. The congrega- 
tions in each are small. 

SYRACUSE, a famous 
city, called ako Sarago$9«^ 
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«n the south-east of Sicily^ 
SS miles in circumference^ 
It was founded a. m. 3269, 
and was once the largest and 
richest city of the Greeks. 
ArehimedeSf with astonishing 
inventions, defended the place 
from the Romans ; but it was 
taken,Vnd he was slain, about 
B. c. 208. The Saraceps 
seized it A. d. 675 j but in 
1090 it was taken from them 
hy Roger, Duke of Apulia. 
iiere Paul tarried three days, 
as he went prisoner to Rome. 
CJhristianity was early planted 
here, and still continues, at 
leaat in name. The city has 
wholly lost its ahcient splen- < 
dor. Acts xxviii. 12. 

SYRIA, or Aram. The 
Syrians descended from 
Aram, and possessed Meso- 
potamia, Ghaldea, and part 
of Armenia. But Syria. Pro- 
per had the Mediterranean 
Sea on the westj Cilicia on 
the north, the Euphrates on 
the east, and Canaan and part 
of Arabia the Desert on the 
•outh. Its good soil and no- 
ble rivers Euphrates , Orontes, 
Ccuaimeref Adonis j Barrady, 
ice. rmidered it a delightful 
country. It was divided into 
raripus provinces, w^icb de- 
rived their names from their 
•ttuation and circumstance. 

C(XLO-SrRiA included the 
valley between the ridges of 
Libanus and Anti-Libanus. 
The Word often occurs in the 



books of Maccabees, and sig* 
nifies Syria the HoU&w, 

Stria of Damascus was 
■ a section stretching eastward 
along Mount Libanus, of 
which Damascus was the 
capital. Its limits varied ac- 
cording as its princes were 
more or less powerful. 1 Chr. 
xviii. $. Isa,.vii. 8. 

Stria of Rehob was 
that part of which Rehob 
was the metropolis. 2 Sam. 
X. 6. It bordered Palestine, 
and was given to Asher. 
Josh. six. 28. 

Stria of Maachah lay 
beyond Jordan towards Leb- 
anon, and was given to Ma- 
nasseh. 2 Sam. x. 6. Deut. 
iii. 14. It is called Ahdbetk 
Maacah, 2 Kings xv. 29. 

ToB^ or IsHTOB, was a' 
province of Syria, in the 
neighborhood of Libanus. 
Jud. xi. 3, 5. 

Stria^ without any other 
appellation, stands for the 
whole kingdom of Syria ; of 
Mrhich Antioch became the 
capital, aAer the reign of the 
Selcucidoe, before which the 
name is seldom used alone. 

SYRO-PHCENICIA was 
either that part of Phoenicia 
bordering on Syria, or per- 
haps the whole of Phoenicia, 
which by conquest had been 
united to Syria. l*he people 
were originally Canaanites. 
Gen. X. 15. Mark vii. 26. 
Matt. XV. 22—28. 
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TABERNACLE, (I.) A 
lent, or temporary building, 
made to be carried from place 
to place. (2.) That particular 
tent in which the Israelites 
performed their religious ex- 
ercises, while in the wilder- 
ipess. It was called, '' the 
Tabernacle of the Congrega- 



tion." Ex. zzziii. 7. H^wm, 
till the boildbg of the temple, 
was kept the ark of the eove» 
nant, which was a sjmbol of 
God's gracious presence witk 
the Jewish church. Ex. xxvi. 
]. Heb. ix. ?, 3. It was 45 
feet long and 15 wide. A good 
idea of the tabernacle, of its 
division into two parts, its pil- 
lars, boards, curtains and mode 
of erection, maj be obtained 
from the following picture.. 



Some men on ladders are sus- 
pending the curtains, while 
part of the boards and cover- 
mg are lying by the side. A 
curtain divided it into two 
apartments, the eastern one, 
called' the Most Holy PldcCf 
being 15 feet square. Within 
the Holy Place stood the altar 
of incense, the candlestick, 
and the table of shew-bread. 
Within tlje Holy of Holiet 



was the ark of the covenant, 
with its mercy-seat, and over, 
shadowing cherubims, be. 
tween which rested the sheki- 
nah, or visible glory. See Ark. 

It was a splendid and cost- 
ly structure ; but having be^ 
removed oAen, it became en? 
tirely worn out by the time 
Solomon's temple was ready. 

It stood in a court 150 feei 
hang and 7$ wide, enclosed by 
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ourtains 8 feet high, sustained 
by 66 pillars. Within this 
area stood the tabernacle, at 
the west end, and the altar of 
bamt-offering, brazen laver, 
&.C. ; as seen in the folloinring 
picture. 



The tabernacle was a type 
of Christ's human nature, 
wherein God dwells personal* 
ly. Hcb. viii. 2. ix. 11. The 
natural body is the tabemaclie 
of the soul. 2Cor. V. 1. 8 
Pet. i. 1 3. The " tepts of Ju 



dah,'' are such Jews as dwelt 
in unfortified cities. Zech. xii. 
7. The church's '' lent was 
enlarged;" and '' her curtains 
stretched out," her '< cords 
lengthened," and her '^stakes 
strengthened," when the Gen- 
tiles were converted to Christ, 
and her gospel state establish- 
ed, Isa. liv. 2 ; and are to be 
still more wondrously so in 
the millennium. " The taber- 
nacle of God is with men," 
when they enjoy, his eminent 
fellowphip. and favor. Rev. 
xxi. 3. The church and her 
true members are like "the 
tents of Kedar3" their out- 
ward appearance is mean and 
22* 



despicable, and their condition 
in this world very unsettled. 
Song i. 5. 

Feast of TabemacUi. See 
Feast. 

TABLE. The Jewish table 
mostly in use, yras probably 
that now common in the East, 
viz. a circular piece of leather 
spread on the floor, on which 
the food is laid, while those 
who partake sit round with 
their legs crossed. Amonj 
those in high life, each guetl 
had his separate table aii4 
mess. See cut under Khz AD* 

INO TROUOltf. 

When the Jews returned 
from captivity, they broufiil 



,y Google 



TAB 



2S6 



TAL 



vilb them Uie more reiaed 
Paniui method of eAling^, 
whieh was to have a table 
Uke ours, only shaped like a 
horse shoei or three sides of a 
itquare. Against these vere 
placed^Dotchairs^bot couches, 
with their end to the table. 
The body reclined, propped 
by the left arm. The open 
space in the centre enabled 
the servants to perform their 
duty. Such a postui« ena- 
bled Mary to come behind 
Christ to wash and auinnt his 
feet. dee the engr^vingf 
whence a true idea may be 
formed of this ancient mode 
of eating. 

TABOR, (1.) A conical 
mountain in Galilee. Josh, 
xix. 12, 22. It is about two 
piiles high, and on the top is 
a beautiful plain about a mile 
in circumference, and enclos- 
ed by trees, except towards 
the south. From the top is 
one of the most delightful pros- 
pects in the werldh On the 
aorth-v^estis seen the Mediter- 
ranean 'y west and south is 
the noble plain of Esdraelon ; 
south and east is Galilee, 
and north-east stretches away 
Ihe beautiftil Sea of Tiberias, 
famed for many miracles. On 
this mount, Barak assembled 
his army, and at the foot of 
it, defeated the host of Jabin. 
ludg. iv. 6, 8. It is thought 
by some, that here our Saviour 
was transfigured. (2.) The 
name of a city given by the 
Zebulonites to the Levites of 
Merari'ff favwly, 1 Chr. vi.77; 



and' of a place neat Betbei, 
1 Sam. X. 3. 

TABRET. SeeTiMBBXi^ 

TACHES, loops or elaspa, 
by which the cartaias of th^ 
tabernacle were buttoned. £«. 
xxvi. 6. 

TADMOR, a noble city in 
the north 6f Canaan. Its im- 
mediate vicinity was exceed- 
ingly fertile, though at a little 
distance all was a sandy des- 
ert. It was probably built by 
Solomon, to facilitate his com- 
merce with the East. It sub- 
mitted to Roma A. d. 130^ 
About 150 years afterward, 
the Saracens took it. Here 
Hved Longinus. It is now 
famous, but only for its ruins. 
About 30 poor families con- 
stitute its population. Thje 
modern name of the town H. 
Palmyra. 

TAHAP'ANES, the same 
as Tehaph'enes, a large city 
in the north of Egypt. caUe<l 
by Herodotus the Pebuaic 
Daphne. Jer.ii.l6. Ezek.xxx:.. 
18. Hither many Jews emi- 
grated afler the ruin of Uieix 
country, and took. Jeremiala 
with them. Jer. xliii. 7-^9. 

TALENT, a Jewish coi» 
or weight. Money of specific 
current vajue was not knowQ 
in early times j.biit gold and 
silver were weighed out whe^ 
purchases were made. Gen.- 
xxiii. 16, and xxxvii. 28. J«r. 
xxxii. 10. The Jews did not 
begin to coin money till about 
ISO years before Christ. It is 
not clear what was the exact 
value of the talent. Thai ol 
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silvi^r was probably some- 
where near l;dOO dollars, and 
that of ^ojd about 26;000. 
Whatever gifts or opportuni- 
ties God gives to men for their 
usefulness, are called talenta. 
To some he gives these in 
greater, and to others in less 
proportion; but all ought to 
improve what they receive 5 
for of all will a strict account 
be exacted. Matt. xxv. Luke 
xix. When ourSaviourspeaks, 
in a parable, of the obligations 
we owe to. God, and those 
which men owe to each other, 
he calls the first ten thousand 
talents, cmd the last a hundred 
pepce 'y strikingly teaching us 
how small are our offences 
towards each other, compared 
with those we commit against 
God ! Matt, xviii. 24—28. 

TALMUD. See Tradi- 
tion. 

TAMMUZ, or Thammuz, 
an Egyptian deity, thought 
by some to be Apis^ or Sera' 
pis, or Osiris, (three names 
for the same god,) and by oth- 
ers to be Adonis, whose un- 
timely death was Honored by 
an annual mourning. Ezek. 
viii. 14. 

The lOlh month of the Jew- 
ish civil year also bore this 
name. Jer. xxxix. 2. 

TA'NACH, city of, lay 
beyond Jordan, in the half 
tribe of Manasseh. Josh. zii. 
21. 

TAPESTRY,cloth wrought 
into figures in the loom, or 
with the needle. It was used 
in the East, as early as t^e 



time of Solomon. Tbeeniw* 
ders seem to have introdneed 
the art of making it into Eu- 
rope' about 600 years ago. 
The En^ish and Flemish first 
distingmshed themselves - in 
making it. Its figures war* 
frequently formed with threa«k 
of gold. Prov. vii. 16. It 
was used to cover beds and 
to ornament rooms, but is now 
become unfashionable. A 
species is still made in the 
royal Gobelin tapestry factorj^ 
at Paris, which is not less 
beautiful and accurate than 
the most exquisite paintings, 
but is enormously expensive. 

TAPTUAH, (L) The 
same as Entappuah, in the 
south of Ephraim. Josh. xvii. 
7, 8. (2. ) A city of the same 
name, in the canton of Judab. 
Josh. XV. 34. 

TARES, a weed injuri'oos 
to grain, both by occupying 
space, and by the seed being 
unwhojesoriie. In this eoun- 
tiy, the wheat fan gets out the 
tare see.d ; but the ancient fan 
could not. [See Fait.] .On 
this account, they pulled up 
the tares, or separated them 
before threshing, when the 
best flour was to be made. 
Mr. FisK found on the |daiiis 
round Ephesus some Greek 
men and women, employed in 
the fields of grain, pulling op 
tares. Hatt. ziii. 28. This 
practice is now costomaiy 
in England, and elsewhere. 
Tt-avellers in Syria have seee 
the reapers separate the tares 
from the wheat as they pro* 
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ejbededy and bind them in sep- 
a;ra«« bundles. See Matt. xiii. 
30. Sometimes a sieve is used. 
Thus Satan desired to sift Pe- 
ter as wheat. Luke xxii. 31. 

TARSHISH, or Taesus. 
TTiero appear to have been 
several places callf^d by this 
namC; viz. 

' 1: Tarsus in Ciheia,wHich 
was the capital of that coun- 
try, aad stood on the river 
Cydkus, about six miles from 
the sea, built, Strabo says, 
by Sardanapalus, the Icings of 
Assyria. It is said to have 
ofioe excelled even Athens 
and Alexandria in learning ; 
th€(se cities, and even Rome 
itself, being indebted to it for 
their best professors. Julius 
Cesar, and afterward Octa- 
vias, delighted to honor it, 
JBtnd granted its citizens the 
same privileges as those of 
Rome ', and hence Paul was 
here " free bom." To evince 
their gratitude, the inhabitants 
called their ciiy'Juliopolis, or 
the city 6( Julius. This city 
;at present is of no importance 3 
but Christianity, planted herie 
by Paul, has nev^r been whol- 
ly eradicated. Its present 
name is Traaaa. 

2. The name seems to be 
applied fo Spain. ^ Ps. Ixxii. 
10. 

S. A place on the east of 
Africa, not far from Ophir. 
1 Kings X. 22. 

4. Carthage. Isa. xxiii. 6. 

TEIL-TREE, the same as 
the linden'. Its leaf resembles 
iattr^l, and its flower that of 



the olive. The word occufi 
only Isa. vi. 13. The original 
word is every where else ren- 
dered oak.' 

TE'KEL. a Chaldee word, 
signifying, Thou art weighed. 
See Upharsin. 

TEKO'A, a city of Judah, 
twelve miles south-east of Je- 
rusalem, Around it was an 
extensive wilderness, or pas- 
ture land, and forest. Amos, 
the prophet, kept a herd here, 
before his call to the ministry. 
Amos i. 1. 

TEL'ABIB, a city or 
district between the rivers 
Chebar and Saocoras. Ezck. 
iii. 15. 

TEMAN, a grandson of 
Esau, from whom descended 
the TeTnanites. Job'w.l. The 
land of Edom is so called. Jer. 
xlix. 20. Amos i. 12. 

TEMPERANCE, modera- 
tion 3 that command over our- 
selves, which enables us to 
abstain from excessive eatings, 
drinking, or any other enjoy- 
ment. It is opposed to every 
excess by which the mentaj 
faculties are beclouded, or the 
moral habits rendered un- 
chaste. Luke xxi. 34. Phil. iv. 
5. Inteinperance in the use 
of ardent spirits had become 
awfully prevalent in this coun- 
try, and threatened entire ruin, 
till vast numbers of good men, 
alarmed at the approaching 
crisis, rose to check the 
spreading evil. Associations 
were formed, newspapers es- 
tablished, agents employed, 
tracts circulated, addresses 
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delivered, &e.; and by the 
blessing of God, the growth 
of the evil is not only checked, 
but a good measure of reform 
produced. It is the parpose 
of those who began to sound 
the alarm, not to cease till 
such liquors are only used as 
a medicinCf according to thie 
Scriptures. Prov. xxxi. 6. 

TEMPLE. The word is 
sometimes applied to the tab- 
ernacle, 1 Sam. i. 9 ; Ps. xviii. 
6 ; and sometimes the temple 
itself is called tabernacle, 2 
Chron. L 5. But the word is 
chiefly applied to the house 
built at Jerusalem for the wor- 
ship of God. The prepara- 
tions for this temple were im- 
mense. David and his princes 
contrib^ted 108,0()0 talents of 
gold } 1,017,000 talents of sil- 
ver, which together amounted 
to 46,000 tons weight of gold 
and silver, or the value of 
more than 4,000 millions of 
dollars ! About 184,600 men 
were employed seven years 
in building it. It wzis erected 
on Mount Moriah ; and was 
dedicated with solemn prayer 
by Solomon, during seven 
days of sacred .feasting, and 
by a peace-offerrag of 20,000 
oxen and 120,000 sheep, to 
consume which, the holy fire 
came down anew from heaven. 

It remained in its glory only 
about 34 years, when Shisljak 
carried off all its treasures. 1 
Kipgs xiv. 25, 26. Jehoiada 
and Joash repaired it about 
A. u. 3150. Soon afler Joash 
gave its treasures to Hazael, 



kingofSyiiB. 2 Kings xn. 4^ 
5. Abaz stripped it to eom 
pktely, to hire the assistanee 
of Assyria, that it was for a 
long time entirely shut up. 2 
Chr. xxviii. Hezekiah repair- 
ed it, and made such resets 
for it as it wanted ; but in the 
14th year of his reign, was 
obliged to take from it much 
of its wealth, to give to Sen- 
nacherib. 2 Kings xviii. Ma- 
nasseh idolatrously reared al- 
tars to the host of heaven in 
the sacred eoorts, but after- 
wards restored the true wor- 
ship of God. Josiahyhis grand- 
son, further purged the temple, 
and replaced £e ark of God 
in it 2Kingsxxi. zxii. About 
A. M. 3398, Nebaehadnesur 
carried the sacred vessels to 
Babylon, and at last, aboat 
A. M. 3416, entirely demolished 
it. Jer. Hi. 12-^33. 

About A. M. 8469, Cyras 
ordered it to be rebuilt, whieh 
was done under the direction 
of Zerubbabel. It want^ed, 
however, as the Jews say, five 
things which were the chief 
glory of the former $ viz. the 
Arkf and its fiimiture, the 
Sluehinahj or the cloud of the 
divine presence, the Holyjirt, 
the Uritn and Thummimf and 
th^ Spirit of prophecy. Es. 
i. iii. vi. About A. m. 3837, 
Antiochus Epiphanes profan- 
ed -it, and stopped the dailj 
sacrifice $ but, about three 
years after, Judas Maeeabeus 
purified and repaired it, aiid 
restored divine worship. 

This second temple |i«Tlllf 
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itood more than 500 yean, 
Bod being ^eatly. out of re- 
pair, Herod Uie Great, about 
A. M. 3987, began to build it 
anew. In 9 years he finished 
the principal parts of it ; but 
46 years after, when our Sa- 
viour had begun his public 
ministry, it was not quite fin- 
ished ; indeed, till the begin- 
ning of their ruinous wars, 
they still added to its build- 
ings. It was thus made far 
more complete and beautiful 
than that of Zerubbab^, and 
was one of the most astonish- 
ing structures in the world, 
for magnitude and magnifi- 
cence. Though almost a new 
edifice, it retained the name 
of Second Temple, It was 
more glorious than the origi- 
nal temple^ Hag. ij. 9, because 
honored .with the presence 
and ministry of Christ. It 
was burnt and entirely de- 
stroyed by the Roman army 
tmder Titus. A Mahometan 
motque now stai^ds on the 
very spot. Into this no Jew or 
Christian dare venture on pain 
of death, or of redeeming his 
life by becoming a disciple of 
Islamisra. 

The Court of the Gew- 
TILES, the exterior court of 
the temple, into which Gen- 
tiles were admitted, was the 
largest, by far, of all tlie courts 
of the temple. From this place 
our Saviour drove out the sell- 
ers of cattle, which had been 
improperly brought here. 

The Codkt of the Wo- 
MXN was not exclusively for 
23 



the resort of women ; but was 
so called because they could 
go no farther, %xcept, that 
when they brought a sacrifice^ 
they proceeded to 

The Co0rt of Israel, a 
space .mpre interior, where 
priests were always admitted, 
and common men on very 
particular occasions. 

The size and splendor of 
Solomoh^s temple gave rise to 
great magnificence in tho^e 
which were afterward erected 
to heathen gods. The vast 
size of the temple of Dagon 
may be judged from the cir- 
cumstance of 3,000 persons 
being 6n the flat roof. Some 
conception of the extent and 
grandeur of Diana's temple 
may be obtained from what 
we have said under Ephesus. 
As a specimen of modern 
heathen temples, an engrav- 
ing, on page 263, represents 
that of Juggernaut at Orissa in 
Bengal, the size of which may 
be judged of by the men and 
women in and near the doors. 

Pagodas are different from . 
temples, inasmuch as they 
are not generally hollow, and 
used in the interior for pur- 
poses of worship, but solid 
masses of brick and mortar, 
intended chiefly as monu- 
ments to the honor of the dei- 
ty j the worship being per- 
formed outside. The cut on 
page 264 exhibits a pagoda 
near Rangoon in Burmi^ j of 
which also the size maybe in> 
ferred from the sice of the men 
delineated at the base. 
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TEBIPTATION; (I.) The 
•ct of enticing to a crime, 
(t.) The state of being tried. 
(3.) Any thing offered to the 
mind, as a motive to ill. It 
signifies those means inrhich 
are made use of by the devil 
to ensnare mankind, and draw 
them from their duty. Matt. 
vi. 13; xxvi. 41. Luke xi. 4. 
God is said to tempt or try men 
by those afflictions which exer- 
cise, prove and confirm the 
graces of his people. Gen. 
xxii. 1. They should there- 
fore be borne by Christians 
without murmuring, that they 
may be patterns of obedience. 
James i. 2, 12. Men tempt 
Oodf when they unseasonably 
and irreverently require proofs 
of his presence, power, and 
goodness, Ex. xvii. 2, 7; 
when they expose themselves 
to danger, from which they> 
cannot escape without his 
Hiiraculous interposition,Matt. 
IT. 7 ; and when they sin'with 
great boldness, as if 4o try 
whether God would punish 
them. Mai. iii. 15. AcU v. 9. 

We may conclude an evil 
thought to be a temptation 
of Satan, and not the fruit of 
oar own minds, first, when 
it is contrary to our general 
character ; secondly, when it is 
opposite to our present frame 
of mind, and seems to come 
suddenly) thirdly, when it is 
umiatural, or cooixB^y to rea- 
son} fourthly, when.it is de- 
tested and opposed from the 
noment of the suggestion. 

TENT, a portable, car-. 



tained abode, invented hy 
Jubal, before the flood. Bfaa 
kind, for many centttries, 
lived in tents 3 as those do to 
this day, whose pastoral or 
migratory habits cause fre- 
quent removals. The word 
tent is synonymous with iaS» 
emacle. 

TENTH-DEAL, the tenth 
part of an ephah j that is, an 
omerf or nearly five pints. 

TERAH, the son of Na- 
hor, was bom a. m. 1878 3 
and at the 130th year of liis 
life, had Abram bom to him. 
He and his family were idol- 
aters ; but it would seem that 
the call, of Abraham was 
blessed to his conversion. It 
is certain, that Terah enu- 
grated with Abraham to 
Haran, and died there. Gen. 
xi. 24— -32. Josh. xxiv. 2, 14. 

TERAPHIM, images or 
household gods. Some think 
they were talismans, to pre- 
serve from evil. Eastern na- 
tions have for many ages been 
.addicted to such charms. 
The Persians call them teU' 
phin, a name not dissimilar to 
teraphim. They were some- 
times consulted for oracles. 
Zech. X. 2. 

TESTAMENT, the will of 
a testator. Gal. iii. 15. Heb. 
ix. 16, 17. The Greek word 
so translated in the New Tes- 
tament, is that by which the 
LXX.. have uniformly trans- 
lated the Hebrew word for 
covenant. The Old Scrip- 
tures are called the Old Tes* 
tameat, or Covenant, or Dit. 
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p^nsatioo. 2 Cor. iil. 14. 
^e dispeasatiou of the cov- 
enant of grace, as contained 
in the writing^s of the evang^e- 
lists and apostles, is called the 
New Testament. It is last in 
order, and shall n^ver be 
abolished. Though it agree 
with the Old Testament, it is 
far more clear, spiritual, effi- 
cacious, and easy. Heb. \x. 
15. Acts XV. 10. 

TESTIMONY, proof, wit- 
ness, or declaration. The 
loM is God's testimony, Ps. 
cxix. &;c. ; which Israel bound 
themselves to obey. See 

WiTHESS. 

TE'TRARCH, a Roman 
magistrate, who governed the 
fourth part of a kingdom. 

THAM'MUZ, or Am'muz, 
an idol thought to be the 
same as that worshipped by 
the Greeks under the name 
of Osiris, and by the Ara- 
bians under the name of 
Adonis. Prostitution, and 
other abominable practices, 
formed parts of his v^orship. 

THANKSGIVING, grate- 
ful acknowledgment of bene- 
fits. It implies, (1.) A real 
sense of value in the things 
received j (2.) A reception 
of them with complacency; 
(3.) A cheerful avowal of the 
obligation conferred 3 (4.) 
Grateful love to the Bei^tow- 
er; and (5.) Hearty desires 
to compensate or honor him 
who blesses us. Phil. iv. 6. 
1 Tim. ii. 1. Christians 
greatly err m not making it 
» more important part of their 



daily devotions. Phil. iv. 6L 
1 Tim. ii. 3. 

THEBEZ, a city of 
Ephraim, half a mile from 
Shechem. Jud. ix. 50. 

THESSALONIANS, the 
title of two Epistles written to 
the church at Thessalonica. 

The First Epistlx is 
generally admitted to have 
been the earliest written of all 
Paul*s letters. He enjoined 
it to be re^ to all the adja- 
cent churches. Chap. v. 27. 
His object seems to have 
been^ to eonlirm them in the 
faith, and to excite their piety. 
The Second Epistlb, 
written soon after the first, 
commends their faith and 
cheurity, rectifies their mistake 
in supposing that the day of 
judgment was athand, admon- 
ishes them of certain irregu- 
larities in their church, &;c» 

Beside the marks of gen- 
uineness and authority which 
this Epistle has in common 
with the rest, Hornk re- 
marks, " it has one peculiar 
to itself, in the exact repre- 
sentation it contains of the 
papal power, under the char- 
acters of the * Man of Sin,' 
and the * Mystery of Iniquity.' 
For considering how directly 
opposite the principles here 
described, ch. ii., were to the 
genius of Christianity, it mast 
have appeared at that time 
highly improbable, that they 
should ever have prevailed 
in the Christian church ; and 
consequently a prediction like 
this, which answers so ex 
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actly in every particular to 
the event^ must prove that its 
author wrote under divine 
influence.'' 

THESSALONFCA, the 
capita] of Macedonia. It was 
anciently called HaliSf and 
Thermae; but Philip, the 
father of Alexander the Great, 
caUed it Thessalonicaf to 
commemorate his victory 
over the Thessalians. About 
A. D. 5% Paul, Silas and 
Timothy planted a church 
here. It was at this time a 
city of great commerce and 
wealth, and abounded with 
Jews. The Saracens took it 
about A. D. 800; and after 
various other revolutions, it 
fell under the power of Tur- 
key. It is at this time one of 
the chief ports of modern 
Greece, containing before the 
late revolution 60,000 inhab- 
itants, of which 12,000 were 
Jews. Its present name is 
Saloniky, 

THEU'DAS; a false Mes- 
siah, whose followers, amount- 
ing to 400 persons, were dis- 
persed. Acts V. 36. Jo- 
sephus mentions one of the 
same name, who rose 40 years 
later, and was followed by 
several thousands, many of 
whom were slain. 

. THIRST, a sensation, the 
intensity of which, to travel- 
lers in Eastern countries, we 
can scarcely conceive. . We 
should think of this when we 
read such passages as Ps. 
jdui. 2. Matt.' v. 6. 

THISTLE; a general 



name for thorny, 
plants. They form part of 
the curse pronounced mEden, 
and should constantly remind 
us of our fall in Adam. 

THOMAS, or Didtmus, 
one of the apostles. Matt. x. 
3. He staid several years at 
Jerusalem, after the Pente- 
cost; and then went, it is 
said, to preach among the 
Parthians, Medes, Hyrcani- 
ans^ and fiactrians. He suf- 
fered martyrdom in Melia- 
poor, in the East Indies, 
where, three hundred yeairs 
ago, the Portuguese diseoT- 
ered Christians, who ealled 
themselves by his name. 

THORNS, prickly shrobs 
of various kinds, larger than 
thistles. Hasselquist found a 
thorny vine, common round 
Jerusalem, which; was proba^ ' 
bly the plant used in crown- 
ing our Saviour. It is supple, 
having a beautiful deep-green 
leaf, resembling the ivy,which 
was commonly used for gar- 
lands. The pictures which 
represent this, crown as of 
mere thorns are erroneous. 

THREE TAVERNS, a 
place about 10 miles from 
Appii Forum, on the road to 
Rome. Here the most of the 
friends of Paul waited for 
him, while a few went on to 
meet him. Acts xxviii. 16. 

THRESHING-FLOOR. 
A very good idea of this im- 
portant part of a Jewish farm 
may be got from the picture. 
It was prepared in the open 
field, as it is at this day in our 
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Southern States, by trampling 
and rolling a sufficient spot 
of groand; generally on some 
gentle eminence for the sake 
of the wind. The lees of oil 
were mixed up with the clay, 
which rendered it impervious 
to water. Here the smaller 



kinds were beaten out with ^ 
long staff, or flail $ the larger 
kinds with oxen or honet. 
These drew a set of rollers, 
over which was constructed 
a seat for the driver of the 
team. Isa. xxviii. 27. The 
figure marked A, shows the 



'Tn 



bottom and rollers. The other, 
marked B, exhibits a side view. 
The passage Isa. xli. ld,which, 
to the common reader, is non- 
fense, becomes finely illustra- 
tive, when we remember that 
straw was purposely cut for 
manure, and that in this case 
the rollers had sharp teeth. 
These large implements form- 
ed sufficient wood for a burtit- 
offering,which our flails would 
not do. See I Chr, xvi. 23. 
23* 



To separate the chaflT and 
grain, the fan was used. (See 
Fan.) The grain was cleared 
of heavier substances, such as 
lumps of dirt, by meana of 
the sieve. To depict the dire 
ruin of the wic)ced, it is said, 
'' they shall be as chafi" driven 
with the whirlwind out of the 
floor." O why will not sin-, 
ners consider their dreadful 
and inevitable doom except 
they repent and turn tQ Qpq ! 
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Ho9. xiii. 3. Job xzi. 18. 
The church is likened to a 
threshing-floor; for here Christ 
^thers his glorious harvest, 
«Qd here he will thoroug^y 
eleanse it. Matt. iii. 12. 

THRONE, the seat of a 
monarch. Being always 
higher than a chair, it needed 
a footstool, where, in token 
of reverence, applicants bow- 
•ed themselves. Ps. xcix. 5. 
■Solomon's throne was raised* 
six steps, and was of solid 
gold and ivory. The word is 
used to denote kingly author- 
ity, Oen. xli. 40 ; and hence 
angels are called thrones, 
in Col. i. 16. 

THYATFRA is situated 
between Sardis and Perga- 
mos, near a branch of the 
Caicus, in the centre of an 
extensive plain. . At the dis- 
tance of four or five miles, a 
belt of mountains surrounds 
it. It was once famous for 
its purple dye. Acts xvi. 14. 
There are now about 1,000 
houses in the place, but poor. 
The streets are very narrow 
and dirty. Its modem name 
is Ak Hisar. 

THY'INE, the same as 
the thya tree. It resembles 
the cedar, is aromatic and 
evergreen. It rises with a 
strong trunk to the height of 
30 feet or more, the branches 
projecting horizontally, and 
at right angles with each 
other. The wood is hard, and 
admits a fine polish, on which 
account the heathen make 
gods of it. f)rom this tree is 



obtained the gum tandme. 
Rev. xviii. 12. 
TIBERIAS, SxA OF. See 

OXNNESARETH. 

TIBERIAS, a city of Gal- 
ilee, built by Agrippa, and 
so named in honor of the em- 
peror Tiberius. Heoxsip- 
PDS says it was the same be 
Cinnereth. In the time of 
the Jewish wars, this city, then 
the capital of Galilee, was 
bravely defended by Josephus 
the historian ; but being taken 
by Vespasian, it was almost 
demolished. It was, how- 
ever, a place of considerable 
note, for many, ages after. 
After the destructicm of Jeru- 
salem it flourished greatly, 
having thirteen synagogues 
and a famous academy, over 
which a succession of Jewish 
doctors presided, till the fourth 
century. Here was held the 
last session of the Sanhedrim, 
and here the Talmud was col- 
lected. It is still a decent town, 
and around it are extensive 
ruins indicative of its former 
.^xtient and grandeur. Thirty or 
forty families of Greek Cath- 
olics reside here. The present 
name of this town is Tabaria, 

TIBERIUS. Cesar Au- 
gustus, having married Livia, 
Tiberius's mother, adopted 
him as his heir. In the be- 
ginning of his reign, Tiberius 
behaved with moderation ; 
but afterwards became peev- 
ish, cruel and oppressive. 
About the 13th year of his 
reign he made Pilate governor 
of Jttdea. In the 16th year^ 
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John Baptist bcg^an to preach. 
Luke iii. 1. Soon aher, he 
took from the Jews the power 
of putting criminals to death. 
It is said; that, hearing of the 
miracles of our Saviour, he 
was earnest to have him en- 
rolled amon^ the Roman dei- 
ties, but was hindered by the 
senate. He so favored the 
Christians as .to threaten 
death to such as molested 
them on account of their re- 
ligion. See C^SAR^ 

TIGLATH-PILE'ZEK, a 
king of Assyria, who was 
called upon by Ahaz, king 
of Judah, for help against 
Pekab, king of Israel, and 
Rezin, king of Damascus. 
1 Kings xi. He died b. c. 
729, and was succeeded by 
Shalraanezer. 

TILE, an eartheti plate,. 
used to cover, roofs. What 
is rendered tiling j in the jiar- 
raUve of the sick man, Luke 
V. 19, is by some considered 
to. mean the poles, stretched 
across the opening of the in- 
ner court, to sustain the awn- 
ing ', and by others the balus^ 
trade, round the opening. 
What the men remov-ed in 
order to bring the paralytic 
to Christ, must certainly have 
been something that did not 
damage the building. 

TIMBREL, an instrument 
of music, v^ry like our tam- 
bourine,, consisting of a brass 
iioop, over which was stretch- 
ed a parchment. It was held 
in the left hand, and struck 
with the right ; and was play- 



ed on ^hile dancing, on oe* 
casions of great joy. Ex 
XV. 20. It is sometimes 
called tcJnret, 

TIME, the measure of du- 
ration; the season to dt> a 
thing. To redeem time, is to 
be doubly diligent in duty on 
account of former negligence. 
Time is redeemed by avoid- 
ing excessive sleep, useless 
recreations, indolent habits, 
formal visits, trifling reading, 
vain conversatibn, and offi- 
cious employments. ITie last 
iimes, mean gospel times, 
which are under the last dis- 
pensations of gKace, and n^ar 
the en4 of the world. The 
fulness of time, means the 
time when every thing is pre- 
pared for an event. Gal. iv. 4. 
See Watch. 

TIM'NATH, a city called 
also TiUNAEL, and Tim- 
i7ATHATH,.which stood about 
six miles from AduUam, in the 
tribe of Dan. It reihai^ied a 
considerable village 400 years 
after Christ. 

TIMOTHY, or TiMOTHB- 
us, was a native of Lystra. 
His father was a Greek, but 
his grandmother and mother, 
being pious Jewish women, 
trained him up in the knowl- 
edge of the Scriptures, Acts 
xvi. 1. His bodily constitu- 
tion was weak, but his gifts 
and graces were eminent. 

The Two Epistlks to 
Timothy were written by 
Paul from Rome„ not long 
before his death. In these 
he is instructed in the choice 
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of officers for the charch, io 
the proper deportment of a 
Christian minister; in the 
method of church govern- 
ment and discipline, the im- 
portance of steadfastness in 
Christian doctrine, the perils 
and seductions that should 
come, &c. 

TIN, a white metal, of 
little elasticity, lighter than 
almost any other metal, and 
so ductile as to be capable 
of being beaten out into 
leaves as thin as paper. It 
is procured in Germany, 
Saxony, England, South 
America, and the East Indies. 
It seems to have been known 
and used very early, being 
mentioned Numb. xxxi. 22, 
and by Homer in the Iliad. 
Its ores frequentl(]r occur in 
granite. JHn toarCf as it is 
called, is really sheet iron 
ware^ washed with tin, to 
prevent rust. In Isa. i. 25, 
the word is improperly pot 
for drosSf or that which is 
separated by smelting. 

TIPH'SAH, an important 
city on the Euphrates, which 
constituted the extreme north- 
em boundary of Solomon's 
kingdom. It .is called in his- 
tory 7%ipsacii8. 

TIRE, an ornament for a 
head-dress, or possibly the 
head-dress itself. The Tar- 
gum and Talmud, as well as 
Rabbi Jarchi, interpret the 
word in Ezek. xxiv. 7, of the 
phyiacUrie8f or frontlets, worn 
on the forehead. The " round 
tires like the moon," men- 



tioned Isa. ill. 18, were uedt* 
laces, such as were found 
upon the necks of the Midian- 
ite kings, and even oa their 
camels. Jud. viii. 21, 26. In 
the latter text the same He- 
brew word is called ekams, 
which is here called UrtM. 

TIR'HAKAH, a king of 
Cush ; called in profane his- 
tory, JViearchon. 2 Kings 
xix. 9. 

TIR'SHATHA, a tide of 
honor bestowed on Neh&miah, 
thought to be equivalent to 
commissioner. £z. ii. 63. 
Neh. X. 1. 

TIRZAH, (literaUy pUtu-^ 
amtj) a very beautiful citj 
belonging to the tribe of 
Ephraim. 1 Kings xiv. 17. 

TITHES mean txvths. 
The early practice of giving 
a tenth of income to religious 
purposes, seems to have been 
by divine institution. Abram 
gave to Melchisedec, the 
Lord's priest, the tenth of Ihs 
spoils taken in battle. Gen. 
xiv. 20. Jacob dedicated to 
God the tenth of his gain. 
Gen. xxviii. 22. Many of the 
Greeks, Romans, and other 
heathen, devoted the tenth 
part of their incomes to the 
service of their ^ods. 

By the Jewish law, the 
tenth of the product of com, 
cattle, &c., was assigned to 
the Levites. Of what re» 
mained to the proprietor, 
another tithe was levieid, and, 
in value or kind, sent to the 
service of the tabernacle aii4 
temple, and the miaiston 
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thereof, at the solemn feasts. 
On every third year a tliird 
tUhe was levied, for the use 
of the Levites, and the fa- 
therless, widows, and stran* 
gers. The Levites paid to 
the priests the tithe of what 
they received from the peo- 
ple. Deut. xiv. 28. It does 
not appear that the tithe of 
small herbs was demanded. 
The Pharisees, however, 
tiihed their mint, anise, eum- 
mtn, and rue ; nor does Jesus 
condemn them for it, but for 
neglecting weightier things, 
as mercy, judgment, and 
faith, while they were so ex- 
act in small matters. Deut. 
XIV. 22—29. Num. xviii. 20. 

TITTLE, a minute point 
attached to some of the char- 
acters in the Hebrew alpha- 
bet. A small circumstance. 
See Jot. 

TITUS, an eminent Chris- 
tian pastor. He seems to 
have been a. Greek, and one 
of Paul's early converts. Of 
the time, place, or manner 
of his death, we have no cer- 
tain accounts Tradition says 
he lived to the age of 94 
years, and was buried in 
Crete, where he had been left 
by Paul. Tit. i. 5. 

The Epistle to Titus 
is eminently valuable for its 
elucidations of the nature and 
duties of the Christian minis- 
try—the manner of accom- 
modating our exhortation to 
the characters of the persons 
we address— the necessity of 
A minister's setting an ex- 



ample of what he teaches-^ 
the doctrine of obedience to 
civil rulers — the necessity of 
good works, and the proper 
treatment of foolish questions 
and heretics. 

TOB. SeeSTRiA. 

TOMB, a grave j a vault 
in which dead bodies ^ure 
placed; a house or monu- 
ment raised over a grave. 
The ancients always buried 
their dead outside of cities. 
When cupolas or vaulted 
chambers were raised over 
graves, they were generally 
10 or 12 feet square, and so 
might well afford lodging for 
demoniacs. (See Mark v. 5.) 
Forbes, in his " Oriental 
Memoirs,'^ informs us Uiat 
these recesses often afford 
shelter to the weary traveller 
overtaken by night, and like- 
wise to robbers, who sally 
forth from them to commit 
their nocturnal depredations. 
The graves of the poor were 
often distinguished by some 
slight stone or board, which, 
when it fell, was not set 
up again, by which means 
graves did not appear. Hcnee 
they could be walked over 
unperceived. Luke xl. 44. 
See Sepulchre. 

TONGUE, (1.) That 
member by which we articu- 
late sounds. James iii. 5. 
(2.) The language spoken 
in any country. Deut. xxviii. 
49. There appears to have 
been but one language, till 
the confusion of tongues at 
Babel. The Hebrew tongue 
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contaiiis more internal evi- 
dence of being the same that 
God communicated to Adam, 
than any other j but is sup- 
posed to have undergone 
alterations, in the series of so 
many ages, from Adam down 
to Moses. The simplicity 
of its coustruction ; the con- 
ciseness and energy of its 
expression 3 its peculiar fer- 
tility 3 the relation it has to 
the most ancient Oriental lan- 
guages, which seem to derive 
their origin from it ; the ety- 
mology of the names whereby 
the first of mankind were 
called, which naturally occurs 
m this language ; the names 
of animals, which are oflen 
significant of their nature and 
habits; the most ancient 
book, viz. the Old Testemrient, 
being, for the most part, in 

' this language, &c.,>— indicate 
that it was the original lan- 
guage of the human species. 

TOPAZ, a name now ap- 
plied to a yellow gem, ob- 
tained in various parts of 
the earth, generally about 
the size of a pin's Jiead. 
Scarcely any exceed the 
sixth part of an inch in diam- 
eter. The most valuable 
topaz in the world, is that in 
possession of the Great Mo- 
gul ; said to weigh 137 car- 
ats, and to be worth nearly a 
million of dollars. 

TOPHET, a drum or tim- 
brel. The name of a place 
in the valley of Hinnom, 
called Gehevva, where the 

''idolatrous Jews burned their 



children to Moloch. It 
called Tophet from tbe 
beating o/drunu, {tifpk being' 
the Hebrew name of a drum,) 
which were used to drown 
the cries of the infants sac- 
rificed to the image. 2 Kings 
xxiii, 10. In order to dis- 
qualify this valley from beings 
a place of worship, and tims 
the more thorougfalv to have 
Moloch discarded, Josiah 
caused it to be a place far 
carcasses which were refbsed 
burial, and filth of every kincl. 
2 Kings xxiii. 10. Jer. sda. 
From that time, it was uni- 
versally abhorred and aban- 
doned to loathsomeness. la 
order to prevent the pestSeoit 
influence of such a place, per- 
petual fires were kept burning' 
there. Hence it grew to be 
an image of hell; and ulti- 
mately the name Gehenna 
vr9s definitively applied to the 
place of future and eternal 
punishment. See Hinhom. 

TORMENTORS, agents 
of Jewish courts of justice, 
whose duly it was to admin- 
ister sentences. Matt, xviii. 
34. It seems that in the time 
of Christ this ofi^ce was con- 
nected with that of jailer. 

TORTOISE. There are 
two kinds of tortoises, viz. 
sea and land ones. It if the 
land tortoise that is mentioned 
in Scripture. It feeds on 
flowers and insects, lives 
longer than men, and has a 
wonderful power of enduring 
the want of food. Its general 
size is from four to eig^t 
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long 3 bat in the Isle 
of Madagascar, the Gallipa- 
gos, Sbc.f it attains five or six 
> t^mes that size, covered with 
a variegated shell of great 
▼alue in commerce, and much 
used for ladies' combs, &c. 
The word occurs only Lev. 
zi. 29. 'Some learned men 
are of opinion that the origi- 
nal term means a lizard. 
. TOWER, (1.) A high 
stage erected in cultivated 
fields, on which a watchman 
ivas stationed toward harvest 
to guard against thieves. Jer. 
yi. 27. (2.) A fortified build- 
ing to afibrd protection against 
enemies, or to annoy them. 
% Kings xvii. 9. 

TO .WIT, an old expres- 
sion, meaning << that is to 
•ay." 2 Cor. v. 19. " We do 
you to wit,'* means, We g^ve 
you to understand. 2 Cor. 
vui. 1. 

TRACHONI'TIS, a dis- 
trict bordering the holy land 
to the north-east. It is a 
^'^SYf mountainous region, 
infested, diiring the govern- 
ment of Philip, with many 
robbers. Luke iii. 1. 

TRADITION, a narrative 
or ceremony delivered from 
father to son. by word of 
mouth, without any written 
memorial. Those traditions, 
for the observance of which 
the Scribes and Pharisees so 
much contended, were con- 
demned by our Saviour, as 
subversive of the true intent 
of Scripture. Matt. xv. 2, 3. 
The Adh commandment was 



so strangely perverted hf 
these self-righteous teachers, 
that, according to them, a 
man might give the surplus 
of his estate as a religious 
gifl to God, anrd (leny any 
support to his parents, when 
destitute of the necessaries 
of life^ Matt. xv. 6. (See 
CoRBAN.] These traditions 
became m time amazingly 
numerous, and had regard to 
the most trifling actions of 
life. About a. d. 190, they 
were collected and written by 
the industrious Rabbi Judah. 
He called his work the Mish- 
NA, or second law. About 
one hundred years after. 
Rabbi Jochanan wrote a 
commentary on the Mishnsi, 
Which he called Gemara, or 
Perfection. The whole was 
called the Talmud, or In- 
struction. About A. D. dOO, 
the Babylonian rabbins com- 
posed another Talmud, writ- 
ten in a clearer style, and not 
quite so fdll of absurdities. 
It makes 10 or 12 large folio 
volumes 3 but there is an 
abridgment by Maimonides-, 
a distinguished Spanish Jew, 
of the 12th century, whd 
omitted most of the grosser 
absurdities. 

The Roman Catholics are 
iond of traditions, and hold 
to many. The word of God, 
however, is our only guide in 
faith and practice 3 and what- 
ever has no warrant there, 
ought not to be considered 
binding. Before the New 
Testament was completed^ 
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and wliU« the apostles re- 
mained to examine traditions, 
it was proper for Christians 
to reg^d such as were by 
them sanctioned. 2 Thess. 
ii. 15. It would now be haz- 
ardous to trust in them at all ; 
and mig^ht be considered as 
adding to the word of God. 
Rev. xxii. 18. 

TRANCE, that state of a 
person's mind/ in which su- 
pernatural things are revealed 
to him. Paul was cast into 
a trance. Acts xxii. 17. And 
so was Peter. Acts x. 10 5 
xi. 5, &.C. 

TRANSFIGURE is to 
change the outward form. 
The word is chiefly used in 
reference to the supernatural 
change in the appearance of 
, our Saviour on the mount. 
The word occurs only in 
Matt. xvii. 2, and Mark ix. 2. 

TRANSLATE now means 
to render one language into 
another; but its signification 
in Scripture is, to transfer 
from one person or place to 
another. The word and its 
derivatives are used five 
times in the Bible, viz. 2 
Sam. iii. 10; Col. i. 13 3 
Heb. xi. 5 3 in the latter' 
verse thrice. 

TREASURY, a place 
where public money, is kept 
or managed. It . was the 
name given to that part of the 
Jewish temple where stood 
the chests for collecting the 
voluntary contributions of 
the people 3 over which were 
tho chambers for depositing 



the saered stores. Josh. vi. 19. 
Jer. xxxviii. 11. Matt. X3rvii.6. 
Luke xxi. 1. John viii. 20. 
The money collected in these 
chests was appropriated to 
the purchase of fuel for the 
altar, salt, See. 

TREES are useful, some 
for fuel, some for timber, 
some for medicine, some for 
dyeing, some for fruit, &€. 
The Scripture mentions the 
palm, shittah, bay, cedar, 
chestnut, almond, willow, cy- 
press, pine, ebony, almug or 
algnm, oak, teil, apple, ash^ 
elm, juniper, box, fir, oil, 
olive, citron, balsam, pome- 
granate, fig, sycamore, syca- 
mine, poplar, tfayine, and 
mulberry. Trees in Palestine 
generally put forth their foli- 
age in the month of January, 
when the old leaves of many 
trees are nbt fallen off. The 
6rst blossoms are those of the 
almond tree.. Jesus Christ is 
called the *' tree of life," be- 
cause by partaking of his 
fulness we attain life ever- 
lasting. Rev. xxii. 2. Chris- 
tians are called <' trees of 
righteousness," because like 
Christ, and yielding benefits 
to men. Ps. i. 3. 

TRIBE, a division of peo- 
ple. The tribes of Israel 
were the descendants of 
Jacob's sons. Jacob blessed 
both Manasseh and Ephraim, 
Joseph's sons, which made 
13 tribes, and yet no tribe of 
Joseph. The land of prom- 
ise, however, was divided 
only into 12 portions, because 
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the tribe of Levi was to be 
supported by tithes. Iliere 
being twelve tribes who each 
paid the Levites a tenth of 
every thing, their eondifion 
was more easy than the other 
tribes. The Jews assert, 
though without very satisfac- 
tory proof, tiiat e^ch tribe 
had its appropriate banner, 
as follows :— n 

J-jdbkh, a Lion wadbiag, Geo. xliz. 9. 
lasachnr, an Aa>| " " 14. 

ZebuloQ, a Ship, " " 13. 

Rouben, a Man, '* *' S. 

Simeon, a Sword, '* " B. 

Oad, a Lion, Dont. zxxiH. 2S. 

fiphraira, aUnioorn,. " " 17. 
Mananah, a Bull, " « 17. 

lEienJanitn, a Wolf, Getf . xllx. ST. 

Dan, a Serpent, «* " 17. 

Aaber, a Sheaf of wheat,'* " SO. 
Hcpltfall, a Hind, «< 'f SI. 

TRIBUTE, money paid 
by a tax. Our Saviour, Matt. 
xkW. 17, shows clearly, that 
religion does not exempt men 
from civil duties 3 and the 
aposUe Paul recommends to 
faithful Christians to pay ac- 
cording to law. Rom. xiii. 7. 
See. Publicans. 

TRO AS, a city of Mysia, 
near the mouth of the Helles- 
pont, four miles from the 
famous Troy, and built 
chiedy with materials from 
its ruins. The celebrated 
siege and capture of Troy 
occurred, according t6 Sir 
Isaac Newton, about 904 
years b. c, or during the 
reign of Jehoshaphat. Paul 
often preached at Troas^ 
lodgug with one Carpus. 
24 



Acts zvi. 8; xx. 5 — 12. S 
Tim. iv. 13. A Christian 
church long existed here; 
but it is now extinct, and the 
place lies m ruins. 

TROQYL'LIUM, a cape, 
which formed a bay about 5 
miles from Samos, where the 
vessel in which Paul ssuled to 
Macedonia^ made an anchor- 
age for a night. Acts xx. 15. 

TROW, to think, or sup- 
pose j to believe 3 to trust. 
Luke xvii. 9. 

TRUMPET, an instru- 
ment of loud music, still in 
common use. It was origi- 
nally made of the horn of a 
ram or ox, and subsequently 
of metal. The bugle is a 
modem improvement of this 
instrument. On that new 
moon festival which com- 
menced the Jewish civil year, 
that is, the first day of Tizri, 
was held the Feast of Trum^ 
pets. Lev. xxiii. Num. xxix. 
See FxAST. 

TRUST, confidence in any 
person or thing. To trust in 
man is both sinful and vain. 
Jer. xvii. 5. TruM in God 
should be sincere, Prov. iii. 
6, 6 ; unreserved, 1 PeU v. 7 ; 
steadfast, Isa. xxvi. 4 3 and ' 
cheerful, Mic. vii. 7. Such as 
trust God are iafe, Ps. cxxv. 
1 3 courageous, Ps. xxvii. 1 — 3 j 
and serene^ Ps. xxvi. 3. 

TRUTH, the positive mat- 
ter of fact, contrary to false- 
hood. Moral truth is the 
conformity of words and ac- 
tions to the thoughts of the 
heart 3 as when a man speaki 
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what he thinks, and is in real- 
ity what he seems to be. It 
is taken for the true principles 
of reliig^on, the true doctrine 
of the gospel j and Jesus 
Christ, being the Author, is 
emphatically styled '' the 
TnUhf*' because he is the 
substance of all the types. 
John xiv. 6. 

TURTLE-DOVE, a well- 
known bird, oflen mentioned 
in Scripture. 



In Ps. Ixxiv. 19, it seems 
that by "s being written for i, 
an error very easily made, 
turtle-dove has occurred, in- 
stead of ** confessing thee J' 
The text accordingly stands 
in the Septuagint and Syriac 
versions, " O deliver not the 
soul of him that confesseth 
thee unto the multitude of the 
wicked." 

TWILIGHT, the light 
which continues afler the sun 
has set, and commences be- 
fore it rises. 1 Sam. xxx. 17. 
Prov. vii. 9. Thia is caused 
by the atmosphere, which, 
being thicker than the space 



between it and the sun, beids 
down or refracts the rays of 
light, and even makes the 
sun itself appear when it is 
beneath the horizon. In the 
northern parts of Scotland, 
the sun sets but for a short 
time in the summer, and the 
twilight will enable a person 
to read even at midnight. 
Near the poles, twilight con- 
tinue^ for several weeks to- 
gether, without the sun's 
rising. \i then rises and 
shines uninterruptedly the 
whole summer. Then the 
twilight of several weeks re- 
curs, and afterward the son 
sets, to be seen no more till 
the next summer. 

TYPE, a person or thing, 
prefiguring something relative 
to Christ or his church. These 
were numerous, as none of 
them could fully point out its 
antitype ; and were a kind of 
real predictions of things to 
come, as those uttered by the 
prophets were-verbaL There 
were typical persons f as Ad- 
am, Noah, Melchisedek, 
Isaac, Aaron, Joshua, David, 
Solomon^ Jonah ; typical 
classes of persons, as Israel* 
ites, first-bom males, kins- 
man-redeemers, Nazarites, 
high priests ; typical tUdngSf 
as Noah's ark, Jacob's ladder, 
the burning bush, the cloudy 
pillar, the water of Marab, 
the manna, the pool of Be- 
thesda, the deliverance of the 
Hebrews from Egypt, their 
passage through the sea, 
their travels m the wilderness, 
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their entrance into Canaan, 
their wars with the heathens, 
&c. The typical institutions 
were circumcision^ sanctifica- 
tion of fruit-trees, offering no 
base things to God, exclusion 
from Uie congregation of the 
Lord,wearing proper apparel, 
avoiding mixed garments, 
so'vying mingled seed, plough- 
ing with oxen a^d asses, ten- 
derness to beasts, not muz- 
zling the treading ox, &c. 
The typical places were Ca- 
naan, the cities of refuge, Je- 
rusalem, Zion, the tabernacle, 
and the temple. The typical 
utensils were the ark, the pot 
of manna, the table of shew- 
bread with its loaves, the 
golden altar of incense, the 
gdden candlestick, the silver 
trumpets, the brazen laver 
and sea, the brazen altar, &c. 
The typical offerings were 
the l)urnt, the sin, the tres- 
pass, peace, and meat-ofier- 
ings, the drink-ofierings, the 
anointing oil, ransom-money, 
tithes, first-fruits, things vol- 
untarily devoted, the ram 
caught in the thicket, &c. 
The typical seasons'were the 
time of the daily sacrifices, 
the Sabbath^ the feast of new 
moons, the passover and feast 
of unleavened bread, Pen- 
tecost, the feast of trumpets, 
the feast of tabernacles, the 
year of release,, add the jubi- 
lee, d&e. The typical fuHfi- 
eoHons were from the defile- 
nent of i^nholy things, from 
childbirth^ leprosy, infection 
by dead bodies, Ace. To him 



that discerns the evangelical 
signification of these various 
types, the narratives . of the 
Old Testament are not a dry 
history, but appear replen- 
ished with the most useful in- 
structions concerning our 
Saviour' and his body the 
church. 

TYRE, a very ancient 
city, possessing, for many 
ages, astonishing enterprise 
and wealth. Isa. xxiii. 8. 
It was at first built four fur- 
longs from ^e shore, on an 
island. But the city which 
soon reared itself upon tlie 
opposite land, grew into 
greater size and considcra- ' 
tion. After a siege of thir- 
teen years by Nebuchadnez- 
zar, B. c. 573, it was over- 
come and destroyed, but not 
till the inhabitants had es- 
caped with their effects to the 
insular city. The latter then 
flourished for 200 years, when 
Alexander stormed and took 
it, having with this intent 
built a causeway to it, out of 
the ruins of the old tovm. 
After many other changes, it 
at4ast fell under the Romans. 
It was the emporium of com* 
merce and the arts. Their 
ships found the way even to 
£ngland,wbence, among other 
things, they brought tin firom 
the mines .at Cornwall. Its 
kings swayed a powerful 
sceptre, and their colonief 
were scattered over all the 
Mediterranean. The chief 
deities of the place were 
Hercules and AstarU. U 
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belonged to the tribe otAther, 
but was never wholly sub- 
dued. About ▲. D. 200, it 
was destroyed by Niger, 
emperor of Rome. After 
this it flourished 500 years, 
under the Seljukian Turks, 
was then taken by the em- 
saders, and finally was de- 
stroyed, ▲. D. 1289, by the 
sultfiui of Egypt. A. D. 1516, 
it was seized by the Ottoman 
Turks, who are to this> day 
masters of all that country. 
The predictions of Isaiah and 
Ezekiel, that this city for its 
wickedness should be utterly 
destroyed, have been most 
severely fulfilled. Isa. xxxiii. 
Ezek. zzvi. xxviii. Mauk- 
DRELL, who visited this spot 
in 1697, found not a house 
entire, luid only a few miser- 
able inhabitants, harboring 
themselves in vaults, and 
subsisting chiefly by. fishing. 
A village adjacent then bore 
the name. There is now a 
considerable village built 
among the ruins ; the popu- 
lation of which Mr. Jowett 
estimates at about 1,500. 
Mr. Connor reckons them at 
double that number. It is 
now called 8hur or Zur, 
TYTHES. SeeTiTHKS. 



U'LAI, a branch of the 
Euphrates, on the banks of 
«rhieh Daniel had his famous 



vision. Dan. viii. It is 
called in Greek authors, 
Choasfpet. Its present name 

is Kirfrah. 

UNBELIEF, infidelity, or 
a distrust of any narrative, 
person or doctrine. Unbe* 
lief of God's holy word, is a 
universal sin in the world. 
It is the cause of disobedioDce 
to his commands ; and that 
man will be eternally con- 
demn€id, over whom it sbaJl 
finally prevail. Matt. xiii. 58. 
It is a dreadful crime, as it 
makes God a liar, rejects 
Jesus and bis whole salvation, 
and is the root of all other 
sins. Unbelief.is either neg- 
ative f in such as have not 
heard the gospel ; as in the 
heathen, 1 Cor. vi. 6 j 2 Cor. 
vi. 14 'y or pasitivef as in those 
who, though they hear the 
gospel, and profess to regard 
it, yet believe not with their 
hearts. Luke xii. 46. Tit. 
i. 15. Unbelief is either with 
respect to a particular dec- 
laration of God ; as when 
Zacharias discredited God's 
promise of a son to him, Luke 
i. 20j or universal, having 
respect to the whole declara- 
tions of God. It is either 
partial, importing some de- 
grees of distrust, 'Mark ix. 
24; or total, where there is 
no trust at all. 1 Tim. i. 13. 

UNCLEAN. Persons or 
things are unclean,. (1.) Nat* 
urall^r ; as dunghills, or hate« 
ful animals are uitclean. Rev, 
xviii» 2. (2.) Ceremonially; 
as persons who touched dead 
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bodies/d&e. A great number 
of beasts were thus unclean. 
Numb. six. Lev. xi. xvi. 
(3.) In scrupulous opinion; 
so some meats were reck- 
oned unclean by the primitive 
Ckristians. Rom. xiv. 14. 
{4h\ Morally; being polluted 
with sin 3 so devils are ''un- 
clean sjMrit^.V Matt. x. 1. 
UneUaTmess means lewdness. 
Rom. i. 24: 

UNCOVER, to remove a 
covering; as a veil^ from the 
head. For females so to do 
in public assemblies was con- 
sidered, in l^astem countries, 
highly immodest. 1 Cor. xi. 5. 

UNICORN, a fierce and 
powerful animal, often men- 
tioned in Scripture. It is 
generally thought to mean 
the rkinocerotf -which has a 
strong horn between its fore- 




head and nose, with which 
it rips up trees into splinters 
for food. Some have thought 
that the buffalo was the true 
unicorn. The pictures which 
represent the unicorn in the 
form of a horse, with a horn 
in its forehead, have gener- 
ally been thought fictitious; 
bnl it has been lately affirmed 
24* 



that a similar animal is fomid 
in South Africa, and several 
good writers defend the as- 
sertion. The camelopard 
was long regarded by natu- 
ralists as a fictitious animal : 
it has, however y been discov- 
ered by modem travellers, 
and brought to Europe alive. 
Several are now kept in 
London and Paris. 

UPHARSIN, one of the 
Chaldee words written on 
the wall at Belshazzar's feast, 
which signifies dividing. 
Why none of the Chaldean 
astrologers and learned men 
could read these words, Dan. 
V. 7, is not now known. Per- 
haps being all written as one 
word, they could not rightly 
divide the letters, or, possibly, 
only the initial letters of the 
words mig^t have been writ- 
ten.— Peres, which is 
used for this word in 
Daniel's interpretation, 
ch. V. 28, is the singu- 
lar of Pharsin; the 
letter U, put before the 
latter word, answering 
to our word and. 

UR, an ancient city 
of Chaldea or Meso- 
potamia, where Terah 
and Abraham dwelt. Gen. 
XV. 7. 

URIM and Thuhmih, lit- 
erally, lighU and per/eciiom, 
mentioned Ex. xxviii. 30> and 
Lev. yiii. 8. It seems prob- 
able, that they were the 
twelve precious stones of the 
high priest's breast-plate ; on 
which were engraven the 
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I of the tribes of Israel ; 
and that the letters, by stand- 
ing oat, or by an extraordi- 
nary illumination, marked 
such words as contained the 
answer of God to him who 
consulted this oracle. Many 
learned men are of opinion 
that the answer was given in 
an audible voice from the 
Shekinah, or that bri^tness 
which always rested between 
the cherubims over the mercy 
seat. Ps. Ixxx. 1, and zcix. 1. 
When the Urim and Thum- 
mim were to be consulted, the 
high priest put on his golden 
vestment, and went into the 
sapctuary, standing with his 
face toward the holy of ho- 
lies. The Urim and Thum- 
mim were never consulted in 
matters of faith, as in these 
the Jews had the written law 
for their rule ; nor in matters 
of small moment ; but in case 
of doubtful duty in reference 
to providence and circum- 
stances. None but priests, 
rulers, or prophets, were al- 
lowed to use the Urim and 
Thummim. 1 Sam. xxii. 10. 
USURY, among the Jews, 
meant the customary price 
paid for the use of money. 
The word now means extor- 
tionate and unlawful interest. 
The law of nature forbids not 
the receiving of moderate 
interest for the loan of money, 
any more than the taking of 
rent for houses. As the Jews 
had very little concern in 
trade, and therefore only 
borrowed in eases of neces» 



sity, and as their syitem was 
calculated to establish every 
man's inheritance to his own 
feanily, they were prohibited 
to take usury from their breth- 
ren of Israel, at least if they 
were poor. Ex. xxii. 25. Lev. 
XXV. 36-— 37. They we'e al- 
lowed to lend money upon usu- 
ry to strangers. Dent, xxiii. 20. 
UZ, (1.) The grandson of 
Shem. Gen. x. 23. (2.) A 
Horite. Gea. xxxvi. 28. (3.J 
The country of Job, situated 
somewhere east or north-east 
of Palestine. It seems to have 
been near Chaldea. Job i. 17. 



V. 



VAIL, t)r Veil, whatever 
hides any thin^ from being 
seen. The vail which divided 
the holy of' holies from the 
holy place, in the Jewish tab- 
ernacle, was a type of the 
human nature of Christ, and 
also of the separation between 
the Jews and Gentiles ; but 
was rent in twsun at our 
Saviour's death, and the sep- 
aration is now removed by 
the preaching of the gospel to 
the Gentiles. Heb. x. 20. 
Eph. ii. 14. Matt, xxvii. 51. 
The vail of ignoi^ce, blind- 
ness, and hardiness of heart, 
which kept the Jews from un<> 
derstanding thi .spiritual sense 
and meaning of the law, 
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caused them to crucify the 
Saviour, resist the introduc- 
tion o( the new covenant, and 
reject the gospel lig^ht, is still 
a hinderance to the extension 
of the Redeemer's kingdom. 
John ix. 39. 2 Cor. iii. 14, 26. 
Women disgraced themselves 
by appearing in public with- 
out a vail, I Cor. xi. 3— lO*; 
especially, perhaps, as it was 
the chief and almost the only 
difference between the dress 
of women and men. (See 
Power.) There were vari- 
ous forms of the vail ; some 
covered the whole person, 
others only the bust. They 
were by no means so traps- 
parent AS those now com- 
monly worn; but entirely 
concealed the face. That of 
Ruth was stroqg as well as 
large enough to hold six 
measures of barley. Ruth 
iii. 15. 

VALLEY OF HINNOM. 
See ToPHET. 

VANITY, emptiness. The 
term is applied in Scripture 
to the world, as unsatisfac- 
tory, Eccl. i. 25 to idols, 
Deut. xxxii. 21; 2 K'mgs 
xvii. 15 J to mean deceitful- 
ness, Ps. iv. 2 ; to whatever 
disappoints our hopes, Fs. 
Ix. 11 ; to i9iquity,Ps. cxix.37. 

VAPOR, water combined 
with so much heat as to cause 
it to rise in a gaseous form; 
Its expansive force being 
greater than «ven that of gun- 
powder, the moderns have 
discovered the art of making 
k emiaeatly useful in propel- 



ling engines for boats, facto- 
ries, Alines, &c. The steam 
engine is the noblest aid ever 
contrived by human ingenu- 
ity. By its means a single 
bushel of coal can do the 
work of ten. horses for one 
hour. 

Vapor raised by the sun is 
held by the air, till it accumu-' 
lates in. clouds, and by elec- 
tricity, or by some unexplained 
cause, descends in rain. Ps. 
cxxxv.7. Vapor is a wonderful 
evidence of the wisdom and 
goodness of God. Jer. x. 13> 
and li. 16. By evaporation 
we obtain rain, mist, dew, &c. 
By its constantly taking place 
in the hundan body, man is 
enabled to sustain the heat 
of every climate. By the ex- 
traction of vapors from the 
earth, the air is sweetly cooled 
and made refreshing. Without 
evaporation, grsiin and grass 
could not be cured for use, 
clothes could not be dried, if 
washed. In fine, a great va- 
riety of common operations on 
which our comfort depends, 
could not be performed. The 
occasional drying winds of Af- 
rica carry with them terror 
and death. Well does David, 
therefore, represent the vapor 
as praising God, and ** ful- 
filling his word." Ps. cxl viii. 8. 
Human life is compared for 
frailty and transitoriness to a 
vapor. James iv. 14. 

VERILY, truly. When 
spoken twice at the begin- 
ning of a remark, it denotes a 
Strong and solemn affirmation 
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VESTMENT, a word 
which oeeius in Scripture 
only in 2 King* x. 22, and 
thcSre means the sacred robes 
of |wgan priests. The vestry 
was the place where they 
lay, and were put off and on. 
A vesture is chiefly an upper 
robe. Deut. xzii. 12. Christ's 
havings bis ** vesture dipped 
in blood/' jand inscribed with 
this name, ''King^ of kings, 
and Lord of lords,'' imports, 
that in conquering and de* 
Stroying his enemies, he 
mightily shows his sovereign 
power and dominion. Rev. 
six. 13. 16. Sec Raiment. 

VETCHES. SeeFiTCHES. 

VIAL> See Censee. 

VINE, one of the most 
prominent productions, of 
Canaan, and flourishing best 
in the lot of Judah, which 
contained the mountains of 
Engedif and the valleys of 
Eshcpl and Sorek, Gen. 
xlix. 11. At the present day, 
a single cluster from those 
vines will often Weigh 12 
pounds ; ^and as the whole 
country is now comparatively 
peglected and barrien, it is 
probable they once were 
much larger. Hence the 
spies, to avoid bruising the 
fine specimens they brought 
to Moses, hung then^ to a pole, 
borne by two men. The 
grapes of Egypt being small 
and poor, we can easily im- 
agine the surprise of Joshua 
and the other messengers 
when they found such grapes 
pi Eshcol, Profane authors 



speak of the excellent 
of Gaza, Sarepta, Libanus, 
Saron, Ascalon, and Tyre. 
Bochart says, a triple pro* 
duce is gathered from the 
same vine every year. Not* 
withstanding the very de- 
pressed condition of Canaan, 
it even now exports vast 
quantities of grapes, raisins, 
and inspissated juice, (or 
honey ofraitinSf as it is called,) 
into Egypt. 

The vine of Sodom grows 
near the Dead Sea. Its 
grapes are bitter, and con- 
sidered poisonous. Moses 
compares rebellious Israel to 
this plant. Deut. xxxii. 32. 

Wild Grapes were the 
fruit of a wretched plant, 
called by Linnjeus viHs 
labrusca. They n^ver ripen, 
and were good only for vine- 
gar. See Isa. v. 2—4. 

VINEGAR, an acid com- 
monly derived from saccha- 
rine fermented liquors. When 
distilled it becomes perfectly 
colorless, and is increased in 
strength. It seems that weak 
sour wine was called vinegar 
by the Romans. Thus Mat- 
thew says, 'Uhey g^ve him 
vinegar to drink, mingled 
with gallj" whereas Mark 
informs us, "thQy gave him 
to (!rink wine mingled with 
myrrh,^' Dr, A* Clarke says, 
" It was a conmion custom 
to administer a stupifying 
potion, compounded of sour 
wineyfrankincense,and myrrh, 
to condemned persons, to al- 
leviate their suiSerin^ 3 or 89 
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to disturb theur intellect, that 
they might not be sensible of 
them.'' The rabbins ground- 
ed this on Prov. xxxi. 6. Our 
Lord, of course, refused such 
aid. By his first tasting, be- 
fore refusing it; we may infer, 
that if it had been merely 
adapted to quench thirst, it 
would not have be^n refused. 
Laborers in harvest refreshed 
themselves with this weak 
wine QT vinegar. Ruth ii. 14. 

VINEYARD, a piece of 
ground planted with vines. 
The vineyard was prepared 
with great care, the stones 
being gathered out, a secure 
fence made round it, and a 
scaffold, or high summer- 
house, built in the centre, 
v/here, as the fruit ripened, a 
watchman was stationed, and 
where there was always shel- 
ter for the workmen at their 
meals, and a suitable place 
to keep the tools* Isa. v. 
1—7. Matt. iQci. 33. This 
was, of course, deserted at 
other seasons of the year. 
She Isa. i. 8. 

VIPER, a serpent which 
brings forth its young alive, 
and not, as is generally the 
case, by eggs. It seldom ex- 
ceeds 18 inches in length. 
There is.no crdature jaiore 
malignant and venomous ; 
the bite of some species pro- 
duces death in a few hours. 
See Job xx. 16. Isa. zxx. 6. 

VIRGIN, (1.) A virtuous 
unmarried woman. Isa.vii.l4. 
(2.) The word is oflen used 
6>r a nation or people. Isa. 



xlvii. 1. Lam. ii. 13. (3.) 
The people of God are ofieu 
spoken of under this term. 
Matt; XXV. 1.. Rev. xiv. 4. 

VIRTUE, energy to pro- 
duce an effect ;-^ourage, 
2 Pet. i. 3 — 5j^holines8 of 
heart and life. The latter is 
its more common significa- 
tion, but in defining it writers 
are not agpreed. Some define 
it '' universal benevolence;" 
others ** the imitation of God ;'' 
others '' a wise regard to our 
own interest j'' others ''moral 
goodness.'' We may say it 
means in general whatever is 
opposed to vice. Phil. iv. 8. 

VISION, a supernatural 
appearance of men or things 
to the mind of a person not 
asleep. See DkEAM. 

VOICE, in general, signi- 
fies any kind of noise, whether 
made by animals or things. 
God's voice, is, (1.) The 
thunder, which loudly deciarei 
his existence and providence. 
Ps. xxix. (2.) His laws, 
teaching, and promises; in 
which he declares hiq will to 
men. Ex. xv. 26. (3.) His 
providences, wherein he pub- 
lishes his own excellences, 
awakens us from our stupid- 
ity, and call» us to our duty. 
Mic. vi. 9. Am. i. 2. To 
mark John Baptist as not the 
true Messiah, but a proclaimer 
of his appearance, he is called 
a voice. Isa. xl. 1. 

VOLUME. See Book. 

VOW,, a sacred promiM 
made to God, to Ieav« off 
some sin, or to perform i 
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dilty. Gen. sxviii. 20. A 
general vow of evangelical 
obedience is made at baptism. 
The word is now used in an 
inferior sense to signify an 
oath, or solemn assurance to 
a person. The .use of vows 
and promises is very observ- 
able in Scripture, from the 
earliest timee. Gen. xzviii. 22. 
The Mosaic law gave distinct 
/ules for their ejcecution. The 
vows of children were not 
valid, except ratified by pa- 
rents, Numb, xtx.jf nor those 
of a wife, except known and 
unforbidden by the husband. 
A common mode of uttering 
TOWS was, " God do so to me, 
and more also, if,'' d&c. See 
CoRBAir. 

VULTURE, a species of 
eagle, belonging to the order 
aecipiter. It ' is of great ra- 
pacity, and feeds on carrion. 
Lev. xi. 14. It is called the 
gkdef Deut xiv. 19. 



W. 

WAFER m^ans^ in Scrip- 
tnne a flat cake, used in Jew- 
ish worship. Ex. rxix. 2. 
Lev. ii. 4, and vii. 12. 
Numb. vi. 19. 

WAGES. See Reward. 

WALK, to move by lei- 
anrely steps. It is often used 
in Scripture to denote con- 
versation and manner of life ; 
and to walk in darkness , is to 



live in a course of ignoranea 
and sin ; to waik in me light^ 
is to live in the ways of truth 
and holiness $ to walk hff 
faiiht is to rely upon Christ 
for salvation, and to live iji 
the firm belief, that the prom- 
ises of the word will be fiil- 
filled and accomplished.) te 
weUk through ike jirt^ Isa. 
xliii. 2, is to be exercised with 
many afiSictions; to walk 
afUr thejiesh, is to be guided 
by the sensual appetite, or 
dictates of corrupt nature} 
to walk in theJUshf is to live 
a natural life, that is, subject 
to many infirmities and calam- 
ities 3 to walk, with God, is to 
live in secret communion with 
him, and endeavoring above 
all things to please him, and 
to be approved of him j to 
walk afitr the Spirit^ is to 
be led by his counsels a&d 
motions to order our whole 
conversation according to the 
nde of God's word. 

WAR, a contest of nations, 
carried on by force. War 
invariably ori^nates in the 
wicked passions of men. 
Jam. iv. l>^-3. Luke ii. 14. 
It is an awful mass of evils 
and erimes, and has been per- 
mitted by a righteous God to 
scourge the nations whose 
lusts drive them to its perpe- 
tration. Murder, robbery, 
Sabbath'^breaking, violation 
of chastity, neglect of every 
domestic duty, waste of 
treasure, pride, revenge, 
jealousy, and stratagem are 
the natural and necessar/ 
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fruits of war. The imple- 
ments of war have been con- 
stant] jr becoming more deadly. 
The inventory of Uzziah's 
arsenal was '' shields, spears, 
helmets, habergeons, bows, 
and slings.'' Afterward he 
invented machines to shoot 
stones from the ramparts. -2 
Chr. xzvi. About 100 years 
after, we find battering rams 
were used. Ezek. iv. ^. How 
different are the present modes 
of attack and defence I What 
misdirected ingenuity and 
science have been employed 
in rendering man a more 
dreadful etestrcyer ! God 
commanded the Hebrews to 
destroy the Canaanites ; but 
the wicked wars of the world 
derive no authority from that 
eircumstaiK:e< The Jewish 
wars may fairly be consid- 
ered in the light of execu- 
tions. At any rate there 
was express divine command, 
which will not be pleaded for 
any modern war. Christ is 
** the Prince of peace :" his 
doctrines inculcate " peace 
on earthy and when his king- 
dom shall universally prevail, 
" the nations shall learn war 
no more.'' Christians should 
therefore be men of peace, 
and should use aO proper ex- 
ertions to banish war in all its 
forms from the earth. Matt. 
V. 9. Rom. xii. 18. Peace 
societies have of late done 
much to enlighten tlie public 
mind on this weighty subject. 
It is certain that before we 



can have the full millenniain, 
wars must cease. 

The struggle in a Chris- 
tian's bosom, between the 
powers of grace and nature, 
is called a warfare, Rom. vii. 
23} and a perseverance in 
thi» contest, doing our duty 
among all difficukiea, is 
** fighting the good fight of 
faith." 1 Tim. vi. 12. 

WASH, to bathe, or purify. 
The Jews washed before eat* 
ing, as they used their hands 
instead of knives and forks. 
Mark vii. 3. Strangers and 
travellers had their feet 
washed by a servant. F^or 
the master of the house to do 
it, w£is esteemed the greatest 
condescension. John xiii. 8. 

WASH-POT, a word ap- 
plied to Moab, to show that 
God was determined to bring 
that people to the lowest der 
gree of servitude, even as a 
vessel in which the hands or 
feet are washed. Ps. Ix. 8. 
Compare 2 Sam. viii. 2. 

WATCH, a guard j— th# 
period that a guard kept 
watch. The night was an« 
ciently divided by the Jews 
into three watches j the Jirst, 
Lam. ii. 1$, the nuddU, Jud. 
vii. 19, and the morning 
watch, E:h. xlv. 24. This 
division is also mentioned by 
Homer^ hivy, Xenophon, 
&.C. In the time of Christ, 
the night was divided by Jews 
into /our watches, which was 
then the common practice of 
the Greeks and Romans. Th« 
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jBd and 3d of these divisions 
are mentioued Luke zii. 38 ; 
the 4th, Matt. xiv. 25, and all 
of them, Mark xiii. 35. These 
watches differed according to 
the len^h of the nig^t, which 
in Palestine varies, from 14 
hours 12 minutes to 9 hours 
48 minutes. 

WATCHFUL, vigilant 
lo guard against dangers. 
Watchfulness is often and 
urgently inculcated upon 
Christians. We must be 
watchful against the tempta- 
tions of Satan, Rom. z. 12} 
the allurements of the world, 
Ps. xxxix. 1 ; Mark viii. 15 ; 
the deceitfulness of our hearts, 
Heb. iii. 12 ; erroneous doc- 
trines ; and, in short, against 
whatever would hinder our 
piety and usefulness. We 
are to watch /or the teach- 
ii^ of Providence, Ps. v. 8 5 
the fulfilment of prophecies. 
Rev. xvi. 15; righteous de- 
liverance from trouble, Ps. 
cxxx.; proper topics, spirit, 
and seasons of prayer, £pb. 
vi. 18 ; death and judgment, 
Mark xiii. 37. 

WATER, a fluid, which 
occupies a large portion of 
the globe. Moisture raised 
by the sun, in the form of va- 
por, being carried about in 
the air, and meeting in a col- 
lective mass, produces clouds, 
and falls down in dew or rain. 
More rain falls on high than 
on low ground, and the water 
entering through crevices on 
the hills, aad finding its way 
through Ibe earth to the sur- 



face, produces springs. Tb« 
streams of these, uniting, form 
brooks, which unite into riv- 
ers ; and after adding to the 
beauty of the country, and 
accomplishing very many 
useful purposes, empty them- 
selves into the sea. Water is 
816 timers heavier than com- 
mon air $ a pint of it weighs 
one pound, and a cubic foot 
about 1000 ounces, or 62^ 
pounds. Ice is crystallized 
water ; and by a remarkable 
exemption from the commoa 
laws of beat, becomes ligtter 
as it grows colder. In this is 
strikingly exemplified the wis- 
dom and goodness of God. 
Dreadful wou)^ have been the 
consequences, if, like other 
fluids, water had grown heav- 
ier by loss of beat. In 
winter, the ice on the surface 
of rivers would have sunk as 
it froze, in successive sheets, 
until the whole would have 
become a mass of icey 
which no subsequent summer 
could thaw; and the world 
would soon have become un- 
inhabitable. As it now is, no 
sooner is a cnist of ice form- 
ed, than the water beneath is 
protected from further coldf 
fishes are safe, water abun- 
dant, and the moderate 
warmth of spring unbinds the 
stream. Such are the won- 
derful works of Him, who in 
infinite wisdom, and by his 
almighty power, created the 
heavens and the earth. 

We have in this country 
little idea of the value of 
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water to those who dwell 
under an ardent sun, and have 
little rain. It was often paid 
for in ancient days. Numb. 
XX. 17 — 19 J Lam. v. 4 j and 
such continues to be the cus- 
tom to this day. 

Water, when disturbed, 
signifies troubles and afHic- 
tions. Ps. Ixix. 1. But flow- 
ing in all the plenitude and 
beauty of usefulness, it rep- 
resents the gifts and comforts 
of the Holy Spirit. Isa. zii. 3. 
xzrv. 6, 7. John vii. 37, 38. 
In Scripture, water is nsed 
for all sorts of drink, as bread 
is for all kinds of solid food. 

Water courses are either the 
beds of rivers, wherein they 
run, or the streams themselves. 
Isa. xliv. 4. 

WATER-SPOUTS are 
falls of water from the clouds, 
which are whirled round by 
tornadoes, so as to form a 
column; or which are forced 
with a mighty noise from the 
sea, by an earthquake at the 
bottom. They are more fre- 
quent on the coasts of Pal- 
estine and Syria, than ai:y 
where else in the Mediterra- 
nean Sea. To them are com- 
pared heavy, overwhelming, 
and terrifying visitations. Ps. 
xliii. 7. 

WAY, a path for travellers. 
The word is frequently used 
to signify the habits of a per- 
son, or the method of doing 
any thing. Gen. vi. 12. Jer. 
X. 2. The customary dealing^ 
of God are called his way. 
hkzxv.lO. I8a.lv. 8. Christ 
25 



is '* the way, the truth, and the 
life i" and his salvation is the 
" new and living way" of ac- 
cess to God. Heb. x. 20. Je- 
hovah^s precepts are the "way 
of truth," 2 Pet. ii. 2, and 
those who obey shall find 
them to be "ways of pleasamt- 
ness and peace." Prov. iii, 17. 
WEASELS are of two 
kinds, the house and the field 
weasel. They are subtle and 
strong, though of smatt size. 



They prey on serpents, moles, 
rats, mice, and sometimes on 
poultry. Occurs in Lev. xi. 
29, only. 

WEEK, a division of time, 
universally observed by the 
descendants of Noah, which, 
being lost by the Hebrews 
during their bondage in Egypt, 
was revived and enacted by 
Moses. Seven j'ears are called 
a week. Dcin. ix. 24. The 
undisputed antiquity of the use 
of weeks, is a strong confir- 
mation of the Old Testament 
history of the creation, &c. 
The Jews often used the ex- 
pression eight days to mean a 
week 3 so do the Germans at 
this day. And we often say 
/ortnudit (or fourteen nights) 
e mean two weeks. 
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This explains John xx. 26, 
where ** eight days'' means a 
week. See Feast. 

WEEPING. See Under 
MOURNING. 

WEIGH, (1.) To examine 
by scales. Ezek. iv. 16. (2.) 
To mspect rigidly. Prov.xvi. 
2. Isa. xxvi. 7. The shekel 
weighed 10 dwt. Sixty of 
these made a maneh, weigh- 
ing 2 lb. 6 oz. Fifty manehs 
made a talent, or 3000 shek- 
els, weighing 125 lbs. Such 
are the computations of 
ifoRiTE ; but on this subject 
there is great uncertainty. 

The weight of tlie Sanctu- 
ary was probably a standard 
of weight kept in the temple, 
and not double the common 
weight, as some have thought. 
Neither Josephns, Philo, Je- 
rome, nor any other aneient 
author, speaks of a distinction 
between the weights of the 
temple and those of common 
use. 

WELLS are of great con- 
• sequence in hot countries, and 
travellers generally paid for 
using the water of them. 
Num. XX. 17—19. They fre- 
quently have steps round the 
inside, leading down to the 
water. The oppression of 
Israel is forcibly exhibited 
in Lam. v. 4, where the pro- 
phet says, " We have bought 
our own water for money j" 
. e. have to pay our foreign 
rulers for using the wells, 
though they are our natural 
inheritance. 

The Hebrew word Mf well 



is beer. Many places hav» 
this prefix to their name, as 
Beersheba, &c. This and 
many other circumstances 
teach us what great impor- 
tance is attached in torrid di 
mates to a good well ef water. 
Abraham and Abimelech 
quarrelled for the possession 
of one; The digging of one 
being in that day a great 
work, is connected with the 
history of distinguished men. 
Gen. xxvi. 19. 2 Chr. xxvi. 

10. We should endeavor to 
conceive the vehemence of 
thirst in hot countries where 
water is scarce, when we read 
such passages as Amos viii. 

11, Ps.xlii. 2. 
WHALE, a well-known 

animal, found in various seas. 
The narrative of Jonah merely 
says he was swallowed by a 
great fish ; whether it was the 
whale is not certain, though 
the Greek word which usually 
signifies whale is used in the 
New Testament. 

WHEAT, a grain raised 
in most parts of the earth, of 
which is made the most es- 
teemed bread. Being called 
com in England, where the 
Bible was translated, it is of- 
ten so called in Scripture. 
Matt. xii. 1. The ordinary 
kinds of wheat are well known. 
The annexed picture shows 
the species common in Egypt, 
and is such as appeared to 
Pharaoh in his dream, who 
saw '' seven ears of corn come 
up upon one stalk, rank and 
good.'' Gen.xli.5. Tbewis- 
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dom of God is strikingly 
shown in the stalk of Egyp- 



tian wheat. If it were hollow 
and weak like ours, which has 
only to support one ear, it 
would break with the weight. 
But it is solidly filled with a 
sort of pith, and thus rendered 
sufficiently firm. The Holy 
Land produced wheat and 
barley so abundantly, that 
sixty or a hundred fold some- 
times rewarded the husband- 
man. Gen.xxvi. 12. Matt.xiii. 
8. It was exported to neigh- 
boring countries in great 
quantities. 1 Kings v. 11. 
Acts xii. 20. 

It appears from Ruth ii. 14, 
2 Sam. xvii. 28, 29, and other 
places, that parched wheat 
constituted a part of the com- 
mon food of the Jews, as it 
still does of Arabs, Indians, 
and other tribes who have 
not adopted modem refine- 
ments. To make it into meal, 
with such machinery as they 
then had, was laborious and 
expensive. See Grind. 



WIDOW. Widowhood,M 
well as celibacy, was con- 
sidered a reproach among the 
Jews, except when it was per- 
sisted in, avowedly out of re- 
gard to the deceased partner, 
or other good reasons. The 
widows spoken of in 1 Tim. v. 
seem to be persons who acted 
as deaconesses, or were sup- 
ported by the church. When 
Paul says, 1 Tim. v. 16, « If 
any man or woman that be- 
lieveth, have widows, let them 
relieve them, and let not the 
church be charged ',*' it means 
that Christians of both sexes 
are bound, if possible, to take 
care of widowed grandmoth- 
ers, mother,'sisters, daughters, 
&,c. T!ie passage shows also 
that having all things common 
had already passed away. 

WILDERNESS, (1.) A 
tract of land not cultivated 
like the generality of the 
country, but yet not wholly 
barren or deser^. Joel i. 20. 
Such commonly derived their 
name from the chief city ad- 
jacent, as Diblahf Engedi, 
Jiulea,&.c, The forerunner of 
our Lord resided in the wilder- 
ness of Judea, till he com- 
menced his public ministry. 
Ishmael settled in the wilder- 
ness of Paran; and David 
took refuge from the persecu- 
tion of Saul, in the same ; ic 
which the numerous flocks of 
Nabal, the Carmelite, were 
pastured. Such places, there- 
fore, were not deserts} but 
thinly peopled, or less fertile 
districts. 
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fL) naces utterly waste, 
mik at the wUderness where 
ear Lord was tempted of the 
devil. A more dismal and 
ffoKtary place can scarcely 
be fooad in the earth. About 
eae hour's journey from the 
foot of the mountains which 
environ this wilderness, rises 
the lofty QuaranUitma, which, 
BlaundreH was told, is the 
mountain into which the devil 
carried our Savioar. It is, 
as the evangelist styles it, " an 
exceedinfl^ hi§^ mcMintain," 
aad in its ascent both didicult 
and dangeroos. It has now 
a small chapel at the top, and 
aaother half way up, built on 
A prominent part of the rock. 
Near the latter are several 
eaves and holes, occupied for- 
merly by hermits, and even 
in present times by religious 
■devotees, who repair thither 
to keep lent^ in imitation of 
our Lord's fasting in the wil- 
derness forty days. The land 
ef Canaan was environed with 
wildernesses. We read of 
those of Egypt, Etham, Sfmr, 
Sntf Sinai, Tadtnar, &c. 
The 40 years wandering of 
the Hebrews was in a wilder- 
ness indeed, and by no means 
the eommon thoroughfare of 
iravellers between Egypt and 
Canaan. The reason why Is- 
?ael was turned into it we read 
Numb. ziv. The only vegeta- 
ble productions which meet the 
eye of the traveller in that 
Unghtful solitude, are occa- 
sional eoarse sickly grass, a 



plat of senna, or saline or 
bitter herb, or an acacia boab. 
Moses calls it "g^at aad 
terrible," "a desert laad," 
"the waste howling wilder- 
ness." Jeremiah, with sur- 
prising force and brevity, has 
exhibited those circuntistaiiees 
of terror, which the m<Mlem 
traveller details with so much 
pathos and minuteness : " The 
Lord that brought os up out 
of the land of Egypt, through 
a land of deserts and of pits, 
through a land of droug^ht, 
and of the shadow of death, 
through a land which no aaan 
passed through, and where no 
man dwelt." 

(3.) The word is metaphori- 
cally used to signify things 
barren or unattractive. Hence 
God asks the Hebrews if he 
had been a wildemess to them. 
Jer. ii . 31 . The Gentile world 
was called such. Is2u zzzv. 
1—6, and xliii. 19. The peo- 
ple of God are represented as 
in a wildctmess while in this 
world, but favored with the 
presence of Christ. Song 
viii. 5. 

WILD-HONEY. See 

HONET. 

WILL, that faculty or op- 
eration of the. mind, whereby 
a man freely chooses or re- 
fuses. Scripturally, to will 
any thing is of nature ; but to 
will what is good, is of grace. 
Ps. ex. 3. John viii. 36. 
Phil. ii. 13. The will cf God 
may be known by reading his 
word, observing his provi* 
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IS, and praying for his 
Spirit to enlighten, instruct 
and gtiide the soul. 

WILLOW. The tree so 
called in Scripture is that 
which still retains the name, 
and is well known. Tsa. xv. 7. 

WILL-WORSHIP, some- 
ihiag in the service of God, 
beyond divine requirement. 
All uucommanded mortifica- 
tions and austerities ; invoca- 
tion of saints ; burning candles 
in churches, &c., are of this 
nature, and of course displeas- 
ing to vGod. Col. ii. 23. 

WIMPLE, a hood, Isa. iii. 
22. The word occurs also 
Ruth iii. 15, and is there 
translated Vait,, which see. 

WIND, a flow of air from 
one place to another. There 
are trade winds, which blow 
constantly from east to west, 
and moTisoonSf which blow 
three or six months, at once 
from one point, and as long 
from the opposite. The jStt- 
rnie/f or Simoom, is the most 
terrible wind of Eastern coun- 
tries. Coming over the vast 
deserts, it brings iiilense and 
suffocating heat and dryness, 
with billows of sand and dust, 
carrying with it fiery streaks, 
like threads of silk : whoever 
copiously breathes it dies. It 
rarely lasts more than 'seven 
or eight minutes. If travel- 
lers see it approach, an J lav 
their faces to the earth till it 
pass, they commonly escape. 
Camels and other animals do 
this by instinct. It is, of 
coarse, most dangerous when 
25* 



it comes unperceived in iImi 
night. Whole caravans have 
perished in it. It is probable 
this was the "messenger of 
the Lord," which destroyed 
185,000 men of Sennacherib's 
army in one night. 2 Kings 
xix. 35. The preceding ac- 
count will beautifully illustrate 
the following passages of 
Scripture — Job xv. 2, and 
xxvii. 21, and xxxviii. 24. 
Jer. iv. 11. E^ek. xvii. 10, 
and xix. 12. Hos. xii. 1 , and 
xiii. 15. Jonah iv. 8. Hab' 
i. 9. Ps. ciii. 15, 16. 

A whirlwind is a strong 
blast, which winds about iu 
a circular manner. Multi- 
tudes of such blasts come from 
the deserts of Arabia : and out 
of one of them the Lord spake 
to Job. Isa. xxi. 1. Jobxxxvii. 
9, and xxxviii. 1. Whirlwinds 
sometimes sweep down trees, 
houses, and every, thing in 
their way. Prov. x. 25. 

Violent winds are computed 
to fly at the rate of 4000 feet 
in a minute I They are of 
great importance in preserv- 
ing the purity of the atmos- 
phere. The operations of the 
Spirit of God on the heart, 
by which a spiritual change 
is wrougiiL in the soul, are 
compared to tho blowing of 
the wind, the effect being evi- 
dent, but the maimer incom- 
prehensible. John iii. 8. 

WINE, a liquor made from 

grapes, much in the manner 

that cider is made from apples. 

There is no evidence that wine 

1 was known before the deluge. 
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Noah was probably the first 
who preserved the juice of 
the grape, till by fermentation 
it became proper wine. Be- 
fore him, men only ate grapes 
like other fruit, or drank the 
joice as just pressed from the 
fruit. This mode of drinking 
was common in the days of 
Joseph. Gen. zi. 2. Noah, 
ignorant of its strengtli, 
fell into intoxication. Gen. 
ix. 20, 21. The Jews, fifter 
settling in Canaan, used wine 
of various sorts j of which the 
red seems to have been most 
esteemed. Pro v. xxiii. 31. Isa. 
Kvii. 2. Rev. xiv. 20. The 
'' mixt wine/' Prov. xxiii. 30, 
rendered in Isaiah Ixv. 11, 
''drink-offering,'' may mean 
wine rendered more potent by 
the addition of myrrh, and 
other drugs, or of defrutumj 
that is, wine inspissated by 
boiling it down. Homer 
speaks of Helen giving such 
wine to her guests when op- 
pressed with grief, to raise 
their spirits. Thus the drunk- 
ard is properly described as 
one that seeketh mixed totTte, 
Prov. xxiii. 30; and ^^ min- 
gles strong drink." The pro- 
cess of distilling ardent spirits 
from wine and other liquors, 
was invented by the Saracens, 
several centuries afler the 
death of Christ. 

WINE-PRESS, a vat or 
cistern, sometimes above 
ground, sometimes sunk into 
the earth. It was divided 
into two parts, one being 
deeper than the other. Into 



the shallow compartment the 
grapes were thrown, while 
several men tfod them with 
their feet, and the juice ran into 
the lower part. This explains 
that fine passage, Isa. Ixiii. 
1 — 5. See also Rev. xiv. 18. 
Jer. XXV. 30. That the mode 
of making wine is not mate- 
rially altered, is seen by the 



engraving, which accurately 
represents the manner now 
practised in France and Ger- 
many. 

WINNOW, to clean grain 
by exposing it to the wind. 
A person is represented doing 
this in the picture under 
Threshing. 

WINTER, the season of 
cold, barrenness, and storms. 
In the torrid zone, which is 
about 3270 miles broad, they 
have two winters, or raintf 
seasons f a year, but both are 
v^ry milcf. At the polet. 
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aearly the whole year is win- 
ter, and awfully severe. Gen. 
▼iii. 22. Springy and autumn 
are scarcely known. Vege- 
tation starts suddenly at the 
tetnm of the sun, and soon 
comes to perfection. In Swe- 
den, nine months are a severe 
winter. In Canaan, great men 
bad their warm houses for the 
winter season, as well as 
cooler ones for the summer. 
Jer. xzxvi. 22. Amos iii. 15. 
The winter there W wet and 
cold $ especially between the 
i2th of Dec. and 20th of Jan. 
Matt. zidv. 20. Seasons of 
temptation, persecution, and 
diitress,'are likened to a win- 
ter. ''Summer and winter," 
may signify all the year long, 
or perpetually. Zech. ziv. 8. 
To winter in a place, is to 
live in it during the winter. 
Isa. zviii. 6. Acts zxvii. 12. 
WISDOM, the power of 
judging rightly what is to be 
done, according to circum- 
stances. This is " worldly wis- 
dom." But spiritual wisdom, 
" which is from above," Jam. 
iii. 17; begins in the fear of 
God, and produces true piety 
in all our deportment. It is 
known by several properties. 
It is pure, making men care- 
ful to avoid defilement by sin. 
It is peaceeJfle, under all the 
Uying circumstances of life. 
It is gentle toward the infirmi- 
ties of others, interpreting all 
tkangs for the best, and re- 
ceding even from right for the 
•ake of peace. It is easy to 
ie entreated; making men 



3rie]d to good counsel, and 
sound reason. It is ftdl of 
mercy; making us pity the 
afflicted, and ready to forgive 
those that have offended us. 
It is JuU of good /ruits; of be- 
neficence, liberaJity, and all 
other offices of humanity which 
proceed from mercy. It is 
toithout partiality ; not court- 
ing and favoring the rich 
and influential merely because 
they are so, but regarding and 
loving men according to their 
{Hety. It is also toithout hy- 
pocrisyj not counterfeiting 
goodness ; nor condemning 
others, and yet being guilty 
of the same things ourselves. 

It is put for the Scriptures 
generally, Luke zi. 49 5 for 
the doctrine of the gospel, 
1 Cor. ii. 6, 7; and for our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal 
and essential wisdom of God, 
Prov. iii. 19. 

WISE MEN, or Magi. 
The Magian religion ezisted 
anciently in Persia. It was 
so revived and extended by 
Zoroaster that he has been 
regarded as the founder of 
the sect. They had temples 
in which were kept perpetual 
fires. The priests of the Magi 
being the only learned mathe- 
maticians and philosophers of 
the age m which they lived, 
the term Magian became sy- 
nonymous with learned man. 
The wise men or Magi, who 
visited our Saviour at his 
birth, were probably Persian 
doctors, or perhaps princes, as 
the philosophers were fte^ 
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i|ueoUy of the royal race. 
Matt. ii. 1. 

WIT, an obsolete word for 
know ; from which comes wot, 
for knew. Ez.xxzii.l. AcU 
ui. 17. " We do you to wit/' 2 
Cor. viii. 1, means we inform 
you. It is now used only in 
the infinitive mode, to wit, 
meaning »iame/y, or that it to 
toy. 

WITCH is a woman, and 
wizard is a man, that has, or 
is supposed to have, dealings 
with Satan. In Europe witch- 
craft was universally believed 
in, till the sixieenlh century, 
and is still, in most parts of 
the earth. Of late, in Europe 
and America, some have de- 
nied its existence altogether. 
That such persons have been 
found among men, is abun- 
dantly plain from Scripture. 
Lev. xiz. 31. Deut. xviii. 10, 
11. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 6. Gal. 
V. 20. By the Jewish law 
they were to be put to death. 
Ex. xxii. 18. Lev. zx. 27. 
It is plain, that great caution 
is necessary in the detection 
and punishment of those who 
may be guilty of this crime. 
Witchcraft excludes from the 
kingdom of God. Gal. v. 20. 
It is a great sin to place any 
confidence in persons who 
profess these powers ; or to 
honor or aid them by seek- 
ing them to interpret dreams, 
tell fortunes, discover stolen 
goods, &c. Those w^o thus 
consult them are abhorred of 
God. Lev. XX. 6. Nah. iii. 
i. Mic. v. 12. 



WITHES, twisted boti^ 
bark, willow, &c. sueh as 
those by which fagots ave 
bound together. Jud. xri. 
7,8. 

WITNESS, one wlio givM 
evidence. The Holy Spirit 
<<beareth witness" to oar 
adoption, by producing- in ns 
the graces of Christianity. 
Rom. viii. Christ is called 
the << faithful witness," Rev. 
i. 5, because he faithfully de- 
clared the things of Qod, aiid 
sealed his testimony with his 
blood. The prophets and pi- 
ous persons of the Old Testa- 
ment, are a ** cloud of wit- 
nesses" to the faithfulness and 
mercy of God. The apostles 
are co»»pe/«ni witnesses of the 
things they affirm in the New 
Testament, because they saw 
and heard the things of which 
they speak. They are credi- 
ble witnesses, because they 
had no interest to deceive, 
and suffered great hardships, 
and even death, for the sake 
of their testimony. 

WO is a word of mourn- 
ing. Ezek. XXX. 2. Ps. cxx. 
5. A 100 is a heavy calarait3'. 
Rev. viii. 13. Matt, xxiii, 13. 
Wofidf full of distress and 
sorrow. Jer. xvii. 16. 

The word is oi\en used in 
the Bible in a sense far re- 
moved from denunciation , 
and meaning only a lamenta- 
tion over the sufferings of our- 
selves or others j as, " Wo 
is me," Ps. cxx. 5. Matt. xxiv. 
19, &c. 

WOLF, an animal of uie 
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^og kmdy crafty, graedy, rav- 
eaottSy fierce, and of a qaiok 
smell. Wolves abide in for- 
eato, and live on smaller ani- 
mals. Matt. vii. 15. ^ They 
eatt bear hunger long*, but are 
thea exceedingly fierce, and 
will attack either man or beast. 
Henee, in the evening, when 
tbeyeeme hungry out of their 
holes, they are dangerous. 
Jer. V. 6. The species most 
common in Syria, Africa, &c. 
is the hyaena. The name is 
applied to tyrannical rulers, 
Zep. ill. 3 : — to false prophets. 
Matt. viL 16 : — ^to mercenary 
pastors. Acts xx. 29, &c. 

WOMAN. Before the fall 
the woman seems to have 
been more on a level with the 
man, than since the curse, in 
which she seems to have been 
the greater sharer. In most 
parts of the world, women are 
treated harshly. So much is 
this the casein some countries, 
that mothers oflen murder 
their female infants, that they 
may not experience such hard- 
ships as themselves endure. 
In the Christian churchy women 
are raised to an equality with 
men in most of their religions 
privileges, but are not per- 
mitted to govern or teach. 
Gal. iii. 28. 1 Cor. xiv. 34. 
Rules for female behavior 
and dress are laid down, Tit. 
ii. 1 Pet. iii. &;c. and their 
duties towards their husbands, 
in 1 Cor. vii. Eph. v. 

WORD, an intelligible 

found. Any discourse is so 

-eaJled. Gen. xzxvii. 14. Deut. 



iv. 2. The term is applied to 
the sacred Scriptures. Lake 
xi. 28. Jam. i. 22. It is also 
a name of Christ. John i. 
Heb. iv. 1!^— 14, and xi. 3. 
Why he is so called we are 
not expressly told 5 perhaps 
because he is the intelligible 
indication of the Father's will 
and character, as words are 
of our thoughts, Heb. i. 2, 3 5 
and because he spake crea- 
tion into being, communicated 
with the patriarchs and pro- 
phets, declared the gospel 
when on earth, now intercedes 
in heaven, and will give sen- 
tence at the last day. 

WORK, any thing done. 
Creation is the work of God. 
Gen. ii. 2. The works of 
God's providence are his pre- 
servation and government of 
the worid. John v. 17. The 
work of redemption is attrib- 
uted to the three persons of 
the Trinity 3 the beginning is 
from the Father ; the dispen- 
sation is through the Son ; and 
the application by the Spirit. 
John VI. 29. IPet. i.2. 

By good works, are under- 
stood all manner of duties, as 
well thoughts as words and 
actions, towards God or man, 
which are commanded in the 
law of God, and proceed from 
a pure heart and faith un- 
feigned, and are referred to 
God's glory. Eph. ii. 10. 
Good works are the way to 
tho kingdom, not the cause of 
entering thither. They are 
imperfect, Eec. vii. 20} and 
of course are not meritorious, 
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Lake xvii. 10. They are, 
iiowever, the only evidatee of 
our title to heaven. Jamet 
ii. 18—20. They show our 
gratitude to Grod, Ps. czri. 
12, 13; are honorary to our 
profeuion, Tit. ii. 10 j and 
profitable to men, Tit. iii. 8. 

WORLD, (1.) The earth 
and all the animaJs and vege- 
tables on its surface ; man- 
kind generally. (2.) The uni- 
verse and all created beings. 
John i. 10. (3.) The wicked^ 
who relish and love nothing 
but worldly things, and pur- 
sue only worldly designs. 
John zv. 13. (4.) The Gen- 
tiles. Rom. xi. 12. (5.) The 
pleasures, riches, and honors 
of the world. 1 Cor. vii. 31. 
Man's tongue is a '' world of 
iniquity j'' its words contain 
inconceivable wickedness. 
Jam. iii. 6. Worldly is what 
is of a carnal and earthly 
nature. Tit.ii. 12. Heb.ix. 1. 

WORMWOOD, an herb, 
of a very bitter taste. In the 
Septuagint, the orig^al word 
is variously rendered, and 
generally by terms expressive 
of its figurative sense j that is, 
for what is ofifensive, odious, 
or deleterious; as idolatry, 
profaneness, apostasy, &c. 
Deut. xxix. 18. Heb. xii. 15. 
Celsius considers it to be 
the absintkum satUonicum Ju' 
daicumf which Rauwolf de- 
scribes as abounding round 
about Bethlehem. Prov. v. 4. 
Lam. iii. 15. 

WORSHIP, to bow down 
irith reverence. It means, (1.) 



Civil reTemee^ given to pf^. 
»ons of antbonty or wortb. 
Matt ijL 18. zviii. 26. Loke^ 
xiv. 10. (2.) Outward hoai- 
age, given as an aeknowledg* 
meat of Deity. MaiU iv. 10. 
Dan. iu. 6, 12, 14. (3.) In- 
ward trust, love, and fear of 
God, because of his infinite 
excellence and glory. John iv. 
24. Phil.ui.3. 

WOT, to know; to be 
aware; a word not now in 
common nse. Numb. xxii. 6. 
See Wit. 

WRATH, (1.) Tiolent dis- 
pleasure. When it is attrib- 
uted to God, it does not mean 
that he is capable of violent 
passion, but is used figura- 
tively. To ''give place to 
wrath,'' means, we must not 
provoke the wicked to ex- 
tremities, but go away, as 
from a furious beast. Our 
days are <' passed in God's 
wrath," when we spend them 
under tokens of his displeas- 
ure. (2.) Punishment, or the 
effects of anger. Rom. xiii. 4. 
Matt. iii. 7. 1 Thess. i. 10. 
We are by nature " children 
of wrath;" that is, persons 
fitted for destruction. Eph. 
ii. 3. Rom. ix. 22. 

WRITING was probably 
taught men by the inspiration 
of God. Ex. xvii. 14 ; xxiv. 4. 
The alphabets of all. lan- 
guages have a remarkable 
similarity to the Hebrew. 
At first, writing seems to have 
been very rudely done, the 
letters being cut or scratched 
on stone, Ex xxiv. 12; or on < 
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I stones, Deut zxvii. 
^; or on clay, which was then 
baked like brick j or on plates 
of lead. Afterward tablets of 
wood were used, on which the 
letters were traced. Then those 
were improved by covering 
them with thin wax,aad writing' 
with a sharp stick. To obliter- 
ate the writing, they were held 
to the fire ; hence God is said 
to blot out sins '' as a cloud.'' 
These were further improved 
by being made thin and deli- 
cate, so as to occupy little 
space, and be portable ; and 
writing with a species of ink, 
without using wax. Speci- 
mens of such w^ting, done by 
modem Burmans, are found 
in the collection at the Baptist 
Missionary Rooms, in Boston. 
Of these the annexed cn^av- 
ittg will give a tolerable idea. 





The lower figure holds one of 
these books in the hand, con- 
sisting of 30 or 40 thin leaves 
in the shape of a parallelo- 
gram. The upper shows the 
maifner in which they were 
wrapped up for preservation 
from dust, &c. From this an 
illustration of Ps. xl. 7, has 



been given by Tatlor— '' la 
the volmne of the book it is 
written of me"— which the 
LXX render in the head of the 
book. Chktsostom describes 
this to be the envelope on which 
was written, ''About the 
coming of Messiah,'' which 
Harbier says amounts to 
this, that the sum and sub- 
stance of the Old Testament 
is, '' Messiah cometh," so that 
these words might be ticketed 
or inscribed on the wrapper, 
just as we now letter a book 
on the back of the binding. 

The sharp instrument for 
writing was called a style; 
hence we call a man's manner 
of writing his style. After- 
ward, bark, &c. became used. 
See Book, and Paper. 



Y. 

YEAR, a space of twelve 
months. The Jews haid both 
a civil and a sacred year ; in 
the first they regulated their 
national concerns, and in the 
other, their religious affairs 
and festivals. The civil year 
commenced in the month 
JHzri, that is, at the autum- 
nal equinox 3 and their sacred 
year in the month Nisan, or 
ancient Abib, Ex. xii. 2, 
which corresponded either to 
March or April, according to 
the passover moon. The sa- 
cred year was instituted as a 
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■ew era to commemorate the 
deliverance of Israel from the 
yoke of the Egyptians. Ex. 
xii. 2. It might be coasid- 
ered as a presage of the gos- 
pel day, because it began in 
the very month in which 
Christ was crucified, and thus 
put an end to the ancient dis- 

Emsation. John zix. 30. 
very third year, they added 
a month, to make up for the 
days lost in consequence of 
measuring the months by rev- 
olutions of the moon, which 
made the year consist of 354 
days. This intercalary month 
they called Ve-adarj or second 
Adar. See Month. 

Ignorance of chronology, 
and pride of antiquity, made 
the Egyptians, Chaldeans, 
Chinese, Indians, and others, 
date back the rise of their 
own nation to the distance of 
a ridiculous number of years. 
It is now conceded by most 
learned men, that the crea- 
tion occurred at or about 4004 
years before the birth of our 
Saviour. The practice of 
numbering the years from the 
birth of Christ, was not 
adopted for several centuries 
after that event. Different 
countries' had difierent eras 
for commencing 3 such as the 
foundation of a metropolis, or 
the reign of a king. The last 
method was used in England 
till the time of Cromwell, 
when the Christian era was 
adopted. Anno Domini, gen- 
erally written A. D., means 
year of our Lord. Anno 



Mundi, or ▲. M., maikt the 
date from creation. 

There is much confotioB 
in all chronology, from the 
incorrect modes of computing 
the year, practised by early 
nations. The use of lunar 
months, of 29^ days each, 
made the year too short. 
Many plans were adopted to 
regulate the year, but none 
came near making the lunar 
and solar year correspond, 
till Julius Cesar, by the help 
of his astronomers, brought it 
to a considerable degree of 
accuracy. He abolished the 
tunar month, and established 
a solar year, of 366 days, 6 
hours, divided into 12 orft^- 
cial months, consisting alter- 
nately of 30 and 31 days. 
The odd six hours in four 
years made a whole day, 
which was added by count- 
ing the 24th day of Febraary 
twice. The year on which 
this was done was called 
Uap year. The new reckon- 
ing, however, was not per- 
fectly exact, for the true year 
consists of only 365 days 6 
hours and 49 minutes, so that 
the Julian year was eleven 
minutes too long. This sur- 
plus in 130 years amounted 
to a whole day, and in 160Q 
years had created an error of 
ten days. In the year 1582, 
Pope Gregory XIII., at the 
instance of Lilio, the Roman 
astronomer, proposed to strike 
out this excess of ten days, 
and to omit three leap years 
in every four centuries. This 
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was fojr a while called New 
StyUf and was gradually 
adopted both by Catholic and 
Protestant states. It was not 
iatroduced into 'England till 
the middle of the last cen- 
tury; [175S,] at which time 
the difference amounted to 
eleven days. Russia has not 
yet acceded to this rcforjn, 
and the difference now 
amounts to twelve days. So 
that the 12th day of the 
month with us, is the first day 
of that month with her. Our 
present calendar is very 
nearly though not quite cor- 
rect. The surplus, as noW 
leAi would amount only to 
seven hours in 1000 years. 

In prophetic style a year 
signifies 360 years, and a 
month 30 years, a day being 
put for a year ; and so three 
years and a haJf, and " times, 
time, and half a time,'' or 42 
months, or 1260 days, denote 
the 1260 years' duration of 
Antichrist. Rev. xi. 2, 3j 
xii. 6, 14. 

As parts of days were 
counted as whole ones, so 
were parts of years, whiph 
helps to confuse the chronol- 
ogy of some parts of the Old 
Testament. Though a king 
or judge came to the throne 
near the close of the year, 
ret when the new year began 
he was said to be in the 
second year of his govern- 
ment, though in fact he had 
reigned but a few months. 

YESTERDAY is a term 
used to. denote, past time, as 
26 



to-morrow is to den<|te tinw 
future. Where our transla- 
tion has '' forever/' the origi- 
nal word in several places is 
Uh-morrofo. What is rendered, 
Ex. xxi. 29, ''time past/' is 
in the Hebrew, yeeterday. 
Heb. xiii. 8. Job viii. 9. 

YOKE, a frame of wood 
for the neck of oxen by which 
they draw ; a mark of servi- 
tude, bondage, or slavery. 
The service of God is, to 
flesh and blood, a yoke, be- 
cause it restrains our natural 
inclinations } yet it is easy in 
comparison with the service 
of sin, the covenant of works, 
or the ceremonial law. Matt. 
xi. 29, 30. Gal. v. 1. It is 
easy to them that love God, 
and are bom of the Spirit, 
because the law is written in 
their hearts ; they are endued 
with faith, and strength- 
ened by Christ. Psalm 
xxxvii. In the ordinance of 
the red heifer that was to be 
slain for the water of separa- 
tion, Numb. xix. 2, 9, it was 
expressly required that she 
should be ''without spot or 
blemish, and never have worn 
a yoke." As all the ancient 
institutions were designed to 
convey religious instruction, 
we learn firom this victim, that 
our ^rst services are due to 
God 5 and typically, the per- 
fection of out Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ, whose 
blood oleanseth from all sin. 
Heb. ix. 13, 14. 1 John i. 7. 
With respect to the ctoatiue 
never having worn a yeke, 
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Uie beathens were particu- 
larly serapulous on this point. 
Henee Homer represents 
Diomedes as promising to 
Pallas 



>* A yearly heiftr, 



Uiieoiiseioui«f the galling yoke. 



Z. 

ZACCHE'US, a rich pub- 
lican. Whether he was a 
Jew or not, is uncertain. 
Publicans paid government a 
certun sum for the taxes of 
a specified district, and then 
collected them on their own 
. account and risk. This is 
called /ttrrotng" a revenue. 

ZACHARIAH, or Zech- 
ARiAH. There were several 
persons of this name. (1.) A 
king of Israel, who reigned 
but six months. 2 Kings xv. 
(2.) A chief priest, martyred 
by king Joash. 2 Chr. xxiv. 
Htf is probably the person 
mentioned by our Saviour, 
Matt, xxiii, 35. (3.) One of 
the minor prophets, who re- 
turned from Babylon, with 
Zerubbabel, a. m. 3484, and 
began to prophesy about two 
nionths after Haggai. He 
and Haggai zealously en- 
couraged the Jews to rebuild 
the temple and city^ the work 
on which had been suspended 
for several years. He wrote 
the book which bears' his 
■ame, and bas been called 



the chief of the minor propfaetgu 
(4.) One of the commoa 
priests, father of John Baptist- 
Luke i. 

ZA'IX>K, the son of Ahi- 
tub, appointed high priest 
by Saul. By this event that, 
high office was returned to 
the family of Eleazer, after 
it had continued nearly 120 
years in the house of Eli, and 
the family of Ithamar. 

ZAMZUM'MIMS, a gi- 
gantic race of men residing 
near Moab. Deut. ri. 20. 

ZARED, a brook beyond 
Jordan, falling into the Dead 
Sea. It is probably the 
stream which Burekhardt 
calls Wady Bern Hammad* 
Dent, ii. 13, 14. 

ZAR'EPHATH, or Sa 
REFT A, where Elijah dwelt 
some time with a widow, 
was a seaport of Phoenicia, 
midway between Tyre and 
Sidon. 1 Kings xvii. 9, 10. 
Luke iv. 26. About a. d. 
400, it was still of some note. 
Its present name is Sar/eitd, 

ZAR'ETAN,Zar'tawah, 
or Zered'athaet, a place 
near to which the waters stood 
in heaps, as Joshua passed 
below. The large moUen 
vessels of the temple were 
cast in the adjacent plain. 
Josh. iii. 16. 1 Kings iv. 12. 
2 Chr. iv. 17. 

ZEAL, a ferveut passion 
or earnest d\esire for any 
thing, but especially in the 
cause of religion. 2 Kiugs 
X. 16. Tit. ii. 14. St. Paul 
speaks of some Jews haviof 
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r"zeal of God, but not ae- 
eordin^to knowledge/' Rom. 
z. S; that is, they had an 
earnest desire to maintain 
the honor of the ritnal to 
which they were accustomed 3 
but knew not that righteous- 
ness whereby a person is 
justified before God. It is 
of unspeakable importance 
that our zea) be cnlig-htcned 
and pure. When it is cher- 
ished in connection with igno- 
rance, bigotry, or prejudice, 
it leads on to fury, per- 
secution, and every evil 
work. John xvi. 2. Acts ix. 
1, 2. God's zeal is his high 
and holy regard to his own 
honor, and to the welfare of 
his people. 2 Kings ziz. 31. 

ZEBO'IM, (1.) One of 
the cities of the plain, de- 
stroyed with Sodom. Gen. 
xiv. (2.) A valley near 
Jericho. 1 Sam. xii. 18. (3.) 
A city of the Benjamites. 
Neh. xi. 34. 

ZEBULUN, or Zabulon, 
the sixth son of Jacob by 
Leah, bom about a. m. 2256, 
from whom sprang one of the 
tribes of Israel. When this 
tribe came out of Egypt, 
their fighting^ men amounted 
to 67,400 men, commanded 
oy Eliab the son of Elon. 
They increased 3100 in the 
vrilderness. They had their 
inheritance between the Sea 
of Galilee and the Mediterra- 
nean, and enriched them- 
telves by fisheries, commerce, 
and the manufacture of glass. 
They were very honest in 



their dealings, and notwitb* 
standing the distance, were 
punctuaJ attendants on the 
worship of God at Jerusalem. 
Gen. xlix. 13. Their country 
was signally blessed withtfaie 
early instructions and mira- 
cles of our Satvioor. Isa. ix. 
1, 2. Matt. iv. 13, 15. There 
was a city of this name in the 
tribe of Asher. Josh. xix. 27. 
Jud. xii. 12. 

ZEDEKIAH, the son of 
Josiah. When Nebuchad- 
nezzar carried Jehoiachin, 
king of Judah, prisoner to 
Babylon, he made Mattaniab 
king in his stead aAer he had 
caused him to swear to be his 
tributary, and changed his 
name to Zedekiah. He be- 
gan to reign when he was 
twenty-one years of age, and 
reigned eleven. His career 
was marked by crime. 2 
Kings xziv. 18—20. 2 €hr. 
XXX vi. 11 — 13. He revolted, 
but was subdued and carried 
prisoner to Nebuchadnezzar, 
who caused his children to be 
murdered before his face, and 
then his eyes to be plucked 
out; afler which he loaded 
him with chains and sent him 
to Babylon, where he died. 
Jer. xxi. xxvii. 

ZELO'TES, or Zealots, 
a sect often mentioned in 
Jewish history. Lamt is of 
opinion that the just men 
sent to entangle Christ in his 
conversation, were of this 
class. Luke xx. 20. Gill 

I says, that they were a set 
of men, who (in imitation 
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of Phinehas, who slew Zimri 
and Cozbi in the act of 
uiicleanness) would imme- 
diately kill any person whom 
they found committing adul- 
tery, idolatry, blasi^emy, or 
theft. He quotes various 
Jewish authors, who regarded 
their conduct as highly lauda- 
ble. Their conduct, how- 
ever, cannot be justified. 
The name was probably 
g^ven to Simon from the cir- 
cumstance of his having been 
one of these persons. He is 
called also CanaaiiUej proba- 
bly for the same reason ; the 
word KaiULf in Hebrew, 
having the same meaning as 
ZdoUa, Luke vi. 15. 
AcU i. IS. 

ZEMARA'IM, a city of 
Benjamin, not far from Beth- 
el, near which was fought a 
bloody battle in the days of 
Jeroboam I. Josh, xviii. 22. 
2 Chr. iiii. 3—18. 

ZEM'ARITES, descend- 
ants of Canaan, by Zemar, 
his tenth son. Gen. z. 18. 

ZEPHANIAH is thought 
to iiave lived about the time 
of Jeremiah. He awfully re- 
proves 4he wickedness of his 
times ; predicted God's chas- 
tisement by the invasions 
of the Chaldeans; declared 
glorious things for the church; 
and denounced ruin upon 
idolatrous nations. 

ZE'RAD. SeeZA'RED. 

ZE'RAH,who came against 
Asa, with an immense army, 
was king of Cosh. 2 Chr. 
Ilv. 9. 



ZERUB/BA6EL was Um 

Jewish name of Shssbas- 
ZAR, who built the second 
temple, by authority of Cy- 
rus. Ezra V. 16. Zech. iv. 9. 
He took with him to Judea a 
colony of 60,000 persons, and 
restored the temple worship. 
It is obvious that be was a 
very eminent man and chief 
of the Jews in his day, bnt 
nothing more of his history is 
known. How transient is tke 
honor that cometh from man I 
In his day lived Haggai 
and Zechariah the propbats. 
Hag. i. and ii. Zech. iv. 

ZIP, or Jair, the second 
month of the Jewish sacred 
year, and eighth of the civil, 
answering to our April. Such 
as by reason of journej's, un- 
cleanness, d&c, were debarred 
from keeping the passover at 
the regular time, were per- 
mitted to observe it on the 
14th of this month. 

ZION, or SioK. (l.)Part 
of the range of mountains in 
the north of Canaan, called 
Anti-Libanus. Deut. iv. 48. 
(2.) Part of the site of Jeru- 
salem ; but which of the sev- 
eral hills on which it stood 
was so called, is not now ab- 
solutely certain, the whole 
city having early taken that 
name, and the temple itself 
especially. Ps. Ixv. 1 ; 
bcxxiv. 7. That which is now 
called Mount ZioHf by the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, lies 
south of the city, and outside 
of the present walls. Part 
of it is occupied as a burial 
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plaoe for Christians, and part 
by a convent of Armenians $ 
but the prbcipal portion is 
arable land, laid out in Jidd», 
See the prophecy, Mic. iii. 12. 
Jer. xxvi. 18. 

The worshippers at the 
temple, if not the whole in- 
nabitants of Jerusalem, are 
called Zton. Ps. xcvii. 8. It 
is thought that the temple 
stood on Mount Moriah, 
where Abraham offered his 
son. 1 Kinffs viii. 1. Ps. 
xlviii. 2. The Church is 
called Zion, Ps. cii. 13. 
86* 



Isa. ii. 3. Heb. xii. 22. The 
name is applied to heaven. 
Rev.xiv. 1. SeeJERUSALXK. 

ZO'AN, an extremely an- 
cient and very distinguished 
city of Egypt. Numb. xiii. 
22. Ps. Ixxviii. 12. It is 
called in Greek writers Tarns, 

ZO'AR, one of the five 
cities threatened to be de- 
stroyed by fire from heaven, 
but preserved at the interces- 
sion of Lot. It seems to have 
been formerly called Btla, 

ZU'ZIM. SeeZAMKUM'- 
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TABLES 

OP WEIGHTS, MEASURES, AND MONEY, MENTIONED 
IN THE BIBLE. 



Great uncertainty reita on tome of theee oaleuladonf, and exaetitade 
it not attainable. The works of Arbnthnot, Home, Brown, &e., 
have been carefully compared, and where they disagree, the 
oompatations hare been made anew. 



1. Jewish Weights, reduced to TVoy Weight, 

In* oz» p6B» ^r« 

The gerah, one twentieth of a shekel 12 

Bekah, half a shekel 5 

Tbeshekel 10 

The maneh, 60 shekels 2 6 

Thetalent, 50 manehs, or 3000 shekels... 1525 

2. Measures of Lengthy reduced to English Measure. 

feat. ttut fi f^ T ' 

Adigit* 0.9 

4 = Apabn 3.6 

12= 3= A span 10.9 

24=^ 6= 2 = Acubit 1 9.8 

96= 24= 8= 2 = Afathom 7 3.5 

144= 36= 12= 6 = 1.5=EzekieI*sreed 10 11.3 

192= 48= 16= 8= 2= 1.3=An Arabian pole 14 7.1 

1920=480=160=80= 20=13.3 = 10= A «etontu, or 

measuring line 145 11. 

3. Long Measures, 

mOes. pnoes. feek 

Acttbit 1.8 

400=A8tadiamorfarloi4 145 4.6 

5S000= 5=A sabbath day's journey 729 3. 

4000= 10= 2= An Eastern mil 1 403 1. 

12000= 30= 6= 3=Aparasang. 4 153 3. 

9B0OO=24O=48=24=8=Aday»8 journey 33 172 4 

• To nndentond tho finir ibUowlii|f tablet, ntd them thus : "A digit Is nine tenOw 
of an ineh : 4 di^U equal 1 palm, or three Indwa and »\x tentha ; 19 digtti , or 8 
Falma, e<inal 1 span, or ten Inchea and nine tenths," ftc. 
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i. Measures of Capacity fifr Liquids, 

Aeaph .^ .' 0.6 

1.3:=Alof » 0.8 

6.3= 4=:Aeab 3^ 

16 =12= 3=Ahin 1 9. 

'».= SM= 6=3=ABoah 3 4. 

96 =;: 73= 18= 6= 3=A bath or ephah 7 4. 

960- =7S0 2^180 =60 =20 =10= A kor, chor<M, ehomer 

or homer ••.••... •...».•. 75 5. 

5. Measures of Capacity for Things dry. 

peefak fil* pth 

Agachal 0.1 

90=A cab ..p.... 3.8 

36= ].8=Anonieror gomer M 

120= 6 = 3.3=Aaeah 10 1. 

360= 18 = 10 = 3 = Aephah 3 3. 

1800;= UO =50 =15= 5 = Aletech 16 0. 

3600 = 180 =100 =30=10=2=Ahomerorkor 32 1. 

6. Jewish Silver Moruyy reduced to English and American 

Currency, 

1 gerah (the tmallest money) ]( or 0S| 

lOgerahs =Abekah 1 1| " Stf 

SbekabB =Aiihekel 3 3]" 80 

60ahekel8=Amaneh 5 14 0| « 25.09} 

50inanehi=AtaIent.' 343 3 9 « 1,505.62^ 

A talent of gold was equal to 5,475 0" 24,309.00 

7. Roman Money, tneniioned in the New Testament, reduced to 

English and American Currency, 

£» ». d. far, $ di, 

AvaiiB (Affvapiov) 0| or 00} 

Afiirthbg,aboat 1}" 00} 

A penny, or denarini (Aj|yap(oy)» 7 3" 13] 

A pound, or mina., 3 2 6 0" 13.75 
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A TABLE, 



SBOWING THE YEARS IN WHICH TH£} CHIEF BENEVO- 
LENT SOCIETIES WERE INSTITUTED. 



1.0. 

Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parti, England,.. 1647. 

Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, -. 1701. 

Danish Mission College, ...1715. 

United Brethren, ITSS. 

Sunday Schools commenced by Robert Raikss, 1783. 

Sonday Sch. Society, Eng., first in the world, by William Fox, 1785. 

Methodist Missionary Society, England,. ^ 1791. 

Fint Sunday School in the United States, Philadelphia, 1791. 

Baptist Missionary Society, England, 1799. 

Lmidoa Missionary Society, 1795. 

Sootefa Bfiuionary Society, 1796. 

London Religious Tract Society, 1799. 

Church Misdonary Society in England, 1800. 

Sunday Schools commenced in New York,; 1803. 

British and Foreign Bible Society, 1804. 

Philadelphia Bible Society 1808. 

London Jews' Society 1809. 

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions,. ...... 1810. 

Baptist Education Society of the Middle States, IHISL 

American Tract Society, Boston, 1813. 

Church Tract Society, England, 1813. 

Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, United States, , 1814. 

Massachusetts [now Northern] Baptist Education Society,.... 1814. 

American Education Society, 1815. 

American Bible Society, 1816. 

American Colonization Society, 1817. 

United Foreign Missionary Society, United States, 1817 

Philadelphia Sunday and Adult School Union, * 1817. 

Dam. and For. Miss. Soc. of the Episcopal Church, in the U. S. 1890. 

American Methodist Missionary Society 1890. 

American Sunday School Union, [instead of the Philadelphia 

Sunday and Adult School Union], 1894. 

Baptist General Tract Society, 1894.. 

American Tract Society, New Yorlt, 189S. 

Prison Disciptine Society,.... '. 1895* 

Ameriean borne Missionary Society, 1896* 

American Society for Promotion of Temperance, •, • • • 1896. 

Protestant Episcopal Education Society, 1896. 

Amorieu Baptist Rome Mission Society, 1839. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 



The Puljlishers of this work have received numerous commendatkns 
from Associations, Conventions, Clergymen and Teacbera, In 
various sections of the country. The following Extracts are saf- 
ficient to show the estimation in which the work was held, pie- 
viously to its present enlargement, in matter and cuts, and bem- 
tided appearance from stereotype plates. Nearly twenty t 
copies have been already sold. 



Prom the Minutes of the Vermont ^ate Coneentum. 
" Your committee earnestly recommend Malcom*s Bible Dictiaii- 
ary, a new work, the worth of which every lover of the Bible will 
feel, and the low price of which places it within the reach of Ch« 

poorest." 

fV-om Vie Minutes qfthe Massaekuaetts State QnwentioHm 
" Malcom's Bible Dictionary is a valuable and interesttnc boolt. 
almost indispensable to Sabbath School Teachers, the membeia oi 

Bible Classes, and to families generally." 

From the Minutes of the Boston JUsoetatum, 
** Believing that the advantages of Sabbath School and Bible CIsm 

instruction depend greatly on the intelligence of their teachera, and 

that the extended circulation of Malcom's Bible Dictionaix would 

conduce to their better qualification, 
" Resolved, That this work be recommended to the patronage of the 

fViends of early religious instruction." 

From the Minnies of the Salem Jissoeiation, 
" Feeling a lively interest in the prosperity of Sabbath Sehoolsaad 
Bible Classes, believing that their success greatly depends on the 
intelligence of their teachers, and that the general use of Malcom's 
Bible Dictionary would ensure their better qualification, 

" Resolved^ That the third edition, greatly improved, of this popnbir 
work, Just issued from the press by Lincoln and Edmands, of Bos- 
ton, be Recommended to the friends of early religious instruction.** 

From the MintUes of the Charleston, <S. C. Jissoeiation. 
" Resolved, That, as the Providence of God seems to designate Sun- 
day Schools as one great and interesting means of promoting the 
interests of piety, the Association would renew their advice and 
solicitation to the churches in their favor. As an important help to 
flirnish tlie minds both of teachers and scholars for this interesting 
exercise, we recommend Malcom's Bible Dictionary, lately pub. 
lished by our brethren in Boston, which may be obtained at a luw 
rate of Brother Riley, in Charleston." 

From the Minutes of the Hartford Jissoeiation, 
** Believing that the advantages of Sabbath School and Bible Class 

instruction depend greatly on the intelligence of their teachers, and 

that the extended circulation of Malcom's Bible Dictionary would 

conduce to their better qualification, 
"Resolved, That this work be recommended to the patronage (tf the 

friends of early instruction." 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 



Fnrm the Boston Recorder. 
** This work has been much ndedad for the higher classes in Sab- 
iMtll Schools, and especially their teachers ; for the members of 
Bible Clanes ; and for those parents who wish to educate their 
ehildren in that knowledge of the Bible which is appropriate to 
the present period, but who have not leisure to make use of larger 
worki of the same kind. The work appears to be executed in a 
very faithflil and satisfactory manner ; and we cheerfully recom- 
mend it to general use, as a small and convenient manual for every 
Juvenile student of the English Bible. It is with feelings of no or- 
dinaiy pleasure, that we notice tliis public:itiun. It is a neat vol- 
ume, ornamented with wood cuts. The delinitions are brief, yet com- 
prelieiuiive } simple, yet displaying much research and ingenuity.' 

F^Hit the Christian Wtttehman. 
*( All Who for a moment recur to the fact, that large folloa 
would not sufficiently elucidate the subjects which are brought 
to view in the Bible, will at once see the difficulty which the 
author must have felt, in compressing all the information which he 
liafl so Judiciously condensed. If any should inquire, Why have 
We not more, the themes being so numerous ? let such an one look 
again, and, perhaps, in his surprise, he will exclaim. How is it, that, 
in a book so completely portable, we have so mucii ? To liave 
made a larger book, as could have been done with far less labor than 
tide coet, might have placed it beyond the reach of many, to whom 
it will now be useilil. All who know the allusions to ancient cus- 
toms, and Jewish usages in Eastern countries, with which the Bible 
abounds, will discover something of the worth of this volume. It 
is very neatly printed on handsome type and fine paper, uud will, 
we doubt not, meet, as it deserves, a ready sale." 

From the lUinoie Western Pioneer, 

" In Justice to the author, the publishers, and ourselves, we ought 
to have noticed this valuable work before. The author is the Rev. 
Howard Malcom, pastor of the Federal street Baptist church, Bos- 
ton, a gentleman of talents and erudition, who has conferred several 
Ikvors upon the religious community by revising and preparing for 
the press valuable works. We have no hesitation in affirming that, 
according to its size, it i^ the best production of the kind, and, upon ' 
a carefUl examination, will be found superior to several others in 
eirculation. 

** The flUNtem names of places, in most instances, are given, which 
adds crratly to such a work, while many facts related in profane his- 
tory during the lives of the personages mentioned in the Old and New 
Testaments, are interwoven. The pictures introduced add much to 
the usefulness of the work, in illustrating what could not have 
been nuide intelligible by language. We recommend this book to 
all our preachers who are unable to purchase larger works, but 
especially to every Sabbath School teacher. One copy at Ie;i£t ou^ht 
to form a part of every Sabbath School library in our country." 

From the Columbian Star. 
"We know not where the same amoun* of useful knowledge can 
be found In a similar compass, and with similar attractions. It is 
the very kind of information with which the minds of the young 
slMNild be early Impressed, and that, too, which will stimulate a rea- 
«0F*abIe cariosity in making further advances in the knowledge of 
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Scripture truth. We tmst that the demand for the work will be In 
■ome degree proportionate to its claima on public attention." 

From the [Hiairtford\ Christian Secretary. 
. ** A work of this kind has been much needed, and will be hiplily 
acceptable to Sabbatli School teachers, the larger classes in those 
ffch(M>l9, and to those who are enjraged in Bible classes, either in 
giving or receiving instruction. The importance of conveying cor- 
rect information on all parts of the lesson which is the snbject mat^ 
ter of attention, and the difficulty of doing this without the 
employment of more time in preparation than is convenient to 
most teachers of Sunday Schools, is a fact to which we believe 
every teacher will assent. We think that this book need only to b« 
known, to command an extensive circulation." 

JFVom the IPortiand] ZionU Advocate. 

" A thinking reader of the inspired pages will often find himself 
in want of a species of knowledge which it was no part of the 
design of any of the sacred writers to communicate. To supply 
such information, is the design of this volume. 

" It seems to have been an object with the author, to avoid, on 
the one hand, whatever may be supposed interesting only to men 
of science, and, on the other, whatever might be readily learned 
from the Scriptures themselves. This Dictionary will be found a 
cheap, convenient, and instructive manual for teachers in Sabbath 
Schools, members of Bible Classes, and for all heads-of families." 

From the American Manufacturer. 
" The child, in reading the Bible, meets with many words, and 
allusions to ancient customs, which it is impossible for him to 
understand, and which considerably lessen the pleasure he would 
otherwise take in this exercise. By referring to this l)ook, he finds 
all necessary explanations, and gains a far greater knowledge of 
the Bible, and consequent love for it, than he possibly could do by 
reading six times the amount of matter with these difiiculties un- 
explained. It is particularly useful to youth, and will be found a 
valuable acquisition to adults." 

From the [Rkhmon^ Religious Herald. 

" A work of this kind was not extant until this appeared ; jmA 
with what success the author has labored, may be judged from tlie 
ample patronage which his labors have met. 

" We should like to see it in general use in Virginia. Sabbath 
scholars and teachers, parents and youth, would find it a useful 
volume. It has been compiled and revised with much labor and 
care. 

" Brother Malcom has rendered an important service to the cause 
of mental and religious improvement in our land, in the preparation 
of this manual ; and our brethren and friends generally, will find it 
greatly to then: advantage to possess it." 

fVom the dneinnati American. 
" We have examined this work, and think it a valuable acqui- 
sition to the literature of the country. It contains a variety of 
plates, designed to illustrate the principal objects and scenes spoken 
of in the Bible. The definitions are given in the most clear and 
concise manner." 
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GOULD, KENDALL, .& LINCOLN, 

Pablishers, Booksellers, and Stationers, 

59 WASHINGTON STREET, 



\ G., K., & L. are extensively engaged in the publication 
^ of School and Miscellaneous Books, of approved char- 
\ acter ; and also keep a general assortment of books in the 
^ various departments of Literature, Science, and Theology, 
> wholesale and retail, on favorable terms. 



\ 

^ THE 



^ ELEMENTS OF MORAL SCIENCE. 

^ BY FRANCIS WAYLAND, D. D. 

\ President of Brown University, and Professor of Moral Philosophy. 

^ TWELFTH EDITION, STEREOTYPED. 

^ *rhia work has been extensively and favorably revidwed in the leading 

\ periodicals of the day, and has already been adopted as a class-boolc in 

\ most of the collegiate, theological, and academical institutions of the 

^ country. 

S [From the Literary and Theological Review, by Lborabd Woods, Jr] 

\ This is a new work on morals, for academic use, and we 
\ welcome it with much satisfaction. It is the result of several 
^ years* reflection •and experience in teaching, on the part of ita 
N justly distinguished author ; and if it is not in every respect 
\ perfectly what we could wish, yet, in the most important re- 
\ spects, it supplies a want which has been extensively felt. It is, 
^ we think, substantially sound in its fundamental principles, 
\ and, being comprehensive and elementary in its plan, and adapt- 
^ ed to the purposes of instruction, it will be ffladly adopted by 
^ those who have for a long time been dissatisned with existing 
N text-books, particularly the work of Paley. The style is simple 
\ and perspicuous, and at the same time manly and forcible. It is 
\ an eminent merit of the author, that he has made a system of 
^ Christian morals. We consider the work as greatly superior 
N to any of the books hitherto in use, for academic instruction. 

\ [From the Biblical Repertory and Theological Review, Princeton, N. J.] 

\ We hail every well-designed effort to improve our knowledge 
of Moral Science. The work of Dr. Wayland has arisen 
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Gould, KendctU, 4* Lincoln's Publications, 

^^radually from the necessity of correcting the false principles 
and fallacious reasonings of Paley. It is a radical mistake in 
the education of youth, to permit any book to be used by stu- 
dents as a text-book, which contains erroneous doctrines, 
especially when these are fundamental, and tend to vitiate the t 
whole system of morals. We haVe been greatly pleased with ^ 
the method which President Wayland has adopted : he goes > 
back to the simplest and most fundamental principles ; he takes \ 
nothing for granted but truths which cannot be denied ; and in \ 
the statement of his views he unites perspicuity with concise- > 
ness and precision. In all the author's leading fundamental \ 
principles we entirely concur. \ 

[From Rev. Lboitakd Woods, D. D., Theological Seminary, AndoTer.] > 



J to] 

I brief, 1 , . , 

\ pleased with it than with any work of the kind with which I 
\ am acquainted *, and it is my opinion, that, with the revisions \ 
\ which the author will, of course, make in subpequent editions, \ 
^ it will be suited, in an eminent degree, to be Useful in our > 
\ academies, colleges, and theological seminaries. \ 

> [From Rev. WiLRua Fibk, President of tlie Wesleyan University, Middle- > 
\ town, Conn.] \ 

\ I have examined, with great satisfaction and interest, the \ 
\ " Elements of Moral Science," from your press, by Dr. Way- J 
J land. The work was greatly needed, and is well executed. Dr. J 
\ Wayland deserves, and I doubt not will receive, the grateful \ 
\ acknowledgments and liberal patronage of Mttb public. I need ^ 
\ say nothing further to express my Jiigh estimate of the work, > 

> than that we shall immediately adopt it as a text-book in our \ 
\ university. \ 

> [From Hon. Jaue« Kent, late Cboncellur of the State of New York.] \ 

\ The work by President Wayland (the " Elements of Moral \ 

^ Science") has been read by me attentively and thoroughly, \ 

\ and I think very highly of it. The autlior himself is one of the \ 

} most estimable of men, and I do n^ot know of any ethical treatise \ 

\ in which our duties to God, and to our fellow-men, are laid J 

* down with more precision, simplicity, clearness, energy, and \ 

truth. I think they are placed on the soundest foundations ; \ 

and though I majr not, perhaps, assent to every thing he says, \ 

yet I have no hesitation in declaring it to be \^orthy of the at- ^ 

tention of the general reader, and the patronage of those iiisti- \. 

tutions in which moral philosophy is taught. \ 
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ELEMENTS OF MORAL SCIENCE, ^ 
^ Abridged, and adapted to the Use of Schools and Academies. \ 
By the Author, Francis Wayland, D. D., President of v 
Brown University,, and Professor of Moral Philosophy. \ 



J THIRTEENTH THOUSAND. 

\ The attention of Teachers and School Committees is invited to this 

3 valuable work. It has received the unqualified approbation of all who 

^ have examined it ; and it is believed admirably adapted to exert a whole* ^ 

\ some influence on the minds of the young, and lead to the furniation of \ 

> correct moral principles. > 

i OPINION OF THE PRESS. > 

Since' the appearance of the second edition of the larger work { 
which we have been noticing, Dr. Way land has published an J 
abridgment for the use of schools. Of mis step we can hardly \ 
\ speak too highly. It is, as we have already stated, more than \ 
5 tmie that the study of Moral Philosophy should be introduced ^ 
N into all our institutions of education. We are happy to ^e the J 
\ way so auspiciously opened for such an introduction. It has \ 
^ been "not merely abridged, but olso re-tor itten.** We cannot \ 
^ but regard the labor as all well bestowed. The difficulty of ^ 
\ choosing words and examples so as to make them intelligible N 
\ and interesting to the child, is ver}* great. The success with \ 
\ which Dr. Wayland appears to have overcome it, is in the high- \ 

> est degree gratifying. — Jforth American Review. ^ 
\ We speak that we do know, when we express our high esti- \ 
\ mate of Dr. Wayland's ability in teaching Moral Philosophy, \ 
* whether orally or bjr the book. Having listened to his instruc- \ 

> tions in this interesting department, we can attest how lofty are ^ 
\ the principles, how exact and severe the argumentation, how \ 
\ appropriate and strong the illustrations, which characterize his \ 
^ system, and enforce it on the mind. — Christian Witness. \ 
S The work of which this volume is an abridgment, is well > 
\ known as one of the best and most complete works on Moral \ 
^ Philosophy extant — and is in a fairway of superseding Paley, as \ 
^ a text-book in our higher seminaries. The author is well known 5 
S as one of the most profound scholars of the age. — Mer. Journal. > 
\ It is a work of the highest and purest order of intellect. Itis \ 
^ metaphysics reduced to practical common sense, and made sub- \ 
^ servient to Christianity. The original work has acquired for its ^ 
\ profound and philosopliic author, a large addition to his intellec- S 
\ tual reputation. It would be a valuable addition to our high \ 
^ schools. — Daily Advocate. \ 

> We hail the elbridgment as admirably adapted to supply the 
\ deficiency which has long been felt in common school educa- 
\ tion, — the study of moral obligation. — Evening Gazette. 
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\ rpHE ELEMENTS OF POLITICAL ECONOMY. 
^ •■- By F. Watland, D. D., President of Broifvn Mm- 
> vereity. Third Edition. 

^ This work is adopted as a text-book in many of our jmn- 
s cipal Colleges f andlias an extensive sale. 



\ THE SAME WORK, abridged, and adapted to the Use 

> of Schools and Academies. 

\ [Extract from the Preface.] 

i The success which has attended the abridgifient of << Tbi 
v Elements of Moral Science/' has induced the author to 
% prepare the following abridgment of " The Elements of Po- 
^ LiTiCAL Economy." In this case, as in the other, the work 
^ has been wholly re- written, and an attempt has been made to 
\ adapt it to the attainments of youth. 

\ [From the Boston Recorder.] 

\ The original work of the author, on Political Economy, has 
\ already been noticed on our pages. And the present abridg* 
^ ment stands in no need of a recommendation from us. We may 
N be permitted, however, to say, that both the rising and risen 
\ generation^ are deeply indebted to Dr. Wayland for the skill 
^ and power he has put forth to bring a highly important subject 
^ distinctly before them, within so narrow limits. Though 
\ " abridged for the Use of Academies," it deserves to be intro- 
< duced into every private family, and to be studied by every man 

> who has an interest in the wealth and prosperity of his country. 

> It is a subject little understood, even practically, by thousands, 
\ and still less understood theoretically. And because not better 
\ understood, great ignorance prevails in regard to the measures 
^ of government; and large portions even of the published dis- 
X cussions of our grave senators and mighty men in debate, fall to 
\ the ground like water, not to be gathered up. It is to be hoped 
\ that this will form a class book, and be faithfully sttulied in our 
^ academics ; and that it will find its way into every family 11- 

> brary ; not there to be shut up unread, but to afford rich mate- 
\ rial for thought and discussion in the family circle. It is fitted 
\ to enlarge the mind, to purify the judgment, to correct errone- 
X ous popular impressions, and assist every man in forming opin- 

I ions of public measures, which will abide the test of time and 
experience. 
4 \ 
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P^ALEyS THEOLOGY, Mw ^rfi^tbn, illustrated by 
-•- Forty Plates, and Selections from the Notes of Dr. 
Pazton ; with additional Notes, original and selected, for 
this Edition ; with a Vocabulary of Scientific Terms. 
Edited by John Ware, M. D. Boston. 

This work is now used as a Text-Book, in most of the Colleges through- 
out the country. The addition of forty ilbtatrfttions by Paxton, with notes 
; by an eminent Physician of Boston, cannot but enhance its value. The de- 
mand for this work has more than doubled the last year. 

OPINION OF THE PttESS. 

The work before us is one which deserves rather to be stud- 
I iedf tiian merely read. Indeed, without diligent attention and 
^ study, neither the excellences of it can be full^ discovered, nor 
V its advantages realized. It is therefore gratifying to find it in- 
troduced, as a text-book y into the colleges and literary institu- 
tions of our country. 

The edition before us is superior to any we have seen, — and, 
we believe, superior to any that has yet been published. On the 
whole, we have seldom received a volume with more pleasure 
than thill, or one which we can more cordially recommend to the 
pu\>lic. — Spirit of the Pilgrims. » 

Perhaps no one of our author's works gives jgreater satisfac- 
tion to all classes of readers, — the youuff, the old, the ignorant, 
and the enlightened, — than the Natural Theology. Indeed, we 
recollect no book in which the arguments for the existence and 
attributes of the Supreme Being, to be drawn from his works, 
are exhibited in a manner more attractive and more convincing. 
The vocabulary of scientific terms appended to the volume by 
the editor, will be found very convenient to most readers ; and 
' [ the few notes which he has given, are so appropriate, judicious, 
; I and well written, that we regret that he has not favored us with 
; I more. The plates, no doubt, add to the interest of the work, even 
* ; where the ar^ment was sufficiently intelligible without them, 
1 ; and serve to unpress on the memory the statements they are in- 
; I tended to illustrate. — Christian Examiner. 

■ [ We hail the appearance of this edition of Paley's Theoloffy 
\ [ mih unfeigned pleasure. No man is an atheist after reading the 
; ^ work. Infidelity changes its character, and becomes downright 
s and wilfiil opposition to the truth, after it has gone over the 
' ; pages before us. We recommend to all the young men who 
] ^ may see this article to procure a copy of it forthwith ; we advise 
; '> parents to procure it for their sons and for their daughters. — 
\ Trumpet. 

L ' • 
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THE CLASS BOOK OF NATURAL THEOLOGY; 
or the Testimony of Nature to the Being, Perfectiozs, 
and Government of God. By the Rev. Henrt Fergus.— 1 
Revised, enlarged, and adapted to Paxton's IIlustrat]on£;{ 
with Notes, selected and ori^nal. Biographical N'otices, and J 
a Vocabulary of Scientific Terms. By the Rev. Cbaiu^s { 
Henrt Alden, A. M., Principal of the Philadelphia. High { 
School for Young Ladies. Third Edition. \ 

i» OPINION OF THE PRESS. \ 

We are glad to see this work of Fergus brought before the J 
public with advantages Ukely to engage attention, and sure to \ 
% promote its usefulness. We are especially pleased, that this has { 

> been done by one whose reputation and devotion in the cause ^ 
% of female education will be a sufficient recommendation of it to \ 
\ thooe whom it seems to have been his particular design to bene- } 
i fit. A growing attention to this branch of education^ and con- \ 

> siderable improvements in it, have of late appeared. \ 
\ The book, as now presented, is better fitted for a class book on \ 
V natural theology, than any with which we are acquainted. The \ 
S stvlf! of it is tree and easv. vet concise, and withal exceedimrlv > 



{ world, the evidences of design in nature, the perfectionB of the \ 

> Deity. These, and his various topics, are illustrated by Pax- \ 
V ton's admirable plates, heretofore published in connection with \ 
\ Dr. Paley^s work on the same subject. These, together with \ 
S the notes and explanations of the American editor, are impor- ^ 
\ tant additions, and contain much valuable information. Besides \ 
\ these, there is inserted a lecture of Dr. Mitchell, of Philadel- \ 
^ phia, on " the wisdom of God in the formation of water," which > 
^ IS consonant with the general spirit of the work, and abounds in > 
\ wise and happy reflections. — Episcopal Recorder. \ 

\ The general plan of the work is excellent, and the details, so > 
\ far as we can judge, are good. We take a delight in running \ 
\ our eye over such a work as this ; it reconciles us with our lot, \ 
\ aRd vindicates " the ways of God to man." It serves to awaken > 
^ cunosity in the young student, to extend and grati^ inquiry, > 
\ and to lead him f5rom tlie objects of creation around him, " to \ 
\ Him in whom we live, and move, and have our being." It is a J 

> most admirable study for schools. " The proper study of man- J 
\ kind is man." — United States Gazette. > 
^ We do not hesitate to pronounce the work one of the best J 
s class books we have examined. It must have an extensive > 
\ sale when known. — Journal of Belles Lettres. Z 
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XrOUNG LADIES' CLASS BOOK; a Selection of 
* LessoDs for Reading, jn Prose and Verse. By Eben- ^ 
EZER Bailet, a. M., Principal of the YoungLadies' High \ 
School, Boston. Twenty-third Stereotype Edition. 

In order te give this work a more extended circiilaUoii,'-notwithiitanding 
its sale is now great,— the publishers have determined to exducb thb 
paics, in order to remove every obstacle in the way of its being introduced 
into 00 ourfimaU sehoolg throughout the country. 

[From the Principals of the Public Schools for Females, Boston.] 

(xentlemen, — "W« have examined the Young Ladies* Class 
Book with interest and pleasure j — ^with interest, because we 
have felt the want of a Reading Book expressly designed for the 
use of females ; and with pleasure, because we have found it 
well adapted to supply the aeficiency. In the selections for a 
reader designed for boys, the eloauence of the bar, the pulpit, i 
and the forum, may be laid under heavy contribution ; but such \ 
selections, we conceive, are out of place m a book designed for fe- > 
males. We have been pleased, therefore, to observe that in the 
Young Ladies' Class Book such pieces are rare. The high- 
toned morality, the freedom from sectarianism, the taste, rich- 
ness«and adaptation of the selections, added to the neatness of 
its external appearance, must commend it to all; while the 
practical teacher will not fail to observe that divereitv of style, 
together with those peculiar points, the want of which, &w, 
who have not felt, know how to supply. 

RespjectfuIIy yours, Abraham Aitdrews, 

Charles Fox, 
Barnum Field, 
R. G. Parker. 



[From the Principal of the Mount Vernon School, Boston.] > 

I have examined with much interest the Youn? Ladies' \ 

Class Book, by Mr. Bailey, and have been very highly pleased \ 

with its contents. It is my intention to introduce it into my 5 

own school, as I regard it as not only remarkably well fitted to > 

answer its particular object as a booK of exercises in the art of \ 

elocution, but as calculated to have an influence upon the char- ^ 

acter and conduct, which will be in every respect favorable. \ 

Mount Vernon School. Jacob Abbott. I 

1 ^ ^ 
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S^Themeriuor the two following valuable warka, by SeT. J. X*. Blake, 
have become so well known, and they are to extensively used in most of 
our schools and academies, that, testimony in their favor need liardly be 
> produced. We however subjoin a sptdmen of the numerous testimo- 
\ Dials that have been received, in order to aid those who may never have 
\ seen the works to decide upon their merits. 

\ TiLAKE'S NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, JSTew jEdiHon, 
\ -*-* Enlarged ; being Conversations on Philosophy, with 
\ the addition of Explanatory Notes, Questions for JSxami- i 
i nation, and a Dictionary of Philosophical Terms. With ! 
i twenty-eight Steel Engravings. By Rev. J. L. ISisAxe, \ 
J A. M. } 

^ Perhaps no work has contributed so much as this to excite a fondness \ 
for the study of Natural Philosophy in youthful minds. The familiar { 
comparisons with which it abounds, awaken interest, and rivet the atten- > 
tion of the pupil. It is introduced, with great success, into tbe Public } 

Bebooli in Boston. \ 

\ 

. I have been highly gratified with the perusal of your edition \ 
of Conversations on Natural Philosophv. The Questions, Notes, \ 
and Explanations of Terms, are valuable additions to the work, J 
and mate this edition superior to any other with which I am v 
acquainted. I shall recommend it wherever I have an oppor- \ 
tunity. — Rev. Jasper Adams ^ President of Charleston College, S.C. \ 

We avail ourselves of the opportunity fVirnished us by the ^ 
publication of a new edition of this deservedly popular -^ork, \ 
to recpmmend it, not only to those instructors vho may not \ 
already have adopted it, but also generally to all readers who \ 
are desirous of obtaining information on the subjects on which J 
it treats. By Questions arranged at the bottom of the pages, \ 
in which the collateral facts are arran^d, he directs the atten- \ 
tion of the learner to the principal topics. Mr. Blake has also ) 
added many Notes, which illustrate the passages to which they i 
are appended, and the Dictionary of Philosophical Terms is a \ 
useful addition. — Un^ed States Later ary Gazette. \ 

BLAKE'S FIRST BOOK IN ASTRONOMY. De- \ 
signed for the Use of Common Schools. CluBtrated \ 
by Steel-Plate Engravings. By Rev. J. L. Blake, A. M. ^ 

Mr. Edward Hinckleyy Professor of Mathematics in the Uni- ^ 
versity of Maryland, writes as follows : — I am much indelited i 
to you for a copy of the Rev. J. L. Blake's First Book in { 
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Astronomy. It is a work of utility and merit, far superior to \ 

any btlier which I have seen, with regard to the purposes for J 

which it is designed. The author has selected his topics with \ 

great judgment, — arranged them in admirable order,— exhibited \ 

them in a style and manner at once tasteful and philosophical. ^ 

Nothing seems wanting — nothing redundant. It is truly a > 

very beautiful and attractive book, calculated to* afford both \ 

pleasure and profit to all who may 'enjoy the advantage of \ 

perusing it. J 

The illustrations, both pictorial and verbal, are admirably in- 
tellifi^ible ; and the definitions are such as to be easily compre- 
hended bjr juvenile scholars. The author has interwoven with 
his scientific instructions much interesting historical informa- 
tion, and contrived to dress his philosophy in a garb truly 
attractive. — JVeio York Daily Evening Journal, 

Mr. Barnum Fidd, Principal of the Hancock Grammar 
School, Boston, says to the publishers. May 13 : — I know of no 
other work on Astronomy, so well calculated to interest and 
instruct young learners in this sublime science. 1 believe 
that, when its merits are fully known, it will become a valuable 
auziUary in the cause of education. 

^ We are free to say that it 'is, in our opinion, decidedly the 
\ best work we have any knowledge of, on tlie sublime and in- 
\ teresting subject of Astronomy. The engravings are executed ^ 
J in a superior style, and the mechanical appearance of the book ^ 

> is extremely prepossessing. The knowledge imparted is in \ 
S language at once chaste, elegant and simple, — adapted to the < 
it comprehension of those for whom it is designed. The subject \ 
^ matter is selected with great judgment, and evinces uncommon > 
% industry and research. We earnestly hope that parents and \ 
\ teachers will examine and jud^e for themselves, as we feel \ 
I confident they will coincide with us in opinion. We only ^ 
J hope the circulation of the work will be commensurate with its | 
\ merits. — Boston Evening Gazette. \ 

\ The book now before us contains forty -two short lessons, with \ 
\ a few additional ones, which are appended in the form of prob- \ 
\ lems, with a design to exercise the young learner in finding out > 
^ the latitude and longitude on the terrestrial globe. We do not > 
\ hesitate to recommend it to the notice of the superintending \ 
\ committees, teachers, and pupils of our public schools. The < 
i definitions in the first part of the volume are given in brief ^ 

> and clear language, adapted to the understanding of beginners. — S . 
State Herald, Portsmotith, JV*. H. < 
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ir>OMAN ANTIQUITIES AND ANCIENT 
^ ^^ MYTHOLOGY. By Charles K.Dii,lawat, A. flL,! 
J Principal in the Boston Public Latin School. Illustrated " 
^ by elegant Engravings. Fourth edition, improved. 

^ Tliid work is rapidly going into ubo all over oar country ; it is already 
\ introduced into most of our High Schools and Academies, and many of our 
\ Colleges. A new and beautiful edition has just been published. 

\ In a small duodecimo, of about a hundred and fifty pages, he 

> concentrates the most valuable and interesting particGlsLrs re- 
\ latmg to Roman antiquity ; together with as full aji accoont 
\ of heathen mythology, as is ^renerally needed in our highest 
\ seminaries. A peculiar merit of this compilation, and one 

> which will gain it admission into our highly respectable female 
\ seminaries, is the total absence of all ulusion, even the most ; 
\ remote, to the disgusting obscenities of ancient mythology; 
\ while, at the same time, notliing is omitted, which a pure mmd 
\ would feel interested to know^ We recommend the book as a 

> valuable addition to the treatises in our schools and academies. 
— Education Reporter, Boston. 






[From £. Bailey, Principal of the Young Ladles' High School, Boston.] 

Messrs. Gould, Kendall, & Lincoln : — Havinff used " DUla- 
loay's Roman Antiquities and Ancient Mythology \ in my school 
\ for several years, I commend it to teachers, with great confi- 
> dcnce, as a valuable text-book on those interesting branches of 
\ education. E. Bailey. 

J Boston, Nov. 16, 1835, 

\ We well remelnber, in the days of our pupilage, how unpopu- 
\ lar as a study was the volume of Roman Antiquities introduced 
^ in the academic course. It wearied on account of its prolixity, 
V filling a thick octavo, and was the prescribed task each afternoon 
\ for along three months. It was reserved for one of our Boston 
\ instructors to apply the condensing apparatus to this njass of 
^ crudities, and so to modernize the antiquities of the old Romans, 
\ as to make a befitting abridgment for schools >)ftlie first order. 
\ Mr. Dillaway has presented such a compilation as must be 
J interesting to lads, and become popular as a text-book. Histori- 
^ cal facts are stated with great simplicity and clearness; the most .- 
\ important points are seized upon, while trifling peculiarities are \ 
\ passed unnoticed. — American Traveller. \ 

\^ ^^ ^.,,,,,,,,^,,,^_,^_,^^^^ ^ 
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IHE AMi;RICAN EXPOSITOR, OR INTELLEC- ^ 

TUAL DEFINER; designed for the Use of Schools. \ 

By R. Claggett, A. M., late Principal of Central High S 

School, Providence. Stereotyped Edition. \ 

At a meeting of the School Committee of the City of Provi- \ 

dence, holden at the Council Chamber, on Thursday, the 28th N 

of May, 1836, the following vote was passed unanimously : — \ 

" Votedy That the book recently published by Rufus Claffgett, \ 

\ Esq., entitled, * The American Expositor, or Intellectual De- \ 

\ finer,' be introduced into all the public Writing Schools in this \ 

\ city." J 

\ A true copy. . Attest, Wm. Aplin, See^y, \ 

^ ** The American Expositor " having come under my notice, \ 
( I take pleasure in saying, that I deem it a valuable acquisition X 
^ to our school classics ; and shall be happy to do what 1 can to ^ 
V facilitate its general introduction into schools. \ 

\ ' Samuel Angell, \ 

\ Principal of Seelwnk Seminary ^ Providence. ^ 

\ I think " The American Expositor " well calculated to an- i 
\ swer the intended purpose of its author. \ 

^ C. SouLE Cabtee, ^ 

\ Young Ladies* High School, Union St., Providence, \ 

^ Boston, July 6. J 

\ To provide the means for a more thorough understandmg of 
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\ we hope that discerning teachers will not fail of adopting it in \ 

- their schools. ~ The change must be, in every way, favorable to \ 

the teacher and the taught. A. Bronson Alcott. ^ 

\ "The American Expositor" will unquestionably become a \ 
^ popular and valuable school book. We have no hesitation in ^ 
\ saying that it meets with our entire approbation, and is highly v 
\ crediUible to the judgment and experience of its author. \ 

^ GojiLD & Harper, ^ 

^ Teachers of English and Classical Sclwol, Neioport. > 

^ Arcade Classical InstitiUe, March 16, 1836. J 

^ It is an excellent little work, well adapted to the object for \ 
^ which it is designed, and worthy the attention of those engaged > 
\ in the instruction of youth. I shall immediately introduce it. > 

C. £. TOOTHAKER. \ 
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Boston, July 7, 1836. \ 
^ The American Expositor " is, in my opinion, a work of great \ 
merit. It embraces a regular course of instruction in defini- ^ 
tions, by which the minds of pupils may be successfully disci- \ 
plined, and a ready, free, and correct use of words acquired. I \ 
will only add, that, were I to recommend a set of text-books on ^ 
elementary instruction, the American Expositor would be pne \ 
% of the first on the catalogue. Cornelius Walker, v 

\ Principal of Wdis Public Grammar School. \ 

\ 



\ EMERSON^S SCHOOL READERS, i 

\ rpHE FIRST CLASS READER; a Selection for Ex- ^ 
J -■- ercises in Reading, from Standard British and Ameri- ^ 
\ can authors, in Prose and Verse. For the Use of Schools J 
^ in the United States. By B. D. Emerson, late Principal ^ 

> of the Adams Grammar School, Boston. ^ 
\ THE SECOND CLASS READER; designed for the ^ 

> Use of the Middle Classes of Schools in the United States. ^ 

> By B. D. Emerson. ^ 
\ THE THIRD CLASS READER; designed for the i 
J Use of the Younger Classes in the Schools of the United ^ 
J States. By B. D. Emerson. J 
\ EMERSON'S PROGRESSIVE PRIMER and Fourth \ 
s Class Reader; a First Book for Children, to be used intro- \ 
\ ductory to his Spelling Book and Third Class Reader, or v 
i other similar Books. v 

> RECOMMENDATIONS, V 
\ Sir : — I have the honor herewith to transmit you a copy of the accepted v 

> report, submitted on the second instant to the Pennsylvania Association % 
{ or Monitorial Teachers, by the Committee to whom had been referred a i 
\ series of Class Books, compiled by Mr. B. D. Emerson. \ 

> I am, sir, with much respect, your humble servant, ^ 
v Wm. C. Bartok, Recordings SeareUtry, ^ 
\ The Committee appointed to examine books, report that they have had ^ 
\ under consideration those which were referred to them at the last meetins \ 

> of the Association, and are prepared to recommend Emerson's Series of J 
\ Reading Books to the attention of the Association, and to teachers gener- \ 
\ ally, as well adapted to the higher classes in our schools. The selections \ 

> are rich and varied, and the suggestions and practical hints to teachers are > 
\ Judicious, and such as, if properly applied, will lend to beneficial results. \ 

> We are happy to learn that the compiler designs to prepare a fourth book \ 
^ of the series, calculated for a lower class. When this shall have been ac- > 
\ complished, If the effort be as successful as his former, (of which there can v 
^ be no doubt,) we think a complete set of reading lessons, of easy and regu- > 
\ lar gradation, will be in the possession of every teacher. ^ 

t (Signed) J. L. Rhees, A. T. W. Wright, Sam'l F. Watsow. < 
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